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REPORT

The Trustees present theii. Annuai Report anr,'Financiel statements ior the'year ended 31 Decembei'

2022 including a statement of Assets and Liabilities as at that date'
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STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT

Tira firie Qaccian

The charity trustees of the congregation are the members of its Kirk Session. Under the

congi.egation's govei.ning document, The Code, the book of the constitution and govei'nrnent cf the

preibyterian Church in lreland, the Kirk Session seeks to watch over and promote the spiritual

interest of the congregation and of persons not connected with any congregation who are within its

baunds. !i ensures pastorai care is in piace in the congregation and seeks to fur"ther the contrrlbution

of the Church to Christian witness and service in the local community. The Kirk Session has delegated

to its Congregational Committee the temporal affairs of the congregation including administering all

funds and property beionging to the congregation.

Members of the Kirk Session are ex-officio members of the Congregational Committee.

The i..irk Sessicn consists of the crdainec' minister end the ruiing eiders oi the ccngregation. Aii

members are entitled to propose, speak and exercise equal votes at meetings, except that the

Moderator, the ministers in active duty in the congregation, has no deliberative but only a casting

vtrLe-

Stated meetings of the Kirk Session are held at least twice in each year or as appropriate.

T,--i be ehosei-r frjr the oflice of the ei,jership in the er-ri-rgregaticn a person rt'tust be a voting rter-tber

and a regular attendant on its ordinances. The selection of those proposed to be called to the office

can be either by the congregation or by the Kirk Session. Members are elected if they obtain two-

tnirds ,:f those who vote.

Presbytery

iinder the Fresbl4erian Church in ireland iorrn oi gc.rernance the corporate s.re!'sight of a

congregation is the responsibility of a Presbytery which superintends generally the spiritual and

temporal affairs of the congregations assigned to it by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in ireiand. Lyiehiii congregation of the Fresb;4er-ian Chur"ch has been assigned to the

Templepatrick Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in lreland. The membership of the Presbytery

consists mainly of the active ministers of congregations assigned to it by the General Assembly,

rninsters rrho ha.re retired fr-orn acthre dut;, 3n5 an eider appointed by the (irk Session of the
congregation.

Th= !i=nar=l Ac<cnrhlr;

The General Assembly is the supreme court of the Church, representing in one body the whole

Church and acting as its supreme legislative, administration and ludtcial authority, in dealing with atl

matters brought before it. The General Assembly is normally constituted during the first week in

June for worship and to conduct its business. At the end of business it is dissolved. The membership
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CIf the Genei-ai Assembi'y ccnsists mainl'y of the active ministers of each congregation, retii'ed

minsters and a representative elder appointed by the Kirk session of each congregation'

DESCP.IPTIEN AND PURPOSE

The charitable purpose of the congregation is the advancement of religion. Lylehill congregation of

the presby,terlan ehureh is a eengr.egation of the Presbyterian church in lreland. The Presb'/terian

Church in lreland, as a Reformed Church within the wider body of Christ is grounded in the

Scriptures, and exists to love and honour God through faith in His Son and by the power of His Spirit,

and to e*able her member.s tc p!a.i their part in fulfiliing Gcd's missicn tc our"++or!'J.

The congregation's mission purpose is to show God's love with gentleness and respect'

Oijr visi,*-in is, b,, tire grsee eri G+,j, to be an ineiusive, weieonririg eorni'liunii;, of firi-ist's peapie of ail

ages, which:-

e b.,ings together pecple from d'#erent ge*eratlcns and bac!.lgrc'*nds to'*iershlp iesus christ

as Lord;
. grows in knowledge of God and our ability to speak of him to others;

i iovingiy tr--ats others with gentieness aRa' respeet;

o is known in the community for our good and loving lives'

The ccng:"egatisi'i alms tc live cut its h4issi.cn and rJisi.cn as a fami!'7 sf God's people !'; belng:

A Covenant Community: where our relationships are rooted in the promises of God by [iving

faithfull-v toward him and toward one another-

An lntergenerational Community: where adults intentionally take the lead to engage with,

encourage and nurture younger members to maturity in Christ.

