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The Friends of St.Columb's Cathedral
Northern Ireland · Charity number 105701

Details

Status Received

Registered 2016-09-12

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 50 Woodburn Park
Londonderry
Co. Londonderry
Bt47 5ps
BT47 5PS

Email ian.bartlett@btinternet.com

Activities

Purposes: To promote a greater interest in the Cathedral, its traditions of worship and its history. To support
the Dean, Chapter and Select Vestry in maintaining the fabric and furnishings of the Cathedral. The Friends
are also asked to support the work and witness of the Cathedral by their prayers.

What the charity does: The advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or science

How the charity works: Cross-border/cross-community,Cultural,Heritage/historical

Who the charity helps: General public,Interface communities,Men,Voluntary and community
sector,Volunteers,Women

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £15,349 £16,602 £0 0

https://opencharities.uk/ni/105701
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=105701
mailto:ian.bartlett@btinternet.com
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Miss Muriel Kathleen Hamilton

Mr David Ian Bartlett

Mr Morris Forbes

Mrs Rebecca Mace

https://opencharities.uk/ni/105701
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Chari No. 105701
The Friends of the Cathedral

Receipts and payments accounts

For the period from 01.04.2024 to 31-03.2025

Seition A Recei and ents

A1

Unrestricted funds
to the nearest €

Last year
to the nearest f

1,099

2,220

10,891

7

14,2'17A1 total income the

2,M8Subscriptions & Donations
Shop Sales '1,501

Grants 11,393

Bank lnterest 7

Other
Tour fees

15,349

Tobl receipts

A3

A3 Sub total

A4 Asset and investment purchases
Siqnaqe 1,110

Displav cabinets 3,710
4,850

14,217

2,000

1,718

152

5,250

180

167

290

300

1,036

323

35
11,451

A5 Transfers between funds
A6 Cash funds last year end

A4Subtohl

Total payments

N et of receiptd(paym ents)

Cash fandsflb year end

16,601.540

1,253

4,613

3,360

11,451

2,766

1,846

4,613

15,349

830Concert, Recital, lectures and exhibition fees
Exhibition staqinq and qraphics

Stationerv and postaqe 736

Tourism costs 4,050

Advertisinq and printinq 2,059

Cost of Sale for shop 42

1,070Donations
300Gratutities

2,299Repairs & maintenance
Miscellaneous 316

Bank fees 38
11,752
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The Friends of the Cathedral
Charity No. L0570L

Unrestricted
funds Last year

fr et* # ................} r i +} s Details
to nearest e to nearest g

Danske tsank account 3,360 4,613Bl Cash funds

Tatal cash funds
(agree balances with receipts and payments account(s))

Signed by one or two
trustees on behalf of all
the trustees

SiEnature
Date of

approval
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Section B Statement of assets and Iiabilities at the end of the
period
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Statement Assets & liabilities I

The Friends of the Cathedral
c No.105701

[*teg*i i+*

Bl Cash funds

Signed by one or iwo
trustees on behalf of all the

trustees

Detalts

Danske Bank account

Unrestricted
funds

to nearest e

Last year

to nearest €

1,846

0

Total cash funds
(agree balances \nrrth receipts and payments 3ccount(s))
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'f1, 1iS

Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the
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The Fri**ds af Sai*t C*lsmb's Catltedral
Registered Sharity No. NIC 1SS7S1

Trust*es Annual Roport fcr the Fixancial Year ?S23JICI4

The cbjects *f the Friends *f Sairrt Columb's Cathedr*l are tc pr*mcte a greater
interest in the Cethedral, its traditi*ns af wcrship and history and tc support the
De*n, ehapter and Select Vestry in maint*ining the febric and fumishings.
The Friends suppoil the Cathedral's participation in the civic and cultura! life of the
City of L*ndonderry. They also supp*rt the Cathedral's Chairs which consists of
appraximately 12 male s**risteis,2* Girtand t5 Bay Choristers. The *heirs have
membe:"s frorn all sectirns *f the community and giv* publi* r*cit*ls b*th ln the
C*thedr*l arrd in ather venues.

