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Trustees’ Annual Report  Page 1 
Year ended 31 December 2024 
The Trustees present the annual report for Ferintosh Parish Church of Scotland for 
the year ended 31st December 2024. 
 
Reference and Administrative Information: 
 
Charity Name: Ferintosh Parish Church of Scotland 
Charity Registration Number: SC012675 
Congregation Reference Number: 392203 

 
Bankers 
Bank of Scotland, High Street, DINGWALL, Ross-shire, IV15 9HL 

                                            
1 Passed Away, May 2024 
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Ferintosh Parish Church of Scotland  
 
Trustees’ Annual Report 
Year ended 31st December 2024 
 
 
Structure, Governance and Management 
 
Governing Document 
 
The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Deed of Constitution. 
Since 2016 the Church has used The Unitary Constitution. 
 
Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees 
 
The Members of the Kirk Session are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session Members 
are the minister and the active elders of the Church. The elders are chosen from those 
members of the church’s congregation who are considered to have the appropriate 
gifts and skills. 
 
Organisational Structure 
 
Under The Unitary Constitution, the Kirk Session is responsible for all aspects of life 
within the church, including the spiritual, ecclesiastical, financial, and upkeep and 
maintenance of all church property. The Kirk Session met five times in 2024 to progress 
business and twice before the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. It can also meet on 
other special occasions, though this did not happen this year. 
 
The Kirk Session organises itself into a number of areas of responsibility including 
Finance, Fabric, Mission, Outreach, Youth Ministry, Pastoral Care, Safeguarding, 
Health and Safety, Data Protection and Social, with the majority of these areas being 
active over the last year. 
 
On January 1st 2024, the new much larger Presbytery of Clèir Eilean ì: Highlands and 
Hebrides came into being, which was a result of the merger of nine former Presbyteries 
of the Church of Scotland in the north of Scotland. They included the Presbytery of 
Ross which we were formally part of. So 2024 saw us getting used to the new 
arrangements in our new Presbytery. For now, we have continued to worship as a 
single church in Ferintosh as the proposed union with the churches in Contin and 
Lochluichart is still on hold for now. 
 
Objectives and Activities 
 
The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition and 
Presbyterian in polity. It exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of 
Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world. As a national Church it acknowledges a 
distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of religion to the people in every parish 
of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates with other Churches and 
various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond. 
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2024 saw us continue to operate as we had been doing at the end of 2023 with the 
vast majority of our church activities operating normally and most of the outside groups 
who had used our facilities before the pandemic having returned. We even had a 
number of new activities using the church facilities, both from within the church and 
from outside. 
 
As a church, we continue to aim to run activities in our church premises as safely as 
possible. Numbers attending morning worship have continued to grow over the year 
and we now have all of our church seating back in use. 
 
Services of Worship 
 
During 2024 our Sunday morning services have taken place each week in the church 
and the average attendance has been reasonable with around 50 to 60 people 
attending. Some services however have seen significantly more people in church with 
occasionally nearer 90 people attending which is most encouraging. 
 
We continued to run our online weekly evening service using Zoom that allows us to 
meet together from our own homes. This continues to be welcomed by a number of 
the participants who are essentially housebound and are not able to make it to a church 
service. 
 
Throughout 2024, we have endeavoured to hold two evening services a month in the 
church hall (the 1st and 3rd Sunday). Zoom is also used at these services so as to 
include those folk who wish to remain at home. These mixed mode services have 
worked well. 
 
During Holy Week we organised additional evening services on Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. The Good Friday Service included Holy Communion. At Christmas we 
were able to organise our additional Watchnight and Christmas morning services, in 
addition to the normal Advent Season services. 
 
This year we have endeavoured to run Services at our local Respite Care Home on a 
monthly basis though at times this has been difficult due to the continuing problems of 
Covid and the recurring problems of flu and similar bugs. The residents and staff at 
this Care Home are very appreciative of these services. Some of the residents help 
out with the service, either by distributing the praise sheets or helping with the music. 
Over the year, some of the residents have been able to visit us occasionally at our 
Wednesday Community Cuppa which is held mid-week for the benefit of the 
community. At our other local Care Home we have also been involved with the taking 
of a monthly church service. Once again, the residents have been very appreciative of 
our visits and they enjoy being able to meet folk from the church. 
 
