
Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ni/104775 Page 1

1st Randalstown Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Northern Ireland · Charity number 104775

Details

Status Received

Registered 2016-08-08

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address Co/ 1St Presbyterian Church
43
New Street
Randalstown
Bt41 3af
BT41 3AF

Phone 07835 961410

Activities

Purposes: THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND, as a Reformed Church within the wider body of
Christ is grounded in the Scriptures, and exists to love and honour God through faith in His Son and by the
power of His Spirit, and to enable her members to play their part in fulfilling God's mission to our world

What the charity does: The advancement of religion

How the charity works: Religious activities,Welfare/benevolent

Who the charity helps: General public,Specific areas of deprivation

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £65,105 £74,312 £0 1
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1st Randalstown Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Northern Ireland  -  Charity number 104775

Accounts



As at: 31 December 2024
Statement of Assets and Liabilities (by code)

1st Presbyterian Church Randalstown - XN46309

Class and nominal code DesignatedGeneral Restricted Endowment Total Last year

Fixed assets - Mixed motives investments

6200 : PCI Investments —— — 18,311.58 18,311.58 16,498.70

16,498.7018,311.5818,311.58———Total

Current assets - Cash at bank and in hand

6300 : Current Acc(Ulster Bank) —(934.56) 59,265.27 — 58,330.71 60,872.16

6301 : Property Money Desk(Feb)
Ulster Bank

—— 10,000.00 — 10,000.00 10,000.00

6302 : Property Money Desk(May)
Ulster Bank

—— — — — 10,000.00

6305 : Progressive BS
7264(PropSave)

—— 581.15 — 581.15 20,100.00

6311 : Progressive F Term Bond
7817(June)

—— 20,482.24 — 20,482.24 10,000.00

6312 : Progressive F Term Bond
130X(Nov)

—— 10,506.42 — 10,506.42 10,000.00

6313 : Progressive F Term Bond
3744(Feb)

—— 10,051.37 — 10,051.37 —

120,972.16109,951.89—110,886.45—(934.56)Total

137,470.86128,263.4718,311.58110,886.45—(934.56)Net total assets
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1st Presbyterian Church Randalstown - XN46309

Statement of Financial Activities

For the period from 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Endowment
funds

Total
funds

Prior year
total funds

Income and endowments from:
Regular Direct Giving — 44,674 48,93829,507 15,167
Donations and Legacies 812 7,170 10,764— 6,357
Activities that Generate Income — 360 200— 360
Investments — 3,117 418— 3,117
Other Income Sources — 9,783 9,8657,453 2,330

Total income 812 65,105 70,18736,960 27,332

Expenditure on:
Central Church Assessments — 11,313 10,90811,313 —
Ministry and Support Staff

Minister — 22,618 21,78222,481 136
Other Ministry and Support Staff — 1,433 1,7841,353 80

Life and Work — 96 9196 —
Worship and Fellowship — 3,194 4,3052,394 800
Discipleship and Ministry — 340 342— 340
Mission and Outreach — 10,045 10,058780 9,265

Governance — 4,143 3,8173,973 170
Property and Equipment

Utilities — 4,271 4,383325 3,945
Repairs and Maintenance — 7,550 10,9152,381 5,168
Insurances — 1,585 1,4851,392 193
Depreciation — — —— —

Grants to Missions and Charities
United Appeal — 3,737 3,984— 3,737
Other PCI Schemes — 488 604— 488
Other Missions and Charities — 3,495 6,741110 3,385

Total expenditure — 74,312 81,20446,602 27,710

Gains / losses on investment assets — — —— —

Net income / (expenditure) resources before transfer 812 (9,207) (11,017)(9,641) (378)

Transfers
Gross transfers between funds - in 1,000 41,687 120,34875 40,612
Gross transfers between funds - out — (41,687) (120,348)(213) (41,474)

Other recognised gains / losses
Gains on revaluation, fixed assets, charity's own use — — 1,369— —

Net movement in funds 1,812 (9,207) (9,648)(9,780) (1,240)

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 16,498 137,470 147,1198,845 112,126

Total funds carried forward 18,311 128,263 137,470(934) 110,886
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There may be minor discrepancies in the totals if the pence are not being shown



1st Randalstown Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Northern Ireland  -  Charity number 104775

Accounts



As at: 31 December 2023
Statement of Assets and Liabilities (by code)