Ths Charity is based within the City of l*andcnderry but draws men:bers from all over
the United Kingdanr and lr*land"
The charity is governed by a baard *f trustees which meets regularly ta agree a
prcgramrne *f avents, menege the finances and ensure campliance to ihe
cansiit*tion=

$aint Calurnb's Cathedral is the City of La:donderry'* mcst historic buitding. trt was
built between 1628 and 1633 on tne highest p*ir"'rt witfrin the r,valied city it attracts iarge
nunrbers *f visitors each ye&r.

Th* tathedral is se*n as a shared space within the city end is used by many
*rganisaticns fsr ev*nts. The Cathedral is a rnernber of ihe C*mrr:unity of The Cross
nf Naiis. based in Ccventry Cath*dral and is active in pramoting peac* and
ree*nciliation

In this finar':cial periad the cathedral is opefi to the public for visits a* five days per
week and at other tirnes t* hatd re*itals ar:d exhibitions. "The Fri*nds" have provided
$uppcrt by vaiunteering t* guide visit*rs ar*u*d th* bi:ilding and t* assist *t eve*ts.
*ur members are t* be c*ngratulated f*rth*ir support in this and alsa fartheir ongoing
help in assisting with the rlea*ing and maintenance cf the building.

Re*itals ind*d*d ane in July by the Cathedral's orge*ist *nd three by visiting
organists. ln September the C*thedral orga*lsts and Bcy Ch*rist*rs Save a recitai iR
support of th+ City Council's Culture Night, The chairs aiso p*rf*rmed at the speciai
Advent eve*ts and at the Festival *n Ni*s Lessons and Sar*ls an Christrnas Ive.

The Friends c*ntinued ta support an cngoi*g pro.iect t* preserve the Cathedral's
ar*hive cf histaric bo*ks and dacurne*ts.by paying f+r the repair, **nserusticn and
rebinding of a number *f historic b**ks and prir:tsJpaintings. This is the fifth
cons*cutive year that this preject has been financed by the charity"

ilerry City & $trabane District Cauncil hsve genereusly pravided funding ircm their
l'leritage Venues Fur:d tc assist with the cost of the variaus events and exhibitions"
"The Friends" manag* and acccunt fsr the rnonies provided through these grants.



*onations were made to the Cathedral ta assist with the general running costs anq
rn*intenanee af the building and to pay a gratuity ta the Assistant Srganist whc haq
undertaken the training of the Bay & Girl Chs.isters.

Fina*cial supp*ri was provided for the design and construeti*n of a maj*r exhibition

"The Treasures of $aint Columb's Cathedral" which was cpen ts the public through*ut
2*231?*24 A special souvenir b**klet irdas commiss*o*ed far this exhibition.

The Friends c*ntinue tc mainiain links wiih and ca-*peraie with other b*dies tr
promote the history and cultural activities which are held in the Cathedrai. Thes*
include The North West Hislorical & Archaeolcgical Scciet1,, *erry Central Library, Thq
Serry T*wer Heritage Grcup, Tourism N l, *erry e ity & Strabane tistrist Council, Th*
Fri*nds cf Derry's Walls, Thc Hencurable Tl:s irish Saciety and The Hervey Heritage
Group. The City Council continues i* use the Cathedral's spacss. bath internal and
external, to hold events.

We beiieve that peopie in general bencfit from our veri*us activities as we cantinue tu
nrake them a\Mare cf the impartance of the r*le played by the Cathedral in soci*ty, *f
its history and heritage and of its *utstanding cuitural and musical tradrtions. W* also
support the n:usical a:'rd *uiturai traditi*ns of *ther *rganisati*ns by assisting with
*vents held by them in the *athedral

Trustees
The Trustees continue tc be active in supparting the crganisatio:': and give of their
tlme freely and often tc er:sure that the aims and objectlves *f "The Friends" are
carried nut in adherenee ts the constitxticn.
There wer* na ch*nges to the membership of the Trustees

Public *enefit
As well as ihe public benefits indicated ab*v*, {he Trustees ctnfirrn thai they have
had regard tc the Charity Con:missiorr for Narthern lr*land's guidance cn puLrlic

benefit. We heve given careful cansidcratisn is the guidance io ensure ihat cur
activities have heiped ts achieve the charity's purpCI$s and provide a benefit to cur
beneficiaries^

$igned on behalf af the Trustees.