An Cutwai..i iookii'rg Cornnruriity: wiiere we want tire blessings crf Gc,,i tiiat beiong io us in tiie gerspei

to become blessings for others beyond the bounds of our community.

A.s a ccngregaticn of the Presh.yt-erian C!':urch in li'eland, 'ove he!ie'"'e that the Bible is the supreme

authority over all we do, and that the Westminster Confession of Faith, along with the Larger and

Shorter Catechisms set out what we understand the Bible teaches on key matters of Christian faith
axz{ nr+n}iraot tu wl qlLlgg.

ACTIVITIES AND OBJECTIVES

The congregation meets fo:'',ncrsh!p e'yery Sunday and ,.risitors are weiconne to jain.

The Sacrament of the Lords Supper is observed on several occasions during the year and all those

whc have beep baptised ar:d who have made a professlc;r cf faith !n the Lard Jesus Christ are

admitted to the Lord's Supper. The congregation partakes in Bible study and prayer meetings and

has a range of organisations including:

r----- ---l ra_r Je5u5 dIlrl lvte

o Girl's Brigade
oPW
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Worship and PraYer

The congregatlcn normaiiy meets for worship each sunday et i2nocn anci cccasionei evening

services are held at 7pm. During the week Bible studies and prayer meetings provide an opportunity

for members to meet togetherior fellowship, to study the scriptures and for a time of prayer'

During lockr-j.-)wn periods, farrriiy worship ;n,l miriweet videos urrere iivestrearate'j an'j pre-i'ecor'ied

and Zoom was used for online prayer and fellowship meetings. written material was provided to

give the congregation a reading plan and help with prayer' When in person services resumed the

n-,.-ri.ning seivice was rec,:r,jed ar-r,i i-na,je avaiiaoie for thsse w--ha coui'j not cGrare out to tli-rurch

services.

As rrr_,ell as cur. regr-1!4y ser-,.!ces duri*g the year we tave thanks far faithful serulces and sought to

comfort those who had been bereaved during the year'

At 31st December 2022 there were 44 communicant members and 45 families connected with the

congregation. The average weekly attendance at morning worship is 20.

Pastoral care

i..4embers ef ths ccngregatien v.,hc ere unebie to ettend church Cue to slckness +r 3ge ere contacted

and visited on a regular basis by the minister and the elders'

During the cor.cnavirus pandemic pastara! care has had tc be carried cut'+s!th m:tigat:ons !n place

against Covid,

Mlssion and outreach

At a local level the congregation is involved in mission and outreach and donates to the work of

external missions and agencies. This was somewhat curtailed due to Covid.

Locaii';, the cangr"egatian:

runs church programmes for children and young people with the intention of developing the faith of

chu;-ch familles and sharing faith with new famifies. This includes a Sunday Schoo! programme called

Jesus and Me {JAM) during the morning service, and occasional all-age family services;

r holds Bible Studies that inquirers into the Christian faith can be invited to in order to learn

more;
. encourages people to come to prayer meetings or send prayer requests;

* oryei'sees the ;'unning cf a Gii'!s' Brigade compan!, tc ;'each out to child;'en and 'f.3lJng people,

involving them in several church services during the year;

. runs a Holiday Bible Club for children of primary-school age during summer, primarily

oi'ganlse-d !r7 the Girl's Bi'igade Leaders;

o organlses special services of worship at significant times of the year where a special effort is

made to invite the wider local communiry e.g. Carols by Candlelight;
. ser-ves tire cornmunity th:"augh a transferor representati.ve on the Baard oi Gcu,ernors for

Templepatrick Primary School;

o conducts outreach in Templepatrick Primary School via school assemblies conducted by the
minictor.

o helps couples prepare for marriage by offering classes with the minister and publicising

classes run by another charity, Christian Guidelines;

i i.aises awai'eRess of mission u.rork in the wider- ehui"eh by inviting speakei.s to eorne to speeiai

services such as the annual PW service;
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. n-rak_es ii-re church pren-,ises avaiiabie for i-ise by the iocai cornrnunit,, such as tne iviehlii