1st Presbyterian Church Randalstown - XN46309

Class and nominal code DesignatedGeneral Restricted Endowment Total Last year

Fixed assets - Mixed motives investments

6200 : PCI Investments —— — 16,498.70 16,498.70 15,129.47

15,129.4716,498.7016,498.70———Total

Current assets - Cash at bank and in hand

6300 : Current Acc(Ulster Bank) —8,845.52 52,026.64 — 60,872.16 81,913.05

6301 : Property Money Desk(Feb)
Ulster Bank

—— 10,000.00 — 10,000.00 —

6302 : Property Money Desk(May)
Ulster Bank

—— 10,000.00 — 10,000.00 —

6305 : Progressive BS
7264(PropSave)

—— 20,100.00 — 20,100.00 —

6310 : Danske Bank —— — — — 50,076.53

6311 : Progressive F Term Bond
7817(June)

—— 10,000.00 — 10,000.00 —

6312 : Progressive F Term Bond
130X(Nov)

—— 10,000.00 — 10,000.00 —

131,989.58120,972.16—112,126.64—8,845.52Total

147,119.05137,470.8616,498.70112,126.64—8,845.52Net total assets
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1st Presbyterian Church Randalstown - XN46309

Statement of Financial Activities

For the period from 01 January 2023 to 31 December 2023

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Endowment
funds

Total
funds

Prior year
total funds

Income and endowments from:
Regular Direct Giving — 48,938 45,03530,777 18,161
Donations and Legacies — 10,764 15,504— 10,764
Activities that Generate Income — 200 372— 200
Investments — 418 463— 418
Other Income Sources — 9,865 10,4806,694 3,170

Total income — 70,187 71,85537,472 32,715

Expenditure on:
Central Church Assessments — 10,908 10,57510,908 —
Ministry and Support Staff

Minister — 21,782 20,04821,660 122
Other Ministry and Support Staff — 1,784 2,3101,784 —

Life and Work — 91 8591 —
Worship and Fellowship — 4,305 4,1312,645 1,660
Discipleship and Ministry — 342 300— 342
Mission and Outreach — 10,058 18,299— 10,058

Governance — 3,817 7,0793,817 —
Property and Equipment

Utilities — 4,383 2,8241,056 3,326
Repairs and Maintenance — 10,915 4,6042,096 8,818
Insurances — 1,485 1,4431,485 —
Depreciation — — —— —

Grants to Missions and Charities
United Appeal — 3,984 3,852— 3,984
Other PCI Schemes — 604 1,227— 604
Other Missions and Charities — 6,741 3,694— 6,741

Total expenditure — 81,204 80,47745,546 35,658

Gains / losses on investment assets — — —— —

Net income / (expenditure) resources before transfer — (11,017) (8,622)(8,074) (2,943)

Transfers
Gross transfers between funds - in — 120,348 7,03753 120,295
Gross transfers between funds - out — (120,348) (7,037)(1,501) (118,847)

Other recognised gains / losses
Gains on revaluation, fixed assets, charity's own use 1,369 1,369 (1,355)— —

Net movement in funds 1,369 (9,648) (9,977)(9,522) (1,495)

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 15,129 147,119 157,09618,367 113,621

Total funds carried forward 16,498 137,470 147,1198,845 112,126
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There may be minor discrepancies in the totals if the pence are not being shown



1st Randalstown Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
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1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Registered Charity in Northern Ireland (NIC104775) 

 

Trustees Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year 

ended 31st December 2023 
 

The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 

31st December 2023 including a Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at that date. 

 

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS  

 

1ST Randalstown congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 

43, New Street. Randalstown. BT41 3AF 

 

Registered Charity in Northern Ireland (NIC104775) 

 

CHARITY TRUSTEES 

 

The Charity Trustees who served during the year or who were trustees at the date of this report 

were:  

 
  Mr. T McFadden 

Mr. R Close 
Mr. R. O’Neill 
Mr. G Patton 

 

Rev. T McNeill 
Mr. A. Smyth 
Mrs. O O’Neill 

 

  
  

PRINCIPAL OFFICE BEARERS 

 
Minister Rev Trevor McNeill 
Clerk of Session Mr. Thomas McFadden 
Treasurer Mr. Alistair Smyth 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS 

Mr. Ronnie Wilson 

Mrs. Margaret Doole 

 

BANKERS 

Ulster Bank - 8 Market Square, Antrim BT41 4AT 

Danske Bank - 1-2, Broadway Ave, Ballymena BT43 7PE 
 

SOLICITORS 

Samuel Cumming & Son – 39 Linenhall Street. Ballymena. BT43 5AJ 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 

 

The Kirk Session 

 

The charity trustees of the congregation are the members of its Kirk Session. Under the 

congregation’s governing document, The Code, the book of the constitution and government of 

the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Kirk Session seeks to watch over and promote the 

spiritual interest of the congregation and of persons not connected with any congregation who 

are within its bounds. It ensures pastoral care is in place in the congregation and seeks to further 

the contribution of the Church to Christian witness and service in the local community. The Kirk 

Sessions has delegated to its Congregational Committee the temporal affairs of the congregation 

including administering all funds and property belonging to the congregation. Members of the 

Kirk Session are ex-officio members of the Congregational Committee. 