This year we shared in the Lord’s Supper on four occasions (New Year, early March, 
Good Friday and early September) which is our normal pattern.  
 
For our young people, the Sunday Club group that meets on a Sunday morning in the 
Church Hall (after sharing the start of the main service in the Church) has run 
throughout the year (with the usual breaks for school holidays). However, despite the 
school holidays, a number of our young people still come to church so this has resulted 
in the need to have activities available for them to enjoy (and leaders to oversee them). 
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An initiative this year was to try out a new activity for our young people and their families 
called Messy Church. Messy Church is an all-age expression of church that 
encourages families to come together, to make, to eat and to celebrate God. It is a 
fast-growing ministry that continues to engage and build relationships with thousands 
of people outside the usual church context. The values of Messy Church are based on 
creativity, hospitality and celebration. During the year we ran two Messy Churches. 
The first took place in June and the second in October. At Easter we also ran an Easter 
Egg Hunt around the Church Grounds for the local community. At all these events there 
were around 40 children present, plus their parents. We hoped to encourage families 
in the local community who were not church goers to get involved and in that we were 
successful. 
 
Activities 
 
Our various weekday church groups have continued to meet as normal. 
 
The Guild meets regularly once a month for a good part of the year on a Monday 
afternoon and continues to be actively involved with the Church of Scotland’s Guild 
Project, raising funds for the various underlying individual organisations. In 2024, the 
specific project supported was Kazunzu Village of Hope in Tanzania, a project of the 
Vine Trust. 
 
Like the Guild, the Ladies Bible Study group also meets regularly, albeit weekly, on a 
Wednesday afternoon. It meets most weeks of the year. 
 
We participated in Christian Aid Week this year and were able to organise a Coffee 
Morning and Plant Sale (where the funds raised were shared with the Leprosy Mission) 
together with a collection held at the local Co-op. The congregations of both our church 
and the Free Church in Maryburgh also contributed through holding retiring collections 
at the end of their services. 
 
In November we held once again a Remembrance Day Service, which included an Act 
of Remembrance at the War Memorial in Conon Bridge at 11am. We were joined by 
members of the local community including the Brownies and Guides from the local 
Brownie and Guide Units, and the Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts from the local 
Scout Group. At Christmas, we held a number of Advent Services in the church 
including a Watchnight Service and Christmas Day Morning Service, plus a 
Communion Service that took place at the evening service on the first Sunday in 
January 2025. 
 
The Transport Needs (formerly Pastoral Care) team continued to be available to help 
those who are housebound and/or elderly within the congregation and local 
community. The team is mainly used to help those who need transport to appointments 
at the doctor or hospital.  
 
The Conon Community Cuppa continues to meet weekly on a Wednesday in the 
Church Hall for around 2 hours. Numbers attending are not large but those who come 
along enjoy it very much and it provides a good place to go for a change of scene and 
a chat. During the summer months, friends from our local Respite Care Home were 
able to drop in, whilst towards the end of the year other friends from another local Care 
Home joined with us as well. 
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Bundles of Fun, our Parent/Carer & Toddler group for the local community, has run 
throughout the year on a Thursday and proves to be very popular. Around 30 children 
come along with their parents/carers and there is plenty of noise and activity. The 
adults enjoy the chance to meet and talk with each other while their children play. 
 
Social activities have not run as often as they did before the pandemic, in part due to 
folk being involved in other things. However, refreshments have been served after 
Sunday morning worship on a weekly basis and have been well supported. Also, after 
the Watchnight Service, we served tea, coffee, mince pies, etc. which were enjoyed by 
the 20 people who stayed behind after the service. The Social Team also assisted with 
the catering at the Messy Church activities. 
 
Use of our church hall by outside organisations has continued to grow over the year 
and the hall is probably being used now more than it was before the pandemic. By the 
end of the year, the Hall was being used regularly by the Ross-shire Flower Club, a 
Line Dancing Club, a Squirrel Scout Drey meeting, the North of Scotland 
Archaeological Society and a Country Dancing Club. The local Scottish Women’s 
Institute continue to use our hall for some of their committee meetings (and craft 
making sessions) as do the Dingwall and District Angling Club. The local Scout Group 
continue to use the hall in December for their Scout Post fund raising event. The hall 
was even used as a Polling Station for the General Election and it is likely that the 
Highland Council will use it again as a Polling station for other future local and national 
elections. 
 