Young Farmers'

The congregatio* also mak-es donat--ions t-o:

o a charity chosen each year to be the recipient of fundraising from a Table Quiz held in the

autumn {although in 2o22this did not happen.. due to covid legacy);

o local Charities, & occasional fundraising campaigns elsewhere in the Presbyterian Church in

lreland such as supporting the work of missionaries from the Templepatrick Presbytery'

Tr-re cr:ngr egation aiso raises awareness of eharity fundraising e-vents that rr'rernbers are invc'iived irr'

The congregation supports the united Appeal for Mission which is a central fund of the Presbyterian

Chur.ch in lr"eland. This fi-rnd enables cangregations ta support the uvider mission of the

denomination and to do mission and outreach on a denominational basis beyond what the

congregation could do on its own. The United Appeal Fund provides financial support for mission

personne! at hanfte and cversees, assists eonEregations u;ith the deplo'.rrnent of lccalli'based staff,

enables church planting provides grant support for the upkeep of church premises, assist with the

running costs of Union Theological College, the Church's training college for ministry students, and

firrancia!iy suppoi.is congi,egatian in tire ai-eas of woi'siiip, rjiseipile5h;p, gic,*ai missiorr, outi"eaeh,

Ieadership and pastoral care.

The congregatlon also contrlbutes to the denomlnat-ion's specla! appeals'

Presbytery

The cong:.egation was r.epresented at the reguiar meetings cf Presbi4e:",r by our minister and i or'

one of the elders. This provides an important link between the congregations and the wider

structures of the church.

rtaaarri iccamhirreE..L. sr nrrLr..vr t

The minister and one of our elders were nominated to attend the meeting of the General Assembly

of the presb.,"tei,iea- Church in treiand heid in Assembl.,r Buildings, Beifast, in Cct (postpcned from

June due to Covid).

Pronerty

The church & hall buildings are maintained in a good sound condition inside & out

a---^:--+:^--rlr Eor rrtalllrl li,

All organisations were suspended due to the coronavirus pandemic, until deemed safe to re-

cog;lmence in line with both Governrnent advice and that of the Overall Church Assembly in Belfast.

Jesus and Me (JAM) meets nearly every Sunday during the morning service as the Sunday School

programme of the congregBtion to provide an age-appropriate teaching programme for children and

young peopie. Six chiiciren anci young peopie were in reguiar atrenciance.

Pre Covid, the congregation overseen a Boys Brigade company. Unfortunately post covid and
fniinrerina tha r-anialn"c rariramani aiiar !nnr^v 7Er-rosr.c qanriea tharo rr-roto incrriFicieni itffirot.iii;;U'ffiiiS LiiU v$iiiliiii f iv=ii;tiii=iii giLEi -PPiU .. 4JysqiJ Jgi tivs Lii!iL rrure rr'JurrrLrLrr

remaining to meet Child Protection Guidelines so the Company had to be disbanded.

rtirlrc Etri.r=lla {f tr! ?2Q+h I rrlah!l! ttir!--r Griaada nnrm=lh.' *166+< arrh trrir{rrr aiaht fi.nrr-r Sanf. '"r,th,ar in_g:ii :, ?iits,(fiJg 1_\7Ui ZJgLai L_ticiiiii giiiJ Uii6qvg iivrrrrqrly llrlL!J !q!rr I llvsy rl16ll! llvlrt JLylLrrIv!r Le

April with approximately 2L girls and young women aged from 3 years up to 18 years and 5 Leaders

in attendance each week. We organise various items of badgework to cover the following elements:
Cniriir rai Dhrrciari Conrica Frir rrriinn:iJPii rrvvr, r rrrr.vsr, ev. ,r!v,
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PW woulij norma'I.,*; fiie€t on the SeCcnCi i'{oncia.y in th€ insijth fi,om Septembe;, to iv,ia;.ch with an

average attendance of twelve women, although curtailed this year due to Covid legacy' Five of the

nights would usually feature a speaker or, , ,oBi. with a ehristian {nessa8€" l* Decesnber the a'+s::uai

chrlstmes Dinner was he!d. Each evening finishes with e cup cf te= and pra'yer'

volunteers

The Trustees .,.;ish to ackncwiedge their deep appr.eciaticn cf thcse ,*hc give freei'y cf their tirne b'7

serving on committees and helping with organisations and other church activities'