 

The Kirk Session consists of the ordained minister and the ruling elders of the 

congregations. All members are entitled to propose, speak and exercise equal votes at meetings, 

except that the Moderator, the ministers in active duty in the congregation, has no deliberative 

but only a casting vote. 

 

Stated meetings of the Kirk session are held on average, 4 times a year. 

 

To be chosen for the office of the eldership in the congregation a person must be a voting 

member and a regular attendant on its ordinances.  The selection of those proposed to be called 

to the office can be either by the congregation or by the Kirk Session. Members are elected if 

they obtain two-thirds of those who vote. 

 

Presbytery 

 

Under the Presbyterian Church in Ireland form of governance the corporate oversight of 

a congregation is the responsibility of a Presbytery which superintends generally the spiritual 

and temporal affairs of the congregations assigned to it by the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 1st Randalstown congregation of the Presbyterian Church has 

been assigned to the Templepatrick Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.  The 

membership of the Presbytery consists mainly of the active ministers of congregations assigned 

to it by the General Assembly, minsters who have retired from active duty and an elder 

appointed by the Kirk Session of the congregation. 

 

The General Assembly 

 

The General Assembly is the supreme court of the Church, representing in one body the 

whole Church and acting as its supreme legislative, administration and judicial authority, in 

dealing with all matters brought before it. The General Assembly is normally constituted during 

the first week in June for worship and to conduct its business. At the end of business, it is 

dissolved. The membership of the General Assembly consists mainly of the active ministers of 

each congregation, retired minsters and a representative elder appointed by the Kirk Session of 

each congregation. 

 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE 

 

The charitable purpose of the congregation is the advancement of religion. 

 

1st Randalstown congregation of the Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, as a Reformed Church 

within the wider body of Christ is grounded in the Scriptures, and exists to love and honour God 

through faith in His Son and by the power of His Spirit, and to enable her members to play their 

part in fulfilling God’s mission to our world. 

 

The congregations mission purpose is… ‘By the grace of God, through the sufficiency of 

Christ, and relying on the Holy Spirit at all times, to invite all peoples into a living, vibrant, 

and growing relationship with Jesus Christ and HIS church; joyfully celebrating God's love 

and reaching out to the world in mission with love and compassion’.  

- This is increasingly exemplified by love for God, and love and concern for others; 
- We are committed to the historic Christian gospel as revealed in the Bible, and to the 

Reformed Truths of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland; 
- We seek to be relevant in our approach to worship to the people of this time and place. 

 
 The congregation aims to live out its Mission and Vision as a family of God’s people by being: 

- A Covenant Community: where our relationships are rooted in the promises of God by living 
faithfully toward him and toward one another. 

- An Intergenerational Community: where adults intentionally take the lead to engage with, 
encourage and nurture younger members to maturity in Christ. 

- An Outward looking Community: where we want the blessings of God that belong to us in 
the gospel to become blessings for others beyond the bounds of our community. 

- As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, we believe that the Bible is the 
supreme authority over all we do, and that the Westminster Confession of Faith, along with 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms set out what we understand the Bible teaches on key 
matters of Christian faith and practice] 
 

ACTIVITIES AND OBJECTIVES  

The congregation meets for worship every Sunday and visitors are welcome to join. The 

Sacrament of the Lords Supper is observed on several occasions during the year and all those 

who have been baptised and who have made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ are 

admitted to the Lord’s Supper.  The congregation holds regular bible study meetings and has a 

wide range of organisations including: 

 

- Sunday School 
- Youth Fellowship 
- Creche 
- PW Women’s meeting 
- Mid-Week Fellowship 

Food-Bank outreach 
 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 

 

Worship and prayer 

The congregation normally meets for worship each Sunday at 10.30am. During the week 

the Mid-Week Fellowship provides an opportunity for members to meet together for fellowship, 

to study the scriptures and for a time of prayer. 

At 31 December 2023 there were 33 communicant members and 115 families connected with 

the congregation.   The average week attendance at morning worship is 65. 
 

Pastoral care 

Members of the congregation who are unable to attend church due to sickness or age are 

visited on a regular basis by the minister, elders or by one of the congregation’s pastoral visitors. 

