Belfast Asian Women's Academy

Northern Ireland - Charity number 108281

Details
Known as BAWA
Status Received
Company number 677159
Registered 2022-06-20
Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register
Contact
Address Building 7 Hq
Weavers Court Business Park
Linfield Road
Belfast
Bt12 5gh
BT12 5GH
Phone 07474651096
Email info@belfastasianwomen.co.uk
Website www.belfastasianwomen.co.uk
Activities

Purposes: 4. The charity’s objects (‘Objects’) are specifically restricted to the following: (i) The Advancement
of Citizenship or Community Development and for public benefit of ethnic minority women resident in the
District area of Belfast and its environs. This will be achieved through the sharing of knowledge and lived
experience and networking for personal and professional development; fostering understanding between
women from diverse communities, resident in Belfast; the active promotion of sport and social and
recreational activities; the sharing of culture and experience through food, drama and dance; advocating and
supporting ethnic minority women who are new-comers, residents in Belfast.

What the charity does: The advancement of citizenship or community development
How the charity works: Community development

Who the charity helps: Ethnic minorities,Women
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Finances

Period end Income

2025-03-31

Trustees

£35,399

Expenditure

£35,523

Assets

£0

Employees

Name

Dr Minhas Mahsud

Dr Valentina Jesumani
Ms Deepika Sadagopan
Ms Patrinne Irvine

Ramya
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Accounts




Unrestricted funds

to the nearest £

Restricted funds

to the nearest £

Total funds

to the nearest £

nd payments

Endowment funds

Last year

to the nearest £

A1 Receipts
Donations & legacies 1,722 - - 1,722 1,630
Grants - 28,318 - 28,318 20,350
Fundraising activities - - - -
Interest on deposit account -
Dividend on investments - - .
Members' subscriptions 879 939 - 1,818 -
Charitable trading receipts - -
Rents from land & buildings - -
Other charitable receipts 3,541 - - 3,541 -
AT Sub total (Gross income for the Annual Returny 6,142 29,257 N 35,399 21,080
A2 Asset and investment sales (see tables 1 and 2
in section 7 of the guidance).
Proceeds from sale of fixed asset -
Loan repayments received -
A2 Sub total - R
Total receipts| 6142] [ mm I ] 35,@ [ m
A3 Payments
Direct charitable activity 938 23,084 - 24,022 15,487
Gross trading payments - - - -
Investment management costs - - -
Cost of fundraising events - 620 620
Grants & donations paid - -
Governance costs - - - 848
Other costs 10,881 10,881 6,170
A3 Sub total 11,819 23,704 - 35,523 22,505
A4 Asset and investment purchases (see tables 1
and 2 in section 7 of the guidance)
Purchase of investments -
Loans made -
A4 Sub total - -
Total payments | 11,819} | 23,704 | -1 35,523 | | 22,505 |
Net of receipts/(payments) | - 5,677 i;;gﬂ 3 124) | - 525
A5 Transfers between funds 5,500 5, i - i
A6 Cash funds last year end 216 320 - 536 1,061
Cash funds this year end 39| 373 - 412 536
CCXX R1 accounts (SS) 8 01/02/2026
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Al Receipts

Unrestricted
funds

to the nearest £

Restricted
funds

to the nearest £

Endowment
funds

to the nearest £

Total funds

to the nearest £

Last year

to the nearest £

Donations & legacies

1,630

Grants

1,630

20,350

20,350

15,577

Fundraising activities

Interest on deposit account

Dividend on investments

Members' subscriptions

Charitable trading receipts

Rents from land & buildings

Other charitable receipts

AT Sub total (Gross income for the
Annual Return)

1,630

20,350

21,980

15,577

A2 Asset and investment sales (see
tables 1 and 2 in section 7 of the
guidance).

