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Friends of Aden Country Park (SCIO)
Scotland · Charity number SC047867

Details

Status Active

Legal form SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation)

Registered 2017-10-27

Register View on the OSCR register

Contact

Address Aden Craft and Gift Shop
Aden Country Park
Mintlaw
Aberdeenshire
AB42 5FQ

Activities

Activities: 'It carries out activities or services itself'

Purposes: 'the advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science','the provision of recreational facilities,
or the organisation of recreational activities, with the object of improving the conditions of life for the persons
for whom the facilities or activities are primarily intended','the advancement of environmental protection or
improvement'

What the charity does: The Friends provide and manage, through Music at Aden, a yearly programme of
musical and theatrical performances in the park. We provide assistance in the form of organisation and
volunteers in events organised by others. We serve on a range of bodies which manage the facilities and
development of the Park. We provide funding to support initiatives to enhance the wildlife and natural
environment in the park and assist in the development of educational initiatives in these areas. The Friends
have maintained representation on the Aberdeenshire Council Development Group for Aden Country Park
and assisted the Project Team working on the now complete Heritage Lottery Fund Project. Aden Craft and
Gift shop, run by Friends, is open daily, and until the end of March 2025 was manned during the week by
Staff and Service Users from Buchan Day Opportunities and volunteers and crafters for holidays and
weekends. Since March, Volunteers and Crafters have manned the shop on a daily basis.

Beneficiaries: 'No specific group, or for the benefit of the community'

Objectives: The organisation's purposes are: The advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science by
establishing Aden Country Park as a venue for cultural activity. The provision of recreational facilities, or the
organisation of recreational activities, with the object of improving the conditions of life for the persons for
whom the facilities or activities are intended by developing activities/facilities that will enhance the park and
increase people?s enjoyment of the Park. The advancement of environmental protection or improvement
through promoting and encouraging the local community to take part in the protection, development and
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enjoyment of the Park.

Geography

• Main operating location: Aberdeenshire

• Geographical spread: A specific local point, community or neighbourhood

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-05-31 £81,171 £54,575 - 0

2024-05-31 £55,301 £48,517 - 0

2023-05-31 £55,301 £48,517 - 0

2022-05-31 £17,962 £12,919 - 0

2021-05-31 £7,828 £9,207 - 0
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The Friends of Aden  
Aden Country Park, Mintlaw, Aberdeenshire, AB42 5FQ 

SCIO:  SC047867 

www.facebook.com/thefriendsofaden 
www.adencountrypark.org.uk 

FRIENDS OF ADEN 

CHAIR’S REPORT 2025 

 

Once again, the Friends have had a busy year. In March Buchan Day Opportunities 
finished their project at the shop, meaning that we were looking at maintaining the running 
of the Craft and Gift shop ourselves. After a successful Volunteer Awareness Day held last 
August in the Coach House, we were able to recruit some new volunteers. Along with our 
existing volunteers and crafters and the new volunteers we have been able to run the shop 
efficiently, every day between the hours of 11am till 3pm. Many, many thanks to this group 
of dedicated people, who without them we would not be able to keep going. 

 The Royal visit with H.R.H. The Princess Royal in April brought a great deal of excitement 
to both the park and the shop.  

In June we helped at the Beer Festival a very successful event. Many thanks are due to Roy, 
his team, all the volunteers, helpers (too numerous to mention individually) and the public 
who made the day a success and we look forward to the forthcoming Music Festival in 
September.  

In conjunction with the Men’s Shed we provided teas and cakes at the Seedy Sunday 
event. In July the Wild about Aden event took place.  

The shop was extremely busy and throughout the year we have assisted our partners in the 
park with various projects. We remain part of the Deer Heritage Initiative, which is an 
ongoing project.   

A huge debt of gratitude goes to our wonderful team of crafters and volunteers who have 
done a sterling job of keeping the craft shop stocked and open on a weekly basis. Thanks 
go to Buchan Day Services for their work maintaining the shop over the many years they 
were there. I would personally like to extend my thanks to all the crafters, volunteers and 
the committee for their help and support throughout the year. To Frances and Linda who 
without their input the shop would struggle. To the Rotary and Men’s Shed for all their 
ongoing support. Thank you one and all and here’s to another successful year.  
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