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Nofthern lreland llllixed Marriage Association

Trustees' Annual Report ftantinued)

Year ended 31 March 2024

The trustees are pleased to present their annual directors' rcport together with the eonsolidated
financial staternents of the chari$ for the year ending 31 Mareh 2024.

The financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011 and ihe memorandum and Aftieles of
Assoeiation and Aecounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Reoommended Practiee
applicable to charities preparing their aecounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of lreland (FRS 102) (effeetive 1 January 2015).

The Norlhern treland Mixed Marriage Assoeiation (NIMMA) is a volunieer-based group, formed in
'1974, that has spent 50 years fostering reconoiliatron on the island of lreland. NIMMA's main aim is to
ereate tolerance and acceptance of mixed marriage and, ideally, to reaeh a time of reeonoiliation when
an organisation like NIMMA is no longer required.

To that end;

a) it provides information, advice and support to couples either in or eontemplating mixed

marnage

b) lt gives talks to a range of community and educational groups, as well as universities, colleges

and schools and distributes educational publications reiating to mixed marriage

e) lt produces a bi-monthly newsletter, which is distributed wideiy throughout the islend of lreland

to press, clergy, educationalists, politicians, opinion formers and th€ general publie

d) lt collates and presents reports to chureh bodies, networks with eross-eommunity groups and

youth umbrella groups such as Youth Aetion

e) lt represents Northern lreland at international conferenees

f) lt lobbies for extended integrated education through its partnership with thc Northern lreland

Couneilfor lntegrated Education (Nle lE)

g) lt lobbies for an increase in shared sooial housing through its paftnership with the Northern

lreland Department of Social Development

h) lt provides background briefings about reconciliation to journalists, broadcasters and

aeademics.

Chairman's Report:

Another challenging year over. Time surely to pause and eonsider how we have done and how we
ean, finances permitting, mark our fiftieth year in public service in the best way possible.
We can allsw ourselves a little bit of pride at that milestone, ternpered of course with experience and
the,knowledqe that we still have a long way to go"
But the important thing to rernember at this time is that w€ are on the right traok,
Our policy of providing pastoral care at the highest levels has won hearts and minds of all who have
come into our orbit. Our use of the best we 6an afford in teehnology has made the NIMMA brand a
known force for reconciliation worldwide. That is no idle boast when we consider that aeademies and
media fulk from as far away as Europe, Australia and even Asia have sought our counsel sn matters
relating to post confiict Northern lreland.
We maintain our primary aim of rnaking mixed marriage a 'normal thing in a 'normal' soeiety through
our day-to-day work, but take those not-so-small steps further through what used to be our
extra-curricular activities in media relations, our international focus on a wide range of reeonei[ation
topics and our persistent iobbying for greater availability of integrated eduoation and shared soeial
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housing,
It's a paekage that promises success.

We oontinue to otfer information and support to individuals, eouples and families that does prove
crucial in personal, famitiat and extended relationships An emotional fixative that keeps couples and
families together, The very basis of our aim to change soeiety frorn the bottom up by actually helping
people.
Mixed marriage is showing that ohenge is possible. lts example of tolerance and accommodation is
one that this society is following, however slowly,
Thousands of our children are being educated together, hundreds of families are living together in
shared social housing and the mature aRd considered debate about history, legacy and the future is
light-years away frorn the shoeking silenee that dominated our society in recent times. Not perfect by
aRy means, but evidenee of certainty in uneertain times.
That brings me to the impaet of publie opinion polls that do nothing to eement any degree of eertainty.
Far from it in faet. And the urgent need for our politicians to take a leaf out of NIMMA's book, and our
watchword of aeeon"lmodation, This is no time for triumphalism or searemongering, but rather for a
rnuch-needed measure of statesmanship. e hange is always challenging, but it is the management of
ehange, however small, that will allow our society to evolve in ways that are beneficial to all.
NIMMA has been part of that ehange for fifty years. A quiet, often behind{he-scenes driving force but
dynarnie in our own understated way, and chooses to be parl of the new and challenging
eonversations that will have to take place.
I seem to havc used the word ehallenging quite a lot this morning and we in hllMMA are no strangers
to it. Our founders faced it all those years ago, a little fear-ful perhaps, unoertain certainly, but daring to
strive to make ehanges for the better" ln this anniversary year, it is only proper that we should look
baek over our shoulders at thc work of so many of the NIMMA pioneers who strived to forge
reconciliation before that word becarne the fashion and to mark their successes
We have eome a long way, despite hurdles, partieularly of laek of funding, and we recognise thatthere
is a long way to go But, we are confident that NIMMA's tried and tested attitude of making change
work rs enough to ward off the most formidable of ehallenges.

Development Officcr's Report

Media Management:

lnternal:

o NIMMA News - June 23 edition issued"

o NIMMA News - September 23 edition issued"

o NIMMA News - Qhristmas 23 edition - issued.

c NIMMA News - Mareh 24 edition issued.

External:

. Very positive Newsletter pieee by Philip Bradfield

. Roley and Jo Melntyre interview featured The Detail podcast after major feature in the lrish Times by
Luke Butterly.

