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Downpatrick/Down Group/St. Margaret/Down
& Dromore/Church of Ireland
Northern Ireland · Charity number 103479

Details

Known as Down Parish Church

Status Received

Registered 2015-06-03

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 12 The Meadows
Downpatrick
County Down
Bt30 6ln
BT30 6LN

Phone 07733489898

Activities

Purposes: The principal function is to support the advancement of the Christian religion by promoting
through the work of the Parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.
Being open to and engaging with society as a whole and offering support for those needing help is
fundamental to the practical delivery of the tenets of Christianity. As a result of activity in pursuit of the
advancement of the Christian religion, the Parish has custody of a large body of records, materials and
artefacts of significance to the cultural heritage, the maintenance of which is undertaken by the Parish as a
secondary charitable purpose.

What the charity does: The advancement of religion

How the charity works: Religious activities

Who the charity helps: General public

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £39,591 £52,775 £0 1
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Henry Blair

Mr David Telford

Mr William Keith Willis

Mrs Alison Carson

Mrs Hilary Mcguire

Mrs June Victoria Kelly

Mrs Marlene Blair

Mrs Rachel Ellen Mcgowan

Mrs Stephanie Strain

Mrs. Mary Fitzsimmons
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Annual report



 
The Parish continued to readjust as the acute impact of the COVID19 pandemic began to subside, 
along with our sister Parishes in the Lecale Area Mission Partnership.  

 Weekly worship in St Margaret’s Church continued  

 Pastoral care delivered by clergy and others became more involved, with an increased 
number of home visits as appropriate.  

 We continued to maintain strong links with local schools through representation on 
Boards of Governors and through assemblies.  

 Continuation of two programmes in Downpatrick Primary School – a reading support 
scheme and an after school bible club.  

 _Youth Ministry in LAMP continues to be based in our facilities.  

 _Occasional services (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) also took place as arranged.  
 
We continue to be the main partner of the Pepper Johns memorial Community Programme. 
Pepper Johns, like many voluntary organisations, continues to struggle to find core funding in a 
post-COVID marketplace. However, the vital work of the group in suicide prevention, mental 
health support, combatting isolation in seniors and men’s work is vital. Acessing core funding 
continued to be a challenge in 2023, although we are preparing to make several significant 
applications in 2024 for which we are hopeful. 
 
The main source of income for the Parish is through voluntary donations from parishioners. Sadly, 
in the past several years a number of our most generous contributors have passed away and this 
has had a significant detrimental impact upon our income. We have worked hard to maximise 
income from our suite of halls, but such regular use also brings with it expenditure. We have also 
invested in a property which brings in rental income. A major part of our significant deficit for the 
year 2022 is accounted for by our support of the work of Pepper Johns and securing regular 
funding for that project will help the parish finances. Energy bills continue to be high. 
 
During 2024 we will be considering how to increase our income through growth of the 
congregations, and we will continue to be mindful of our spending in order to be as frugal 
as possible. 
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DOWN PARISH CHURCH CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT TO THE PROPRIETOR ON THE 

UNAUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF DOWN PARISH CHURCH - 1 - In accordance with the 

engagement letter dated 24 October 2018, we have prepared for your approval the financial 

information of DOWN PARISH CHURCH for the year which comprise the profit and loss account, the 

balance sheet and the related notes from the entity’s accounting records and from information and 

explanations you have given to us. As a practising member firm of the Institute of Chartered 

Accountants in Ireland, we are subject to its ethical and other professional requirements. This report 

is made solely to you, in accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 24 October 

2018. Our work has been undertaken solely to prepare for your approval the financial information of 

DOWN PARISH CHURCH and state those matters that we have agreed to state to you in this report in 

accordance with ICAI Technical releases. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or 

assume responsibility to anyone other than you for our work or for this report. You have approved 

the financial information for the year and have acknowledged your responsibility for it, for the 

appropriateness of the financial reporting framework adopted and for providing all information and 

explanations necessary for its compilation. We have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the 

accounting records or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, 

express any opinion on the financial information. Norman Elliott Chartered Accountants 

......................... Chartered Accountants 13 English Street 
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Down Parish Church Annual Report 2022 
 
The Parish continued to readjust as the acute impact of the COVID19 pandemic began to 
subside, along with our sister Parishes in the Lecale Area Mission Partnership. 

 Weekly worship in St Margaret’s Church continued 

 Pastoral care delivered by clergy and others became more involved, with an 
increased number of home visits as appropriate.   

 We continued to maintain strong links with local schools through representation on 
Boards of Governors and through assemblies. 

 We also began two new programmes in Downpatrick Primary School – a reading 
support scheme (selection of personnel in place end 2022, due to begin in 2023) and 
an after school bible club. 

 Youth Ministry in LAMP continues to be based in our facilities. 

 Occasional services (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) also took place as arranged. 
 
We continue to be the main partner of the Pepper Johns memorial Community Programme.  
Pepper Johns, like many voluntary organisations, continues to struggle to find core funding 
in a post-COVID marketplace.  However, the vital work of the group in suicide prevention, 
mental health support, combatting isolation in seniors and men’s work (including a Men’s 
Shed due to open in 2023) is vital.   
 
The main source of income for the Parish is through voluntary donations from parishioners.  
Sadly, in the past several years a number of our most generous contributors have passed 
away and this has had a significant detrimental impact upon our income.  We have worked 
hard to maximise income from our suite of halls, but such regular use also brings with it 
expenditure.  We have also invested in a property which brings in rental income.  A major 
part of our significant deficit for the year 2022 is accounted for by our support of the work 
of Pepper Johns.  Energy bills in the year 2022 also rose significantly. 
 
In 2023, it will be necessary for the Select Vestry to consider seriously additional means of 
fundraising.  We will also need to review our expenditure although some of this is 
connected to the governance structures of the Church of Ireland and beyond the Parish’s 
direct control. 
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DOWN PARISH CHURCH CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT TO THE PROPRIETOR ON THE 

UNAUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF DOWN PARISH CHURCH - 1 - In accordance with the 

engagement letter dated 24 October 2018, we have prepared for your approval the financial 

information of DOWN PARISH CHURCH for the year which comprise the profit and loss account, the 

balance sheet and the related notes from the entity’s accounting records and from information and 

explanations you have given to us. As a practising member firm of the Institute of Chartered 

Accountants in Ireland, we are subject to its ethical and other professional requirements. This report 

is made solely to you, in accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 24 October 

2018. Our work has been undertaken solely to prepare for your approval the financial information of 

DOWN PARISH CHURCH and state those matters that we have agreed to state to you in this report in 

accordance with ICAI Technical releases. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or 

assume responsibility to anyone other than you for our work or for this report. You have approved 

the financial information for the year and have acknowledged your responsibility for it, for the 

appropriateness of the financial reporting framework adopted and for providing all information and 

explanations necessary for its compilation. We have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the 

accounting records or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, 

express any opinion on the financial information. Norman Elliott Chartered Accountants 3 March 

2023 Chartered Accountants 13 English Street Downpatrick Co Down Northern Ireland BT30 6AB 
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