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United Kingdom Environmental Mutagen
Society - Ukems
Scotland · Charity number SC029239

Details

Status Active

Legal form Unincorporated association

Registered 1999-06-23

Register View on the OSCR register

Contact

Address 1 Lochrin Square
c/o Alexander Sloan Accountants & Business Advisers
92-98 Fountainbridge
Edinburgh
EH3 9QA

Website www.ukems.org

Activities

Activities: 'It makes grants, donations, loans, gifts or pensions to individuals','It carries out activities or
services itself'

Purposes: 'the advancement of education','the advancement of health','the advancement of environmental
protection or improvement','the advancement of animal welfare'

What the charity does: The principal objective of the charity is to encourage the study of genetic toxicology
and environmental mutagenesis together with the underlying biological phenomena, particularly where these
may be of concern to human health. The charity achieves its main objective by organising conferences,
publishing and distributing a journal (Mutagenesis), awarding prizes and bursaries and acting as the UK
section of the European Environmental Mutagenesis and Genomics Society (EEMGS) [SCIO], Scottish
Charity No. SC050303.

Beneficiaries: 'No specific group, or for the benefit of the community'

Objectives: The Society is established for the purpose of encouraging the study of genetic toxicology
(environmental mutagenesis) and related biological phenomena, including environmental and
epidemiological aspects, particularly where these may be of concern to human health.

https://opencharities.uk/sc/SC029239
https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=SC029239
www.ukems.org
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Geography

• Main operating location: Outwith Scotland

• Geographical spread: Scotland and other parts of the UK

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £86,028 £100,416 - 0

2023-12-31 £86,626 £166,893 - 0

2022-12-31 £91,407 £166,123 - 0

2021-12-31 £91,501 £44,921 - 0

2020-12-31 £96,787 £48,381 - 0

https://opencharities.uk/sc/SC029239
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Charity name United Kingdom Environmental Mutagen Society 
 

Charity registration number SC029239 
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Edinburgh 
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The Trustees are pleased to present their report together with the charity’s Accounts for the year ended 
31 December 2024. 

 
Trustees 
The Trustees serving during the year and since the year end are detailed on page 1. For the purposes of 
charity law, the members of the Executive Committee are the charity’s Trustees and throughout this 
report are collectively referred to as the Trustees. 

 
Structure, Governance and Management 

Governing Document 
United Kingdom Environmental Mutagen Society (‘UKEMS’) is an unincorporated body which is 
recognised by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) as a Scottish Charity, No. 
SC029239. It operates under the rules of its Constitution. 

 
Appointment of Trustees 
Trustees are elected and appointed under the terms of the Constitution. New Trustees undergo 
instruction to brief them of their legal obligations under charity law. 

 
The management of the charity is the responsibility of the Executive Committee who are appointed and 
elected under the rules of the Constitution. 

 
Organisational structure 
The Trustees are responsible for the direction and administration of the charity and serve on a voluntary 
basis. 

 
The business of UKEMS is undertaken by the UKEMS Committee which comprises the charity’s 
Trustees together with non-voting members including the Editor of the Journal ‘Mutagenesis’, the Chair 
of the Molecular Epidemiology Group, the Chair of the Industrial Genotoxicology Group, the Chair of 
the Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) Group and the Chair UKEMS New Investigators Group and 
the organiser of the next annual meeting, if they are not a Trustee. The Committee meets 2-4 times per 
year to discuss UKEMS business. 

 
Objectives and Activities 

The principal objective of the charity is to encourage the study of genetic toxicology and environmental 
mutagenesis together with the underlying biological phenomena, particularly where these may be of 
concern to human health. 

 
The charity achieves its main objective by organising conferences, publishing and distributing a journal 
(Mutagenesis), awarding prizes and bursaries and acting as the UK section of the European 
Environmental Mutagenesis and Genomics Society (EEMGS) [SCIO], Scottish Charity No. SC050303. 

