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Details

Status Overdue

Registered 2017-09-07

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 2-4 Castle Ave
Castlewellan
Co Down
Bt31 9dx
BT31 9DX

Phone 028 437 70331

Activities

Purposes: The purpose of the group is to provide a regular meting place parents/ carers of young
children,mums-to-be and to provide fun activities for the children, all through the use of the Irish language in
an informal environment.

What the charity does: The advancement of education,The advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or
science

How the charity works: Arts,Community
development,Cultural,Education/training,Heritage/historical,Playgroup/after schools

Who the charity helps: General public,Language community,Parents,Preschool (0-5 year
olds),Volunteers,Women

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2021-09-20 £13,250 £9,725 £0 0
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Annual Report for the year September 30th 2021 

The trustees of Irish language Parent and Toddler community group, An Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus 

Tachráin, are pleased to submit their report and accounts for the period 1st October 2019 to 

September 30th 2021. Please note the extended period of time covered in this report is a result of 

waiting for the introduction of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 and also the Covid 

pandemic. 

While the Accounts attached cover the period between period 1st October 2019 to September 30th 

2021, the following details in this report are restricted to the year October 2021 to September 2021. 

 

Achievements and Performance  

The Year in Numbers 

 

 Years promoting the use and learning of Irish in the locality: 11 

 Management Committee meetings between October 21-Sept ‘21: 4 

Members of the public served: 230  

Surplus for the year: £00 

 

Meeting Programme 

An Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin’s (hereafter referred to as An Grúpa) Management Committee 

meets once a quarter throughout the year with the exception of July and August. 

 

Events, Programmes and Activities 

Weekly activities: 

An Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin organises a weekly Parent and Toddler Group through Irish in 

Bryansford Hall. The Group is attended by approximately 20 adults and 25 children each week. The 

group lasts between 10am-11.30am each week. The parent and Toddler group costs £2 per family 

each week to attend. 

The Weekly group includes an art & craft table; 

Free play; 

A healthy snack for the children; 

A healthy snack for the adults; 

One-to-one play with the fluent Irish language assistants. Examples: jig-saws, building blocks, playing 

shops etc; 

A story time session; 



A Rhyme-Time session and sing along 

Seasonal Activities: 

Halloween party 

The Grúpa is visited each November by the P1 teacher of the local Bunscoil/Irish language primary 

school, Bunscoil Bheanna Boirche along with a number of the P7 students 

Christmas Party with visiting elf and gifts 

The Grúpa pays a visit to the local Naíscoil/Irish language pre-school for special joint events such as 

visiting reptiles etc 

Easter egg search 

End of year Annual Picnic in local Bunscoil/Irish language Primary school grounds 

These activities ended during the Covid pandemic. An Grúpa began to organise a series of outdoor 

‘Ag Canad sa Choill’/ ‘Snging in the Woods’ sessions during these months when restrictions were 

slightly relaxed. This enabled the group to keep some continuity. 

 

Community Out-Reach: 

The Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin has helped to set up another Irish language Parent and 

Toddler Group in Hilltown. An Grúpa is a feeder service to the Irish language pre-school in 

Newcastle, Naíscoil Bheanna Boirche (Caisleán nua) and to the reception unit in the Irish language 

primary school in Castlewellan, Bunscoil Bheanna Boirche. 

 

Group Structure  

An Grúpa generally has a committee of four members who meet each quarter.  

An Grúpa is run weekly by three people who are paid and supported by Castlewellan’s Irish language 

Development Officer who is paid by the community group, Glór Uachtar Tíre. Funding for this group 

is normally obtained from a grant from Newry, Mourne and Down District Council. 

An Grúpa has a circle of people who volunteer each week on a rota system to support this event. 

 

Accommodation 

An Grúpa hires Byransford Hall from the Parish of Maghera for its weekly group. The rent is paid by 

Castlewellan’s Irish language group, Glór Uachtar Tíre.  