Proceeds from sale of fixed asset

Loan repayments received

A2 Sub total

Total receipts |

1,630] |

20,350 |

21,980] |

15577

A3 Payments

Cost of fundraising events

Gross trading payments

14,769

Investment management costs

Direct charitable activity

11,815

Grants & donations paid

Governance costs

793

1,260

Other costs

1,166

5,004

1,457

A3 Sub total

1,939

20,566

14,532

A4 Asset and investment purchases
(see tables 1 and 2 in section 7 of the
auidance)

Purchase of investments

Loans made

A4 Sub total

Total payments |

1,939] |

20,566 | |

22,505] |

14,532 |

Net of receipts/(payments)

- 308

216

525

1,045

A5 Transfers between funds

A6 Cash funds last year end

500

561

1,061

16

Cash funds this year end

192

345

536

1,061
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Belfast Asian Women’s Academy
Charity Number — 108281
Company Number — NI677159
Charity Information

Belfast Asian Women’s Academy

Trustees’ Report

for the financial year ended 31 March 2024

Charity Number: 108281

Company Number: Ni677159
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Belfast Asian Women’s Academy
Charity Number — 108281
Company Number — NI677159
Charity Information

Trustees Kalpana Chandran

Chandrakala Gowda (Resigned 01 December 2023)
Bandanva Singh
Ramya Krishna Goliapudi

Directors Kalpana Chandran
Chandrakala Gowda (Resigned 01 December 2023)
Ramya Gollapudi
Bandanva Singh
Rafait O'Rourke (appointed on 09 July 2024)

Charity Number in Northern Ireland 108281

Company Number in Northern Ireland NI677159

Registered Office and Principal Address Suite 6g Executive Suite A
Weavers Court Business Park
Belfast
BT12 5GH

Independent Examiners PGR Accountants Limited

Chartered Accountants
Unit 2 Channel Wharf
21 Old Channel Road
Belfast

Co. Antrim

BT3 9DE

Northern Ireland
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Belfast Asian Women’s Academy
Charity Number — 108281
Company Number — NI677159
Trustee’s Report

The trustees present their Trustees' Annual Report and the financial statements for the financial year ended 31 March
2024.

The financial statements are prepared in accordance with the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 as amended by the
Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2022,

In this report the trustees of Belfast Asian Women’s Academy (or “the charity”) present a summary of its purpose,
governance, activities, achievements and finances for the financial year 31 March 2024.

Mission, Objectives and Strategy
Belfast Asian Women's Academy is established for exclusively charitable purposes, namely:

1. The advancement of citizenship or community development.
2. Public benefit of ethnic minority women resident in the district area of Belfast and its environs.

This will be achieved through the sharing of knowledge and lived experience and networking for personal and
professional development; fostering understanding between women from diverse communities, resident in Belfast; the
active promotion of sport, social and recreational activities; the sharing of culture and experience through food, drama
and dance; advocating and supporting ethnic minority women who are new-comers, resident in Belfast.

Structure, Governance and Management

Structure

Belfast Asian Women'’s Academy has a management committee of up to 4 members who meet at least 4 times a year
and are responsible for the strategic direction and policies of the charity. At present the charity has 250 beneficiaries
from a variety of professional backgrounds relevant to the work of the charity.

A scheme of delegation is in place and day to day responsibility of the services rests with Kalpana Chandran (charity
founder). Kalpana is responsible for ensuring the charity delivers the services specified and that key performance
indicators are met.

Governance
The Articles of Association was signed on 5 March 2021. The charity is constituted under this Articles of Association
and is governed under this Articles

The charity has been registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland from 20 June 2022 under registration
number 108281.
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Belfast Asian Women’s Academy
Charity Number — 108281
Company Number — NI677159
Trustee’s Report

Public Benefit
The Trustees have had regard to the Commission’s Public benefit requirement statutory guidance and it meets the
requirements through its charitable purposes as set out above.

This year, BAWA positively impacted over 300 beneficiaries, enhancing their quality of life through our diverse initiatives
and outreach programmes.

Member Advocacy
We supported and advocated for 10 members, empowering them to navigate challenges and access the resources

they need.

Inclusion with Compassion Event
Developed and delivered the "Inclusion with Compassion” event, graciously supported by the former Lord Mayor,

Councillor Tina Black.

St Patrick's Day Parade
Actively participated in the St Patrick's Day Parade organised by Beat Carnival, showcasing our cultural vibrancy.

International Women's Day
Celebrated International Women's Day in collaboration with Women in Media Belfast, highlighting the contributions and

achievements of women in our community.