 
Individuals become members of the Society by subscription to the UKEMS website, which is managed 
by Affinity Events Ltd. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS and PERFORMANCE 

 
Following the successful UKEMS 2023 conference at the Royal Hall in Harrogate, the UKEMS 2024 
annual conference was held from the 7th to the 10th of July at the University of Bath. 

 
The meeting was attended by over 100 delegates, with speakers presenting numerous symposia 
organised along three tracks of basic, applied and regulatory research. There was a NUKEMS poster 
session and a panel discussion with distinguished scientists talking about different career paths, 
immediately prior to the conference. The UKEMS Jim Parry award and Mutagenesis paper of the year 
recipients for 2024 were highlighted at the AGM with presentations from both recipients performed at 
the conference. 

 
At the time of the AGM, the membership of the UKEMS was 11 fellows, 132 members and 35 student 
members. 

 
UKEMS provided approximately £10,000 for bursaries for students, young postdoctoral scientists and 
industrial members with equivalent levels of experience, which is in line with UKEMS intention to 
support researchers, to attend the UKEMS conference. Awards were also made at the end of the 
conference for poster presentations and the best overall presentation (oral or poster). In 2024 UKEMS 
also funded three students through the small grants scheme and four students received summer 
studentships which amounted to a total of approximately £6,000. 

 
During 2024, as in the previous years, the UKEMS committee focused on advertising and managing 
the various grants and funding schemes that are open to members to advance the objectives of the 
society, as well as communicating regularly with its members giving updates on upcoming scientific 
meetings and workshops. UKEMS has assisted its affiliated groups, the Molecular Epidemiology 
Group, the Industrial Genotoxicology Group, the Next Generation Sequencing Group and NUKEMS, 
both financially and through supporting their activities. Furthermore, UKEMS grants, affiliations, and 
funding support (e.g. EEMGS and the IGG/NGS joint meeting for 2024 amounted to £9,000. 

 
The Society’s Journal Mutagenesis continues to perform well from which the Society received £79,939 
(the 2023 profit share) during 2024 as shown within the Statement of Receipts and Payments on page 
7. The 2024 profit share amounted to £83,735 which was received during 2025 and is shown within 
Debtors on the Statement of Balances on page 8. This significant Journal income is a great support in 
helping to fund UKEMS interests and the Committee would like to extend its gratitude to Shareen Doak 
(Mutagenesis Editor) and Sarah McKenna (Oxford University Press), as well as all the editorial staff 
and senior editors for their continued direction of the Journal leading to its success. 

 
Financial Review 

The Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024 have been prepared on the Receipts and Payments 
basis and are set out on pages 7 to 9. Per the Statement of Receipts and Payments on page 7, the charity 
reported Net Expenditure (i.e. a Deficit) for the year of £19,008 (2023 – Deficit £80,267). 
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Reserves Policy 
It is the Trustees’ policy to maintain Unrestricted Funds at a level that equates to approximately six 
months of unrestricted expenditure. Per Unrestricted Funds on page 8, the Society’s free reserves at 31 
December 2024 amounted to £59,654 (2024 - £77,282) which is above the required level and is 
acceptable to the Trustees in view of the possibility of the Society having to underwrite deficits from 
future conferences. 

 
Grant making policy 
The UKEMS currently awards two types of grants by a competitive application process: 

 
Summer student placements (£1,500) 
Small grant scheme (£4,500) 

 
For each scheme, an announcement is made on the UKEMS website with an email to the members 
stating the deadline for applications (which may vary year by year). 

 
The UKEMS Committee reserves the right to make no awards in a given year if the standard of 
applicants is not high enough, or if financial constraints prevent the making of the awards. 

 
There is a designated form for applicants to complete providing information and completing the 
proposal with justification and, in the case of the small grant scheme, a brief summary of requested 
costs. 

 
Applications received by the deadline will be reviewed by a panel of UKEMS Committee members. 
Committee members will not be directly involved in the decision-making process if they have a link to 
the applicant or are making an application themselves. 

 
The panel completes a score sheet and comments on the suitability of the proposal for fulfilling the aims 
of the Society. 