 

 

 

 



Financial Review  

Financial Performance  

Financial performance in the year to September 30th 21 has been broadly consistent with the 

trustee’s forecasts and expectations; An Grúpa is running at a lose of £2,743. However An Grúpa’s 

committee is confident that if it runs a series of fund-raising events, it will be able to address this 

over-spend. 

 

Income 

£17,522 

 

Expenditure 

£20,265 

 

Reference and Administrative Details 

Charity Name 

An Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin 

 

Charity Number Registered Charity in Northern Ireland 

NIC106790-0 

 

Principal Address 

Dún Éigse/The Lodge 

1, Dublin Road, 

Castlewellan Co Down, BT31 9AG 

 

Charity Trustees as of September 30th 2018  

Sinead Doyle - Chairman 

Edel Dougherty/Owens - Treasurer 

Emer O’Hagan  - Secretary 

Alice Lundy – Grants Officer 

 

Structure, Governance, and Management  



Governing Document and Constitution  

The Society is a charity and is governed by a constitution adopted January 2011 this is publically 

available at from the Glór Uachtar Tíre office in Castlewellan. The Society is run entirely by its 

Management Committee who meet quarterly to manage it. The group is facilitated by three people 

on a part-time, temporary basis to run An Grúpa each week with the support of an Irish Language 

Development Officer from local Irish language group, Glór Uachtar Tíre.  

 

 

Trustee Selection and Management 

Trustees or members of the Management Committee are adopted solely on the basis of a vote at 

the groups’ AGM as outlined in An Grúpa’s constitution. 

 

Objectives and Activities  

Charitable Objects  

The object of GUT as set out in our Constitution is the following 

The purpose of the group is to provide a regular meeting place for parents/ carers of 

young children, Mums-to-be and to provide fun activities for the children all through the 

medium of the Irish language in an informal environment. 

Public Benefit Statement  

The trustees of An Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin confirm that they have had regard to the NI 

Charity Commission’s Public benefit requirement statutory guidance. 

The public benefit requirement has informed the activities of An Grúpa in the year to September 

30th 2021. In evaluating public benefit the trustees note that membership of An Grúpa is open to all 

who share an interest in pre-school development and the Irish language. Whilst we would encourage 

those with interest to join our ranks we also strive to make our services and facilities available to 

those with no back ground in Irish. 

The direct benefits which flow from our object or purpose includes increasing the opportunity for 

locals to experience play and learning through Irish for their children and for the parents/carers 

themselves. The parents/carers get the opportunity to introduce their children to a new language 

and An Grúpa is often the first step for a parent considering educating their children through Irish.  

Regarding the benefits to the children, all the research shows that bilingualism has cogitative 

benefits for children. 

These benefits are demonstrated by the fact that An Grúpa has been taking place successfully since 

2011 and that the group is growing in numbers each year. 

Additionally, the benefits are demonstrated through feedback An Grúpa receives in our event 

feedback forms from Parents and Carers.  

The purposes of our charity will not lead to any harm. An Grúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin’s 

beneficiaries includes the general population living within south east Down including Newcastle, 

Castlewellan, Dundrum, Clough, Hilltown, Rathriland, Ballyward and the surrounding areas. A private 



benefit to trustees may arise from our programme of ongoing training programmes. Through this 

training trustees may gain skills and experience which are transferable to other settings such as First-

Aid etc. These benefits are incidental and necessary to ensure the benefit is provided to our 

beneficiaries. 

Approved, adopted and signed on behalf of the Management Committee. 

