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ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION SCOTTISH BRANCHES EDUCATION FUND
ESU SCOTLAND
TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023

The charity's reserves have been reduced to £nil during the period in preparation for the anticipated winding up.

Structure, governance and management

The English Speaking Union Scotland is an unincorporated charity established by a Resolution dated 17th
December 1952 of the Board of Governors of the English-Speaking Union of the Commonwealth. This resolution
was re-confirmed on 1st February 1975. It registered as a Scottish charity (No. SC000653) under the name of
English Speaking Union Scottish Branches Education Fund.

The Scottish National Committee (SNC) manages all the business of the English Speaking Union in Scotland.

The members of the SNC are the Trustees of ESU Scotland and are tasked with approval of all decisions that have
a significant impact on the strategic direction of ESU Scotland — for example, the launch of new initiatives or the
decision to recruit additional staff. In 2022, their focus has been on establishing Young Speakers Scotland as a
viable SCIO in order to take on the operational aspects of ESU Scotland’s activity, and this has included an EGM to
enable this direction to continue. At the EGM a motion was passed to the effect that Members of the SNC will from
now on be referred to as Trustees. The approval of Trustees is required for any matters that involve committing
significant funds. These decisions are taken at Board meetings held at least five times a year.

The Trustees place high importance on ensuring that the charity’s governance is carried on in accordance with best
practice. Key aspects are: The Treasurer and Chair work closely with the staff and, where appropriate, other
committee members to control and manage the organisation's finances. Regular financial reports are presented to
each Board meeting, setting out particulars of all income and expenditure since the last meeting, and highlighting
movements in the organisation's funds. An annual budget is presented to the Board for approval at the start of each
financial year.

Office bearers and members of the ESU are elected by the membership at the Annual General Meeting. The term of
election is three years, and no office bearer may hold the same post for more than two consecutive three-year
terms. New members of the Board are recruited through a public and transparent recruitment process. Board
members may be co-opted during the year, but their appointment is subject to confirmation by the membership at
the next AGM.

ESU Scotland has a relationship with other members of the international family of the English-Speaking Union.

ESU Scotland has entered into a cost-sharing arrangement with Young Speakers Scotland, a Scottish Charitable
Incorporated Organisation. Both organisations also share common board members.

The trustees' report was approved by the Board of Trustees.

Trustee Trustee




ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION SCOTTISH BRANCHES EDUCATION FUND

ESU SCOTLAND
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT

TO THE TRUSTEES OF ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION SCOTTISH BRANCHES
EDUCATION FUND

| report on the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2023, which are set out on
pages 4 to 15.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with the terms
of the Charities and Trustee Investments (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations
2006. The charity's trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1)(@) to (¢) of the 2006
Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the financial statements as required
under section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's statement

My examination is carried out in accordence with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations. An
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the financial
statements presented with those records. It elso includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the
financial statements, and seeks explanations from the frustees conceming any such matters. The procedures
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently | do not express
an audit opinion on the view given by the financial statements.

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(a) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

(i) to keep accounting records in accordance with section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of
the 2006 Accounts Regulations; and

(i) to prepare financial statements which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation
8 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations,

have not been met or

(b) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
financial statements to be reached.

Dated: 0“!07[1«3‘-‘1







ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION SCOTTISH BRANCHES EDUCATION FUND
ESU SCOTLAND
BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2023

2023 2022
Notes £ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Investment properties 14 - 400,000
Investments 15 - 145,178
- 545,178
Current assets
Debtors 16 94 22,827
Cash at bank and in hand 27,152 57,055
27246 79,882
Creditors: amounts falling due within
one year 17 (27,246) (4,980)
Net current assets - 74,902
Total assets less current liabilities - 620,080
Income funds
Restricted funds 18 - 42,843
Unrestricted funds - 577,237
- 620,080
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The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 5 % ZL\

Trustee Trustee




