 
The Secretary or Treasurer collates the scores and the proposals are ranked accordingly. The award is 
made to the best proposals, according to the number of awards available. 

 
Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities 
The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the charity’s financial position and enable them to ensure that the Accounts comply 
with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006 (as amended) and the provisions of the charity’s Constitution. They are responsible 
for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 
Independent Examiner 

 F.C.C.A independent examiner of the Charity as the designated partner of TC 
Group, Business Advisors and Accountants responsible for this engagement. The Trustees 
recommend that he remain in office as independent examiner until further notice. 
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Statement of Receipts and Payments for the year ended 31 December 2024 

 
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Notes Funds Funds 2024 2023 
£ £ £ 

Receipts 
Voluntary income 

 

Subscriptions 4,430 890 5,320 4,500 
Charitable Activities     

Journal Income (Oxford University Press) 5 79,938 - 79,938 80,030 
Ticket sales/(Ticket sales refund)  - (250) (250) 1,020 

Investment Income      
Interest received  946 74 1,020 1,076 

 

Total Receipts 85,313 714 86,028 86,626 
 

Payments 
 

Charitable Activities  

EEMGS Bursaries 10,274 - 10,274 11,002 
EEMGS Subscription - - - 2,735 
Summer grants 5,990 - 5,990 21,865 
Mutagenesis editorial expense 5,000 - 5,000 6,000 
Website costs 1,586 242 1,828 418 
Bath 2024 Conference 53,308 3,853 57,161 113,672 
Edinburgh 2026 Conference 12,547 - 12,547 - 
IGG sponsorship 7,000 - 7,000 1,020 
PAEMGS Sponsorship - - - 1,527 
Conference prizes 116 - 116 96 
Paper of the Year Prize 500 - 500 500 
Bank charges - - - 50 

 
Sub-Total 96,321 4,095 100,416 158,885 

 

Governance costs 
Independent Examiner's Fee 4,620  - 4,620  4,380 
Committee Expenses -  - -  3,628 

Sub-Total 4,620  - 4,620  8,008 

Total Payments 100,941 
 

4,095 105,036 
 

166,893 

Transfers between accounts 2,000 
 

(2,000) - 
 

166,123 

Net Receipts/(Payments) for the year (17,628) 
 

(1,381) (19,008) 
 

(80,267) 

 
 
 
 

The Notes on page 9 form an integral part of these Accounts. 
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Statement of Balances as at 31 December 2024  

   
Unrestricted 

  
Restricted 

  
Total 

  
Total 

 Notes Funds  Funds  2024  2023 
  £  £  £  £ 
Bank and Cash in Hand         

Opening balances  77,282  14,634  91,916  172,183 
Net Receipts/(Payments) for the year  (17,628)  (1,381)  (19,008)  (80,267) 

Closing Balances  59,654  13,253  72,908  91,916 

 
Reserves 

        

General Fund  59,654  13,253  72,908  91,916 

Closing Balances  59,654  13,253  72,908  91,916 

 
Debtors 

        

Journal income (OUP) 5 83,735  -  83,735  79,939 
Subscription income  810    810  - 
Cash held by Affinity Events for future conferences  5,000  -  5,000  - 
Prepayment - Costs towards future events  12,547  -  12,547  - 

  102,092  -  102,092  79,939 

 
Liabilities 

        

Independent Examiner's Fee  4,850  -  4,850  4,536 

  4,850  -  4,850  4,536 

28/11/2025 
Approved by the Trustees on ................................. and signed on their behalf by: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Notes on page 9 form an integral part of these Accounts. 
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Notes to the Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024 
 

1. Accounting Policies 

Basis of Accounting 
The Accounts have been prepared on a Receipts and Payments basis in accordance with the Charities and Trustee 
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). 

 
VAT 
The charity is not registered for VAT and, accordingly, expenditure includes VAT where appropriate. 

 
2. Funds 

Funds are defined as follows: 

Unrestricted Funds 

General Fund 
The General Fund encompasses all income and expenditure relating to the primary focus activities of the charity, 
other than those for which funding is restricted. 

