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CHRIST CHURCII FALKIRK

REPORT OF THE VESTRY

The members of the Vestry present their annual report together with the financial statements for the year
ended 30 September 2025.

lntroduction
Christ Church was consecrated in 1864 and today meets the needs of Episcopalians and otherAnglicans living
in or visiting the town and surrounding communities.
We are a congregation of around l-35. During the last few years we have welcomed new members
particularly people coming from other countries who now live in the area. Eucharist is celebrated at 10am
on Sundays and Thursdays with an addition celebration at 9am on the first Sunday of the month. Advancing
the mission of Christ Church through worship, service and fellowship is our objective.
We are part of the West Forth Area of the Diocese of Edinburgh which is part of the Scottish Episcopal
Church. Wealsoassist,financially,themedicalclinicatGursisterchurchinDioceseof Kinkiiz,Uganda. The
congregation supports the local Trussell Trust Foodbank and the Mission to Seafarers [Scotland]. We have
close connections with Friends of Scottish Settlers IFoSS]. This is a local charity which supports refugees and
asylum seekers in the local area. Three of our members are FoSS trustees and other members volunteer as

is necessary. We have ecumenical links with five other churches in Falkirk. [These links are of particular
importance during Holy Week and Prayer for Christian Unity Week.l We have established a close link with
the localAir Cadet Squadron laTA Falkirk).
This annual report and accounts present a summary of our financial activities during the year and give an
overview of general activities which have taken place in the life of our Church.

Activities and Achievements
The Church aims to maintain 2 services per week. Sung Eucharist at 10am on Sundays and Said Eucharist at
10am on Thursdays (in St Andrew's Chapel during summer months in the hall at other times). Additionally,
on the first Sunday of the month there is a Said Eucharist in the Lady Chapel. The hall is used for Church
activities and is let out, at a modest hourly rate, to local community groups.

ln early October 2}24,the 160th anniversary of the Church was marked by a Festal Mass followed by a buffet
luncheon.

Structure and Governance
ln terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (Scotland) Act 2AA5 and the Charities Account (Scotland)

Regulations 2005 (as amended), the Vestry reports to the congregation as Follows:

with the Anglican Church.

Appointment of Vestry Members
Vestry members are elected or appointed by the Annual General lVeeting established by constitution and
under Canon Law of the Scottish Episcopal Church. Apart from the Rector, ordinary Vestry members are
elected bythe congregation and usually serve for a term of 3 years and may not serve again for one year.
They retire in rotation so that 2 of these elected members retire each year. The Rector's Warden is

appointed by the Rector. There is an election at each AGt\4 for the post of Peoples' Warden. The Rector is

appointed by the Vestry and by the Bishop of the Diocese.
The Vestry Secretary gives regular updates to other Vestry members on relevant changes in legislation anci

best practice relating to charities. As a designated trustee of a charity each new Vestry member is provided
with an introduction packto ensure that they are familiarwith the Church's values, aims and responsibilities.
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The Vestry appoint an Honorary Treasurer who, on behalf of the Vestry, must prepare financial statements
which give sufficient detailto enable an appreciation of the transactions of the Church during the financial
year. The members of the Vestry are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which, on request,
must refJ,ect the current financial position of the Church at that time.

Statement of risk
The Vestry keeps under revlew the major risks to which the Church is exposed and has established measures
to mitigate any identified risk. We have established an ongoing risk assessment and appropriate updates
are made by the Church's Building Group. Our Safeguarding Policy has been adopted and copies are
displayed within both the Church and the hall along with details and contact details of our PVG Co-ordinator.

Relationship with the 5EC Diocese and Province
Christ Church is supported by the Diocese of Edinburgh and the Province through the pastoral oversight of
the Bishop, with central support functions provided by the Diocesan level by the Rector and the Lay
Representative. As a member of the SEC, Christ Church has an obligation to contribute to the costs cf the
Diocese and Province via payment of the annual quota an amount based on the relative level of income of
the Church in comparison with that of other churches within the Diocese and Province.

Charitable Objectives and Activities
The Church's principal activities include public worship in sacrament and prayer, Christian education,
charitableworkandfund-raisingforlocal,national andinternational needs. Thereisawiderangeofsocial
events.

