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County Antrim
Bt42 4ny
BT42 4NY

Phone 02825861991

Email broughshane@nacn.org

Website www.broughshane.org.uk

Activities

Purposes: The organisation is established to promote the advancement of citizenship and community
development for the public benefit in Broughshane and the surrounding area by any charitable means
including the following: Conserving and improving the natural environment, providing civic amenities for the
benefit of the public, maintaining and tidying all public accessible areas around the village, hosting visiting
groups to the village and promoting the village as a visitor destination

What the charity does: The advancement of citizenship or community development,The advancement of
environmental protection or improvement

How the charity works: Community development,Environment/sustainable development/conservation,Rural
development,Volunteer development

Who the charity helps: General public,Voluntary and community sector,Volunteers

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Broughshane Improvement Committee

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner 

· examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act 2008;

· state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Independent Examiner’s Statement

KHA Higgins FCA 9 Knockanully Road
Martinstown

Ballymena
BT43 7LZ

This report was signed on 12 August 2025.

I report on the accounts of Broughshane Improvement Committee for the year ended 31 March 2025,

which are set out on pages 2 to 4.

As the Charity’s Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the

Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  It is my responsibility to: 

· follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission

Basis of Independent Examiner’s Report 

I have examined your Charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my 
examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission 
for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as Charity Trustees concerning any such matters. 

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to believe: 

under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 2008;

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the  accounts to be reached.

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed above

and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland; I have

found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act.
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records.
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act.
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Statement of Receipts & Payments for Year End: 31 March 2025

Current Year Current Year Current Year Prior Year

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2025 2025 2025 2024

Note £ £ £ £

RECEIPTS

Donations & Legacies

Donations and gifts from individuals 2 15,300                    15,300                    1,750                      

 Charitable Activities: -                          

    MEA Environmental Grant 750                         750                         750                         

    CFNI Rathsherry Grant 3,000                      3,000                      3,000                      

    Awards for All 17,990                    

    DEARA Micro Grants  (New Seats) 3,858                      3,858                      -                          

    Fundraising 1,140                      1,140                      -                          

    Sale of Flowers 160                         

    Miscellaneous 50                            50                            60                            

16,490                    7,608                      24,098                    23,710                    

PAYMENTS

   Planting Schemes & Seating 5,226                      16,471                    21,697                    2,086                      

   Maintenance & Repairs 1,207                      4,598                      5,804                      2,928                      

   Trip to Garden Show 1,184                      1,184                      

   Insurance 928                         928                         807                         

   Machinery, Van & Fuel 3,610                      3,610                      1,085                      

   Equipment & Fittings -                          290                         

   Accountancy Fees 540                         540                         448                         

   Marketing & Subscriptions 876                         876                         15                            

   Room Hire 1,076                      1,076                      

   Bank Fees & Interest 552                         552                         159                         

   Sundry Expenditure 60                            60                            310                         

12,998                    23,328                    36,327                    8,127                      

Asset / Investment Purchases -                          -                          -                          -                          

Surplus / (Deficit) for the Year 3,492 (15,721) (12,229) 15,583
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Statement of Assets & Liabilities - Year End: 31 March 2025

FUNDS RECONCILIATION Current Year Current Year Current Year Prior Year

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2025 2025 2025 2024

£ £ £ £

Total Funds brought forward 01.04.24 (735) 24,070 23,334 7,751

Surplus / Deficit this Year: 3,492 (15,721) (12,229) 15,583

Total Funds carried forward 31.03.25 2,756 8,349 11,106 23,334

Bank & Cash Balances

Danske Bank Current Account 10,456 23,296

10,456 23,296

Other Assets (Unrestricted Fund)

          VAT reclaim 649 38                          

649 38                          

Liabilities (Unrestricted Fund) -                        -                        

TOTAL NET ASSETS 11,106 23,334

This report was approved by the Trustees on 12 August 2025 and signed on their behalf by: 

Mrs Betty Millar

Treasurer
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Notes to the Accounts for the Year End: 

1 Accounting policies

Policies relating to the production of the Accounts.

