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Formartine Parish Church of Scotland
Scotland · Charity number SC006056

Details

Status Active

Legal form Unincorporated association

Part of The Church of Scotland (SC011353)

Registered 1942-11-02

Register View on the OSCR register

Contact

Address Over Kirkton
Barthol Chapel
Inverurie
Aberdeenshire
Scotland
AB51 8TA

Website www.formartineparishchurch.org.uk

Activities

Activities: 'It carries out activities or services itself'

Purposes: 'the advancement of religion'

What the charity does: Our charity is a Church which provides weekly religious services for both members
and non-members. We sponsor the Formartine Youth Project for children aged between 10-18yrs who meet
in the church for games and snacks on a weekly basis during term time in Pitmedden. Youth cafes/Club run
by FYP are also held in Methlick and Barthol Chapel. The church provides financial support to the local boys
brigade and to the salary of the youth project leader. The running of the church is funded by regular
donations from members and by holding various fundraising events such as 'The Big Breakfast', Soup &
Sweet, Gourmet Auction etc. These also help raise our profile in the local community and beyond.

Beneficiaries: 'No specific group, or for the benefit of the community'

Objectives: The advancement of religion.

Geography

• Main operating location: Aberdeenshire

• Geographical spread: Wider, but within one local authority area

https://opencharities.uk/sc/SC006056
https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=SC006056
www.formartineparishchurch.org.uk
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £98,320 £117,786 - 0

2024-12-31 £229,596 £128,709 - 0

2023-12-31 £47,211 £55,256 - 0

2022-12-31 £40,445 £48,119 - 0

2021-12-31 £56,251 £52,805 - 0

https://opencharities.uk/sc/SC006056
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Reference and Administration lnformation

Charity Name Formartine Parish Church of Scotland

Charity Registration No SC006056

CongregationReferenceNo 31'19'18

ContactAddrcss Ruth Nisbet
Liat
6 Bede Way
Tarves
Etlon

AB41 7V\!E

Trustees during year

Susanna Bichard Agnes Goar Helen Mennie
Charles Black Norman Glen Muriel Milne
Heather Black Anne Grant Ruth Nisbet
Doreen Brown Rob Fryer Alan Rae
Alison Bruce Bernard Hanby Danny Ross
Andy Clubb James Hepbum Alan Smith

'Fiona Entwistle Anna Jamieson Katherine Wlliams
'Garth Entwistle lsobel Laing *Pieter van der Wver
Maggie Fowler Alfie Marr

*elders who left before year end

Rev Alastair Bruce, lnterim Moderator, until 11 December 2025

Rev Aquila Singh, Minister, from 1'1 December 2025
Kathryn Ross, Treasurer

Rev Aquila Singh
Rev Alastair Bruce
Ruth Nisbet
Kathryn Ross

Minister
lnterim iroderator
Session Clerk
Treasurer

lndependentExaminer LindsayCaldeMood

Bankers Virgin Money
26 West High Street
lnverurie
AB51 3SL
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Trustees Annual Report for year ending 31 December 2025

Structure, Governance and Management

Governing Document

The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Deed of Constitution
Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees.

Recruitnent and Appoin0nent of Trustees

Members of the Kirk Session are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session members are the
Elders of the church and are chosen from those members ofthe church who are
considered to have appropriate gifts and skills.

Organisational Structure

Formadine Kirk Session is chaired by the Minister (lnterim Moderator during a vacancy)
and meets up to nine times a year. There are two main committees, Finance and Property,
as well as Worship and Pastoral. Formartine Parish Church has a Unitary Constitution with
all business being dealt with by the Kirk Session. We are represented at meetings of the
Presbytery of the North East and Northern lsles by the Minister (or lnterim Moderator) and
an Elder

Oblectives and Activities

The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in

polity. lt exists to gloriry God and to work for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom

throughout the world. As a national Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to
bring the ordinances of religion to the people in every parish of Scotland through a
territorial ministry lt m-operates with other Churches in various ecumenical bodies in

Scotland and beyond.

