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RIDING FOR THE DISABLED FORT CENTRE
Northern Ireland · Charity number 104575

Details

Known as FORT CENTRE RDA

Status Received

Registered 2016-01-06

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 21 Beaver Crescent
Maghera
County Londonderry
Bt46 5rg
BT46 5RG

Phone 02879645409

Email fortcentrerda@yahoo.co.uk

Website www.fortcentrerda.com

Activities

Purposes: The objects of the Group are to promote the objects of the Riding for the Disabled Association
incorporating Carriage Driving (Company No 5010395) a charity registered in England and Wales under
Charity Number 244108 (“the Company”) by providing disabled people with the opportunity to ride and/or to
carriage drive to benefit their health and wellbeing in the Mid-Ulster area.

What the charity does: The advancement of health or the saving of lives,The advancement of amateur
sport,The relief of those in need by reason of youth, age, ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other
disadvantage

How the charity works: Disability,Sport/recreation,Volunteer development

Who the charity helps: Children (5-13 year olds),Learning disabilities,Men,Parents,Physical
disabilities,Sensory disabilities,Volunteers,Women,Youth (14-25 year olds)

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-02-08 £106,105 £43,885 £0 0

https://opencharities.uk/ni/104575
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=104575
mailto:fortcentrerda@yahoo.co.uk
www.fortcentrerda.com
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mr Andrew Graham

Mr Liam Moran

Mr Nigel Graham

Mr Sean Mckenna
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Riding for the Disabled Fort Centre 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Riding for the Disabled Fort 

Centre 

 

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Riding for the 

Disabled Fort Centre (the Trust) for the year ended 8 February 2024. 

 

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 

accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  

It is my responsibility to: 

▪ Examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008; 

▪ Follow the procedures laid down in the general directions given by the Charity 

Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act; and 

▪ State whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner's report  

I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and 

my examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the 

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. The 

examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison 

of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 

items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees 

concerning any such matters.  

 

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause 

to believe:  

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities 

Act 2008 

 

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records 

  

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities 

Act 2008 

  

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to 

be reached.  

 

Independent examiner's statement  

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) 

listed above and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for 

Northern Ireland, I have found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

 

________________ 

Mr. Donal W. Leahy BBS (HON), FCA 

Leahy Accounting Services Ltd 
126 Glen Road 
Maghera 

BT46 5JG 

 

Dated: ________________ 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 02170063-9761-4B89-97B4-C54A05E290AE
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Trustees Report.

Report of the trustees relates from 1 March 2022 to 28 February 2023.

Our Aims

The Fort centre RDA Maghera (therein known as the Fort centre - Company No. NI660376)

are a voluntary charity (registered under Charity no. 104575) aiming to provide therapeutic

horse riding for children and adults with a range of physical and mental disabilities within

the Mid Ulster area. The Fort centre became an incorporated organisation in April 2019.

Public Benefits

The service provided by the Fort centre has numerous benefits. Horse riding improves

physical health in areas such as balance, mobility and core stability, and enhances

cardiovascular health. Furthermore, there are mental health benefits associated with horse

riding as an exercise, particularly outdoors. These advantages extend to volunteers in

addition to riders, as they lead the rides. Wellbeing and confidence are increased, as riders

and volunteers have the opportunity to socialise with each other and create relationships in

a safe and appropriate environment. Riders and volunteers can learn new skills and receive

qualifications related to horse riding and horse care. The group as part of wider RDA adopt

their ethos, guidelines and regulations which ensure that the public receive a service

delivered by experienced and trained individuals. The Fort centre trustees are well versed in

the purposes of the charity and their role in promoting these. The Fort centre building has

recently purchased a hoist to allow them to provide rides to a larger number of service

users, and a new horse, Bridie. Plans have also been submitted to local council for approval

for renovations to our stable block.

Group Achievements in 2022/23

Training

One new riding instructor has been qualified and joined the centre as a riding instructor.

A new school has begun using the centre for rides for their pupils.

Riding instructor training updated as needed throughout the year.

Child Protection Training completed by all relevant volunteers and committee members.

First Aid Training completed by all relevant volunteers and committee members.

Several riders underwent Grades 1, 2 and 3 with other riders working towards these grades.

Fundraising

Several local businesses held fundraisers with the fort centre as their beneficiary.

The Fort centre, ‘Friends of the Fort’ account remains active and is routinely publicised

locally.

Financial Report



Forward audited report for Submission to Charity Commission.

Trustee minutes submitted by Sean McKenna

Group organiser



RIDING FOR THE DISABLED FORT CENTRE
Northern Ireland  -  Charity number 104575

Annual return



1 

 

Riding for the Disabled Fort Centre 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Riding for the Disabled Fort 

Centre 

 

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Riding for the 

Disabled Fort Centre (the Trust) for the year ended 8 February 2024. 

 

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 

accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  

It is my responsibility to: 

▪ Examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008; 

▪ Follow the procedures laid down in the general directions given by the Charity 

Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act; and 

▪ State whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner's report  

I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and 

my examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the 

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. The 

examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison 

of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 

items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees 

concerning any such matters.  

 

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause 

to believe:  

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities 

Act 2008 

 

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records 

  

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities 

Act 2008 

  

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to 

be reached.  

 

Independent examiner's statement  

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) 

listed above and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for 

Northern Ireland, I have found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

 

________________ 

Mr. Donal W. Leahy BBS (HON), FCA 

Leahy Accounting Services Ltd 
126 Glen Road 
Maghera 

BT46 5JG 

 

Dated: ________________ 
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