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Altram
Northern Ireland · Charity number 103690

Details

Status Received

Registered 2015-07-07

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address Twin Spires
155 Northumberland Str
Office 1
Mill House
155 Northumberland Street
Belfast
Bt13 2jf
BT13 2JF

Phone 028 90332517

Email eolas@altram.org

Website www.altram.org

Activities

Purposes: 1. The advancement of Irish-medium early years’ care and education. 2. The promotion and
delivery of quality Irish-medium early years’ care and education services to meet community need and
demand. 3. The involvement of families, parents and carers in early learning experiences of their children. 4.
The provision of related training and support to the Irish-medium early years’ sector. 5. The development of
Irish early years’ care and educational services as the foundation for Irish-medium education

What the charity does: The advancement of education,The advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or
science

How the charity works: Advice/advocacy/information,Community
development,Cross-border/cross-community,Cultural,Education/training,Heritage/historical,Playgroup/after
schools,Research/evaluation

Who the charity helps: Adult training,Carers,Children (5-13 year olds),Ethnic minorities,Language
community,Parents,Preschool (0-5 year olds),Sensory disabilities,Voluntary and community sector

https://opencharities.uk/ni/103690
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=103690
mailto:eolas@altram.org
www.altram.org
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £368,031 £356,105 £-3,232 8

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Aoife Ní Phóilin

Danny

Mrs Sinéad Mcconnell

Theresa Brady

Áine Andrews
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Altram 

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 

for the Year Ended 31 March 2024 

10. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Net 
movement At 

At 1/4/23 in funds 31/3/24 
£ £ £ 

Unrestricted funds 

General fund 52,696 4,081 56,777 

Restricted funds 

Foras Na Gaelige 3,000 3,000 
Ultach Trust 13,459 (9,032) 4,427 
Western Childcare Partnership 
(Capital) 665 (665) 
CnaG - Department of Education 1,628 4,843 6,471 
SECP - Two Windows 1,514 (1,514) 
Bord na Gitidhlig 3,104 3,104 
Department of Health - Belfast & 
South Eastern Trust 21,402 (681) 20,721
Department of Health - Programme 
Support Specialist 22,005 (102) 21,903
Department of Health - Projects 146 146 

66,923 (7,151) 59,772 

TOTAL FUNDS 119,619 (3,070) 116,549 

Net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows: 

Incoming Resources Movement 
resow·ces expended in funds 

£ £ £ 
Unrestricted funds 

General fund 4,081 4,081 

Restricted funds 

Ultach Trust (9,032) (9,032) 
Western Childcare Partnership 
(Capital) (665) (665)
CnaG - Department of Education 158,000 (153,157) 4,843
SECP - Two Windows (1,514) (1,514)
Department of Health - Belfast & 
South Eastern Trust 40,676 (41,357) (681) 
Department of Health - Programme 
Support Specialist 45,467 (45,569) (102) 
Department of Health - Projects 2,500 (2,500) 
Department of Education - IME 58,000 (58,000) 

304,643 (311,794) (7,151) 

TOTAL FUNDS 308,724 (311,794) (3,070) 
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Altram 

Detailed Statement of Financial Activities 

for the Year Ended 31 March 2024 
31.3.24 31.3.23 

£ £ 

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS 

Donations and legacies 
Donations and generated income 2,664 2,331 
Conway Mill Trust 1,417 5,201 

4,081 7,532 

Charitable activities 
Grants 304,643 307,577 

Total incoming resources 308,724 315,109 

EXPENDITURE 

Charitable activities 
Salaries 230,156 194,419 
Social security 16,797 14,292 
Pensions 3,757 2,883 
Insurance 1,764 2,687 
Light and heat 1,526 1,055 
Telephone & IT 4,874 3,460 
Printing and Stationery 344 7,753 
Sundries 1,452 1,584 
Direct Project Costs 18,876 34,021 
Travel and Transpmt 7,232 10,188 
Resources and Materials 2,138 5,572 
Staff Training 1,307 2,223 
Rent 16,372 10,447 
Conferences and Workshops 970 8,043 
Resource Development 53 
Depreciation 945 945 

308,563 299,572 

Support costs 

Governance costs 
Acconntancy Fees 2,988 2,772 
Bank charges 243 173 

3,231 2,945 

Total resources expended 311,794 302,517 

Net (expenditure)/income (3,070) 12,592 

This page does not form part of the statutmy financial statements 
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of 
Altram 
I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2024, which are set out on pages nine to 
twenty. 

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner 
As the charity's trnstees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008. 

It is my responsiblity to: 
examine the accounts under Section 65 of the Charities Act 
follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity C01mnission for 
Northern Ireland under Section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 
state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of the independent examiner's report 
I have examined your charity accounts as required uuder Section 65 of the Charities Act and my examination 
was can·ied out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission for Northern 
Ireland under Section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. The examination included a review of the accounting 
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accouuts presented with those records. It also included 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as 
charity trnstees concerning any such matters. 