Achievements and Performance

Worship

Rev Alastair Bruce was lnterim Moderator until '11 December 2025 when Rev Aquila Singh

became Minister of Formartine Parish Church. Aquila's induction service was at Pitmedden

Kirk

There are two places of worship: Pitmedden Kirk and Tarves Kirk. Both Kirks are set out

cafe style for Sunday worship, which encourages fellowship over refreshments after the

service. United worship alternated between Kirks throughout the year and was conducted

using pulpit supply untilAquila became Minister.

Special services through the year included the Boys' Brigade Dedication, Thinking Day

and the Guild Dedication. Donations of foodstulfs from Harvest were distributed to families

in the Parish. Two services were held on Remembrance Sunday with an additional two

Acts of Remembrance in Udny Green and BartholChapel. This ensured that allfour

3



4

communities in the Parish were included. Guides and Brownies attended in Tarves and
Boys' Brigade in Pitmedden and Udny Green.

Worship in Pitmedden Kirk is streamed live on Zoom. Live streaming from Tarves Kirk was
discontinued during the year due to the poor internel connection. However, services at
both Kirks are recorded and uploaded later to our YouTube channel. This is appreciated by
those who cannot get to Church.

Services through Advent were well attended. There was a Lessons and Carols service in
Pitmedden and a Christmas Eve all age service in Tarves. There was no seryice on
Christmas Day.

Children's and Youth Outieach - the Formartine Youth Project

Formartine and Methlick Churches collaborate in the Formartine Youth Prqect (FYP)

which employs a full time Youth Worker. Grant funding is in place as well as linancial
commitments from each congregation and successful applications to other localtrust
funds. This project is highly valued by the local communities.

There are four Primary schools in the Parish: Barthol Chapel, Pitmedden, Tarves and Udny
Green. These all feed into Meldrum Academy. Contact with all four schools has been
maintained through their respective Head Teachers and we en oy leading regular
assemblies in the schools. The schools came to either Pitmedden or Tarves Kirk at Easter
and Christmas for an interactive walk-through experience of the Nativity and the events of
Holy Week. There is a 'Cool Kids' lunchtime club at Tarves Primary which provides a time

and place that is theirs; an opportunity to develop social skills and build on relationships

with their peers in an informal, safe, supportive environment. Targeted programs of support
are run for the P7s including 'The Emotional Rollercoaster', a program to support

emotional wellbeing, and sessions lo support transition to the Academy, looking at
resilience, opportunities that change can bring and understanding feelings. During exam

times study support kits are distributed locally.

Mainly Music takes place in Pitmedden and there are highly successful after school clubs

in Pitmedden and Barthol Chapel regularly engaging with almost 90 young people.

FYP has coordinated several community engagement projects including an Easter Garden

display and Gingebread Mllages at each Kirk. A summer holiday program ran weekly and

was very succeasful. 15 young leaders volunteered over 150 hours and went on to receive

accredited Dynamic Youth Awards.

Very successful Start to Stir and Youth Alpha courses welcomed a dozen young people to

have open conversations about life and faith and make new friendships.

A new Youth in Action group brings young people together from across the Parish (and

Methlick) and provides a platform to share ideas, build confidence, develop leadership and

teamwork and challenge issues that concern them locally

Pastoral Care
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Elders have supported those in the mmmunity who are in need or bereaved. UntilAquila
became Minister, funerals were conduded by a Reader who is a member of the
congregation.

As part of our 'Care for the Community' project we have mntinued to offer practical
support to people who are struggling. We have provided some food parcels and
supermarket vouchers.

Property

The Property Team continues to oversee the repair and maintenance of both Kirks, the
Udny Green and Tarves Manses and the Tarves Youth Hall. Udny Green Manse is
currently let. Tarves Manse was vacant untilAquila became Minister. Tarves Youth Hall is
used by several local clubs and oiganisations, including Guides, Haddo Musical Theatre, a
karate club and bowling club. lt is also used for parties, meetings and Church fundraising.
The property management is an ongoing responsibility that includes matters around Health
and Safety and Risk Assessment.

Major work is required on the access to Pitmedden Kirk and this is the major project

requiring attention.

Barthol Chapel Kirk was sold in December to the Barthol Chapel Community Hub.

Community

Hanover Court residents and others in the community provide a wide range of knitting
donations, which are distributed to AberNe@ssities, local children, various NHS Grampian
hospital wards, nursing homes, Cyrenians and Street Friends.

