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SOLICITORS

The charity trustees of the congregation are the members of its Kirk Session. Under the
congregation’s governing document, The Code, the book of f the constitution and government o
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Kirk Session seeks to watch over and promote the spiritual
interest of the congregation and of persons not connected with any congregation who are within its
hounds. it ensures pastorai care is in place in the congregation and seeks to further t the contribution
of the Church to Christian witness and service in the local community. The Kirk Session has delegated
to its Congregational Committee the temporal affairs of the congregation including administering all

funds and property belonging to the congregation.
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Members of the Kirk Session are ex-officio members of the Congregational Committee.
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members are entltled to propose, speak and exercise equal votes at meetings, except that the

Moderator, the ministers in active duty in the congregation, has no deliberative but only a casting
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can be either by the congregat:on or by the Kirk Session. Members are elected if they obtain two-
thirds of those who votie
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congregation is the responsxbrlaty of a Presbytery which superintends generally the spiritual and
temporal affairs of the congregations assigned to it by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
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Templepatrick Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. The membership of the Presbytery
consists mainly of the active ministers of congregations assigned to it by the General Assembly,

- 2 i i . A o
minsters who have retired from active duty and an eider :annrunn:n n\l the Kirk Session of the

congregation.

The Generz! Assembly

The General Assembly is the supreme court of the Church, representing in one body the whole
Church and acting as its supreme legislative, administration and judicial authority, in dealing with all
matters brought before it. The General Assembly is normally constituted during the first week in
June for worship and to conduct its business. At the end of business it is dissolved. The membership




The charitable purpose of the congregation is the advancement of religion. Lylehill congregation of
the Presbyterian Churchis a congregation of the Preshyterian Church in lreland. The Presbyterian
Church in Ireland, as a Reformed Church within the wider body of Christ is grounded in the
Scriptures, and exists to love and honour God through faith in His Son and by the power of His Spirit,
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God's mission 1o cur world.
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s brings together people from different generations anc backgrounds to worship Jesus Christ
as Lord;

e grows in knowledge of God and our ability to speak of him to others;
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e is known in the community for our good and loving lives.

A Covenant Community: where our relationships are rooted in the promises of God by living
faithfully toward him and toward one another.

An Intergenerational Community: where adults intentionally take the lead to engage with,
encourage and nurture younger members to maturity in Christ.

An Outward iooking Communiiy: where we want the biessings of God that beiong to us in the gospel
to become blessings for others beyond the bounds of our community.

As a congregation of the Preshyterian Church in lreland, we believe that the Bible is the supreme
authority over all we do, and that the Westminster Confession of Faith, along with the Larger and
Shorter Catechrsms set out what we understand the Bible teaches on key matters of Christian faith

ation meets for worship every Sunday and visitors are

The Sacrament of the Lords Supper is observed on several occasions during the year and all those
d

who have bheen bantised an
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who have made z profession of faith in the Lord lesus Chrict are

vno ve maqge a2 profession ot raitin in ora Jesus Lnrist are

admitted to the Lord’s Supper. The congregation partakes in Bible study and prayer meetings and
has a range of organisations including:
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services are held at 7pm. During th week Buble studles and prayer meetlngs provid

ean opportumty
for members to meet together for fellowship, to study the scriptures and for a time of prayer
During lockdown periods, family wor rship and midweek videos were jivestreamed and pre-recorded

andZod ‘ was used for online prayer and fe Ilowshlp meetings. Wntten matenal was provided to
give th congregation a reading pla and h Ip

ervice was recorded and i
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servnces.

As well as our reg':'ar services during the year we gave thanks for faithful services and so ;ghf to

comfort those who had been bereaved during the year.

At 31st December 2022 there were 44 communicant members and 45 families connected with the
congregation. The average weekly attendance at morning worship is 20.