Basis of preparation and accounting convention

2 Donations and Gifts from Individuals £

R McAlonan 150.00£         

Mr & Mrs Fenton 200.00£         

Andy Dickey 10,000.00£    

Mrs Maisie Purdy 100.00£         

James McNeill 1,000.00£      

Christopher McCullough 400.00£         

John Pepperall 50.00£            

Audrey Currie 400.00£         

Broughshane & District Community Association 3,000.00£      

15,300.00£    

31 March 2025

Winding up or dissolution of the charity

If upon winding up or dissolution of the charity there remain any assets, after the satisfaction of all debts and

liabilities, the assets represented by the accumulated fund shall be transferred to some other charitable body or

bodies having similar objects to the charity.

Fund Accounting

The Trustees consider that the charity satisfies the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010

for UK corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the Charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income

or capital gains received.

The charitable activities are entirely dependent on continuing grant aid and voluntary donations as well as

trading revenues. As a consequence, the going concern basis is dependent on the future flow of these uncertain

funding streams. Accordingly, the Trustees, after reviewing the financial forecasts for future periods, are satisfied

that, at the time of approving the financial statements, it is appropriate to adopt the going concern basis in

preparing the financial statements. Other than these matters, the Trustees are not aware of any material

uncertainites about the charity's ability to continue as a going concern.

The Accounts have been prepared on the receipts and payments basis, under the historical cost convention, and

in accordance with The Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 which are

applicable to the financial years of registered charities beginning on or after 1 January 2016 or their date of

registration with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.

Going Concern

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of the general objectives

of the charity.

Restricted funds are subjected to restrictions on their expenditure imposed by the donor or through the terms of

an appeal or as implied by law.

Liability to taxation
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Broughshane Improvement Committee

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner 

·         examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act 2008; 

·         state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of Independent Examiner’s report 

Independent Examiner’s Statement

KHA Higgins FCA 9 Knockanully Road
Martinstown

Ballymena
BT43 7LZ

                          

This report was signed on 28 June 2024

4.  That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the  accounts to be reached. 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed above

and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland; I have

found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

1.  That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act.

2.  That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records.

3.  That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to believe: 

I report on the accounts of Broughshane Improvement Committee for the year ended 31 March 2024,

which are set out on pages 2 to 4.

As the Charity’s Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the

Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  It is my responsibility to: 

·         follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission  

I have examined your Charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my

examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission

for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the

accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures

in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as Charity Trustees concerning any such matters. 

          under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 2008; 
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Statement of Receipts & Payments for Year End: 31 March 2024

Current Year Current Year Current Year Prior Year

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2024 2024 2024 2023

Note £ £ £ £

RECEIPTS

Donations & Legacies

Donations and gifts from individuals 2 1,750                       1,750                       10,195                     

 Charitable Activities: -                           

    MEA Environmental Grant 750                          750                          -                           

    CFNI Rathsherry Grant 3,000                       3,000                       3,000                       

    Awards for All 17,990                     17,990                     

    DEARA Grant  (2 grants) -                           2,249                       

    Black Santa Appeal -                           -                           1,000                       

    Village Garden Ltd  -                           654                          

    Fundraising -                           -                           285                          

    Sale of Flowers 160                          160                          70                             

    Miscellaneous 60                             60                             372                          

1,970                       21,740                     23,710                     17,824                     

PAYMENTS

   Planting Schemes 386                          1,700                       2,086                       4,080                       

   Maintenance & Repairs 1,127                       1,801                       2,928                       3,321                       

   Insurance 807                          807                          800                          

   Machinery, Van & Fuel 1,085                       1,085                       1,364                       

   Equipment & Fittings 290                          290                          2,050                       

   Accountancy Fees 448                          448                          400                          

   Fees & Subscriptions 15                             15                             70                             

   Bank Fees & Interest 159                          159                          215                          