 

Mission and outreach 

At a local level the congregation organize and manage the Jam Store Food-Bank, which 

encourages wider participation amongst members of every community in Randalstown. On 

special occasions such as Christmas and festivals, the church participates in outreach to the 

community by practical means such as catering, or taking part, for example in community 

choirs. 

The congregation supports the United Appeal for Mission which is a central fund of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. This fund enables congregations to support the wider mission of 

the denomination and to do mission and outreach on a denominational basis beyond what the 

congregation could do on its own. The United Appeal Fund provides financial support for 

mission personnel at home and overseas, assists congregations with the deployment of locally 

based staff, enables church planting, provides grant support for the upkeep of church premises, 

assist with the running costs of Union Theological College, the Church’s training college for 

ministry students, and financially supports congregation in the areas of worship, discipleship, 

global mission, outreach, leadership and pastoral care. The congregation also contributes to the 

denominations annual World Development Appeal, Sunday School project and any other special 

appeals.  

 

Presbytery  

The congregation was represented at the regular meetings of Presbytery by our minister 

and / or one of the elders. This provides an important link between the congregations and the 

wider structures of the church. 

  

General Assembly 

The minister and one of our elders were nominated to attend the meeting of the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland held in Assembly Buildings, Belfast, in June. 

 

Property  

No major repairs or refurbishment projects were undertaken during the year. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

Organisations 

Mid-Week Fellowship attracts around 30 people per week. 

Sunday School has around 8 children. 

The PW Women’s Meetings has around 15 members. 

Jam Store Food-Bank has 60-80 regular ‘Clients’ and has around 30 volunteers on the 

books. 

 

Volunteers 

The Trustees wish to acknowledge their deep appreciation of those who give freely of 

their time by serving on committees and helping with organisations and other church activities. 

 

PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT 

The Presbyterian Church in Ireland meets the public benefit requirement by providing 

benefit to its members and the general public by making known the Christian Gospel of the Lord 

Jesus Christ through the advancement of religion. 

The direct benefits which flow from the purposes of the Church include the gaining of an 

understanding in Christian beliefs as set out in the Bible and in the Church’s subordinate 

standards (the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Shorter and Larger Catechisms) leading 

to spiritual and moral development and opportunities for response to Bible teaching. In turn, this 

framework leads to practical expressions of Christian beliefs and standards in the local 

community such as through the care of those in need (including the sick, disabled and bereaved). 

Generally, the above benefits are delivered locally by congregations and their members, 

or are facilitated through presbyteries or are organized and delivered centrally. Local delivery is 

facilitated by central resources in almost all cases. Public access is made known through the use 

of noticeboards, printed material, press advertisement, websites, and social media or in other 

ways.  

The benefits are demonstrated through regular evaluation of the services and informal 

and ad-hoc feedback from members, their families, and members of the public. 

The purpose does not lead to harm. The only private benefit flowing from our purpose is 

related to Ministers, Missionaries, Deaconesses, Irish Mission workers and Lay Agents who 

receive benefits as a result of their holding office or employment. However, this is incidental 

and necessary in order to further our charitable purpose. There are no other private benefits. The 

beneficiaries of this purpose are members, their families, other individuals that the Presbyterian 

Church in Ireland is in direct and indirect contact with, the community in which pastoral 

services are provided and other communities throughout Northern Ireland, the Republic of 

Ireland, and worldwide which benefit from our engagement with and support for both Christian 

and other secular organisations, charities and individual members of the public. 

The Kirk Session has had regard to the Charity Commissions Public benefit requirement 

statutory guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

The congregation’s main source of income is members’ contributions through the 

Weekly Freewill Offering. There were 76 contributors during the year 2023 [80 in previous 

year, 2022] donating a total of [£36,426] (£38,874 in previous year, 2022) 

Total Income of the congregation during the year was £70,187 compared to £71,855 in 

the previous year, 2022. [The main reason for the change was natural fluctuation in 

contributions] 

Total expenditure was slightly higher but kept in line with normal income at £81,205. 

Increased expenditure for this year and is due to normal fluctuations and some increase in 

activities. 

 



1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND 
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont'd) 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEE RESPONSIBILITIES 
The Trustees are responsible for preparing the annual report and the financial statements of the 

congregation in accordance with applicable law and generally accepted accounting practice. 
Whilst the congregation's total income does not exceed £250,000, the Trustees have elected under 

Section 64(3) of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 208 to prepare a receipts and payment account and a 
statement of assets and liabilities. 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and 
explain the congregation's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time its financial 
position. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the congregation and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregUlarities. 