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to believe: 

I. That accmmting records were not kept in accordance with Section 63 of the Charities Act
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accouuting requirements of the Charities Act
4. That there is fm1her information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Independent examiner's statement 
Since your charity's gross income exceeded £250,000 your examiner must be a member of a listed body. I 
can confirm that I am qualified to uudertake the examination because I am a registered member of_ which is 
one of the listed bodies. 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed above and, 
in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland, I have found no 
matters that require drawing to your attention. 

Mr Billy Dra CA 
Lynn Drake & Co Ltd 
Chartered Accouutants 
1st Floor 
34 B-D Main Street 
Moira 
Co.Arn1agh 
BT67 OLE 

3 September 2024 
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Report for the trustees for the year ended 31st March 2023 

The trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31st March 
2023. The trustees have adopted the provisions of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial 
Reporting System applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015). 

Objectives and activities 

Aidhmeanna/Aims 

Altram is registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC 103690. It operates under a 
constitution dated 5th March 2012. 

Altram is constituted under the following descriptions of charitable purpose: 

• The advancement of education 

• The advancement of arts, culture, heritage or science 

Altram shall be non-political, non-racial and non-sectarian in character. 

Altram was established to advance the following aims: 

• The advancement of Irish-medium early years’ care and education 

• The promotion and delivery of quality Irish-medium early years’ care and education services to meet 
community need and demand 

• The involvement of families, parents and carers in the early learning experiences of their children 

• The provision of relevant training and support to the Irish-medium early years’ sector 

• The development of early years’ care and educational services as the foundation for Irish-medium 
education 

Principle activities 

Altram exists to promote high quality early years’ care and education which is open to all and to support 
family involvement as a keystone in the development of the Irish language community. 

 

Financial review 

The company had net incoming resources. 

The charity continues to work tirelessly to secure income from various sources to finance its ongoing 
activities with key stakeholders. The main source of funding is grants received from various bodies as 
disclosed in note 4 in the financial statements. 
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Principle funding sources 

The main sources of funding during the year 2022-23 are as follows: 

• Department of Health 

• Department of Education (via Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta) 

 

Review of the year 

The organisation has continued to work advancing Irish Medium early years care and education, continued 
its work in relation to Early Years’ Specialist support to Irish Medium early years providers. It also delivered a 
range of training and support opportunities to practitioners both regionally and locally.  This included 
generic training as well as Irish-medium specific training. Altram also initiated the development of a bespoke 
accredited practitioner focused Irish immersion course, and continued to facilitate training to the broader 
spectrum of interested partners including committees and parents, to meet community needs and demands 
and to promote the involvement of families, parents and carers in the early learning experiences of their 
children. Our work in developing resources and support material for practitioners and parents is ongoing. 

Altram also maintained and developed its role in advocacy and representation of the Irish- medium Early 
Years’ sector.  

Altram, like society in general, ended the current financial year with a level of concern around increases in 
the cost of living and budget cuts,  but we responded to the challenges ahead and secured further funding 
for the work of the organisation to continue. Our robust systems and flexible staff have allowed us to adjust 
our working practice to continue delivering our services to the sector and meet commitments to our 
funders. 

Future plans 

Altram faces a challenging year ahead but we plan to meet these challenges and continue to provide 
our advice, support and guidance to the Irish-medium early years care and education sector using a variety 
of platforms and support the sector through this continued financially pressured period. Altram is confident 
that present funders will continue to support the organisation. 

In the financial year 2023-2024, we will provide and extend the full range of support, training, resource, 
advocacy and representation services including:  

• Deliver a comprehensive early years’ support service to Irish-medium early years settings 

• Deliver recommendations from the State of the Sector report 

• Support the response to recommendations arising from IM Preschool research (2016) 

• Deliver a regional event to raise awareness about relevant issues within the sector 

• Develop resources to support practitioners, children and parents in the Irish-medium early years 
sector 

• Develop a partnership to deliver a scoping exercise on the needs of immersion education in Ireland 
and Scotland 

• Develop accredited training to support practitioners delivering an early years Irish-medium 
immersion education programme  
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• Deliver a practitioner training programme aimed at developing expertise within the sector 

• Deliver management support clinics aimed at building the capacity of committees within the Irish-
medium early years sector 

• Represent the Irish-medium sector on relevant bodies 

 

Structure, governance and management 

The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust and constitutes an unincorporated 
charity. 

 



Altram
Northern Ireland  -  Charity number 103690

Annual return




	Summary
	Accounts - 2025-03-31
	Accounts - 2024-03-31
	Annual report - 2024-03-31
	Annual return - 2024-03-31
	Accounts - 2023-03-31
	Annual report - 2023-03-31
	Annual return - 2023-03-31

