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ALNESS BAPTIST CHURCH SCIO

In the Community, For the Community
REPORT OF TRUSTEES YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

The trustees present their report and financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31
December 2024.The financial statements have been prepared in order to comply with Accounting
and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic
of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019) - (Charities SORP FRS 102) and the Financial Reporting
Standards applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

OBIJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Alness Baptist Church SCIO was incorporated as a SCIO during 2021, with all assets and liabilities of

the unincorporated entity transferring the SCIO on 11th June 2021. This reduces the liability on our

Trustees in the event of closure or demand on our funds. The Fellowship retains its charitable status
with OSCR and was granted a new Charity Number (SC049415).

Alness Baptist Church is a Church with a vision for ministry in Alness and the wider Easter Ross area.
The fellowship is affiliated to the Baptist Union of Scotland which aims to bear witness to the truth of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ within the community, and to support its spread locally, nationally and
internationally.

To organise and promote Christian values and work to benefit the local community. It aims to
promote values consistent with the teachings of the Christian Bible including worship, ministry,
prayer, witness, education, community service and the support of agencies and other charitable
organisations involved in Christian missionary work, the relief of poverty and other social needs.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE

We have continued to see an increase in numbers of people attending the church from Alness and
the wider Easter Ross Area, having 35-45 people meeting with us each Sunday with on average 10
children in our Sunday Services.

We continue to run a popular monthly Lunch Club providing soup and chat, as well as a ever-growing
baby and toddlers group (Tots & Toast)

The church has continued to have good relationships and access into the local Primary and
Secondary school and continues to develop our chaplaincy work, these incudes a monthly drop in,
mentoring schemes and offers the chance for young people to talk if they want to and building up
valuable relationships. We have assisted with assemblies, regular events and classroom work.

In Partnership with the Alness Partnership, the local supermarkets and Fairshare we continue to host
a community larder each Friday helping to elevate food waste and food poverty this also provides
the opportunity to deliver much needed practical support and signposting people for support and
counselling in the area. We as well are offering free internet access in partnership with Highland
Broadband.

The Pastor also supports a number of local organisations. Vice Chairperson of Alness Community
Council. Treasurer of Alness Community Association, Chairperson of Alness Gala & Events,

He is Chaplain to the Emergency Rescue Team, and local schools both primary and secondary
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He serves currently on the Council of the Baptist Union of Scotland and serves as Treasurer to the

Sottish Baptist Minister Fellowship Committee.

And in October 2024 He was appointed the Squadron Chaplain of 379 (County Of Ross) Royal Air
Force Air Cadets.

We continue provide a venue for local groups to meet including the local New Start, DNA Dance
Group and we continue to be a polling station for elections.
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FINANCIAL REVIEW

Risk Management

The trustees have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed, in particular those
relating to the operations and finances of the charity and are satisfied that systems are in place to
mitigate the charity's exposure to the major risks. Risk assessments address all key areas of the
charity's activities.

Reserves Policy

It is Alness Baptist Church’s policy to maintain a balance on unrestricted funds (if possible), which
equates to at least three months unrestricted payments, equivalent to £15,000, to cover emergency
situations that may arise from time to time. The balance of £6,000 held on unrestricted funds, after
designations, at the year end did not match this target

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

The office bearers of the Church are the Pastor, Secretary and Treasurer who act as Trustees along
with a number of deacons as appointed by Church meeting at the AGM each year. Deacons must be
members of good standing within the Church and be nominated by three members, agree to their
names being brought before the Church and receive the vote of two thirds of members present at
the meeting called for the purpose of such election.

The Church is congregational in its form of government and in its membership with the Baptist Union
of Scotland to whose Declaration of Principle it subscribes. Church meetings are held at least
quarterly, one of these meetings being the Annual General Meeting, with the pastor presiding. The
spiritual oversight of the Church rests with the pastor and deacons.

The charity holds a Treasurer's account with a balance at the yearend of (2023 £18,967).

The unrestricted income in the year was £67,224.13 (2023 £74,004.75), with unrestricted
expenditure of £67,304.76 (2023 £68,162.22), giving a deficit of £80.63 before transfers (2023
surplus of £5,842.53).