PU E LiC B Ei.J EF iT 5T,4TETEi E NT

The presbyterian Church in lreland meets the public benefit requirement by providing benefit to its

membei-s and the genei.ai public b..v making known the Chr"istian Gospel of the i-o,-ci.lesus Ch;'ist

through the advancement of religion.

The direct benefits which flow from the purposes ef the Church include the gaining o{ an

understanding in christian beliefs as set out in the Bible and in the church's subordinate standards

(the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Shorter and Larger Catechisms) leading to spiritual and

mcral de..relopmeat and oppc;'tunities for respcnse ta Bible teaching. ln turn, this frcmewc;'k leads

to practical expressions of Christian beliefs and standards in the local community such as through

the care of those in need (including the sick, disabled and bereaved)'

Gener.eiiy the ab+'.re beneflts are deiivereci iocaiiy b'i cangregations and thelr' nnembers, c!'3!'e

facilitated through presbyteries or are organised and delivered centrally. Local delivery is facilitated

by central resources in almost all cases. Public access is made known through the use of

notlcebcarcjs, printed materiai, press adveflsement,'+cebsites, and seclei meciia or !n othe:''+.ra'ys.

The benefits are demonstrated through regular evaluation of the services and informal and ad-hoc

feedback fr.cm members, the!r fami!!es, and members of the Public.

The purpose does not lead to harm. The only private benefit flowing from our purpose is related to

Mlnlsters, Mlsslonaries, Dcaeoncsses, lr'ish Mission workers and tay Agents who reeeive benefits as

a result of their holding office or employment. However, this is incidental and necessary in order to

further our charitable purpose. There are no other private benefits. The beneficiaries of this purpose

are members, +,heir families,, other indl-;idual:. that the Presbyterian ehureh !n lreland i.'. !n direst and

indirect contact with, the community in which pastoral services are provided and other communities

throughout Northern lreland, the Republic of lreland, and worldwide which benefit from our

engagement iryith and suppcrt for bcth Christian and cther secuiar organisatians, cha:'ities anC

individual members of the public.

The Kirk Session has had regard to the eharity Commissions publie benefit re-quirement statutory

guidance.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

The congregation's main source of income is members' contributions through the Weekly Freewill

Offering. There were only 40 contributors during the year {41 in previous year, 2021} donating a

totaiof f.26,749 to the FreewiliOifering ii,ZZ963 in previous year,202i-j.

Total lncome of the congregation during the year was f37,544 compared to €32,652 in the previous

yscrt.

Totalexpenditure decreased from f33,106inZAZL to f29395 in2O22.
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TheTrustees€reresponsiblefarpresaringt}r*a*nual{egaftandt]qefinancialstetgrnentsofthe
q-ar=gre-ga-qi&;-* [;i aQe+rda;-*c€ with apgiic-abie ia,g 3i-*d $€rt€raii'g aeiepjed aeeou-'tir'g pra:tice'

As the eOngregatir:n's totat income does not exceed 8250.000, the Trustees have elected under

rciftsi? #fgJ of fft* {&firfffef,A$ffa+*r*en"." fne+and! :*s f#.Brcpa''e a recefpts and payment acc+**t

and a statement of assets and liabilities'

The Trustees are responsible for keepingadeQuate accountingrecords that are sufficient to show

anci expiain the congregation's transactions anri ciisctose with reasonabie accuracy at any time its

financial position. rheyire also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the congregation and

hence for taking reasanaltlestep-s for the prevention and deledLian oY fT1ttd and ather irregufarities"

Approved by the Kirk Session at a meeting on 21st Sept2O27 and signed on its behalf by:

titqlllEl l tBq i+tE t
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