. Two baekground briefings with RTE chief researeher Rhenda Sheedy re documentary about mixed
marriage and the song Through the Banieades. The proposed programme failed to get RTE finanee
after a six month gestation period. Rhenda says it is mothballed rather than discarded.
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" 50rh anniversary letter to editors picked up by Newsletter and lrish News.

' Background provided for Danish journalist Bjorn Hansen in prep for interview with Roley and Jo
Melntyre.

' Background briefing - post conflict Northern lretand - with New Delhijournalist Sonia Sarkar.
' Background briefing with Will Hollingworth of the Kyodo News Ageney - it syndicates stories to news
outlets and newspapers with more than 50 million subsmibers.

' Obituaries for the late Stirling McGuinness in both the Newsletter and the lrish News.

Funding:

o Application results:

r Application to the John Moores Foundation - declined.

o Appiication made to Esme MitehellTrust - 81,000 granted"

. Application made to the Enkalon Foundation - panding.

. Application made to Wm A Cadbury Trust - tZEO granted"
' Application to the Halifax Foundation completed, but have now been advised that eriteria and
format for applications are being changed for 2024. These will be availabte later in the Spring,

. Application to Awards for All- pending.

. Application to DFA Reeoncitiation Fund - pending"

r Application to Souter Trust - declined.

" Application made to Edward Cadbury Trust - pending.

Accomrnodation:

lT provider - TIBUS - NIMMA's 30 day rolling contract continues.

Paulworking from home. Office library transferred to his house.

NIMMA BooKs:

o Pdf copios of all threa books are available. E pubs of tho books have proved much more
difficult to produee.

Housing:

NIMMA remains a member of the TBUC housing sub-group. The Depaftment has adviscd thet things
are static at the minute, but is hopeful that with the return of the Executive, there will be movement in
the near future.

Meetings will oontinue to be held by Zoorn biannually untll further notice. lt remains a useful
networking forum despite the enforced inertia of reeent times.
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Storios Nctwork:

NIMMA remains a member of the Stories' Network (SN). NO meetings have been held in the past
year, but Kate Turner advises that this will now be a priority.

SN is also a useful and wide-ranging network of diverse contaets, many of whom we would have litfle
chance of meeting in the normal course of things.

SUMMARY:

A good year, dominated by international interest in the 25tn anniversary of the GFA, that gave NIIMMA
a pedect opportunity to spetl out its measured view.

NIMMA remains a high-profile provider of baokground brieflngs about all things post confliet Nor-thern
lreland, partieularly reconeiliatisn, with enquirers realising from our web footprint that the Association
is driven by a desire to make reeonciliation a reality from the ground up.

Soureing funding remains a challenge as always.

Finally, NIiMMA was always all about people and two people worthy of special mention in any NIMMA
report are Roley and Jo Mclntyre. These two stalwarts have been vital in providing journalists with
fases and voiees for NIMMA over the years.
They first featured in\\ Mixed Emotions', starred in the drama that it spawned and have been
interviewed dozens of times by the national and internatronal media. I cannot thank them enough for
their great work.

It is worth noting that twelve years ago, we had problems in recruiting eouples to take part in our first
book, although eventually we managed to tetl ten stories. Despite, two further books and, hopefully a
softening of attitudes toward rnixed marriage, I have found it lnnpossible to enlist the help of any other
eouple other than Roley and Jo to cover any of our press/media interviews. I think this is a subject
worihy of discussion on its own.

The Trustees'
trustees by:

annual report was approved on 7rh June 2024 and signed on behalf of the board of

,r/*



Northern lreland Mixed Marriage Association

lpdependent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of Northern lreland Mixod
Marriage Association

Year ended 31 March 2024

I report to the trustees on my examination of the finaneial statements of Nofthern lreland Mixed
Marriage Association ('the charity') for the year ended 31 Maroh 2024.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the trustees of the charity you are responsible for the preparation of the finaneial statements in
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act (Northern lreland) 2008 (the '2008 Aet'). you
are satisfied that your charity is not required by charity law to be audited and have chosen instead to
have an independent examination.

I report in respect of my examination of the charity's financial statements as carried out under section
65 of the 2008 Act. ln carrying out my examination I have followed the general Direetions given by the
charity commission for Northern treland r"lnder section 65(gXb) of the 2o0B Aet.

lndependent examiner's statomBnt

I have oompleted my examination. I confirm that no matters have eome to my attention in eonneetion
with my exam[nation giving me cause to believe that in any rnaterial respect:

1. accounting records were not kept as required by with section 63 of the 2008 Act: or

2. the financial statements do not accord with those reeords, or

3. the financial statements do not comply with the accounting requirements of the 2008 Act; or

4. the financial statements do not conrply with the applieable requirements concerning the
form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Aeeounts and Report$) Regulations
2008 other than any requirernent that the aocounts give a 'true and fair' view whieh is not a
matter considered as part of an independent examination.

I confirm that there are no other matters to whioh your attention should be drawn to enahle a proper
understanding of the acoounts to be reaehed.

