Lady Margaret Skiffington Trust SCIO

Scotland - Charity number SC048388

Details
Status Active
Legal form SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation)
Registered 2018-05-18
Register View on the OSCR register
Contact
Address Chestney House

149 Market Street

St Andrews

Fife

KY16 9PF
Website https://skiffington.org
Activities

Activities: 'lIt makes grants, donations, loans, gifts or pensions to individuals','It makes grants, donations or
gifts to organisations'

Purposes: 'the relief of those in need by reason of age, ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other
disadvantage'

What the charity does: Assist the sight-impaired in East Fife

Beneficiaries: 'Children or young people','Older People','People with disabilities or health problems','No
specific group, or for the benefit of the community','Other charities or voluntary bodies'

Objectives: The organisation's purposes are to provide benefit for the blind and partially sighted living in
East Fife and blind and partially sighted persons who come to East Fife for training or rehabilitation so that
their conditions of life may be improved. and The area of East Fife for the purposes set out above shall be as
defined from time to time by the statutory planning authority or as may be determined from time to time by the
charity trustees of the organisation.

Geography

* Main operating location: Fife

* Geographical spread: Wider, but within one local authority area
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Finances

Period end Income

2025-03-31

2024-03-31

2023-03-31

2022-03-31

2021-03-31

£161,106

£151,796

£126,267

£102,270

£100,900
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Expenditure

£167,110

£127,714

£126,965

£145,625

£80,602

Employees
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LADY MARGARET SKIFFINGTON TRUST SCIO

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Support for the RVS Transport programme

Obtaining satisfactory and safe transport from home to hospital appointments, shopping destinations, social
activities and for other purposes presents a significant challenge to visually impaired individuals. The charity
provides substantial grant support to RVS who operate a transport service for such beneficiaries in East Fife and
a grant of £32,753 (2024 - £31,567) was made in the year. RVS works directly with visually impaired individuals
and also with related charities such as Seescape and BASE who arrange specific social activities for the blind
and partially sighted. RVS continued to provide "safe and well” telephone checks for clients and volunteers and
now consider this a key aspect of their service delivery. RVS are continually seeking creative ways to support
their service users and have introduced lunch groups, a day centre, companionship services and monthly trips
from the East Neuk to St Andrews to allow participants to access services such as banks. Some hardship
support is also offered with initial help in the form of food/heat and light vouchers and “warm packs".

Other grants

The Trustees were delighted to partner with two new organisations in 2024/25. £3,000 was awarded to The
Macular Society to help with the set-up of a new volunteer-led peer support group in St Andrews. A grant of
£1,560 was made to the Fife Council Vision Impairment Team to allow them to take visually impaired children for
activity days at Lochore Meadows.

Innergellie Woodland

Unrelated to the bulk of its work in assisting the visually impaired, the charity has a second purpose which is to
maintain Innergellie Woodland as a place of public recreation. The trustees oversee a programme of work to
maintain the woodland environment and to allow safe access throughout the year. Since the year end the
Trustees have appointed a professional forestry management company to regularly inspect the woodland and
co-ordinate any work which may be required to safeguard the habitat and visitors alike.

University of St Andrews Scholarship

The trustees have remained in close contact with m of the School of Medicine at the
University of St Andrews regarding the Lady Margaret Skiffington Trust Scholarship. This is a four year PhD
opportunity for an applicant who is registered as sight impaired or severely sight impaired. Due to various
logistical issues, the successful candidate finally took up post in April 2024 and has made an impressive start.
Although a specific research topic has, at the time of writing, not been decided, the individual is particularly
interested in exploring sight impairment and the possible impact it has on health within the community. An
extensive survey has been designed with a view to reaching around 25 to 30 participants. Related charities,
including Seescape and RVS, are among the organisations the student has contacted to generate interest and
recruit participants. An unexpected benefit of this student's appointment was that it had highlighted the
inadequacy of some of the facilities for partially-sighted students. It was hoped that this experience could be
used to influence the wider educational establishment network's approach to meeting the needs of partially-
sighted students.

Publicity and promotion
The charity's website can be found at https:/skiffington.org.

Monitoring achievement

The trustees monitor the progress of their activities in various ways. An annual budget/forecast is prepared and
reviewed at the quarterly meetings. The trustees maintain regular contact with Seescape and RVS with whom
they work closely to deliver services. The reports from, and discussions with, these partners provide valuable
feedback to the trustees and help in assessing decisions and plans for future support.






LADY MARGARET SKIFFINGTON TRUST SCIO

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Reserves policy
The trustees aim to maintain free or liquid reserves at a level which equates to approximately twelve months of
unrestricted normal charitable expenditure plus a further amount to meet any known committed awards or
anticipated large requests for sensory garden grants or as a contingency for unforeseen repairs or maintenance
to the woodland.

Structure, Governance and Management

The charity is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation, formed on 18 May 2018 and governed by its
Constitution. The original charity, Lady Margaret Skiffington Trust, was an unincorporated trust, established by a
Deed of Trust dated 2 and 3 June 2004 and recorded in the Books of Council and Session on 7 June 2004, The
charity was established by a legacy from Lady Margaret Skiffington who desired to assist those with blindness or
sight problems in East Fife and also to preserve the woodland adjoining her home as a place of public
recreation.