Volunteers
The Vestry acknowledges the time, freely given, by many volunteers to sustain a wide range of activities

lncome
The Church relies greatly on the generosity of its congregation for the majority of its day to day funding. ln
addition, smaller but noteworthy amounts are generated by fund-raising / social events. Church hall lets
along with, currently, renting of the Rectory flat represent important sources of funding.

Reserves

The reserves fall into the category of both restricted and unrestricted funds. There are no endowment
funds. Unrestricted funds can be spent on any relevant activity. However, restricted funds can only be used

on a defined activity. The Vestry has adopted a policy of maintaining a level of unrestricted reserves such

that, in the event of a significant drop in income, the Church would be able to sustain its current level of
actiuities for a reasonable period of time until replacement funding is obtained,

Transfer of Funds
No physicaltransfer of funds has taken place

lnvestments
lVlonies which are not required to fund day-to-day expenditure are invested in the Scottish Episcopal Church
Unit Trust Pool (UTP) administered by Baillie Gifford. The investment policy of the UTP, which accords with
that of the Vestry, is to earn a return on assets over the long term, sufficient at least to maintain the real
value of the distribution to unit holders. The UTP has developed an ethical investment policy. (No

investment is made in companies which derive more that 15% of their revenue from tobacco, gambling or
armaments.) h2A17, General Synod agreed a number of resolutions in respect of Climate Change Action
and Fossil Fuel lnvestments. A further restricted category of investment has therefore been added to those
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detailed above. {No direct investment will be made in companies deriving over L}Yo of their revenues from
the extraction of thermal coal or tar sands.) The majority of the UTP is invested in UK equities.

Responsibilities of Vestry Members
The members of the Vestry must prepare financial statements rarhich give sufficient detail to enable an

appreciation of the transactions of the Church during the financial year. The members of the Vestry are
responsible for keeping proper accounting records which, on request, must reflect the current position of
the Church at that time. This must be done to ensure that the financial statements comply with Charities
and Trustee lnvestment {Scotland} Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland} Regulations 2006 {as
amended). They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Church and must take reasonable
steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and other irregularities.

FinancialReview
During the year the receipts amounted to f 68,482 and payments to f 60,998 resulting in a surplus of f7,484.
There was an unrealised gain of f 1,069 in the value of investments. At the end of the year balances of bank
account and investments totalled f84,885.

Conclusion
The members of the Vestry would like to thank all those who contribute their time, energy and money so
generouslyto ensure the continuation ad development of Christ Church as a centre of worship and a focus
for the community.

People's Warden

March L't,2A26

"4*t I
I

5



c$EE{8$?', il$Eaiffiil&€ H,&{,K$}4${

${u*EFHp,q a3ffi MT HX&B\4 fi 
pd rffi ',S reEp#ffiY

Ttr Yg-{tr TffieJ$;Tffifl$ 6"}S fr$"*ffil$T eHLeffiilH FeLKEF;ri{

P*P- T*-!g Vff$R Kps{mfr# 3# SfrPTtr,idffiffiffi 4tr35

i r*p*nt *n t$r* fina;:ei*i $ts"kffrfients *f th* *l'rarity fr.ll'tlre year ende* 3S Selrten'lh*r 3ff?5 w?tirh ar*:*t *ut
*ri pmge$ S t* 11.

ffi*sp*ctiwe r**p*motfu!i!(6cs *f Tr*st*en arsd Ex*r*i**r
"lhe ehurch'a Trust**s *t"* i'esp*nsihle f*r tii* p;"*i*arati*n *f t*i* ar**unts in *r**n*{xnee with the t*r*'ls u{
ti"r* eiranlti*s ar:elTrust** i*:v*strneri-L iSc*tla*et3 Ari 3*ff5 *irqi th*: ehxr-iti*s A*emumt:* {S*e'ti*rrei} R*gr:riati*;-:=
3**6" {xs ar:'r*ndee{} {"th* 3S*S ft*gt-tlxti.":r:s"} The Ch'-:rr-i'r's l'r*stees e*nsirj*nt?:*t rhc a*dit req*ir*;n*r-"rt *f
H*glrlati*r"l tfi{1}id} *'f tit* 3**6 ftegul*tl*ms d**s **t *p"*iY. !f is ryry r*-tpmnsi&:iliry t* *Nxr:rir:* thlu ilee*unts
*s rr*e1ulr"e':rJ ltreeler $*ct:*ii AA{li{*} *f th* ?fiil5 Ast *rurj t+ tt*te v,iilr:th*r **ri?r.r-;ian ry:att*a-: h*ry* ,;*rne t*
r:ry *l.t*ntinn.