 

Sinead Doyle 

Chairperson 
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Cuntas An Ghrúpa Tuismitheoirí agus Tachráin: 1 Meán Fómhair 2018-30ú 30 Lúnasa 2019 

Dáta/Date 
Uimhir Admháil/ 
Receipt No 

Uimhir an 
tseic/ Cheque 
No 

soláthair /an té lenar 
íocadh an seic/ 
Recipient 

Cur síoc ar an 
chaitheachas/Foinse/ 
Description 

Amach: 
Méid/ 

Amount 
Out 

Isteach: Meid/ 
Amount In 

Méid Fágtha/ 
Balance 

Meán Fómhair '18             144.54 

                

Deireadh Fómhair '18               

04.10.2018       Ranganna maidine   125 269.54 

04.10.2018       Club Óige: Taille   180 449.54 

04.10.2018       Taillí Bhaile Hill   32.33 481.87 

08.10.2018 1 273 Áine Croskey:  Baile Hill 85   396.87 

11.10.2018 2 274 
Stephen Arthurs 
(Nora): Baile Hill 100   296.87 

16.10.2018     Foras na Gaeilge Scéim na nImeachtaí Óige   1,750 2,046.87 

Samhain 2018               

13.11.2018 3 271 Michelle McAleenan Áth Bhriain 160   1886.87 

14.11.2018       Taillí Bhaile Hill   70 1956.87 

14.11.2018 4 275 Edel Ownes Áth Bhriain 60   1896.87 

16.11.2018 5 277 Michelle McAleenan Áth Bhriain 130   1766.87 

21.11.2018 6 272 Helen Leckey Áth Bhriain 25   1741.87 

29.11.2018     Foras na Gaeilge     325 2066.87 

20.12.2018 7 280 Michelle McAleenan Áth Bhriain 120   1946.87 

24.12.2018 8 279 Helen Leckey Áth Bhriain 90   1856.87 

Eanáir 2019               

29.01.2019 9 278 Edel Ownes Áth Bhriain 25   1831.87 

Feabhra 2019               

07.02.2019     Taillí Dianchúsa GhUT   760 2591.87 

11.02.2019 10 270 Guiseppina Siriu Baile Hill 150   2441.87 

14.02.2019 11 284 Michelle McAleenan Áth Bhriain 120   2321.87 

Márta 2019               

11.03.2019     Táille Doirse  Imeachtaí SnaG   260 2581.87 

28.03.2019 12 283 Helen Leckey Áth Bhriain 140   2441.87 

28.03.2019 13 288 Helen Leckey Áth Bhriain 65   2,376.87 

29.03.2019     Áth Bhriain Taillí Doirse   130 2,506.87 



29.03.2019     Club óige Taillí Doirse   120.2 2,627.07 

Aibreán 2019               

03.04.2019 14 287 Michelle McAleenan Áth Bhriain 86   2,541.07 

16.04.2019 15 291 Helen Leckey Áth Bhriain 112.5   2,428.57 

17.04.2019 16 293 Michelle McAleenan Áth Bhriain 200   2,228.57 

17.04.2019 17 294 
Bunscoil Bheanna 
Boirche Chun Íoc as Scéim Óige 1,750   478.75 

18.04.2019 18 285 Parish of Maghera Cíos Átha Bhriain 350   128.57 

23.04.2019 19 289 Edel Ownes Áth Bhriain 75   53.57 

Bealtaine 2019               

08.05.2019     Taillí Doirse Átha Bhriain   47 100.57 

Meitheamh 2019               

07.06.2019 20   Banc Uladh Taille an bhainc 10   90.57 

Iúil 2019               

08.07.2019     
Comhairle an Iúir, 
Mhúrn agus an Dúín 

Ais-íoc fá choinne deonais 
faighte   1,500 1,590.57 

17.07.2019 21 298 Glór Uachtar Tíre 
Ais-íoc as na taillí ar af a 
cuireadh isteach I rith na bliana 1,500   90.57 

Lunasa 2019               

Meán Fómhair '19               

02.09.2019     Cape Cod Irish Village Tabhartas ($2,000)   2,387.39 2,477.96 

10.09.2019 22 297 
Bunscoil Bheanna 
Boirche Scéim Óige 1,750   727.96 

          7103.5 7686.92 727.96 
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Annual Report for the year September 30th 2019

The trustees of lrish language Parent and Toddler community group, An Gr0pa Tuismitheoiri agus

Tachrdin, are pleased to submit their report and accounts for the period 1't October 2018 to

September 30th 2019.