Approved by the Kirk Session and signed on its behalf by: 

JC':':::...M.@Rev. T. McNeill ~~<t.~ ..... Mr. T. McFadden 

[Date] ? I ") ! III '612-t-t­[Date] 

<2Y Sj~ 



1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
31st December 2023 

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

BASIS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Whilst the total income of the congregation is less than £250,000 the congregation have elected in accordance 
with the provisions in The Charities (Accounts and Reports Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 to prepare its 
accounts on a receipts and payments basis. 

FUND ACCOUNTING 

Endowment funds are funds, the capital of which must be retained either permanently or at the congregation's 
discretion; the income derived from the endowment is to be used either as restricted or unrestricted income 
funds depending upon the purpose for which the endowment was established in the first place. 

Restricted funds comprise (a) income from endowments which is to be expended only on the restricted 
purposes intended by the donor and (b) revenue donations or grants for a specific congregational activity 
intended by the donor. Where these funds have unspent balances, interest on their pooled investment is 
apportioned to the individual funds on an average balance basis. 

Unrestricted funds are income funds which are to be spent on the congregation's general purposes. Designated 
funds are general funds set aside by the congregation for use in the future. 

'\.. APP1ed by the Ki~ Session and signed on its beh~d.-­
"'f~lI.U Rev. T. McNeill ~.. Mr. T. McFadden
 

[Date] [Date] ../I/./f!$.-.Y?
..810/.*......... .
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Independent examiner's report to the charity trustees of 1st Randalstown 
Presbyterian Church 

Reg Charity No. NICI04775 

As the total income of the congregation is less than £2501 000 the congregation have elected 
in accordance with the provisions in The Charities (Accounts and Reports Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2015 to prepare its accounts on a receipts and payments basis. 

We report on the accounts of pt Randalstown Presbyterian Church for the year ended 
3pt December 20231 which are set out on the following pages. 

As the charity1s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008. 

It is our responsibility to: 

· examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act. 

· follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under 

section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

· state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

We have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and 
our examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity 
Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

Our examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accountsl and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees 
concerning any such matters. 

Our role is to state whether any material matters have come to our attention giving us cause to 

believe: 
1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act. 
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records. 
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act. 
4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be
 

reached.
 

We have completed our examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) 
listed above andl in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern 

Ireland and we have found no matters that require drawingpurttention. 

r; . . 

Signed: ~..W.~. Mr Ronnie Wilson Signed: Mrs Margaret Doole 

Address: Address: a ~L-o- \ ~\. c>..2.Q. Address: Address: ~~ burJ~t- ~~f\D 
-r..a---~ T ClC::Y'I' ~ 15fZ rDC\ € 

~T~qaGt~ -"STLt r --sfP 
Date: Date: Date: Date: 

i~ - '6- 'a-4 '0~~ 8:o~lf 
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1st Presbyterian Church Randalstown - XN46309

Statement of Financial Activities

For the period from 01 January 2022 to 31 December 2022

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Endowment
funds

Total
funds

Prior year
total funds

Income and endowments from:
Regular Direct Giving — 45,035 46,65030,540 14,495
Donations and Legacies — 15,504 41,184— 15,504
Activities that Generate Income — 372 270— 372
Investments — 463 358— 463
Other Income Sources — 10,480 13,2087,454 3,025

Total income — 71,855 101,67237,994 33,860

Expenditure on:
Central Church Assessments — 10,575 10,86310,575 —
Ministry and Support Staff

Minister — 20,048 19,44619,924 124
Other Ministry and Support Staff — 2,310 2,6382,310 —

Life and Work — 85 8485 —
Worship and Fellowship — 4,131 1,6813,321 810
Discipleship and Ministry — 300 21— 300
Mission and Outreach — 18,299 6,559322 17,977

Governance — 7,079 4,8613,781 3,298
Property and Equipment

Utilities — 2,824 3,078370 2,454
Repairs and Maintenance — 4,604 3,8581,996 2,607
Insurances — 1,443 1,4751,271 171
Depreciation — — —— —

Grants to Missions and Charities
United Appeal — 3,852 3,890— 3,852
Other PCI Schemes — 1,227 1,140— 1,227
Other Missions and Charities — 3,694 3,169— 3,694

Total expenditure — 80,477 62,76743,959 36,517

Gains / losses on investment assets — — —— —

Net income / (expenditure) resources before transfer — (8,622) 38,904(5,965) (2,656)

Transfers
Gross transfers between funds - in — 7,037 48,14262 6,975
Gross transfers between funds - out — (7,037) (48,142)— (7,037)

Other recognised gains / losses
Gains on revaluation, fixed assets, charity's own use (1,355) (1,355) 1,880— —

Net movement in funds (1,355) (9,977) 40,784(5,902) (2,719)

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 16,484 157,096 116,31124,270 116,340

Total funds carried forward 15,129 147,119 157,09618,367 113,621

Page 115 October 2023

There may be minor discrepancies in the totals if the pence are not being shown
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1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
31sf December 2022 

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

BASIS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

\\lhilst the total income of the congregation is less than £250,000 the congregation have elected in accordance 
with the provisions in The Charities (Accounts and Reports Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 to prepare its 
accounts on a receipts and payments basis. 