D I B*rttcit
101n1t25

L,{ Hamittcn
1S/01/25

Fine*ee
As can be seen frory: cur Receipts and Payrnents staiemeRt, the Frlends en**d the
2*23/2S24 Financial Year with a credit balance *f f;4$13 The main *curces of
inconie were fron: illlembers $ubscripti*ns. Dcnatians, Shop $aies and Derry City &
Sirabane District e ouncil grants. These monles were us*d f*r Tcuri*m pubiicaiions,
exhibitians, event advertising and cultural events.
lncome fr*rn members has been reduced due t* the cngoing efl*cts *f the Covid
r*strictians"
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lndependent examiner's report to the charity trustees of the Friends of Saint Columb's

Cathedral. Registered Charity Number 105701
I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31't March 2024

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance

with the Charities Act (Northern lreland) 2008.

It is my responsibility to:
o examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act

o follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission

under section 65(9Xb) of the Charities Act

o state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my

examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity

Commission for Northern lreland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act.

lVy examination included a review of the accounting records kept bythe charity and a

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. lt also included consideration of any

unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as charity

trustees concerning any such matters.
tVy role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to
believe:

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.

I ndependent examiner's statement
I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1)to (a)

listed above and, in connection with followingthe Directions of the CharityCommission for
Northern lreland, I have found no matters that require drawing to your attention,

2 .(--t(\^-
Name: Zara Foster

Fellow Chartered Accountant (FCA)

Address: 77 Westlake, Enagh, Londonderry, BT47 6WE

Date: 24th January 2025
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Cha No. 105701
The Friends of the Cathedral

Receipts and payments accounts
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The Friends of Saint Columb’s Cathedral 
Registered Charity No. NIC 105701 

Trustees Annual Report for the Financial Year 2022/2023 
 

The objects of the Friends of Saint Columb’s Cathedral are to promote a greater 
interest in the Cathedral, its traditions of worship and history and to support the 
Dean, Chapter and Select Vestry in maintaining the fabric and furnishings.  
The Friends support the Cathedral’s participation in the civic and cultural life of the 
City of Londonderry. They also support the Cathedral’s Choir which consists of 
approximately 12 male choristers and 15 Boy Choristers. In the current financial year 
a Girls Choir was formed which has 18 members. The choirs have members from all 
sections of the community and give public recitals both in the Cathedral and in other 
venues. 
 
The Charity is based within the City of Londonderry but draws members from all over 
the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The charity is governed by a board of trustees which meets regularly to agree a 
programme of events, manage the finances and ensure compliance to the 
constitution. 
 
Saint Columb’s Cathedral is the City of Londonderry’s most historic building. It was 
built between 1628 and 1633 on the highest point within the walled city it attracts large 
numbers of visitors each year.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
The Cathedral is seen as a shared space within the city and is, in normal times, used 
by many organisations for events. The Cathedral is a member of the Community of 
The Cross of Nails, based in Coventry Cathedral and is active in promoting peace and 
reconciliation. 
 
In this financial period the cathedral is open to the public for visits on three days per 
week and at other times to hold recitals and exhibitions. “The Friends” have provided 
support by volunteering to guide visitors around the building and to assist at events. 
Our members are to be congratulated for their support in this and also for their ongoing 
help in assisting with the cleaning and maintenance of the building. 
 