ffi asiru mf i n'l d e premd* x'rt exm m E at*F'$ se&ttrrfi #fi t
fl,lly *xamir"lati*v* is **rried r:r:t in '$c*r:rd*r:ee with E*gui*ti*n 1,1- r:f ih* i-*t36 ffi*g-iat-i*n:. F.n *N*m!r-:;t:*n
lnr!**ie* x i'*vi*uv *f th* acc*r;*tin6 re**rds {ce#t hy ti"r* eiieritT **d a *rr*:p:+r'ls** *f tile fier*1ry_115

pnesentcd with tl"rms* r*c*rds" lt aism ir:r:i*d*s c*r:sideraii*i-r *i any Li*r-:5{-iai it*nr: *;- rJisc!+rr:ren in {he
*ie*r:*ts, *r":ei se*iqs t:lplan;alroris fr"+nr th* truste*s e*n*erning;**h:T?*ti,*rs. Th* i::"*r*d*;"*s urlrlertek*i:
d* r-tr:t provirtre aiX the *rrlcler:ee :i.lxt v'r**lii h* requlrerl in an *l;*iit, *i:ri c*r"ls*r;,,;*ntiy i ei* r:*t *xpr*rs mr]

ai":riit rplni*r-i #i'] the vi*tnr 6liven *y th* sfle*urlts.

& nrdepet"td*$rt *x*stli*"rerns st#tmm*ffi t
!n i*r:***ti*n with rn'y *x.llr'*!mati*n, nc rn*?t*;" h*s **r'ne t$ i'y1y *ci*nt!.=l::-

1. 
'trhie 

h giu*n rne re al*rim[:i* ealrse ta belirve that, in a*y rnairri*l re:p**t, th* r*quirer:itr*'{5:-

- tm lee*p accoi;nting rec*;"iJs rn ac{*rdrul"lee v*ith $*r:ti*i: ++{:ti i;} *f th* ?**5 Art *rtd ftegui*ii*r-, 4
*f rhe ?**S ii*gr.liatir:ns, xnd
- t* prepfir* aee*u*ts whi*h aec*rrj:+ith th* *cc*i..;ilri*g r***re!* anr* c*:*,:;:iy r,u-ith *eg*lat!r:n S tf
t-he 3**# Ace*untn R*gl:iati*n hav* **t be** rr:*t, *r

:. t* wl-rie!:. in rny apir:iom, *tt*:rti*n sh*r:ie! b* craii;n i* *r"#*i- ?* **"r*!:i* n itr*s*r ;:r"lci*;"st***i*g *f l1*
***s#nts t* h* r*aci'l*d,