Belfast City Marathon 2023
Members took part in the Belfast City Marathon 2023 relay, promoting fitness and teamwork among participants with 3

debut runners.

Lord Mayor's Day Performance
Engaged in a flashmob performance at Botanic Gardens to celebrate the Lord Mayor's Day, enchanting attendees with

our artistic expression.

South Asian Heritage Month
Presented a captivating South Asian dance at the Northemn Ireland Confederation Cup (NICC), organised by Ethnic

Minority Sports Organisation Northern Ireland, to honour South Asian Heritage Month.

Ards Community Hospital Performance
Performed a South Asian dance for the patients and staff at Ards Community Hospital, fostering connections through

cultural expression.

Saree Modelling
Participated in saree modelling for the Dunmurry Community Association, showcasing our cultural attire.

Badminton Tournament
Competed in a badminton tournament organised by Kerala Beats, promoting sports and fellowship among participants.

Active Swim for Beginners Project
Developed and delivered the "Active Swim for Beginners" project, with the support of the Community Foundation for
Northern Iretand, encouraging community engagement in aquatic activities.

Noisy Nite Party
Successfully launched a self-funded activity, the "Noisy Nite Party” for women, providing a fun and inclusive

environment.

Diversity Fiesta 2023
Organised and executed the "Diversity Fiesta 2023" in collaboration with BSCR Sandy Row, supported by Radius
Housing and Clanmil Housing Association, celebrating our community's diversity.

Diwali Flashmob
Performed a flashmob in front of City Hall to mark Diwali, sharing the joy of this significant festival with the broader

community.

Self-funded Christmas Party
Organised a self-funded Christmas party for ladies, creating a festive atmosphere and promoting social interactions.
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Belfast Asian Women’s Academy
Charity Number - 108281
Company Number — NI677159
Trustee’s Report

Food Donation
Contributed to the Belfast Homeless Services by donating 280 sandwiches and fruits, demonstrating our commitment
to supporting those in need.

Funding Received
Successfully secured funding from The National Lottery Community Fund Northern lreland for our Social and

Recreational Hub project, ensuring continued support for our initiatives.
Conclusion

As we conclude this recap of our programmes and activities in 2023/2024, we remain optimistic and excited for the
opportunities that 2024/2025 will bring. Thank you once again for your support; together, we can continue to inspire
and empower our community.

Financial Review
At the end of the financial year the charity has assets of £536 (2023 - £1,061) and liabilities of £0 (2023 - £0). The net
assets of the charity have decreased by £525. The charity has performed in line with the Trustees expectations.

Reserves Policy
Belfast Asian Women's Academy aims to maintain reserves in unrestricted funds at a level equivalent to
approximately six months of core operating costs. These reserves are a contingency which aim to:

s Protect the future operation of Belfast Asian Women's Academy from the effects of any unforeseen
variations in income and expenditure.
»  Provide cash flow for grants that are paid in arrears.

The reserves policy and levels of reserves required are reviewed yearly as part of the annual budgetary process.

Trustees
The Trustees who served throughout the financial year were as follows:

Kalpana Chandran

Chandrakala Gowda (Resigned on 01 December 2023)
Ramya Gollapudi

Bandanva Singh

Approved by the Trustees on 22.,/ | 2! 24 and signed on its behalf by:

-

Kalpana Chandran
Trustee

R

Ramya Gollapudi
Trustee
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT
TO THE TRUSTEES OF BELFAST ASIAN WOMEN’S ACADEMY

| report on the financial statements of Belfast Asian Women’s Academy for the year ended 31 March
2024.

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 as amended by the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2022
where applicable.

It is my responsibility to:
¢ Examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act
e Follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under
section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act
e State whether particular matters have come to my attention

Basis of independent examiner's report

| have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my
examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission for Northern ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act.

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of
the accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees concerning any
such matters.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me reasonable
cause to believe:

That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act

That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records

That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act

That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

PO~

Independent examiner's statement

| have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of matters (1) to (4) listed above
and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland, |
have found no matters that require drawing to your attention.

WM/M 22[12|24

Jonathan McNeill

Chartered Accountants Ireland
PGR Accountants Limited
Unit 2 Channel Wharf

21 Old Channel Road
Belfast
BT3 9DE
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