Restricted Funds 
Restricted Funds are subject to specific conditions as to how they may be used. The purposes and uses of the 
Restricted Funds are set out in Note 6. 

 
3. Expenditure 

Charitable activities comprise those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and services for its 
beneficiaries. 

Governance costs include those costs associated with meeting the constitutional and statutory requirements of the 
charity and include the Independent Examiner's fee. 

 
4. Trustees' Remuneration and expenses 

No Trustees nor any persons connected with them received remuneration during the year (2023 - £nil). 
 

5. Debtors 
The Society receives 50% of the profit arising from the Mutagenesis Journal. The profit share is paid by Oxford 
University Press to the Society after the end of the year to which it relates. Journal Income (OUP) of £83,735 
included in Debtors at 31 December 2024, as per the Statement of Balances on page 8, represents the Society's profit 
share for the year ended 31 December 2024. 

6. Restricted Funds 
 
 

At 01.01.24 Receipts Payments Transfers At 31.12.24 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Molecular Epidemiology Sub-Group 9,352 (176) (1,292) 2,000 9,884 
Industrial Genotoxicology Sub-Group 5,282 890 (2,803) - 3,369 

 
 14,634 714 (4,095) 2,000 13,253  

 
Purposes of Restricted Funds 
Each Sub-Group operates a bank account to finance activities for the support of its members in fostering multi-
disciplinary links in the molecular epidemiology and genotoxicoly scientific sectors, via data workshops and annual 
meetings. Each Sub-Group would normally 
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ELECTRONIC RECORD AND SIGNATURE DISCLOSURE 
From time to time, Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants (we, us or Company) may be 
required by law to provide to you certain written notices or disclosures. Described below are the 
terms and conditions for providing to you such notices and disclosures electronically through the 
DocuSign, Inc. (DocuSign) electronic signing system. Please read the information below 
carefully and thoroughly, and if you can access this information electronically to your 
satisfaction and agree to these terms and conditions, please confirm your agreement by clicking 
the ‘I agree’ button at the bottom of this document. 
Getting paper copies 
At any time, you may request from us a paper copy of any record provided or made available 
electronically to you by us. You will have the ability to download and print documents we send 
to you through the DocuSign system during and immediately after signing session and, if you 
elect to create a DocuSign signer account, you may access them for a limited period of time 
(usually 30 days) after such documents are first sent to you. After such time, if you wish for us to 
send you paper copies of any such documents from our office to you, you will be charged a 
$0.00 per-page fee. You may request delivery of such paper copies from us by following the 
procedure described below. 
Withdrawing your consent 
If you decide to receive notices and disclosures from us electronically, you may at any time 
change your mind and tell us that thereafter you want to receive required notices and disclosures 
only in paper format. How you must inform us of your decision to receive future notices and 
disclosure in paper format and withdraw your consent to receive notices and disclosures 
electronically is described below. 
Consequences of changing your mind 
If you elect to receive required notices and disclosures only in paper format, it will slow the 
speed at which we can complete certain steps in transactions with you and delivering services to 
you because we will need first to send the required notices or disclosures to you in paper format, 
and then wait until we receive back from you your acknowledgment of your receipt of such 
paper notices or disclosures. To indicate to us that you are changing your mind, you must 
withdraw your consent using the DocuSign ‘Withdraw Consent’ form on the signing page of a 
DocuSign envelope instead of signing it. This will indicate to us that you have withdrawn your 
consent to receive required notices and disclosures electronically from us and you will no longer 
be able to use the DocuSign system to receive required notices and consents electronically from 
us or to sign electronically documents from us. 
All notices and disclosures will be sent to you electronically 
Unless you tell us otherwise in accordance with the procedures described herein, we will provide 
electronically to you through the DocuSign system all required notices, disclosures, 
authorizations, acknowledgements, and other documents that are required to be provided or 
made available to you during the course of our relationship with you. To reduce the chance of 
you inadvertently not receiving any notice or disclosure, we prefer to provide all of the required 
notices and disclosures to you by the same method and to the same address that you have given 
us. Thus, you can receive all the disclosures and notices electronically or in paper format through 
the paper mail delivery system. If you do not agree with this process, please let us know as 
described below. Please also see the paragraph immediately above that describes the 
consequences of your electing not to receive delivery of the notices and disclosures 