Recitals included one in July by the Cathedral’s organist and thre by visiting organists. 
In September the Cathedral organists and Boy Choristers in support of the City 
Council’s Culture Night, The choirs also performed at the special Advent events and 
at the Festival on Nine Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve. 
 
 The Friends continued to support an ongoing project to preserve the Cathedral’s 
archive of historic books and documents.by paying for the repair, conservation and 
rebinding of a number of historic books. This is the fourth year that this project has 
been financed by the charity.   
The cost of repairing and conserving two 17th Century “Siege” documents was met by 
the Friends. 
 
Derry City & Strabane District Council have generously provided funding from their 
Heritage Venues Fund to assist with the cost of the various events and exhibitions. 
“The Friends” manage and account for the monies provided through these grants. 



Donations were made to the Cathedral to assist with the general running costs and 
maintenance of the building and to pay a gratuity to the Assistant Organist who has 
undertaken the training of the Boy & Girl Choristers.  
 
Financial support continues for the design and construction of a major exhibition “The 
Treasures of Saint Columb’s Cathedral” which will open to the public in the Spring of 
2023. A special souvenir booklet was commissioned for this exhibition. 
 
The Friends continue to maintain links with and co-operate with other bodies to 
promote the history and cultural activities which are held in the Cathedral. These 
include The North West Historical & Archaeological Society, Derry Central Library, The 
Derry Tower Heritage Group, Tourism N I, Derry City & Strabane District Council, The 
Friends of Derry’s Walls, The Honourable The Irish Society and The Hervey Heritage 
Group. The City Council continues to use the Cathedral’s spaces, both internal and 
external, to hold events. 
 
We believe that people in general benefit from our various activities as we continue to 
make them aware of the importance of the role played by the Cathedral in society, of 
its history and heritage and of its outstanding cultural and musical traditions. We also 
support the musical and cultural traditions of other organisations by assisting with 
events held by them in the cathedral. 
 
Finance 

As can be seen from our Receipts and Payments statement, the Friends ended the 
2022/2023 Financial Year with a credit balance of £1846 The main sources of 
income were from Members Subscriptions, Donations, and Derry City & Strabane 
District Council grants. These monies were used for Tourism publications, 
exhibitions, event advertising and cultural events. 
Income from members has been reduced due to  the effects of the Covid restrictions. 
 
Trustees 

The Trustees continue to be active in supporting the organisation and give of their 
time freely and often to ensure that the aims and objectives of “The Friends” are 
carried out within the constitution. 
There were no changes to the membership of the Trustees. 
 
Public Benefit 

As well as the public benefits indicated above, the Trustees confirm that they have 
had regard to the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland’s guidance on public 
benefit. We have given careful consideration to the guidance to ensure that our 
activities have helped to achieve the charity’s purpose and provide a benefit to our 
beneficiaries. 
 
Signed on behalf of the Trustees. 
 
 
 
D I Bartlett                                M Hamilton                               
10/01/24                                   10/01/24 
 



The Friends of St.Columb's Cathedral
Northern Ireland  -  Charity number 105701

Annual return



i rna*ar**rr ann*ao/rtapd $$ldrritt'ld'ud$rfd6lt{'st
irtiiii n C*,t o ctrrtY t'r"t$" ttEmr
;ffi ; ;ffir;;t o{ rl'd rr$l fortL !*d' *ftdcd ll' tl{*dl lfi;l

f.kfiUt

a.'pi(rirt tGtpo.ue*$at d &lrty ssil"r l.ld tfl'tttB
A$ rhf (h*filyl rru{i{t Yrru rff 'nrpsnl 

ib& lod ll$ rKtsrltln*r tl tfi* rmorml h gndrtn
** thd Ch.rirt€t nfi (Xs{lhern rrekttd} lffi
i! $ tny rtl$sflrjtr&t, tc