Pastoral care

against Covid.
Mission and outreach

At a local level the congregation is involved in mission and outreach and donates to the work of
external missions and agencies. This was somewhat curtailed due to Covid.

i ocaliv. the congresation:
iocaily, the congregation:

runs church programmes for children and young people with the intention of developing the faith of

Jesus and Me (JAM) dunng the morning service, and occasronal aII -age famlly servnces,

e holds Bible Studies that inquirers inta the Christian faith can be invited ta in order to learn

more;
e encourages people to come to prayer meetings or send prayer requests;
e oversess the running of g Girls’ Brigade company to reach out to children and young people,

involving them in several church services during the year;
e runs a Holiday Bible Club for children of primary-school age during summer, primarily
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e organises special services of worship at significant times of the year where a special effort is
made to invite the wider local community, e.g. Carols by Candlelight;

e serves the community t rnrnunn a transferor representative on the Board of Governors for
Templepatrick Primary School;

e conducts outreach in Templepatrick Primary School via school assemblies conducted by the
minister;

e helps couples prepare for marriage by offering classes with the minister and publicising
classes run by another charity, Christian Guidelines; »

e raises awareness of mission work in the wider church by inviting speakers to come to special

services such as the annual PW service;




e acharity chosen each year to be the recipient of fundraising from a Table Quiz held in the
autumn (although in 2022 this did not happen, due to Covid legacy);

e local Charities, & occasional fundraising campaigns elsewhere in the Presbyterian Church in
ireland such as supporting the work of missionaries from the Templepatrick Presbytery.
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The congregation supports the United A
Church in Ireland. This fund enables _gnarecﬁhnnc to support the wider mzss,‘._,_ of the
denomination and to do mission and outreach on a denominational basis beyond what the
congregation could do on its own. The United Appeal Fund provides financial support for mission
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enables church plantlng, prowdes rant supp rt for the upkeep of church premises, assist with the
running costs c e for ministry students, and
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The minister and one of our elders were nominated to
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Property

Jesus and Me (JAM) meets nearly every Sunday during the morning service as the Sunday School
programme of the congregation to provide an age-appropriate teaching programme for children and
young peopie. Six chiidren and young peopie were in reguiar attendance.

Pre Covid, the congregation overseen a Boys Brigade company. Unfortunately post covid and

fAalinwing tha Cantain’e ratiramont aftor annro 7] i + £
roliowing the Laptain’s retirement atter approx.. ,.b‘,’ean"s service there were insufficient Of

remaining to meet Child Protection Guidelines so the Company had to be disbanded.
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1 girls and young women aged from 3 years up to 18 years and 6 Leaders
rganise various items of badgework to cover the following elements:
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The Presbyterian Church in Ireland meets the public benefit requirement by pr roviding benefit to its
mcmoer and the Eenerar G'u'uiiC G‘v’ mam..a known the Christian \JGSGE: of the lord Jesus Christ

understanding in Christian beliefs as set out in the Bible and in the Church’s subordinate standards
(the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Shorter and Larger Catechisms) leading to spiritual and
moral dey m'nr'»xnn* and opportuni ities for response +o Bible teachi ing. In turn, this framework leads
to practical expressions of Christian beliefs and standards in the local community such as through
the care of those in need (including the sick, disabled and bereaved).

The direct benefits which flow from the purposes of the Church include the ga\ntng of an

Generaily the above benefits are deiitf'ered iocaily by congregations and their members, or are
facilitated through presbyteries or are organised and delivered centrally. Local delivery is facilitated

d
by central resources in almost all cases. Public access is made known through the use of
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The benefits are demonstrated through regular evaluation of the services and informal and ad-hoc
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The purpose does not lead to harm. The only private benefit flowing from our purpose is related to
a result of thelr holdmg ofﬁce or employment. However, thrs is mudental and necessary in order to
further our charitable purpose. There are no other private benefits. The beneficiaries of this purpose
are members, their families, other individuals that the Presbyterian Church in treland is in direct and
indirect contact with, the community in which pastoral services are provided and other communities
throughout Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, and worldwide which benefit from our
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engagement with and support for both Cnristian and otner secuiar organ tions, charitie
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individual members of the public.

The Kirk Session has had regard ta the Charity Commissions public henefit requirement statutory
guidance.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

The congregation’s main source of income is members’ contributions through the Weekly Freewill
Offering. There were only 40 contributors during the year (41 in previous year, 2021) donating a
total of £26,749 to the Freewill Offering (22563 in previous year, 2021).

Total Income of the congregation during the year was £37,544 compared to £32,652 in the previous
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Total expenditure decreased from £33,106 in 2021 to £29395 in 2022.




As the congregation’s total income does not exceed £250,000, the Trustees have elected under
section G863} of the Charities Act {Narthern treland} 208 ta prepare 2 receipts and payment account
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and a statement of assets and liabilities.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show
and expiain the congregation’s transactions and disciose with reasonable accuracy atany time its
financial position. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the congregation and
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Approved by the Kirk Session at a meeting on 21st Sept 2021 and signed on its behalf by:
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