FUND ACCOUNTING 

Endo\\iment funds are funds, the capital of which must be retained either permanently or at the congregation's 
discretion; the income derived from the endo\\iment is to be used either as restricted or unrestricted income 
funds depending upon the purpose for which the endowment was established in the first place. 

Restricted funds comprise (a) income from endo\\iments which is to be expended only on the restricted 
purposes intended by the donor and (b) revenue donations or grants for a specific congregational activity 
intended by the donor. Where these funds have unspent balances, interest on their pooled investment is 
apportioned to the individual funds on an average balance basis. 

Unrestricted funds are income funds which are to be spent on the congregation's general purposes. Designated 
funds are general funds set aside by the congregation for use in the future. 

_ AP-7ed by th~eSSion and signed on its ~~fby: 

~.. r:r.c:.(11 >Rev. T. McNeill ~~ Mr. T. McFadden 

[Date] ....~J-/r.<:J.(;z.].... [Date] ....~~/l.Q.(b-;;;,...( 



1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND 
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont'd) 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEE RESPONSIBILITIES 
The Trustees are responsible for preparing the annual report and the financial statements of the 

congregation in accordance with applicable law and generally accepted accounting practice. 
Whilst the congregation's total income does not exceed £250,000, the Trustees have elected under 

Section 64(3) of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 208 to prepare a receipts and payment account and a 
statement of assets and liabilities. 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and 
explain the congregation's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time its financial 
position. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the congregation and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

Approved by the Kirk Session and signed on its behalf by: 

~'~~3Rev. T. McNeill ~$i~;~;;;. ~. McFadden 



  

 

 
 

 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Registered Charity in Northern Ireland (NIC104775) 

 

Trustees Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year 

ended 31st December 2022 
 

The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 

31st December 2022 including a Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at that date. 

 

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS  

 

1ST Randalstown congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 

43, New Street. Randalstown. BT41 3AF 

 

Registered Charity in Northern Ireland (NIC104775) 

 

CHARITY TRUSTEES 

 

The Charity Trustees who served during the year or who were trustees at the date of this report 

were:  

 
  Mr. T McFadden 

Mr. R Close 
Mr. R. O’Neill 
Mr. G Patton 

 

Rev. T McNeill 
Mr. A. Smyth 
Mrs. O O’Neill 

 

  
  

PRINCIPAL OFFICE BEARERS 

 

Minister Rev Trevor McNeill 
Clerk of Session Mr. Thomas McFadden 
Treasurer Mr. Alistair Smyth 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS 

Mr. Ronnie Wilson 

Mrs. Margaret Doole 

 

BANKERS 

Ulster Bank - 8 Market Square, Antrim BT41 4AT 

Danske Bank - 1-2, Broadway Ave, Ballymena BT43 7PE 
 

SOLICITORS 

Samuel Cumming & Son – 39 Linenhall Street. Ballymena. BT43 5AJ 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 

 

The Kirk Session 

 

The charity trustees of the congregation are the members of its Kirk Session. Under the 

congregation’s governing document, The Code, the book of the constitution and government of 

the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Kirk Session seeks to watch over and promote the 

spiritual interest of the congregation and of persons not connected with any congregation who 

are within its bounds. It ensures pastoral care is in place in the congregation and seeks to further 

the contribution of the Church to Christian witness and service in the local community. The Kirk 

Sessions has delegated to its Congregational Committee the temporal affairs of the congregation 

including administering all funds and property belonging to the congregation. Members of the 

Kirk Session are ex-officio members of the Congregational Committee. 

 

The Kirk Session consists of the ordained minister and the ruling elders of the 

congregations. All members are entitled to propose, speak and exercise equal votes at meetings, 

except that the Moderator, the ministers in active duty in the congregation, has no deliberative 

but only a casting vote. 

 

Stated meetings of the Kirk session are held on average, 4 times a year. 

 

To be chosen for the office of the eldership in the congregation a person must be a voting 

member and a regular attendant on its ordinances.  The selection of those proposed to be called 

to the office can be either by the congregation or by the Kirk Session. Members are elected if 

they obtain two-thirds of those who vote. 