   Sundry Expenditure 310                          310                          342                          

4,336                       3,791                       8,127                       12,642                     

Asset / Investment Purchases -                           -                           -                           -                           

Surplus / (Deficit) for the Year (2,366) 17,950 15,583 5,182
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Statement of Assets & Liabilities - Year End: 31 March 2024

FUNDS RECONCILIATION Current Year Current Year Current Year Prior Year

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

Total Funds brought forward 01.04.23 1,631 6,120 7,751 2,569

Surplus / Deficit this Year: (2,366) 17,950 15,583 5,182

Total Funds carried forward 31.03.24 (735) 24,070 23,334 7,751

Bank & Cash Balances

Danske Bank Current Account 23,296 7,709

23,296 7,709

Other Assets (Unrestricted Fund)

          VAT reclaim 38 42                          

38 42                          

Liabilities (Unrestricted Fund) -                         -                         

TOTAL NET ASSETS 23,334 7,751

This report was approved by the Trustees on 28 June 2024 and signed on their behalf by: 

Mrs Betty Millar

Treasurer
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Notes to the Accounts for the Year End: 

1 Accounting policies

Policies relating to the production of the Accounts.

Basis of preparation and accounting convention

2 Donations and Gifts from Individuals £

Mr & Mrs L Fenton 200                  

Mr James McNeill 1,000              

Mr Alex Robinson 500                  

Ms Mary Smyth 50                    

1,750              

31 March 2024

Winding up or dissolution of the charity

If upon winding up or dissolution of the charity there remain any assets, after the satisfaction of all debts and

liabilities, the assets represented by the accumulated fund shall be transferred to some other charitable body or

bodies having similar objects to the charity.

Fund Accounting

The Trustees consider that the charity satisfies the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010

for UK corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the Charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income

or capital gains received.

The charitable activities are entirely dependent on continuing grant aid and voluntary donations as well as trading

revenues. As a consequence, the going concern basis is dependent on the future flow of these uncertain funding

streams. Accordingly, the Trustees, after reviewing the financial forecasts for future periods, are satisfied that, at

the time of approving the financial statements, it is appropriate to adopt the going concern basis in preparing

the financial statements. Other than these matters, the Trustees are not aware of any material uncertainites

about the charity's ability to continue as a going concern.

The Accounts have been prepared on the receipts and payments basis, under the historical cost convention, and

in accordance with The Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 which are applicable

to the financial years of registered charities beginning on or after 1 January 2016 or their date of registration with

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.

Going Concern

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of the general objectives

of the charity.

Restricted funds are subjected to restrictions on their expenditure imposed by the donor or through the terms of

an appeal or as implied by law.

Liability to taxation
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ANNUAL REPORT 

                               BROUGHSHANE IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

2023 / 2024 

Introduction 

Background 

The Broughshane Improvement Committee, one of 32 groups affiliated to the Broughshane 
and District Community Association, was formed in 1987 with the AIM  ‘To Make Our Village 
a Better Place To Live and Grow Up In’ 

Ethos 

Over the years much has been achieved and indeed the village is a better place. It has always 
been recognised that the most important requirement in achieving and maintaining our aims 
is to involve the people of the village. We have always endeavoured to generate a sense of 
ownership and belonging in the people of the village and the Braid Valley from the preschool 
playgroup to senior citizens. 

 Hence our motto   ‘ People Plants and Pride Growing Together’ 

The year APRIL 2023 - MARCH 2024 

General 

This has been another successful year for the Team. Not only have we maintained our 
environmental standards but have continued the work with further improvements. Again, this 
year we did not enter any ‘In Bloom’ competitions. 

Whilst winning of awards are the public face of our achievements and bring their own 
rewards for our future activities the greatest reward is that the village is “a better place to live 
and grow up in.” 

The environmental work of the Team is we believe the matrix which helps bind together the 
Groups in the Association. 

Bi Monthly meetings of the Committee are held to organise and control activities.  

