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Ards Choral Society
Northern Ireland · Charity number 108830

Details

Status Received

Registered 2022-05-23

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address C/O Ards Arts Centre
Town Hall
Conway Square
Newtownards
Bt23 4np
BT23 4NP

Phone 07920 828608

Email ardschoral@gmail.com

Website www.ardschoral.co.uk

Activities

Purposes: OBJECTS The objects of the Society (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Objects’) shall be to
advance, improve, develop and maintain public education in, and appreciation of, the art and science of
music in all its aspects by any means the Committee Members see fit, including through the presentation of
public concerts and recitals primarily but not exclusively in County Down.

What the charity does: The advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or science

How the charity works: Arts,Cultural

Who the charity helps: General public

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-08-31 £19,225 £15,836 £0 2

https://opencharities.uk/ni/108830
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=108830
mailto:ardschoral@gmail.com
www.ardschoral.co.uk
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mr Alan Leonard

Mr Maurice Brooks

Mrs Christine Mcclean

Mrs Frances Jebb

Mrs Grainne Mccabe

Mrs Jennifer Elliott

Mrs Joy Hamilton

Mrs Nicola Ardill

Mrs Rosemary Shaw

Mrs Ruth Cooke

Mrs Susan Cunningham

Rev Christopher Pollock
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Charity Registration Number: NIC108830 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT 2023-2024 

The 2023-2024 year proved to be another successful season for Ards Choral Society, seeing a 
substantial growth in choir membership, whilst still maintaining focus on musicianship, 
comradeship, social and local relevance and supporting new and upcoming talent.  Committee 
objectives for the year included a desire to expand the remit in the growth of the choir, the 
promotion of concerts in the wider area using various social media platforms and liaison with 
outside organisations to promote these aims. 

One highlight of the year was the very successful Celebration of Christmas in Words and Music 
which not only presented some challenging Christmas music which Ards Choral Society had rarely 
focused on in its 77-year history, but also resulted in a sell-out performance with a strong social 
dimension.  The concert took place in the Queen’s Hall Newtownards and guest performers 
included Mary McCabe (Soprano), Aaron O’Hare (Tenor) and Enzo Gowdy (Piano and Violin and 
North Down Rotary Club’s Young Primary School Musician of the Year, 2023).  The narrator was 
Walker Ewart.   

Music for the Easter Concert, Rutter’s challenging Requiem, combined with Passion Music from 
Handel’s Messiah and some lovely new pieces by Will Todd and Dan Forrest provoked much 
emotional response among members of the audience in St Mark’s Parish Church, Newtownards 
and, indeed, inspired the concept of a concert of smaller pieces around a theme of reflection or 
meditation, thereby shaping this year’s forthcoming In Paradisum concert, also to be held in St 
Mark’s on Thursday 6 March 2025. 

The return of our traditional Supper Theatre Concert in May 2024, with its twin foci of celebrating 
100 years of Walt Disney Corporation and the 100th anniversary of George Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue, featured two new artistes, Naomi Smyth and Mark Leeman, along with Gillian McCutcheon 
and young Cavan on clarinet, was thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by all, audience and choir 
alike.  The wine and cheese refreshments were also welcomed by the Queen’s Hall audience of 
170! 

One of the biggest successes of the year, however, was the large-scale development of the use of 
social media platforms for publicity purposes and for recruitment.  This resulted in significantly 
increased choir membership (to 70 members) and outreach to a much wider range of audiences.  
Work completed on Society archive materials, dating back to its origins in 1947, sorted and 
donated to the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland, can also be highlighted as another form 
of publicity and community outreach with photos, written materials and financial ledgers now on 
display for the general public.  Outreach and making links with other organisations and groups 
remains a priority for 2024-25.  

In conclusion, 2023-24 was very busy, rewarding and challenging year for all at Ards Choral 
Society and sincerest thanks must go to the Musical Director, Ian Bell, and accompanist, Joanne 
Cruise, for their huge respective contributions to weekly rehearsals and concerts, sharing freely 
their special and unique talents.  Similarly, the Chair and Committee have worked tirelessly to 
ensure the successful running of events throughout the year, but above all, thanks must go the  
choir members themselves who work hard every Thursday evening at rehearsals and whose 
dedication and commitment continue to ensure the longevity of the Society. 
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Opening Balance at 31/5/22
   Business Reserve 4048.93