Achievements and Performance

The Year in Numbers

Years promoting the use and learning of lrish in the locality: 9

Management committee meetings between sept 2018-sept 2019: 4

Members of the Public served: 270

Guest SPeakers: 3

Surplus for the Year: f00

Meeting Programme

An Grrlpa Tuismitheoiri agus Tachrdin's (hereafter referred to as An Grrlpa) Management Committee

meets once a quarter throughout the year with the exception of July and August.

Events, Programmes and Activities

Weekly activities:

An Gr(pa Tuismitheoiri agus Tachrdin organises a weekly Parent and Toddler Group through lrish in

Bryansford Hall. The Group is attended by approximately 19 adults and 26 children each week. The

group lasts between 9.30am-11.30am each week. The parent and Toddler group costs f2 per family

each week to attend.

The Weekly group includes an art & craft table;

Free play;

A healthy snack for the children;

A healthy snack for the adults;

One-to-one play with the fluent lrish language assistants. Examples: jig-saws, building blocks, playing

shops etc;

A story time session;

A Rhyme-Time session and sing along



Seasonal Activities:

Halloween party

The Gr6pa is visited each November by the P1 teacher of the local Bunscoil/lrish language primary

school, Bunscoil Bheanna Boirche along with a number of the P7 students

Christmas Party with visiting elf and gifts

The Gr0pa pays a visit to the local Naiscoil/lrish language pre-school for special joint events such as

visiting reptiles etc

Easter egg search

End of year Annual Picnic in local Bunscoil/lrish language Primary schoolgrounds

CommunitY Out-Reach:

The Gr(pa Tuismitheoiri agus Tachrdin has helped to set up another lrish language Parent and

Toddler Group in Hilltown.

GrouP Structure

An Grfipa generally has a committee of four members who meet each quarter.

An Gr[pa is run weekly by two people who are paid and supported by Castlewellan's lrish language

Development Officer who is paid by the community group, Gl6r Uachtar Tire.

An Grfpa has a circle of people who volunteer each week on a rota system.

An Grripa hires Byransford Hail from the ;:#ffi;:a for its weekty Broup. rhe rent is paid by

the fees made at the door by those who attend the weekly parent and toddler group.

FinancialReview

Financial Performance

Financial performance in the year to September 30th 2019 has been broadly consistent with the

trustee's forecasts and expectations; An Grripa does not have a surplus of income. However, An

Grfpa has managed not to get into debt due to a grant from Newry, Mourne and Down District

Council for f 1,500 plus a very generous one-off donation to the group made by the owner of the

Cape Cod lrish Village in Maine, USA. Please note that, when necessary, the local lrish language

group, G16r Uachtar Tire, provided loans when the account is low. Examples of these payments

include f 125 paid on October 4th entitled Ranganna Madine/ Morning classes, also on the same day

f i.40 was paid with the reference Club Oige/Youth Club. Additionally, the payment of f760 made on

the 7th of February with the reference Dianch0rsa/ lntensive Course is another example of G16r

Uachtar Tire activities supporting the Parent and Toddler Group.



Note that on occasion An Gr0pa applied for grants so that lrish language events and activities would

be carried out locally. An example of this includes a grant obtained from Foras na Gaeilge entitled

Sc6im na nlmeachtai 6ige/ Youth Activities Scheme which A Gr0pa then gave to the local lrish

language school, Bunscoil Bheanna Boirche, to organise after-school activities for the area's lrish

speaking children.

lncome

f7,686.92

Expenditure

f7,103.50

Reference and Administrative Details

Charity Name

An Gr0pa Tuismitheoiri agus Tachrdin

Charity Number Registered Charity in Northern lreland

Nrc106790-0

Principal Address

o(n Eigse/the Lodge

1, Dublin Road,

Castlewellan Co Down, BT31gAG

Charity Trustees as of September 3oth 2018

Sinead Doyle - Chairman

Edel Dogherty- Treasurer

Emer O'Hagan - Secretary

Alice Lundy - Grants Officer

Structure, Governance, and Management

Governing Document and Constitution

The Society is a charity and is governed by a constitution adopted January 2011 this is publically

available at from the G16r Uachtar Tire office in Castlewellan. The Society is run entirely by its