Routine Tasks 

In addition to buying, bringing on and planting up plants for beds, window boxes and tubs etc. 
members of the Improvement Team (the Committee and other volunteers) carry out the 
normal everyday tasks necessary the achieve our aims. These tasks include :- 

 Watering          Tubs. window boxes etc.- a major task in summer 

 Weeding          Beds etc.  and hedge trimming, shrub pruning etc. 

 Grass cutting        All grassed areas in the village 



 

 

 

 Litter pick- ups  Regular activity especially in summer 

Street Cleaning   Weed removal/cleaning/painting tubs/ signs/ fencing          

      Projects 

 Working with George Sloan SCOPE group  
 New Planters 
 Basket removal 
 Planting with the Playgroup 

 

          

Fund raising 

We receive sponsorships and villager’s donations from a number of sources and from sale of 
surplus plants.  Fund raising is essential.  

Grants 

MEA Environmental Grant £750 
Rathsherry / Energia £3000 
Awards for All NI £17,990 
     

 

 



 

 

 

 

Benefits 

All the villagers (some 21% are over 65) benefit from the environment, tidiness and 
cleanliness of the village. 

But there are specific groups which benefit from our efforts: - 

The volunteers.  The majority of our 30/40 volunteers are senior citizens who enjoy the 
opportunity to work together, make new friendships and perhaps learn new gardening or 
environmental skills. 

The Young People   Most Saturday mornings a group of young villagers as part of their Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme can be seen helping and usually enjoying working with the old 
folk with the routine work and perhaps developing new skills. 

The shopkeepers and businesses. There was only one recently vacated empty shop in the 
village and the many visitors bring in extra trade. In some case’s these businesses are pretty 
essential since they remove the need to travel the 3 miles in to Ballymena for the services 
required. 

        Social Media Presence 
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner 

·         examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act 2008; 

·         state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

KHA Higgins FCA 9 Knockanully Road
Martinstown

Ballymena
BT43 7LZ

This report was signed on 28 June 2024

4.  That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the  accounts to be reached. 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed above
and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland; I have
found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

1.  That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act.
2.  That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records.
3.  That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to believe: 

I report on the accounts of Broughshane Improvement Committee for the year ended 31 March 2024,
which are set out on pages 2 to 4.

As the Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  It is my responsibility to: 

·         follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission  

I have examined your Charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my
examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission
for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the
accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as Charity Trustees concerning any such matters. 

          under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 2008; 
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Broughshane Improvement Committee

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner 

·         examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act 2008; 

·         state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of Independent Examiner’s report 

Independent Examiner’s Statement

KHA Higgins FCA 9 Knockanully Road
Martinstown

Ballymena
BT43 7LZ

                          

This report was signed on 06 July 2023

4.  That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the  accounts to be reached. 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed above

and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland; I have

found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

1.  That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act.

2.  That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records.

3.  That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to believe: 

I report on the accounts of Broughshane Improvement Committee for the year ended 31 March 2023,

which are set out on pages 2 to 4.

As the Charity’s Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the

Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  It is my responsibility to: 

·         follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission  

I have examined your Charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my

examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission

for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the

accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures

in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as Charity Trustees concerning any such matters. 

          under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 2008; 
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Statement of Receipts & Payments for Year End: 31 March 2023

Current Year Current Year Current Year Prior Year

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2023 2023 2023 2022

Note £ £ £ £

RECEIPTS

Donations & Legacies

Donations and gifts from individuals 2 10,195                     10,195                     6,290                       

 Charitable Activities: 

   Mea Environmental Grant 912                          

    CFNI Rathsherry Grant 3,000                       3,000                       3,000                       

    DEARA Grant  (2 grants) 2,249                       2,249                       

    Black Santa Appeal 1,000                       1,000                       600                          

    Village Garden Ltd  654                          654                          

    Fundraising 285                          285                          7,152                       

    Sale of Flowers 70                             70                             370                          

    Miscellaneous 372                          372                          560                          

11,921                     5,902                       17,824                     18,885                     

