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Childrens Wilderness Sanctuary
Scotland · Charity number SC023382

Details

Status Active

Legal form Trust (founding document is a deed of trust) (other than educational endowment)

Registered 1995-02-03

Register View on the OSCR register

Contact

Address Finniegill
Boreland
Lockerbie
DG11 2LP

Activities

Activities: 'It carries out activities or services itself'

Purposes: 'the advancement of education','the advancement of environmental protection or improvement'

What the charity does: The charity aims for the education of children and young people through nature and
local, national and international ecological and environmental issues. We mainly do this through the land in
the Upper Dryffe valley. We have developed activities to be held in nature. Tree recognition through games
and collecting leaves, environmental art [ making art with natural materials] pond dips, orientation, survival
[keeping warm and dry outdoors] story telling, den making, outdoor cooking, keeping outdoor areas tidy, care
for the environment. Simple boat making and racing them in the river. Simple sport activities outdoors. The
children and adults love these activities. It gives them a better understanding of themselves and what they
can achieve. They learn to work together without putting pressure on that aspect. They look healthier by
being outside, away of their phones an t.v. They learn to problem solve in nature. This being a skill that they
will take with them into their normal life

Beneficiaries: 'Children or young people','No specific group, or for the benefit of the community'

Objectives: The Trustees shall hold the Trust Funds aftermentioned for the benefit of the public for
charitable purposes only within the meaning assigned thereto by the law for the time being in force and,
specifically, the advancement of education of children and young persons, in particular children and young
persons coming from families with a background of social and/or economic deprivation, in nature studies and
other subjects appertaining to local, national and international ecological and environmental issues.
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Geography

• Main operating location: Dumfries And Galloway

• Geographical spread: Scotland and other parts of the UK

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £101,696 £893 - 0

2023-12-31 £537 £466 - 0

2022-12-31 £606 £946 - 0

2021-12-31 £602 £1,438 - 0

2020-12-31 £602 £150 - 0
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CHILDRENS WILDERNESS SANCTUARY 
 
 
 
Annual report 2024.                                                                                  May 2025 
 
The charities aims are to encourage education through nature and the environment 
with children and young people. This will also empower children and young people 
as they develop certain skills by being in nature. 
 
Last year was a different year. For a while we have had discussions with the 
organisation who plans to use our valley for wind turbines. This will mean that we will 
be surrounded by lots of very high turbines very near our land and buildings. The 
outcome of the meetings is that we have to relocate.  
 
During the year people who still have a connection with the charity have been visiting 
and spent time here. Without being asked they all shared what they have learned 
and what difference this has made in their lives. The outcomes have been far more 
reaching than we ever thought possible. They all had one thing in common, they all 
felt sad with the coming changes. They all learned skills that helped them through 
their lives. They learned different and better ways to communicate with people and 
situations. They learned to problem solve, learned to deal with adversity, learned to 
appreciate nature and look after this better. Some are now working as teachers, 
some have jobs with trees and nature. If they have children of their own, they have 
passed these skills onto their children. They all mentioned the freedom for being 
themselves being here. They loved being here. Being here created deep 
connections that developed here with the people and animals here. These 
connections remained and when returning here again they quickly fell into place and 
it felt like no time had passed between when they last had been here.  
 
We talked about why it worked so well being here and came up with these points. 
There was space and time, people listened, problems were being sorted with 
everyone together, everyone was feeling valued and being part of a community. 
People felt safe and within this safe and open environment they could grow and 
bring changes to themselves. It was so unexpected hearing their updates and each 
and everyone giving this feedback.  
 
We will reconsider our upcoming changing situation and find the best possible 
solution for our future. 
 

 
Trustee 
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