   Current Account 2805.59

6854.52

General Income

   Subscriptions - Members  4550.00

   Donations 1400.00

   Gift Aid 0.00

   Last Year's Concerts 0.00

   Other 33.00

   Bank Interest 24.29

TOTA L GENERAL  INCOME 6007.29

General Expenditure
   Professional Fees 4200.00

1    Londonderry Room  564.00

          " Discount 0.00

564.00

   Making Music Annual Sub - includes Ins 197.00

   Donations & Gifts 45.00

  Photocopying 107.00

TOTAL GENERAL EXPENDITURE 5113.00

GENERAL SURPLUS 894.29

Christmas Concert
   Ticket Sales 3315.00 221 tickets

   Donations

   Ballot for Baby Grand 85.00

   Advertising 0.00

  

       Total Income 3400.00

2
   Professional Fees 150.00

   Hire of Piano 380.00

   Hire of Queen's Hall 603.56

   Gifts 117.50

   Food and Drink, Decorations etc 418.23

  

       Total Expenses 1669.29

Christmas Concert Surplus 1730.71

Christmas Dinner

ARDS CHORAL SOCIETY
Finance Report to 31/5/23



1    Income 1080.00

   Blackwoods Restaurant 1042.50

37.50

carried forward to next column 9517.02

ARDS CHORAL SOCIETY

Finance Report year to 31/5/23

SUMMARY

Opening Balance 6854.52

INCOME

1 General 6007.29

2 Christmas Concert 3400.00

3 Spring Concert 1463.00

4 Music 939.50

5 Christmas Dinner 37.50

      Total Income 11847.29

EXPENDITURE

1 General 5113.00

2 Christmas Concert 1669.29

3 Spring Concert 910.00

4 Music 916.94

      Total Expenditure 8609.23

SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR 3238.06

Closing Balance 10092.58

Signed:  Dated:  



I have examined the records of the Society as presented to me and have

received satisfactory explanations for any queries I may have had.   I find

these records and this Finance Report to represent a true and accurate

record of the Society's finances for 2022/23.

Signed:  Dated:  

R.Lawther   Hon Auditor



brought forward from previous column

Rehearsal Music
   Income 939.50

   Cost 916.94

Spring Concert

   Ticket Sales 1463.00

   Programme Sales 0.00

   Donation 0.00

3    Advertising 0.00

       Total Income 1463.00

   Professional Fees 510.00

   Printing  Programmes 0.00

   Printing Posters 0.00

   Donation to St Columbanus 400.00

   Gifts 0.00

       Total Expenses 910.00

Spring Concert Surplus

Supper Music

   Income 0.00

   Cost 0.00

Supper Concert

4    Ticket Sales 0.00

   Professional Fees 0.00

   Staging, Lighting and Sound 0.00

   Hire of Piano 0.00

   Hire of Queen's Hall 0.00

   Programmes 0.00

   Food and Drink, Decorations etc 0.00

       Total Expenses 0.00

Supper Concert Surplus



Closing Balance at 31/5/23

   Business Reserve 4073.22

   Current Account 6019.36

10092.58





9517.02

22.56

553.00

0.00

0.00



10092.58
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Charity Registration Number: NIC108830 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT 2022-2023 

(as delivered at the Annual General Meeting, 26 October 2023) 

The Chair began by reminding members that the overall aim of 2022-23 for Ards Choral Society 
(ACS) was diversification, experimentation and consideration of new directions and links.  Specific 
priorities set by the committee/trustees related to recruitment, publicity and outreach. 

Diversification and experimentation were addressed through implementing a ‘non-traditional’ 
programme (compared with previous years), including a Christmas Concert of varying musical 
styles, a joint performance of Stainer’s The Crucifixion at Easter with another choir and an 
experimental Open Evening in May, providing guests with the opportunity to experience a typical 
ACS rehearsal.  Each of the events was very well-supported and all attracted new members. 

The Christmas Concert had grown out of the previous year’s small, in-house event involving the 
singing of carols, some readings and enjoying some seasonal refreshments. The event of 
December 2022 expanded the initial concept and engaged Mary McCabe as Soprano soloist, 
Walker Ewart as Narrator and our own Joanne accompanying the choir in a programme of music 
from Part 1 Messiah and some new arrangements of carols.  The catering committee provided a 
lovely festive supper for a very full Queen’s Hall in Newtownards.   