New trustees are appointed by the existing trustees and, once appointed, continue in office until they retire. An
induction process for potential new trustees includes an invitation to a quarterly meeting to provide an
opportunity to see what is involved and to ask questions of existing trustees. An induction pack is provided
containing a copy of the Trust Deed, most recent minutes, latest annual report and accounts and current
guidance from OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) for trustees.

The charity is administered under the supervision of the trustees. The day to day administration is carried out by
the Secretaries in conjunction with the chairman and other trustees as required. Quarterly in-person meetings of
trustees were held throughout the 2025 financial year. Occasionally sub-committees may be organised to
consider specific matters and then report to the full meeting of trustees. Expert advice is sought on various
matters and regular presentations to meetings are arranged from investment advisers, Seescape, RVS and
others as appropriate. The trustees have expertise and knowledge of sight problems, woodland management,
accounting and legal matters and several have current or past experience with other charities. In seeking to
appaint new trustees the relevant skills required are carefully considered.

Reference and administrative information

Address of Charity -

Scottish Charity number SC048388

Companies House number CS003413

Secretaries Henderson Black & Co, Chartered Accountants, Chestney House,
149 Market Street, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9PF

Auditors Sumer Auditco Limited, 14 City Quay, Dundee DD1 3JA

Investment Advisers Rathbone Investment Management, George House,

50 George Square, Glasgow, G2 1EH

Bankers Virgin Money, 7/8 High Street, Dundee DD1 1SS



LADY MARGARET SKIFFINGTON TRUST SCIO

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Trustees
The following persons have served as trustees during the year and since the year end.

Trustees' Responsibilities in relation to the financial statements

The charity trustees are responsible for preparing a trustees' annual report and financial statements in
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice).

The law applicable to charities in Scotland requires the charity trustees to prepare financial statements for each
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity for that year. In preparing the
financial statements, the trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then comply them consistently;

observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;

make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

5. prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that
the charity will continue in operation.

S0 1O =

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at
any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply
with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006 (as amended) and the provisions of the charity’s Constitution. They are also responsible for safeguarding
the assets of the charity and taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities.

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial information included
on the charity's website in accordance with legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and
dissemination of financial statements.

Approved by the trustees on 28 November 2025 and signed on their behalf by;










LADY MARGARET SKIFFINGTON TRUST SCIO

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
TO THE TRUSTEES OF LADY MARGARET SKIFFINGTON TRUST SCIO
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

We gained an understanding of the legal and regulatory framework applicable to the company and the
industry in which it operates and considered the risk of acts by the company that were contrary to applicable
laws and regulations, including fraud. We designed audit procedures to respond to the risk, recognising that
the risk of not detecting a material misstatement due to fraud is higher than the risk of not detecting one
resulting from error, as fraud may involve deliberate concealment by, for example, forgery or intentional
misrepresentations, or through collusion.

We focused on laws and regulations which could give rise to a material misstatement in the financial
statements, including, but not limited to the Charities and Trustees Investment Act (Scotland) 2005 and
Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. Our tests included agreeing the financial statement
disclosures to underlying supporting documentation, enquiries with management. There are inherent
limitations in the audit procedures described above and, the further removed non-compliance with laws and
regulations is from the events and transactions reflected in the financial statements, the less likely we would
become aware of it.

As in all our audits, we also addressed the risk of management override of internal controls, including
testing journals and evaluating whether there was evidence of bias by the directors that represented a risk
of material misstatement due to fraud.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the
Financial Reporting Council's website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part
of our Auditors' report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charity’s trusiees, as a body, in accordance with The Charities and Trustee
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the trustees
those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity's
trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Sumer Auditco Limited
14 City Quay

Dundee

DD1 3JA

Date:
Sumer Auditco Limited is eligible for appointrent as auditor of the charity under regulation 10(2) of the

Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations by virtue of its eligibility under section 1212 of the Companies
Act 2006.

Sumer Suditeo Limited
02/1212025






LADY MARGARET SKIFFINGTON TRUST SCIO

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 MARCH 2025

Prior Year
Total Total
funds funds
Note 2025 2024
£ £
Fixed assets:
Tangible assets 5 3,000 3,000
Investments 6 5,848,359 5,758,845
Total fixed assets 5,851,359 5,761,845
Current assets:
Prepayments 453 453
Cash on deposit and in hand 166,479 158,602
Total current assets 166,932 154,055
Liabilities:
Creditors falling due within one year
Creditors and accruals 7 (43,171) (19,835)
Net current assets 123,761 134,220
Total assets less current liabilities/
Total net assets 5,975,120 5,896,065
The funds of the charity:
General fund 5,923,246 5,796,065
Designated fund 51,874 100,000
Total unrestricted charity funds 9 5,975,120 5,896,065

All funds are unrestricted.
The notes on pages 12 to 16 form an integral part of these accounts.

Approved by the trustees on 28 November 2025 and signed on their behalf by:

I

10





















	Summary
	Accounts - 2025-03-31

