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PREFACE BY THE RECTOR
Rev. Dr. Adrian N. Stringer B.D., P.G.C.E., PhD.

 
EASTER 2023 

Dear Parishioners,

COVID-19 in its numerous variants, is still affecting the way we live. Church congregations 
of many types, have found their numbers on a Sunday morning less than they were before 
the pandemic.  Just as the virus was global, so too is the effect upon congregations across the 
globe.  On average, attendances are lower than they were. On occasions there has been some-
thing of a bounce-back, but far less than anyone would like.  

And again, consistent with other churches, our involvement with young people and fami-
lies has been particularly hit.  Before COVID-19 our informal family service in the Church 
Hall was by far the best attended. It even reached 80 on the last service before lockdown.  
Post-pandemic and although we are seeing a modest return to these family services – it is 
still a long way from what they were. 

What has caused this?  Lots of people have lots of answers, which is only to be expected.  
But there is no consensus on what has happened and therefore how to fix it.
What can we do in response?  Being negative or doom-laden isn’t helpful.  It’s easy, but it 
doesn’t get us very far.  

Instead, the positive reaction is to draw on what we can do.  The first of these is to pray.  So 
pray, hold before God our congregations. Say out loud or in the silence of your heart all that 
you are thinking.  Then, listen.  What may God be saying to you?   Second, go to church 
because there is no point in complaining about others when you don’t attend yourself!  If 
you can’t attend, then join with all those who worship using our WhatsApp daily prayers and 
Sunday Services. Then finally, with regard to church activities, please value them, contribute 
to them and encourage others to do likewise. 

There can also be found positivity in how the pandemic has pushed us into having an on-
line presence which we never had before.  Take the Bulletin.  It used to be a sheet of paper 
given to people as they came into church, which meant that if you didn’t go – you didn’t 
know what was going on. Now, using the digital interface, over two hundred people each 
week, whether they attend church or not, receive a bigger, better and well-read edition.  The 
WhatsApp groups also mean that we can worship together on a daily basis and ensure that 
those who can’t attend can still worship. 

What is also very good at the moment is the giving of all our faithful members. Through the 
difficulties of recent years, you, the faithful, have stepped up to the mark and made church 
ends meet.  Of course, if you know of anyone who doesn’t properly contribute to our parish, 
why not have a quiet word and encourage them!  

Adrian



FROM ST JOHN’S 
2022 REGISTERS

HOLY BAPTISM
Daniel Kennedy BLAIR

Kevin Gerard McCULLOUGH
Ronan James MITCHELL

CONFIRMATION 
(at Ballyeglish Parish Church)

Sarah Jane BATES
Lee BRISBANE

Maddison BROWN
Jake CHAMBERS

Katie Sylvia DOWIE
Joe FIELDS

Seth HARKNESS
Nigel KNOX

Luke McMENEMY
Lewis WILSON

HOLY MATRIMONY
Samuel Jacob SUFFERIN & Lindsay Ellen CREAN

Nigel Jonathan OTTERSON and Christine Elizabeth McCRACKEN

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
George Marshall DAWSON
Canon Kenneth KINGSTON
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