The original Alness Baptist was established in 1979 by Trust Deed, the Church was a registered
charity (No. SC021217) and was established as SCIO in 2022 with a registered charity number
S§C049415. The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of its constitution based on the
model provided by the Baptist Union of Scotland.
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REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Commiittee of Trustees

Charity Name: Alness Baptist Church SCIO

Charity Number: SC049415

Bankers: Bank of Scotland 35D Harbour Road, Inverness, Highland IV1 1UA
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STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES

Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial period which
show a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and its financial activities for that
period. In preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to:

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently
- observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP
- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent

- state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have
been followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume
that the charity will continue in operational existence.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the
financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the
Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). They are also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial
information included on the charity's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the
preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other
jurisdictions.

The charity is entirely dependent on the gifts and free-will offerings of those who worship at Alness
Baptist Church. Remuneration was paid to —by way of stipend,

expenses and manse provision. (£43,685.04). No payment was made to any of the other Trustees

and no material transaction took place between the charity and a Trustee or any person connected
with any of them.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf 19" February 2025
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT

FOR YEAR ENDING 31°* DECEMBER 2024

DEL N Y

limited

T A X A TTI1I O N
CONSULTANTS

Independent Examiners Report to the Trustees of Alness Baptist Church SCIO
Charity Number SC049415

I report on the accounts of the Church for the year ended 31 December 2024.
Respective Responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The Charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. The Church trustees consider that the audit
requirement of Regulation 10(1)(d) of the accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my
responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to
state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiners Report

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records
kept by the Charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking
explanations from the Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do
not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently we do not
express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent Examiners statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the
requirements

a) to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) of the 2005 Act and
Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations: and

b) to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the
accounting requirements of the Act

have not been met: or

2 to which in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
; e reached.

For Delny Ltd 18 February 2025
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RECIEPTS AND PAYMENTS

ALNESS BAPTIST CHURCH SCIO
FOR YEAR END 31°** DECEMBER 2024

Alness Baptist Church SCIO

Receipts and Payments Account
Year Ended 31 December 2024

Signed Electronically:

Income

Offerings

Gift Aid Donations

Grant funding

Defibilator Grant

Covenant Gift Aid Refund
Evangelism Income

Lunch Club

Amazon

Online Costs

Kids

Concert

Tots & Toast

Misc

Mission

Midweek & Kitchen Donations
Building Use Income

Bouncy Castle Hire

PayPal

TV Licence

Refund due HMRC for Double Payment

Expenditure

Pastors Stipend (inc. Housing Allowance &
Conferences & Training
Employers Pension Contributions
Council Tax

Kitchen Expenses

Building Maintenance
Scottish Baptist Union
Electricity

Tots & Toast

Telephone

Mission Gifts

Kids

Mission Partner Support
Insurance & licences
Stationery

Online Costs

Lunch Club

TV Licence

Donations/Gifts

Bank Charges

Evangelism

Midweek & Kitchen Donations
Miscellaneous

Pastors Expenses

Pulpit Supply

Total Receipts over Payments
Represented by
Balance at 1.1 2024

Excess Receipts over Payments

Cash at Bank
Refund due HMRC for Double Payment

Secretary and Irustee

2024

8,003.59
37,440.00
1,750.00
0.00
17,992.61
0.00
1,332.28
0.00
633.65
103.79
0.00
465.90
1,758.26
595.61
164.46
2,055.00
480.00
439.21
160.44
-6,150.67

36,990.92
339.68
6,694.12
1,596.47
0.00
343.21
1,200.00
7,278.99
155.05
430.51
1,350.00
103.79
2,000.00
2,073.61
199.56
1,073.96
436.02
160.44
1,377.00
292.65
0.00
345.04
1,513.74
0.00
1,350.00

30,889.42
-6,150.67

67,224.13

67,304.76

(80.63)

24,819.38

(80.63)

24,738.75

24,738.75

2023

5,631.52
37,761.00
6,810.00
2,000.00
11,619.05
291.45
925.76
54.28
706.82
130.72
50.27
565.66
1,210.91
1,786.67
420.63
3,485.00
300.00
181.20
173.81

