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Details

Status Received

Registered 2015-08-18

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 29 Stewarts Road
Dromara
Dromore
Co Down
Bt25 2an
BT25 2AN

Phone 02897532809

Email johnherbertchambers@gmail.com

Website www.dromarahistorygroup.com
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Activities

Purposes: Aims and Objects of the Group are; (a) To study and encourage public interest in the folklore,
archaeology and antiquities of the region and townland in the Dromara area by the following means. (b) To
study its history and heritage. (c) To work with others to secure the preservation and protection of its history.
(d) To collect and disseminate information on its history. To further these aims, the Group through its
Committee shall have the following objects; To promote through all the local community research into
subjects connected with the aims of the Group and publish the results of such research. i. To publish papers,
reports and literature. ii. To make surveys and prepare maps, plans and drawings of any items of historic
interest. iii. To collect and disseminate information on any items of historic interest. iv. To hold meetings,
lectures, exhibitions and visitation of places of historic interest. v. To liaise with like bodies in the pursuit of
similar historical interests. vi. To encourage the teaching of Local History in schools. vii. To do all such other
things as are necessary for the attainment of the Group’s declared aims. 3. Membership The membership
shall be open to any person supporting the objects of the Group. 4. Committee Nine people shall be elected
onto the committee at the Annual General Meeting and shall consist of five office bearers (Chairperson, Vice
Chairperson, Secretary, and Assistant Secretary & Treasurer) plus four other members. The following shall
apply to the committee; (a) Elections to committee at the Annual General Meeting shall be by a simple
majority of those entitled to vote. (b) The quorum at committee meetings shall be four. (c) The committee may
co-opt suitable persons from time to time to assist them in their administration. (d) The committee shall
appoint an Honorary Auditor to audit our accounts prior to them being presented at the AGM. (e) The
Chairperson appointed at committee meetings shall, in event of a tie, have an extra casting vote. (f) Subject
to this constitution, the committee shall have general control, direction and management of the affairs, funds
and records of the Group. 5. Accounts An account shall be kept at a bank nominated by the Group at Annual
General Meeting and all income and outgoings of the Group shall be recorded therein. The following shall
apply to the finances of the Group. (a) Cheques drawn on this account shall be signed by any two of the
following three office bearers- Treasurer, Chairperson, Secretary. (b) The account shall be kept in the name
of the Group. (c) The financial year of the Group shall be 1st September to 31st August. (d) The annual
subscription for individual membership and the reduced subscription for family membership shall be reviewed
annually at the Annual General Meeting. (e) The subscription for that year shall be paid within three months
of the beginning of the financial year. 6. Annual General Meeting The Annual general Meeting for any year
shall be held during that financial year. All members should receive at least ten days notice of this taking
place. Those entitled to vote shall be fully paid up members of the Group for that year. The business of this
meeting shall be; (a) Secretary’s report. (b) Treasurer’s report. (c) Chairman’s report. (d) Election of
committee. (e) Any other business. 7. Extraordinary Meetings Extraordinary General Meetings shall be held
at the request of at least Two thirds of the paid - up membership or by a majority decision of the Committee.

What the charity does: The advancement of education,The advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or
science,Other charitable purposes

How the charity works: Community development,General charitable purposes,Heritage/historical

Who the charity helps: General public,Older people,Voluntary and community sector

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-08-31 £3,333 £3,451 £0 0
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mr Herbert Chambers

Mr Martin Ball

Mr Vaughan Byrne

Mrs Joan Browne

Mrs Sandra Byrne
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DROMARA LOCAL HISTORY GROUP ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 1-9-2022 TO 31-8-2023 