 

Presbytery 

 

Under the Presbyterian Church in Ireland form of governance the corporate oversight of 

a congregation is the responsibility of a Presbytery which superintends generally the spiritual 

and temporal affairs of the congregations assigned to it by the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 1st Randalstown congregation of the Presbyterian Church has 

been assigned to the Templepatrick Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.  The 

membership of the Presbytery consists mainly of the active ministers of congregations assigned 

to it by the General Assembly, minsters who have retired from active duty and an elder 

appointed by the Kirk Session of the congregation. 

 

The General Assembly 

 

The General Assembly is the supreme court of the Church, representing in one body the 

whole Church and acting as its supreme legislative, administration and judicial authority, in 

dealing with all matters brought before it. The General Assembly is normally constituted during 

the first week in June for worship and to conduct its business. At the end of business, it is 

dissolved. The membership of the General Assembly consists mainly of the active ministers of 

each congregation, retired minsters and a representative elder appointed by the Kirk Session of 

each congregation. 

 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE 

 

The charitable purpose of the congregation is the advancement of religion. 

 

1st Randalstown congregation of the Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, as a Reformed Church 

within the wider body of Christ is grounded in the Scriptures, and exists to love and honour God 

through faith in His Son and by the power of His Spirit, and to enable her members to play their 

part in fulfilling God’s mission to our world. 

 

The congregations mission purpose is… ‘By the grace of God, through the sufficiency of 

Christ, and relying on the Holy Spirit at all times, to invite all peoples into a living, vibrant, 

and growing relationship with Jesus Christ and HIS church; joyfully celebrating God's love 

and reaching out to the world in mission with love and compassion’.  

- This is increasingly exemplified by love for God, and love and concern for others; 
- We are committed to the historic Christian gospel as revealed in the Bible, and to the 

Reformed Truths of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland; 
- We seek to be relevant in our approach to worship to the people of this time and place. 

 
 The congregation aims to live out its Mission and Vision as a family of God’s people by being: 

- A Covenant Community: where our relationships are rooted in the promises of God by living 
faithfully toward him and toward one another. 

- An Intergenerational Community: where adults intentionally take the lead to engage with, 
encourage and nurture younger members to maturity in Christ. 

- An Outward looking Community: where we want the blessings of God that belong to us in 
the gospel to become blessings for others beyond the bounds of our community. 

- As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, we believe that the Bible is the 
supreme authority over all we do, and that the Westminster Confession of Faith, along with 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms set out what we understand the Bible teaches on key 
matters of Christian faith and practice] 
 

ACTIVITIES AND OBJECTIVES  

The congregation meets for worship every Sunday and visitors are welcome to join. The 

Sacrament of the Lords Supper is observed on several occasions during the year and all those 

who have been baptised and who have made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ are 

admitted to the Lord’s Supper.  The congregation holds regular bible study meetings and has a 

wide range of organisations including: 

 

- Sunday School 
- Youth Fellowship 
- Creche 
- PW Women’s meeting 
- Mid-Week Fellowship 

Food-Bank outreach 
 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 

 

Worship and prayer 

The congregation normally meets for worship each Sunday at 10.30am. During the week 

the Mid-Week Fellowship provides an opportunity for members to meet together for fellowship, 

to study the scriptures and for a time of prayer. 

At 31 December 2022 there were 31 communicant members and 115 families connected with 

the congregation.   The average week attendance at morning worship is 60-68. 
 

Pastoral care 

Members of the congregation who are unable to attend church due to sickness or age are 

visited on a regular basis by the minister, elders or by one of the congregation’s pastoral visitors. 

 

Mission and outreach 

At a local level the congregation organize and manage the Jam Store Food-Bank, which 

encourages wider participation amongst members of every community in Randalstown. On 

special occasions such as Christmas and festivals, the church participates in outreach to the 

community by practical means such as catering, or taking part, for example in community 

choirs. 

The congregation supports the United Appeal for Mission which is a central fund of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. This fund enables congregations to support the wider mission of 

the denomination and to do mission and outreach on a denominational basis beyond what the 

congregation could do on its own. The United Appeal Fund provides financial support for 

mission personnel at home and overseas, assists congregations with the deployment of locally 

based staff, enables church planting, provides grant support for the upkeep of church premises, 

assist with the running costs of Union Theological College, the Church’s training college for 

ministry students, and financially supports congregation in the areas of worship, discipleship, 

global mission, outreach, leadership and pastoral care. The congregation also contributes to the 

denominations annual World Development Appeal, Sunday School project and any other special 

appeals.  

 

Presbytery  

The congregation was represented at the regular meetings of Presbytery by our minister 

and / or one of the elders. This provides an important link between the congregations and the 

wider structures of the church. 