34,721.55
300.00
6,192.84
1,596.71
460.79
2,084.59
1,200.00
7,520.00
832.69
694.56
1,210.00
353.60
2,000.00
2,143.56
51.60
936.66
247.00
173.81
263.76
245.35
841.80
2,020.00
2,091.35
0.00
0.00

24,819.38

Ireasurer and Irustee

74,004.75

68,162.22

5,842.53

18,976.85

5,842.53

24,819.38

24,819.38

S$C049415
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FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

ALNESS BAPTIST CHURCH SCIO $C049415
FOR YEAR END 31t DECEMBER 2024

Building Use Income Grants Income
Highland Council 680.00 Arnold Clark Foundation  1,500.00
Venue Hire (Birthday Parties) 400.00 Albyn Housing 250.00
Homestart 675.00
DNA Dance 300.00
2,055.00 1,750.00
Building Maintenance Expenditure Insurance & Licenses  Expenditure
Fraser Bros Misc 137.15 Building Insurance 1,582.61
MacGregor Fire 132.00 CCLI 491.00
ILM 60.00
Donations 14.06
343.21 2,073.61
Online Costs Expenditure Miscellaneous Expenditure
Website 233.81 Chaplaincy 174.60
Churchme 179.74 ScotBounce 500.40
Restream 144.00 Cleaning Materials 46.91
Z0O0OM 46.77 Christmas Activities 437.31
Worship Tools 135.87 Food Larder 263.09
WIX 114.1 General Exps 91.43
Misc 219.67
1,073.96 1,513.74
Mission Gifts Expenditure Mission Partners Expenditure
Asia Link 250.00 1,000.00
B.M.S. Harvest 250.00 1,000.00
Tear Fund 250.00
Steadfast Global 200.00
I sic 400.00
1,350.00 2,000.00
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

1. Basis of Preparation
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Charities and Trustee
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as
amended), and the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland
(FRS 102). Alness Baptist Church SCIO is a public benefit entity and has therefore applied the
relevant public benefit requirements of FRS 102.
2. Accounting Policies
(a) Fund Accounting
The charity’s funds are classified as either unrestricted or restricted funds, defined as follows:
e Unrestricted funds: These are funds available for use at the discretion of the trustees in
furtherance of the general objectives of the charity.
e Restricted funds: These are funds subject to specific restrictions imposed by donors or by
the purpose of the appeal.
(b) Income Recognition
Income is recognised when the charity has entitlement to the funds, the amount can be measured
reliably, and it is probable that the funds will be received. This includes donations, grants, and other
income.
(c) Expenditure Recognition
Expenditure is recognised on an accrual basis when there is a legal or constructive obligation to
make a payment to a third party, it can be measured reliably, and it is probable that settlement will
be required. All costs are allocated to activities on a direct cost basis.
(d) Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation
Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost less depreciation. Depreciation is provided at rates calculated
to write off the cost of each asset over its expected useful life, as follows:
e Buildings: 25% straight-line basis per annum
¢ Equipment and furnishings: XX% reducing balance basis per annum
(e) Reserves Policy
The charity aims to maintain unrestricted reserves equivalent to 3 months of operational
expenditure to provide financial stability and meet contingencies.

3. Trustee Remuneration and Related Party Transactions

No trustee received any remuneration or reimbursement of expenses during the financial year
(2024: Nil). There were no transactions with related parties during the year. Apart from | ENGczczNB

by way of Stipend and Housing Allowance in his capacity as Minster of Alness
Baptist Church. (£43,685.04)

4. Donations and Legacies

Income from donations and legacies during the year amounted to £70,400, including unrestricted
donations of £68,650 and restricted donations of £1,750.

5. Analysis of Expenditure

Expenditure on charitable activities during the year amounted to £67,304, comprising staff costs,
ministry activities, and building maintenance.
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6. Grants Received
The charity received grants totalling £1750 during the year, including funding from Arnold Clark
Community fund and Albyn Community Fund for the continued work of Tots and Toast and also for

Community Food Larder

7. Events After the Reporting Period
There are no significant events after the reporting period that require disclosure.

8. Approval of Financial Statements

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the trustees on 19" February
2025.
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