PAYMENTS

   Planting Schemes 393                          3,687                       4,080                       12,229                     

   Maintenance & Repairs 3,321                       3,321                       5,061                       

   Insurance 800                          800                          798                          

   Machinery, Van & Fuel 1,364                       1,364                       1,283                       

   Equipment & Fittings 2,050                       2,050                       

   Accountancy Fees 400                          400                          260                          

   Fees & Subscriptions 70                             70                             

   Bank Fees & Interest 215                          215                          138                          

   Sundry Expenditure 342                          342                          515                          

6,905                       5,737                       12,642                     20,285                     

Asset / Investment Purchases -                           -                           -                           -                           

Surplus / (Deficit) for the Year 5,017 165 5,182 (1,400)
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Statement of Assets & Liabilities - Year End: 31 March 2023

FUNDS RECONCILIATION Current Year Current Year Current Year Prior Year

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Funds Funds Funds Funds

2023 2023 2023 2022

£ £ £ £

Total Funds brought forward 01.04.22 (3,386) 5,955 2,569 3,970

Surplus / Deficit this Year: 5,017 165 5,182 (1,400)

Total Funds carried forward 31.03.23 1,631 6,120 7,751 2,569

Bank & Cash Balances

Danske Bank Current Account 7,709 2,318

7,709 2,318

Other Assets (Unrestricted Fund)

          VAT reclaim 42 252                        

42 252                        

Liabilities (Unrestricted Fund) -                         -                         

TOTAL NET ASSETS 7,751 2,569

This report was approved by the Trustees on 06 July 2023 and signed on their behalf by: 

Mrs Betty Millar

Treasurer
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Notes to the Accounts for the Year End: 

1 Accounting policies

Policies relating to the production of the Accounts.

Basis of preparation and accounting convention

2 Donations and Gifts from Individuals £

BDCA Donation (from joint funding applications) 7,100             

Mr & Mrs McNeill 1,000             

Mr Andy Dickey 100                 

Braid Vintage Vlub 1,080             

Mr & Mrs L Fenton 200                 

Mr & Mrs P Millar 100                 

Mrs Maisie Purdy 100                 

Ms Mary Smyth 40                   

Noreen Eakin 50                   

Gospel Hall 200                 

Maghera Club 80                   

Mid Antrim Mens' Group 100                 

Anonymous donation 45                   

10,195           

31 March 2023

Winding up or dissolution of the charity

If upon winding up or dissolution of the charity there remain any assets, after the satisfaction of all debts and

liabilities, the assets represented by the accumulated fund shall be transferred to some other charitable body or

bodies having similar objects to the charity.

Fund Accounting

The Trustees consider that the charity satisfies the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act

2010 for UK corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the Charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of

income or capital gains received.

The charitable activities are entirely dependent on continuing grant aid and voluntary donations as well as trading

revenues. As a consequence, the going concern basis is dependent on the future flow of these uncertain funding

streams. Accordingly, the Trustees, after reviewing the financial forecasts for future periods, are satisfied that, at

the time of approving the financial statements, it is appropriate to adopt the going concern basis in preparing

the financial statements. Other than these matters, the Trustees are not aware of any material uncertainites

about the charity's ability to continue as a going concern.

The Accounts have been prepared on the receipts and payments basis, under the historical cost convention, and

in accordance with The Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 which are

applicable to the financial years of registered charities beginning on or after 1 January 2016 or their date of

registration with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.

Going Concern

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of the general objectives

of the charity.

Restricted funds are subjected to restrictions on their expenditure imposed by the donor or through the terms of

an appeal or as implied by law.

Liability to taxation
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ANNUAL REPORT 

2022 / 2023 

Introduction 

Background 

The Broughshane Improvement Committee, one of 34 groups affiliated to the 

Broughshane and District Community Association, was formed in 1987 with the AIM  

‘To Make Our Village a Better Place To Live and Grow Up In’ 

Ethos 

Over the years much has been achieved and indeed the village is a better place. It 

has always been recognised that the most important requirement in achieving and 

maintaining our aims is to involve the people of the village. We have always 

endeavoured to generate a sense of ownership and belonging in the people of the 

village and the Braid Valley from the preschool playgroup to senior citizens. 