The Spring programme centred on a joint venture with Ballyholme Parish Church choir, in a 
performance of John Stainer’s The Crucifixion.   While many members had sung this over the 
years in their own church choirs or with other groups,  Ards Choral Society had never performed 
the work.  Our own Stanley Officer joined Paddy Crothers (Bass) and Martin O’Hagan (Tenor) in 
this deeply moving telling of the Passion of Christ.  The evening performance also included some 
new music by Will Todd and a performance of Roberton’s All in the April Evening.  The church was 
full to capacity for the evening and the performance was extremely well-received.  Finally, the 
Open Evening in May provided an evening of fun, an opportunity to display a variety of repertoire 
and gave potential new members a taste of what ACS practices involved.   A very pleasing 
number of guests joined us and some have now become members!  


With regard to recruitment, the Chair reported that numbers had grown from 55 post-pandemic, to 
62 in 2022-23.  This was largely the result of an active recruitment drive by the committee via wider 
use of social media, newspaper publicity, word of mouth and the Open Evening.  Events were 
publicised widely in the Newtownards Chronicle, on local Council and other relevant websites and 
through a much more proactive approach to the use of WhatsApp and other platforms.  

In terms of outreach, links were established with Ballyholme Parish Church choir and the Rotary 
Club of North Down.  Developing further links with other organisations/groups remains a priority for 
2023-24, along with further consolidation of diversification, experimentation, recruitment, publicity 
and marketing. 

The Chair concluded by thanking the committee members for their hard work and support during 
the year, the Musical Director and accompanist for their massive respective contributions to a 
successful year and all choir members for engaging actively with the difficult concept of change 
and taking incremental steps toward diversification and experimentation. 
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ARDS CHORAL SOCIETY
Finance Report to 31/5/23

Opening Balance at 31/5/22
Business Reserve

Current Account

General Income

Subscriptions - Members

Donations

Gift Aid

Last Year's Concerts

Other

Bank Interest

ITOTA L GENERAL INCOME

General Expenditure

Professional Fees

Londonderry Room 564.00
ft Discount 0.00

Making Music Annual Sub - includes Ins

Donations & Gifts

Photocopying
TOTAL GENERAL EXPENDITURE

GENERAL SURPLUS

Christmas Concert

Ticket Sales

Donations

Ballot for Baby Grand

Advertising

Total Income

Professional Fees

Hire of Piano

Hire of Queen's Hall

Gifts

Food and Drink, Decorations etc

Total Expenses

;hristmas Concert Surplus

Christmas Dinner

Income

Blackwoods Restaurant

4550.00
1400.00

0.00

0.00

33.00
24.29

4200.00

564.00

197.00

45.00

107.00

3315.00

85.00

0.00

150.00

380.00

603.56

117.50

418.23

carried forward to next column

4048.93

2805.59

6854.521

6007.29

5113.00

894.291

221 tickets

3400.00

1669.29

1730.711

1080.00
1042.50

37.50|

9517.021
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brought forward from previous column 9517.02

Rehearsal Music

Income

Cost

939.50

916.94

22.56

Spring Concert

Ticket Sales

Programme Sales
Donation

Advertising

1463.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Total Income

Professional Fees

1463.00

Printing Programmes
Printing Posters

Donation to St Columbanus
Gifts

510.00

0.00
0.00

400.00
0.00

Total Expenses

Spring Concert Surplus

910.00

553.00

Supper Music

Income 0.00

Cost 0.00

0.00

Supper Concert
Ticket Sales 0.00

Professional Fees 0.00

Staging, Lighting and Sound
Hire of Piano

0.00

0.00

Hire of Queen's Hall 0.00

Programmes
Food and Drink, Decorations etc

Total Expenses

ISupper Concert Surplus

Closing Balance at 31/5/23

Business Reserve

Current Account

0.00
0.00

0.00

0.00

10092.58

4073.22

6019.36

10092.58



1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

Opening Balance

INCOME

IGeneral

Christmas Concert

Spring Concert

Music

Christmas Dinner

Total Income

ARDS CHORAL SOCIETy

Finance Report year to 31/5/23

SUMMARY

EXPENDITURE

General

Christmas Concert

Spring Concert

Music

Total Expenditure

6854.52

6007.29
3400.00

1463.00
939.50
37.50

11847.29

5113.00

1669.29

910.00
916.94

8609.23

SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR

Closing Balance

3238.06

10092.58

(^i^c<3^'h~^ Dated: /-?////2-3
G McCabe Hon Treasurer

I have examined the records of the Society as presented to me and have

received satisfactory explanations for any queries I may have had. I find

these records and this Finance Report to represent a true and accurate

record of the Society's finances for 2022/23.

(L.^) ^^C^a.ted: nl 11 f2.^
R Lawther Hon Auditor
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