The Church makes regular contributions to the Tarves and Barthol Chapel Newsletter, and
to the Pitmedden News. Both magazines are delivered throughout the relevant parts of the
Parish.

The Church website and Facebook pages are an integral part of Church life with up-to-

date details ofwho we are and what we do. They continue to be an important method of
communication. Our YouTube channel streams Sunday worship for those who cannot
attend in peIson.

The Guild

Mid-Formartine Guild continues to be active, with 24 members and a varied programme

last year. Meetings start in April and run until September

Fellowship

As the Kirks have been set out caf6 style, we are able to enjoy fellowship after worship.

There is a weekly cofiee morning in Tarves Kirk. We have run monthly'Big BreaKasts'on

a Saturday morning, alternating between the two Kirks.
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Finance Review

A deficit for the year of e19,466 has occurred. Various factors such as a fall in donations,
high expenditure and donating harf of the regacy money received in 2024 have contributed
to this.

GiftAid donations has fallen by about e10,OOO compared to 2024. Donataons are mainly
being received into the bank by standing order but also by weekly op€n plate mllections.
Going foMard a sum up machine has been purchased to help with feopb Aonating.
Tax recovered on donations is high again in 2025. A lot of work has been done by our gift
aid convenor to ensure aI papenvork is mrrect which has resurted in g11,651 being
received this year for 2024 donations. lt is expected for tax recovered to be back down tonormal levels of about elOk per year.

There was a generous donation from Keithfield Energy this year of e3,3og. The
fundraising team have put on some fabulous events which has resu[eJ on €6,9g3 beingraised. Tarves youth Hall has continued to see increased usage which has resulted in
e9,660 rental income. Cofiee momings have continued on a ieefty Oasis in Tarves Kirk.
Mainly Music continue to use pitmedden Kirk.

Expenditure is still high but not as high as last year. Giving to Grow and Heating &
Lighting continue to be our biggest costs. \A/e do use 2 churches, pitmedden & Tarves,
each being used week about which can account for some higher costs. Barthol Chapel
Kirk was sold to Barthol Chapet Community Hub in Dec ,25, io we shoutd see heating &lighting and insurance costs fall in 2026. Stafiing msts incluae gift aiO convenor, cteaning,
treasurerand organist.

An exceptional cost this year is in relation to the Formartine youth project (Fyp). lt was
agreed with Session that half ofthe legacy money that was received last year should be
given to FYP Hence t11,799 accounts for most of the C16,01.l expenditure.
There have been 2 projects on the go. Firsfly is Tarves youth Hall upgrade. This project isjust about finished some residuar work is stil needing done. Funds i-n the bank account
have been kept to cover this specificafly. secondry is the retaining war at pitmedden Kirk.
It had emergency repairs on it last year. We are currenfly decidinl how best to proceed to
make it safe and more accessible for the future. Funds for this wilirequire grant funding
and drawdowns from the Fabric Funds.

Reserves Policy

It is the Trustee's policy to hold 3 months expenditure in reserves. Based on 2025
accounts this would be t27,702 on ave,?ge. As of year end we hold unrestricled reserves
ol E37,431which covers this. We have e6,348 & e4,4i5 hetd for youth Ha[ & Fyp
respectively. Restricted reserves held of 81 g.d40.



Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities

The members ofthe Kirk Session must prepare ,inancial statements which give sufficient
detail to enable an appreciation of the transactions of the Church during the financial year.
The members ofthe Kirk Session are responsible for keeping proper accounting records
which, on request, must reflect the financial position of the Church at that time. This must
be done to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustee
lnvestment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 and
the Regulations Anent Congregational Finance approved by the General Assembly ofthe
Church of Scotland in 2007. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the
Church and must take reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection offraud and
other irregularities.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf.

Ruth Nisbet
Session Clerk

C*4" Juiet
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lndependent Examiner's Report
to the Trustees of Formartine Parish Church

I report on the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2025
which are set out on pages I to '13.