FINEGAN GIBSON LTD
lndependent Examiner

Causeway Tower
I James Street South
Belfast
BT2 8DN
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A
Donations & leoacies
Deoanment oi FA
Grants 1,000

Frindraisins activities
lnterest on deposit acoount 6

Dividend on investments
Members' subseriDtions 306

:haritable trading reeeipis - sale of books
Rents from land & buildinqs
Other eharitable reeeipts

ICOme { 3.12

Unrestrie ted
funds

to the naarest
L

A2 AsEet and investment sales (see lables I atld 2 in
secfion 7 of the auidance).
Prooeeds from sale of fixed asset
Loan reoavments receivad

A3P
eost of fundraisino evenis
Gross kadino pavments

lnvestment manaoement eosts
Direct charitable activitv 5,435

Grants & donations oaid
Corrymeela
Governance costs
Other eosts

A3 Sub fotal 5 435

A4 Asset and investment purchases (see tables I and
2 in section 7 of the auidance)
Purchase of investments
Loans made

44 Sub tofal

fofa/ payments

Alet of recerpts/ ( pay rn ents)
A5 Transfers between tunds
AB Oash funds last year end

C*sh funds this year end

Restrieted
funds

to the ne"rest e

Endowment
funds

to the netrest I

Total funds Last year

to the nearest € to the nearestf

2,473

2 860

s

305

5,707

5.435

5,435

6,0s7

6,057

l-?tfl1-1 f-] f-,ffiT| fre
r::l E-{l-1 r-qr.-?q
t"tt-tt-tt-j

1 000

6

306

1.317

rora/ reeerprs f-@ t-l fT- I---rc1 f:=sfffiI



Period end date: 31/03120?4Northern lreland Mixed

81 Cash funds

82 Other monetary
assetE

83 lnvestment
assets

84 Assets retained
for the eharity's own
use

B6 Liabilities

Signed by one or,h.vo
trustees on behalf of all
the trustees

Association -

fota/ casfi funds
erpts and payrnenls acrcun(s)i

Last year

to nearest €

Restricted
funds

Restricted
tunds

to nearesi t

Endowment
filnds

Endowment
funds

tb n6arest t

When du€

Total

Print Name

No.l Acaounl
No 2 Account

T6t l

Cost {optlonal}

Cost (optlonat)

Signature

M l-{arrison (Treasurer)
H Nelson (Chairperson
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C1 Nature and purpose of
funds (may be sfafed on
ana/ysis of funds worksheefs)

G2 Grants

eS Trustee remuneration
details

C4 Trustee expenses - details

C5 Transaotions with
trustges and connected
person$

CG Other information

1';rpe rf lrctivit,.r c. projeci siil,S,1rt.i.J

Unrestricted funds are available for general purposes in accordance with the charity's
purpo$es,

lndividual /

lnstitutlon
Numher of grants

made

Number of

fransaetion Balance
emount (€) outstandi

ng at
period

l.l:rtuI e arf trantsaction

under which

rtl;r!ier ns h i



Poriod and deto: 31/03/202rt

Analysis of receipts and payments

1 Donations

unrestrlcted 
Restrlcted lunds

funds

to near*i I to nearest g

Total current'--' -.- :-"- Total last Derlod
pBrlod

to nearest E to near€st €

Expendable
cndowment

funds
to nearei e

Fermanent
cndowment

tunds
to nearest a

Donations

Total

OK

2 Grants

3 Gross r€ceipts from other charitable activities

1.000

t,000

2.473
2 000

860

5,33$

Expendable
endowment

funds
to nEarest I

Erpendable
endowment

funds
to nearest E

Permanent
6ndowment

tunds
to nearest E

Perm6ilert
endowmcnt

funds
to ncarest E

29
aaE

10

354

Total cunent'--' -. .--'- Total last Derlod
Peflod

to nearest f to neErest f

Sale of Books
\nnual Subscriptions

tsank lnterest

Total

4 Payments relating directly to charitable activities

Unrestrlcted
tunds

to nEarest f

Restrlcted funds

10 nearest E

Totll eurrent Tokl last perlod
perlod

to neafest E to nearest e

4,464
124

26

540

oi
{ii5

78

5,43€

Total cunent
perlcd

to nearestl to nearest e

'"lt=j!f,t* Restrrcted runds

to nearcst e to nearest e

305

6

3't 1

305

6

3J1

lXaoes & Salaries

Tclcohonc and intcrn.t
Subscriptions
Accduntants Fee
Bank Fees
PC Riahts EuroDe
AGM

Total

4.464
120

26
540

52
145

78

5.434

4 638

120

26
540

66
5s4

63

10

6,05:



Period and datc: 31/0312024

6 Breakdown of rostJieted funds

Restricted fund Restricted fund
12

Total restricted Tatal restrict€d
funds funds last

p€riod

Rec6ipts

frem assat & investmant salas

Sub lotal

Peyments rclatin8 to asset tnd in\restmant
msv€mcnts

assets

Purchase of investments

Sub totat

OK

^retreceipts 
l(pay,nents) f- :_ | f-..-..-..l l..."-:1f-*- -f 

-= 
t-f

Transfers to / (from) funds

surprus/(defteit)faryear f..".:lf.T]f.Tlf - 1re] |".:-]

of funds