 

 

electronically from us. 
How to contact Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants: 
You may contact us to let us know of your changes as to how we may contact you electronically, 
to request paper copies of certain information from us, and to withdraw your prior consent to 
receive notices and disclosures electronically as follows: 
To contact us by email send messages to: pm@alexandersloan.co.uk 

 
To advise Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants of your new e-mail address 
To let us know of a change in your e-mail address where we should send notices and disclosures 
electronically to you, you must send an email message to us at pm@alexandersloan.co.uk and in 
the body of such request you must state: your previous e-mail address, your new e-mail address. 
We do not require any other information from you to change your email address.. 
In addition, you must notify DocuSign, Inc. to arrange for your new email address to be reflected 
in your DocuSign account by following the process for changing e-mail in the DocuSign system. 
To request paper copies from Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants 
To request delivery from us of paper copies of the notices and disclosures previously provided 
by us to you electronically, you must send us an e-mail to pm@alexandersloan.co.uk and in the 
body of such request you must state your e-mail address, full name, US Postal address, and 
telephone number. We will bill you for any fees at that time, if any. 
To withdraw your consent with Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants 
To inform us that you no longer want to receive future notices and disclosures in electronic 
format you may: 

i. decline to sign a document from within your DocuSign session, and on the subsequent 
page, select the check-box indicating you wish to withdraw your consent, or you may; 
ii. send us an e-mail to pm@alexandersloan.co.uk and in the body of such request you 
must state your e-mail, full name, US Postal Address, and telephone number. We do not 
need any other information from you to withdraw consent.. The consequences of your 
withdrawing consent for online documents will be that transactions may take a longer time 
to process.. 

 
Required hardware and software 
Operating Systems: Windows® 2000, Windows® XP, Windows 

Vista®; Mac OS® X 
Browsers: Final release versions of Internet Explorer® 6.0 

or above (Windows only); Mozilla Firefox 2.0 
or above (Windows and Mac); Safari™ 3.0 or 
above (Mac only) 

PDF Reader: Acrobat® or similar software may be required 
to view and print PDF files 

Screen Resolution: 800 x 600 minimum 
Enabled Security Settings: Allow per session cookies 

** These minimum requirements are subject to change. If these requirements change, you will be 
asked to re-accept the disclosure. Pre-release (e.g. beta) versions of operating systems and 
browsers are not supported. 
Acknowledging your access and consent to receive materials electronically 



 

 

To confirm to us that you can access this information electronically, which will be similar to 
other electronic notices and disclosures that we will provide to you, please verify that you were 
able to read this electronic disclosure and that you also were able to print on paper or 
electronically save this page for your future reference and access or that you were able to e-mail 
this disclosure and consent to an address where you will be able to print on paper or save it for 
your future reference and access. Further, if you consent to receiving notices and disclosures 
exclusively in electronic format on the terms and conditions described above, please let us know 
by clicking the ‘I agree’ button below. 
By checking the ‘I agree’ box, I confirm that: 

 
• I can access and read this Electronic CONSENT TO ELECTRONIC RECEIPT OF 

ELECTRONIC RECORD AND SIGNATURE DISCLOSURES document; and 

• I can print on paper the disclosure or save or send the disclosure to a place where I can 
print it, for future reference and access; and 

 
• Until or unless I notify Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants as described above, I 

consent to receive from exclusively through electronic means all notices, disclosures, 
authorizations, acknowledgements, and other documents that are required to be provided 
or made available to me by Alexander Sloan Chartered Accountants during the course of 
my relationship with you. 


	Summary
	Accounts - 2024-12-31