Respective responsibilities of trustee and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance
with the terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (Scotland) Act 2005 ("the 2005
Act") and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 ( "the 2006 Regulations")

The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation '10 (1) (d) of the
2006 Regulations does not apply. lt is my responsibility to examine the accounts as
required under section 44(1) (c) of the 2005 Act and to state whether particular matters
have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 1 1 of the 2006
Regulations. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity and a comparison ofthe accounts presented with those records. lt also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeks
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures
undertaken do not provide allthe evidence that would be required in an audit and,
consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

lndependent examiner's statement
ln connection with my examination, no mafter has come to my attention

1. which gives me reasonable causeto believe that in any material respect the
requirements:

. to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44 (1) (a) of the
2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 Regulations, and

. to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply
with Regulation I of the 2006 Regulations have not been met, or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper

understanding of the accounts to be reached

Name: LindsayCaldeMood

Address: 10 Duthie Webster Road
Tarves
AB41 7QG

-t,
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FORMARTINE PARISH CHURCH

Receipts and Payments Account
Year ended 3lst December 2025

Recelpts

Donations

Legacies

Activities for Generating Funds

Bank and Deposlt lnterest
lnvestment lncome

6rants

Rental of Premises

Funerals, Weddings, Baptims

Miscellaneou5

Transfer of Union Balances - Bank

Transfer of Union Balances - COSIT

Receipts from General Trustees - Fabric Claims

Total Receipts

Payments

Cost of Generating Funds

Charitab!e Activities

Total Payments

Excess of reaeipts over payments

Restriated Endowment
Funds 2025 Funds 2025

EE

Unrestdrted
Funds 2025

f

Total
2025

f

Total
2024

f

70,448 75,150
23,518

915

3,246
735

30,000

5,983

2,790

735

6,983

2,23s
735

9,660

1,911

80,401

5,728

80,955

9,660

1,971

134,224

6,010

900

236
17,594

56,718

13,894

555

5,728

97,76s 555 - 98,320 229,595

(32s)

(117,3s71 (64)

(32s)

{L11,461) \128,1091

_____.119.9!1 491 (19,466) 100,886

Note

555



FORMARTIT'IE PARISH CHURCH

Statement of Balances
Year ended 3lst Deaember 2025

Bank & Deoosit Balances

Bank & Deposit Balances at 01.01.25

Movement ln year

Excess of receipts over payments

Bank & Deposit Balances at 31.12.25

lnvestments at Market Value
(cost 811,850)

A5sets

Gift Aid Receivable for 2025

Liabilitles

Cost of repair not yet billed

Restricted Endowment
Funds 2025 Funds 2025

ff

$,r49

491

10

Unrestricted

Funds 2025

E

84,412

(19,9S7)

Total

2025

t

t06,621

(19,466)

Total

2024

t

5,735

100,886

2 68,515 18,640

4,022 L,ILS

87,156 106,621

L7,821 26,957 25,27L

___-_],4s1 _____194?q

The A.counts were approved bythe Kirk Session and Financial Board on 24th February 2026

Forand on Behalfofthe Kirk Session and FinancialBoard

Session Clerk

Treasurer
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FORMARTINE PARISH CHURCH

Notes to the Acaounts

l. Trustee Remuneratlon and Related Party Transactions

During the year amounts totalling E145 were paid to the minister in respect of travelling
expenses, counciltax and business use ofthetelephone. We were in Vacancy hence barely any costs
€728 was paid for the services ofthe Gift Aid Co-ordinator (wife of a church etder) in retation to
recovery oftax due on gift aid.

f1,500 honorarium paid for the services ofthe Treasurer
NootherTrurtee received any remuneration or reimbursmentofexpensesduringthe year.

No Trustee, or a person related to a Trustee had any personal interest in any contract or transaction
entered into by the Charity during the year.

2. Movementol Funds

Unresricted Funds

GeneralFund
Roof Fund

Youth Hall Fund Reserves

GeneralFund Reserves

Youth Development Fund

Restricted Funds

GeneralFund
Formartine Projects a/c
Bequest Account

Dorothy Corbet Bequest

Helen Main Bequest

Hatt Fund

Sunday School Christmas party fund

Payments UnionTranifers
zo25 zo25

tf

(117,7221

At lJan
zozs

f

42,182

145

6,078
3s,839

4,227

Receipts

2025

€

95,709

6

270

188

At 31De.
202s

f

20,169

152

634a
37,431
4,4L5

88,412 97,165 ltLT,7221

2,000

4,917 s6 (64)