ffiqtfi{}$d Pmtelrxc}ffi

M$*rr?'r S,h" 3#3S

s



CHRIST CTTURCH FALKIRK

RECEIPTS

Receipts and Payments for period ended 30th September 2025

Notes Unrestricted Restricted Endowments

f

32,483
q qq7

7 Lq1

2,685

f f

Total
Fun ds

f

32,483

5,597

7,497

2,685

200

7AB

6,926

6,783

902
? oofJ/OO /

L42

0

672

0

0

0

0

58,482

2s/24

f

29,890

14,7Lg

6,673

422

2,450

293

5,735

9,840

4,05i

4,807

0

480

111

90

100

0

0

79,267

WFO, Gift Aid

Tax Recovered

Ordinary Collections

Donations

Weddings, Baptisms,
Funerals

lnvestment lnterest

Hall rental

Rectory rental

Fuel Bills

General Fundraising

Magazine

Rebates & Grants

Su nd ri es

Flower Fund

Quinquennial

Rectory Renovations

CTP Donations

TOTAL RECEIPTS

200

708

6,926

6,783

902

3,887

L42

0

672

68,482

0

0

0

0

0 0
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CHRIST CIIURCIT FALKIRK

PAYMENTS

Receipts and Payments for period ended 30th September 2025

Unrestricted Restricted Endoyrment

29,519

0

0

379

0

5,198

0

Total
Funds

7 100

1_,421_

4,293

244

0

998

4,869

1 0?q

0

2,280

288

3,090

194

0

0

0

60,998

7,484

23/24

t? qtq

a

0

75

J_l

5,192

a

4,968

595

4,566
)oc

0

394

4,753

932

0

410

a

64

900

20

1 4)n

a

68,654

Clergy Stipend, Nl, Pension

and Diocesan Fee

IVI inistry Travel Expenses

CPD

Relief tV inistry Travel

Telephone

Quota

Council Tax

Church, Rectory and
Hall Maintenance

Rectory rental expenses

Gas and Electricity

Clea n ing

Water Rates

Alta r

lnsurance

Organists' Fees

Photocopyi ng

Garden

Web Site

Su nd ries

Quinquennial

Flower Fund

Rectory Renovations

CTP Donations

TOTAL PAYMENTS

Surplus (deficit)

?q qlq

0

0

379

0

5,198

0

7,L99

1,421

4,293

240

0

998

4,869

1,,029

0

2,284

288

3,090

194

60,804

7,678

0

n

0

t94

-ts4 LA,607
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Statement of Funds
Balance
blr

General Fund

Payments Excess Transfers

{before transfers)

60804 7678 0

Receipts

42012 68482

1988

Balance
clf

49690

73579Reserves Fund 71.591.

Total Unrestricted Funds 63604 70470 60804

Flower Fund 1160

Quinquennial 8542 \94

Contributing Third Party 2Ot3

Rectory Renovation 654

0

0

0

n

0

9666

0

-194

0

o 73269

1160

8348

2013

654

0

0

0

00

0

0

Total Funds 75972 70474 60998

Statement of Balances

Cash qt hond qnd in bank
Cash at beginning of year

Surplus/{deficit) for yea r

Transfers between funds
Cash at end of year

lnvestments {SEC Unit Trust Paol)

Market value at beginning of year

Additions at cost

Disposal proceeds

Unrealised gain/(loss) for year

N4arket value at year end

Fund Balonces (Cash, lnvestments & Assets retained)

9477 a 85444

Notes Unrestricted Restricted Endowments Total Funds

f

42,0L2

7,678
0

49,690

2L,59L
0

0

1,988
?? q7q

73,270

L2,369
-1_94

0

L2,L75

0

12,L75

12,369

-194
0

It_

0

0

0

0

0

f

At beginning of year

Cash surplus/(deficit) for year

Movement in investments
Tra n sfe rs

At end ofyear

63,604

7,678
l_,988

54,39L
7,484

0

6L,865.L4

2L,591"

0

0

l_,988

23,579

85,444

75,972

],484
1,988

0

85,444

9
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Funds and purpose

General Fund: This is the operational account, receiving income and paying expenses.

Reserves Fund:This fund is to meet any exceptional expenses

Flower Fund: Provides flowers for the church each Sunday

Quinquennial Fund:The fund is used forthe upkeep of the church buildings. The church is inspected every
five years.

contributing Third Party Fund: The fund holds grants from outside agencles.

Rectory Renovation Fund: The fund is for the upkeep of the rectory.

Stipend

The church contributes to the national stipend fund. The rector is paid from the national fund

Trustee remuneration

No trustees were paid for their services during the year

Trustee transactions

There were no transactions with trustees during the year

Collections for third parties

MaclVillan
Quiet Waters
Food Bank

Lent Appeal
Nyakinoni

Total

f60s
ft45
f85

f455
f3,654

f4,944
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GIVING

GENERAL FUND RAISING COLLECTED and DISBURSED

lnvestments
The church holds 715 units in the SEC Unit Trust

SALE AND PURCHASE OF FIXED ASSETS

There has been no sale or purchase of fixed assets during the year.

#

.ti,/t !

'/, 1.
I Sand\s goVaird

ltypedl

Frank M urray/Sandie Bovaird
Joint Acting Treasu rers
March L't,2026

2024 - 2425 2073 - 2024

WFO and Gift Aid Donations 32,483 79970

Ordinary collections (open plate) 7,497 6677

Donations 2,685 622

ccl-60 180 2410

Total 43,845 39679

f
Folk Evening 332

Soup and Pud )E2

Fashion Show 435

Quiz 344

Christmas Cards 344

Christmas Concert 1..44

Total 3,526
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