. .rllt!.rf tha r{t&ntlt !dr&r t4$ran &l ol $l. $trtni.1 +l(r

. ldlr* the om({durtri hd d$i{| ln th( sftl*t'l Snr|fisns Gi1,tn t'? th{ Co"ul{$&l

undtr pctisr 6trt9xbi o{ lh* eh$rtifr 'ttl
rtr!tr w?rf,tlwJ srrrl(ul5r ,rtrtlift ti}l'.! (o(!rt !o trq *tllf'tEft

Br*r cd inrfcpcndmt lIrfirdr rcrorl
I hn.r f {Jmrl1f,d y:{rl cr}}ltry ,(torrfit* .t rs$r'red undf t &"{ tlsn 65 o( m'* {"h*n!'f} An 3rS t*t

trtim,nall{'} w,}l cillrlad 6{.1 lrl }ct6.drp{c Y'!}t (t!{ at"r}l Otrtflifnt ft'T n bf tt$ (htttY

C6rr,r.l1rr'sdi lF ttortl€tn lrd$x, ll.drt tt(lrcfl 61"19,\tl oi t&' Ch..d'$ '!"
i,1,, c..rm,.rrlon r*:lrrJnd I rctih/ Ot rtx a..cenlsu r(.(ctd' tffi br' lt'' ctx{tty 

'nd '
(o.rii.r,',c,', of l!* tl.o{J6t1 pt.lcnlad a-rt[ tho'i& li'ftxd" tl til(] 41(]*d{'d ts'ttidf,llllfir €' vt,
.Jn,r,.!t: ,1rfl1'. o/ d,{}.)1{ce: rn lh{ ,x(L'{nt!. rnd !{?*lnt (ri*'gult$'i t'{!fi YOr.l '1't5'tt1
t,-\:,+1 .,. -t.r -L)" r lrih-r:lf i
}'.lY l dt l} 1(; !:.1,]e $fl*|tfi }.i' n':,'r.{].l, '.!t..} ",.}!e (ffrf ?0 rnl ,!:.f,1$f,, &ryr.{i lw clu!.l to

i Th-r:.xrotn!rnf ..(gd: ra.!"re al)t lt0t 'o '({ordtot* 
*rlh "d'{fl 6l Ol tt Ch"{lGllct

,' i l,Ji it a a;ai!,,r'11 d! a$1 "lili'd *11i :ft_'/ l{(d^rfrld1a r'({fd!

i itrJl tttr.,'(:i),,4!1.ior!1r1 {irrnf}JY rir 'lt) l l'' ri ( 
'l'uni 

rt'ri r rq!'t !'nl.nll o{ tf'( Chr'fi lf,.l A{!

.1 :...r1 1l'/r* 1{si1hr. ,clc.ri.rrn/f i'fil'llj 1t:' }$):fet u'tr't'r'tifttti{ ol lt$ r<(CnJnli tObl

lndf paodcnr fl,{n.ncr/t ttat?mat}t
r hr,t. r. r: ;, ql,:d r'r .il't; r\.r:rrl.l .r''.,lrr11' ^') r'tr''t.nt rn rell'r( 1 o' th{ r'}rnt.t ll} !Ol{}

. 11,.j .,!r.,. jnit f ,.:',:,-il':.n * i:r li:'.)_a':itrf ti'*il'":1nltic'-!'),'t {ol?"'dl!$rtlO'

t,r.{1}r'in,Jr!.r/{ I f,,1'. liun.J n.r r..rllt{l ilnl r*?!''!r d!t*il}l !o vi}rt lilrn!'Jtr

u"f"{ k n

lr}l]. .'.l,Ji!','1.,
rr , .;. i r lr1, ?.,,j ;, i,,Jr!.rr ! ifaili
n,1 :,.,... I.r \r,,'1lL..t, i /irf'r I,itl.rn.lf rri l\'r,l ! l,'rti
i i'. ,.' .)' .r', .r1,,:


	Summary
	Accounts - 2025-03-31
	Accounts - 2024-03-31
	Annual report - 2024-03-31
	Annual return - 2024-03-31
	Accounts - 2023-03-31
	Annual report - 2023-03-31
	Annual return - 2023-03-31