4,585 208

2,648 118

7,201 53

2344 lU
349 16

58,515

2,O00

4,909

4,493

2,766

1,255

2,452

365

Total Funds

PurDoses of Unrestricted Funds

GeneralFund

Roof tund
Youth Hall Reserves

GeneralFund Reserves

Youth Development Fund

Purooses of Restricted Funds

GeneralFund

Formartine Project A/c

Bequest Account

Dorothy corbett Bequest

Heleh Main Bequest

HATT Fund

Sunday SchoolChristmas Party Fund

sss () 18,640

_____Lw,62L_ _______!E3q ____W-1861_ _______glES-

This account is u5ed forthe day to day running ofthe Church.

left over after repairs

The Trustees have set aside funds expressly for the maintenance ofthe Youth

Hall but also for the Church if required.

The Trustees have set aside funds forthe maintenance ofthe Church property

and as a reserve for the running ofthe Church.

Fund restricted forthe work ofTarves Parish Church with children and youth.

Donation from the Kathryn Trim Memorial Fund

This fund is tor the Youth Hall refurbishment, Pitmedden wall repairs and any other bi8 projects that

may arise

This is used for bequests given to the Church.

This Fund is used for the purchase of books and hymn books.

This fund dates from 1961and is for the support ofthe poor ofthe parish and

upkeepofthe Youth Hall

This fund dates from around 1872 and is for the suppo.t ofthe poor ofthe parish

The purpose of this fund is clear but there is at present no sundaY School.



FORMARTINE PARISH CHURCH

3. Analysis of Donations

WFO Scheme (non giftaid)
Gift Aid Donations

Tax Recovered on Gift Aid

Ordinary Offerings(open plate)

Other Offerin8s, Donations etc.

4. Analysis of Payments

Cost olGeneratins Funds

Charitable Activlties

6ivinB to Grow

Presbytery Oues

Minister's travelling expenses

Pulpit supply (less recovered)

Other Stafling Costs

Fabric Repairs & Maintenanae

Heat & light
lnsurance

CouncilTax

Telephone - Manse

Organ & music plus AV system

Computer, zoom, website, Copyright licence

Broadband - church

Charitable donations

Formartin Youth Support Project

Other Expenses

lndependent Examiner

Youth Hall Project

Pitmedden Wall Project

70,448 - 70,M8 75,150

Unrestriated
Funds 2025

€

38,45?

19,306

8,040

4,645

Restricted
Funds 2025

E

Total
2025

f

38,457

19,306

8,040

4,645

Total
2024

E

100

48,056

!8,927
6,443

1,824

56,258

3,125

831

8,209

5,483

18,051

6,932

145

165

691

504

384

16,011

562
45

56,258

3,125

831

8,209

5,483

18,051

6,932

145

165

691

504

384

16,011

562
45

64

36,798

2,648

657

3,841
7,457

2,062

22,704

6,574

332
341

9,243

599

15S

384

4,246
1,0s0

19.354

to,264

LL7,397 U LL7,461 128,709

315



FORMARTINE PARISH CHURCH

5. Minister's Stipend

AllChurch ofScotland congregations contributetothe NationalStipend Fund which bearsthe costsofall
ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national insurance, pension and housing and loan fund.
Ministers'stipends are paid in accordance with the nationalstipend scale which is related toyearsofservice
providing a minimum stipend off32,433 and a maximum stipend in 5th and subsequentyears ofservice of€39,856

6. Colledions forThird Parties

Christian Aid

2025

f

s15

2024

E

302

APPENOIX

FUI{DS HEI-D ON BEHALF OFTHE CONGREGATION

8Y THE CHURCH OF SCOTI,AND GENERALTRUSTEES

311918 - FORMARTINE PARISH CHURCH

CONSOI.IDATED FAERIC TUNDS

CAPITALACCOUNT

Credit balances held at 31 December at cost

Market Value of Balances at 31 December

REVENUE ACCOUNT

Credit Balance at 31 December

TEMPORARY ACCOUNT

Debit Balance at 31 December

2025
t

2024

f

________1!9.921 _____1994!1

t20,671 109,7t1

________1949q ______:9,!11

________84120 ______E4!?I
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