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER NIC / 02673 

INCOME EXPENDITURE 

OPENING BALANCE @ 1-9-2022 4680-76 305-00

MEMBERSHIP FEES/ DONATIONS 515-00 150-00

EVENTS & QUIZ 547-00

GRANTS (LCCC PLATINUM JUBILEE FUND) 500-00 50-00

MINIBUS OUTING SEPT 2022 BALLANCE HSE 215-00 1094-56 

289-78

SPEAKERS FEES 

VENUE HIRE 

DONATION TO CAUSES 

INSURANCE / MEMBERSHIP FULS 

HISTORY OUTINGS/ EVENTS 

OFFICE/ SECRETARIAL/ EQUIPMENT 

CLOSING BANK BALANCE @ 31-8-2023 �5_68-42 

6457-76 645_7-76 

Honorary Treasurer - Sandra Byrne 

ACCOUNTS ADOPTED AT AGM 16-10-2023 

-

Admin
Pencil
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Independent examiner's report to the charity trustees of Dromara 
Local History Group 

I report on the accounts of the Dromara Local History Group for the year 

ended 31 August 2023. 

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the 

accounts in accordance with the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008. 

It is my responsibility to: 

• examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act
• follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the

Commission under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act
• state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report 

I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the 

Charities Act and my examination was carried out in accordance with the 

general Directions given by the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland under 

section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. 

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 

and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also 

included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and 

seeking explanations from you as charity trustees concerning any such 

matters. 

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention 

giving me cause to believe: 

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of

the Charities Act

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the.

Charities Act

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of

the accounts to be reached.



Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the 
matters (1) to (4} listed above and, in connection with following the Directions
of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland, I have found no matters that 
require drawing to your attention. 

Name: N, cc.LlQ rA'TT°E:12.S01') 
Relevant professional qualification or body: l AT\ 
Address: io -at;;�'f \-4.\Ll. (<bAo,.. ���e.�, i:S"r-2.s .2'4PDate: l\ \ b\ 2�
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 DROMARA LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 29 Stewarts Road ∙ Dromara, BT25 2AN   

                                                  Phone: 07771804293 

 e-mail: johnherbertchambers@gmail.com. 

                  Registered Charity No NIC102673 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the above group was held on Monday 17th Sept. 2018, 

after a talk on the famous SAS Officer Blair Mayne. 

The Chairman Mr Vaughan Byrne commented on how the group continued to flourish, 

with the Trustees meeting regularly to review and plan the group’s activities. New people 

were turning up at the varied subject talks we have enjoyed over the past year, with many 

becoming full members. He also reminded the membership to keep collecting stories etc 

for our next publication, before he asked the Secretary Mr Herbie Chambers to give a 

brief report on activities of the group over the last year. These included 8 extremely well 

received and supported history talks, the Annual Outing in June to South Antrim with Dr 

David Hume acting as guide for the day, followed by an evening meal in the Loughshore 

Hotel. We also had two shorter outings. These were to see the Poppy Display at the 

Ulster Museum and a visit to Clifton House. 

The secretary thanked everyone who had helped with the organisation of these events. 

Membership has remained steady, with an average of 35 attending our talks. GDPR 

training delivered by Lisburn and Castllereagh City Council was completed by some 

members of the Trustees and the necessary documentation signed off. 

The Chairman thanked the secretary for the review of the group’s activities before 

inviting the treasurer Mrs Sandra Byrne to present a financial statement of accounts for 

the year. This was read to the group, paper copies circulated and explanations given to 

any queries. The accounts as presented were accepted by the members. The Treasurer 

was thanked for financial statement by the Chairman, before he declared all offices 

vacant. 

The invited speaker accepted an invitation to conduct the election of office bearers for the 

incoming session. 

The acting Chairman asked for nominations for Chairperson, with the following 

suggestion made from the floor - “that everyone currently in post be re-elected”. This was 

well received by the membership attending and was formally proposed by Mr Eric Jess, 

seconded by Herbie Chambers and passed unanimously. As a result the Office Bearers 

for the new session are: 

Chairman: Vaughan Byrne 

Vice Chairman: Eddie Doyle  

Secretary: Herbie Chambers  

Assistant Secretary: Joan Browne 

Treasurer: Sandra Byrne 

Committee: Seamus McKay, Violet Griffiths, Martin Ball, Hamilton Tate and Helen 

Nilen. 

 

Report by Herbie Chambers Sec 
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