Management Committee who meet quaterly to manage it. The Sroup employs two people on a part-

time, temporary basis to run An Gr0pa each week. an lrish Language Development Officer for 30

hours per week and two youth workers for 2 hours per week. An grripa has a rota of 5 volunteers

who help out weekly.

Trustee Selection and Management

Trustees or members of the Management Committee are aodpted solely on the basis of a vote at

the groups' AGM as outlined in An Gr0pa's constitution.

Objectives and Activities

Charitable Objects

The object of GUT as set out in our Constitution is the following

The purpose of the group is to provide a regular meeting place for parents/ carers of
young children, Mums-to-be and to provide fun activities for the children all through the

medium of the lrish language in an informal environment.

Public Benefit Statement

The trustees of An Gr0pa Tuismitheoirl agus Tachrdin confirm that they have had regard to the Nl

Charity Commission's Public benefit requirement statutory guidance'

The public benefit requirement has informed the activities of An Grrlpa in the year to September

3Qth 2018. ln evaluating public benefit the trustees note that membership of An Gr0pa is open to all

who share an interest in pre-school development and the lrish language. Whilst we would encourage

those with interest to join our ranks we also strive to make our services and facilities available to

those with no back ground in lrish.

The direct benefits which flow from our object or purpose includes increasing the opportunity for

locals to experience play and learning through lrish for their children and for the parents/carers

themselves. The parents/carers get the opportunity to introduce their children to a new language

and An Grtipa is often the first step for a parent considering educating their children through lrish.

Regarding the benefits to the children, all the research shows that bilingualism has cogitative

benefits for children.

These benefits are demonstrated by the fact that An Grripa has been taking place successfully since

2011 and that the group is growing in numbers each year.

Additionally, the benefits are demonstrated through feedback An Grripa receives in our event

feedback forms from Parents and Carers.

The purposes of our charity will not lead to any harm. An Gr0pa Tuismitheoiri agus Tachrdin's

beneficiaries includes the general population living within south east Down including Newcastle,

Castlewellan, Dundrum, CIough, Hilltown, Rathriland, Ballyward and the surrounding areas. A private

benefit to trustees may arise from our programme of ongoing training programmes. Through this

training trustees may gain skills and experience which are transferable to other settings such as First-

Aid etc. These benefits are incidental and necessary to ensure the benefit is provided to our

beneficiaries.



Approved, adopted and signed on behalf of the Management Committee.

j
\

i{-

Sinead Doyle

Chairperson
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Independent examiner's report to the charity trustees of An Grripa
Tuismitheoiri agus Tach16in (Charity No: 106790-0)

I report on the accounts of An Grtipa Tuismitheoiri agus Tachrdin for the year ended 30 September
2098, which are set out in the following pages.

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the Charities Act (Northern lreland) 2008. lt is my responsibility to:

o examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act

o follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under section

65(9Xb)of the Charities Act

. state whether particular matters have come to my attention,

Basis of independent examiner's report

I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my

examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission for Northern lreland under section 65(9Xb) of the Charities Act.

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of
the accounts presented with those records. lt also included consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees concerning any

such matters.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to
believe:

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached. CCNI ARR07 - supporting document 5 August 2016

lndependent examine/s statement

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1)to (4) listed

above and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern
lreland, I have found no matters that requ[S drawing to your attention.

Name: ff** t\tnzru^t @eJ MflarsrJ \s,
Relevant professional qualification or body:

Address: g\ rxpi ,cc"uq\[m,co.hngBl 
qJo

Date: 3ok\ar



Annex 1

Accounts for the Year ended 30th September 2019
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