 Hence our motto   ‘ People Plants and Pride Growing Together’ 

Routine Tasks 

In addition to buying, bringing on and planting up plants for beds, window boxes and 

tubs etc. members of the Improvement Team (the Committee and other volunteers) 

carry out the normal everyday tasks necessary the achieve our aims. 

These tasks include :- 

 Watering          Tubs. window boxes etc.- a major task in summer 

 Weeding           Beds etc.  and hedge trimming, shrub pruning etc. 

 Grass cutting          All grassed areas in the village 

 Litter pick- ups    Regular activity especially in summer 

Street Cleaning   Weed removal, cleaning/painting of tubs, signs, fencing 

etc. 

                                   



 

 

                 

 

The year APRIL 2022 - MARCH 2023 

General 

This has been another successful year for the Team. Not only have we maintained 

our environmental standards but have continued the work with further 

improvements. Again, this year we did not enter any ‘In Bloom’ competitions. 

Whilst winning of awards are the public face of our achievements and bring their 

own rewards for our future activities the greatest reward is that the village is “a 

better place to live and grow up in.” 

The environmental work of the Team is we believe the matrix which helps bind 

together the Groups in the Association. 

Bi Monthly meetings of the Committee are held to organise and control activities.  

Projects 

• An area in the centre of the village at Church Entry had been revamped with the 

removal of old shrub beds etc. and the erection of some fencing with new 

screenings and tubs. Unfortunately, some of the tubs had to be repositioned due 

to safety.  

• Summer seats have been brought in for repair and repainted thanks to 

volunteers 

• Trees were planted in the grassed area opposite Mill Row and a number of other 

places.  

• Old redundant brackets, hangers and planters were removed. 

• Clean up of Layde at Houston’s Mill.  

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Fund raising 

We receive sponsorships and villager’s donations from a number of sources and 

from sale of surplus plants.  Fund raising is essential.  

Grants 

 Where possible we apply for available grants for specific projects  

 The following applications were successful:- 

 DARD   Micro Grant –Electric Lifestyle Radiators - £1,496.50 

 Black Santa Sit Out Grant - £1,000 

 CFNI Rathsherry Wind Farm Grant – Running Costs - £3,000 

Benefits 

All the villagers (some 21% are over 65) benefit from the environment, tidiness and 

cleanliness of the village. 

But there are specific groups which benefit from our efforts: - 

The volunteers.  The majority of our 30/40 volunteers are senior citizens who enjoy 

the opportunity to work together, make new friendships and perhaps learn new 

gardening or environmental skills. 

The Young People   Most Saturday mornings a group of young villagers as part of 

their Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme can be seen helping and usually enjoying 

working with the old folk with the routine work and perhaps developing new skills. 

The shopkeepers and businesses. There was only one recently vacated empty shop 

in the village and the many visitors bring in extra trade. In some case’s these 

businesses are pretty essential since they remove the need to travel the 3 miles in to 

Ballymena for the services required. 
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Broughshane Improvement Committee

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner 

·         examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act 2008; 

·         state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

KHA Higgins FCA 9 Knockanully Road
Martinstown

Ballymena
BT43 7LZ

This report was signed on 06 July 2023

4.  That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the  accounts to be reached. 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed above
and, in connection with following the directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland; I have
found no matters that require drawing to your attention. 

1.  That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act.
2.  That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records.
3.  That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to believe: 

I report on the accounts of Broughshane Improvement Committee for the year ended 31 March 2023,
which are set out on pages 2 to 4.

As the Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  It is my responsibility to: 

·         follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission  

I have examined your Charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my
examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission
for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the
accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as Charity Trustees concerning any such matters. 

          under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 2008; 
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