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Wild Skies Shetland
Scotland · Charity number SC050009

Details

Status Active

Legal form SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation)

Registered 2020-03-04

Register View on the OSCR register

Contact

Address Little Hamar
Baltasound
Unst
Shetland
ZE2 9DS

Website wildskiesshetland.com

Activities

Activities: 'It carries out activities or services itself'

Purposes: 'the advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science'

What the charity does: Our aim is to showcase the marvels and enormity of the Shetland skies, day and
night, summer and winter. We do this through storytelling, music, poetry, history and much more. We have 7
trustees and 2 part-time, freelance workers - a Project Development Officer and a Digital Marketing manager.
Our aim is to benefit the community of the island of Unst and its visitors by enhancing enjoyment of Unst’s
beautiful and varied skies which feature the northern lights, simmer dim, storms, dark skies and many other
wonders. We offer 2 on-the-ground trails in Unst (Sky Trail and Planetary Trail) and through organising a
variety of sky-related events and activities. WSS has been running events and activities during UnstFest
since 2019 e.g. an inflatable planetarium, the 2021 partial solar eclipse, photography exhibitions, meteorite
hunts and cinema screenings. We rely on donations and grant funding to enable our work. We plan to
introduce a Friends membership scheme in early 2026.

Beneficiaries: 'No specific group, or for the benefit of the community'

Objectives: The purpose of Wild Skies Shetland is to benefit the community of the island of Unst by
promoting the local natural environment, with a focus on the skies. This has aspects of advancement of the
arts, heritage, culture and science by providing opportunities for people to experience and understand the
constantly changing skies. This includes the aim of developing a wild skies visitors centre in Unst. The
benefits to the people of Unst are through increased visitor numbers and local availability of educational and
recreational activities related to the sky.

https://opencharities.uk/sc/SC050009
https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=SC050009
wildskiesshetland.com
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Geography

• Main operating location: Shetland Islands

• Geographical spread: A specific local point, community or neighbourhood

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £7,768 £6,270 - 2

2024-03-31 £25,515 £30,398 - 0

2023-03-31 £25,515 £30,398 - 0

2022-03-31 £54,316 £41,644 - 0

2021-03-31 £1,248 £1,144 - 0
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Wild Skies Shetland 
Annual Report, 
April 2024 - March 2025 
 

Since March 2020 Wild Skies Shetland (WSS) 
has been a registered charity – technically a 
SCIO, a Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation.  

Our charity number is SC050009. 

Our objectives  

The purpose of Wild Skies Shetland is to 
benefit the Unst community by promoting the 
local natural environment, with a focus on the 
skies. This has aspects of advancement of the 
arts, heritage, culture and science by 
providing opportunities for people to 
experience and understand the constantly 
changing skies. The benefits to the people of 
Unst are through increased visitor numbers 
and local availability of educational and 
recreational activities related to the sky.  

 

 

 

Our activities in 2024/2025 

Once again Wild Skies Shetland has had a very 
busy year.  

Award winners 
The first few months of the year were 
boosted by us being announced as winners of 
the SURF Creative Regeneration Award at a 
fabulous awards dinner in Glasgow in 
December 2023. This incredible recognition 
reflects the importance of community in the 
Wild Skies Shetland project. 
 

 
The judging panel was particularly impressed 
with our focus on local language, culture, and 
heritage, as well as the positive impact of our 
activities on the island’s economy, wellbeing, 
education, and community engagement. This 
award is a testament to the dedication of our 
community, whose participation played a key 
role in our success. 
 
Being the winner of this prestigious award has 
elevated Wild Skies Shetland’s profile, 
opening doors to funding, support, and 
increased visibility among visitors and tour 
operators. 

 
 







 
Other highlights 
For the first time Wild Skies Shetland played a 
small part in the successful Shetland Wool 
Week! Local expert fine lace knitter and tutor 

osted a class during Wool 
Week where her students knitted a piece of 
fine lace inspired by a shooting star i.e. a 
meteor.  
 

as invited to talk to the students 
about the sky and meteorites.  We really hope 
this is something we can do again next year. 

We re-installed the Planetary Trail on Saxa 
Vord over the summer months. As part of 
UnstFest  led a Planetary Trail Walk 
which was great fun and was well-attended by 
solar system enthusiasts young and old! 
 

 
Other events and activities 

Wild Skies Shetland’s photographic exhibition 
‘Wonders of the Shetland Skies’ was once 
again hosted by the Unst Heritage Centre 
during the busy summer visitor season, as 
were the virtual reality headsets. The 
headsets mean that visitors can see the 
aurora in all its glory whilst sitting in the 
Centre if their visit doesn’t coincide with the 
‘real thing’. 

 
Pinterest workshop  
 
Wild Skies Shetland’s social media officer 
Melanie Mouat ran a free learning session 
‘Boost your business with Pinterest’ to help 
local businesses in Unst learn how to use 
Pinterest to attract more customers and grow 
their tourism or service business 

As part of this, WSS set up a legally compliant 
database of supporters to help manage the 
‘Friends of Wild Skies Shetland’ scheme that 
we are planning to launch next year. 

 

Solar eclipse 29th March 

Wild Skies Shetland put together a special 
Solar Eclipse Viewing Pack for people to watch 
the magical solar eclipse The packs were 
made available in local shops and outlets in 
Unst and other parts of Shetland with 
guidance on how to enjoy this sky event 
safely. 





Our Board 

Wild Skies Shetland is run by volunteers 
and 2 part-time workers. 

Wild Skies Shetland has an active Board of 
7 Trustees, who meet regularly.  
 
 Our trustees are:  
 

 
Our Workers are: 
 

  

Wild Skies Shetland, Little Hamar, 
Baltasound, Unst ZE2 9D2  
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