  

General Assembly 

The minister and one of our elders were nominated to attend the meeting of the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland held in Assembly Buildings, Belfast, in June. 

 

Property  

No major repairs or refurbishment projects were undertaken during the year. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

Organisations 

Mid-Week Fellowship attracts around 30 people per week. 

Sunday School has around 9 children. 

The PW Women’s Meetings has around 15 members. 

Jam Store Food-Bank has 50-60 regular ‘Clients’ and has around 30 volunteers on the 

books. 

 

Volunteers 

The Trustees wish to acknowledge their deep appreciation of those who give freely of 

their time by serving on committees and helping with organisations and other church activities. 

 

PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT 

The Presbyterian Church in Ireland meets the public benefit requirement by providing 

benefit to its members and the general public by making known the Christian Gospel of the Lord 

Jesus Christ through the advancement of religion. 

The direct benefits which flow from the purposes of the Church include the gaining of an 

understanding in Christian beliefs as set out in the Bible and in the Church’s subordinate 

standards (the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Shorter and Larger Catechisms) leading 

to spiritual and moral development and opportunities for response to Bible teaching. In turn, this 

framework leads to practical expressions of Christian beliefs and standards in the local 

community such as through the care of those in need (including the sick, disabled and bereaved). 

Generally, the above benefits are delivered locally by congregations and their members, 

or are facilitated through presbyteries or are organized and delivered centrally. Local delivery is 

facilitated by central resources in almost all cases. Public access is made known through the use 

of noticeboards, printed material, press advertisement, websites, and social media or in other 

ways.  

The benefits are demonstrated through regular evaluation of the services and informal 

and ad-hoc feedback from members, their families, and members of the public. 

The purpose does not lead to harm. The only private benefit flowing from our purpose is 

related to Ministers, Missionaries, Deaconesses, Irish Mission workers and Lay Agents who 

receive benefits as a result of their holding office or employment. However, this is incidental 

and necessary in order to further our charitable purpose. There are no other private benefits. The 

beneficiaries of this purpose are members, their families, other individuals that the Presbyterian 

Church in Ireland is in direct and indirect contact with, the community in which pastoral 

services are provided and other communities throughout Northern Ireland, the Republic of 

Ireland, and worldwide which benefit from our engagement with and support for both Christian 

and other secular organisations, charities and individual members of the public. 

The Kirk Session has had regard to the Charity Commissions Public benefit requirement 

statutory guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

1st RANDALSTOWN CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

IRELAND 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (cont’d) 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

The congregation’s main source of income is members’ contributions through the 

Weekly Freewill Offering. There were 80 contributors during the year 2022 [82 in previous 

year, 2021] donating a total of [£38,874] (£41,913 in previous year, 2021) 

Total Income of the congregation during the year was £71,855 compared to £101,673 in 

the previous year, 2021. [The main reason for the change was natural fluctuation in 

contributions and a substantial legacy from a deceased member in 2021] 

Total expenditure was slightly higher but kept in line with normal income at £80,477. 

Increased expenditure for this year and is due to normal fluctuations and some increasing of 

activities post pandemic. 
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Independent examiner's report to the charity trustees of 1st Randalstown 
Presbyterian Church 

Reg Charity No. NICl04775 

As the total income of the congregation is less than £250,000 the congregation have elected 
in accordance with the provisions in The Charities (Accounts and Reports Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2015 to prepare its accounts on a receipts and payments basis. 

We report on the accounts of 1st Randalstown Presbyterian Church for the year ended 
3pt December 2022, which are set out on the following pages. 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008. 

It is our responsibility to: 

· examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act. 

· follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under 

section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

· state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

We have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and 
our examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity 
Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

Our examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees 
concerning any such matters. 

Our role is to state whether any material matters have come to our attention giving us cause to 
believe: 

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act. 
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records. 
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act. 
4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be
 

reached.
 

We have completed our examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) 
listed above and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern 
Ireland and we have found no matters that require drawin~r;rttention. 

Signed:~ l.t.J.~~. Mr Ronnie Wilson Signed: ~ Mrs Margaret Doole 

Address: Address: Address: Address: 62..~ 'Du,Je.Ar--\ e t£..'0At:::. 
~c <a...5ldl .~~ ~ 

~~\...:::~<:-\:l..., ~O{V\ e 6«-t'Dq 'e... 
~""7 ?:>'q 0 ~3 . 'tTlt1 3fJf 

Date: Date: c';\. - .0 ~ - ~ 'A.~ Date: Date: 
~ ~tt ~:;L3 
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