Achievements and Performance 
 
During 2024, the numbers attending church on a Sunday have been most encouraging. 
In particular, as mentioned earlier, the morning service has seen numbers of 50 to 60 
in church with a reasonable number of Young People coming along to Sunday Club. 
 
During the year we were pleased to welcome 10 new Communicant members to the 
church with the result that we now have a total of 127 communicant members, an 
increase of 7 over the previous year. 
 
During the past year, the number of young people attending Sunday Club has been 
steady though numbers dropped a little in the second half of the year. There are 
normally between 4 and 15 young people present each Sunday, with an average 
attendance over the year of around 10. We currently have 21 names on the Register 
which is good. All the young people are very enthusiastic and quite often they 
participate in the morning service by helping the minister with the singing of a song. 
Their ages continue to be quite varied. It has also been good to see some of the parents 
going through to the church hall to help with Sunday Club when they leave for their 
own activities. Over the year, Sunday Club has had a varied programme which has 
included looking at the Fruits of the Spirit, the Gates of Nehemiah and the Beatitudes, 
plus outings to North Kessock to go on a Nature Trail and a trip on the Caledonian 
Canal with the Seagull Trust. They have also kept up their links with St. Andrew’s Scots 
Kirk in Sri Lanka, by exchanging updates and cards with them. The crèche (for pre-
school aged children) continues to run as part of Sunday Club. 
 
The starting of Messy Church during the year has been a definite achievement and the 
numbers attending (around 40 young people and 25 adults) has been most 
encouraging. 
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The evening online Zoom service at 6.30pm have run most Sunday evenings in 2024. 
Over the year we had an average of around 10 Zoom connections per service with an 
average of 11 people at each service. The evening services in the Church Hall have 
seen an average of 15 people attending each service in person. 
 
This year we had one baptism and one infant dedication service. 
 
Our teams of volunteers who open the church for worship, welcome folk to church on 
a Sunday, count the collection and organise its banking, read the Lesson each Sunday 
or help with Sunday Club or the provision of tea and coffee after morning worship have 
once again worked very hard over the year. 
 
The Guild, which meets monthly (except over the summer), has a membership of 16 
people. Between 12 and 14 people usually attend each meeting, depending on the 
topic. 
 
The Ladies Bible Study group is made up of a number of enthusiastic ladies. Over the 
year, 8 ladies participated (dropping to 6 by the end of the year) with typical attendance 
being between 5 and 7. 
 
During 2024 a number of fund-raising initiatives were arranged. In particular, the 
excellent sum of £1,328.69 was raised in various ways for Christian Aid Week with 
some help from the congregation of Maryburgh Free Church. A Coffee Morning and 
Plant Sale was arranged for Leprosy Mission (as well as Christian Aid Week) and the 
Leprosy Mission share was £267.30. Retiring collections were held this year at a few 
services with Church of Scotland HIV/Aids Programme, Earl Haig Fund, Leprosy 
Mission’s Nepal Appeal and Christian Aid’s DEC Gaza Appeal all benefitting from the 
monies raised.  
 
Our minister , continues to work closely with our local school, 
Ben Wyvis Primary, which benefits our work with the local community. 
 
In April 2024, we were approached by Knockbain Parish Church, who had recently 
closed and were preparing for the sale of their church, who had heard we were on the 
lookout for a replacement church organ. They had a digital Allen organ which was not 
that old and had not been used that much, which they hoped we might be able to take 
ownership of. Our own pipe organ, which has served us well for a very long time, needs 
a considerable amount of work doing to it which will be very expensive. So the offer 
from Knockbain came at a very helpful time. So arrangements were made to transport 
the organ from Knockbain to our church and for it to be installed by a technician from 
Allen Organs. Since its installation, the organ has been regularly used and is making 
a useful contribution to our church services. 
 
Towards the end of the year we were able to have the (internal) church clock (which is 
original to the building) repaired, the cost being covered by an anonymous donation. 
Hopefully it might continue to keep us all “to time” for a good few more years. 
 
Financial Review 
 
2024 was a busy year for our Church with plenty of activity and some new initiatives 
with our young people. As a consequence, expenditure was up on last year whilst our 
income was about the same. 
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