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Whiteabbey Primary School PTA
Northern Ireland · Charity number 101751

Details

Status Overdue

Registered 2015-02-17

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address Whiteabbey Primary School
20-30 Old Manse Road
Newtownabbey
County Antrim
Bt37 0ru
BT37 0RU

Phone 07730591647

Email whiteabbeypspta@gmail.com

Activities

Purposes: The purpose of the Association ('the Purposes') is to advance the education of pupils in the
school in particular by: Developing effective relationships between the staff, parents and others associated
with the school; Engaging in activities or providing facilities or equipment which support the school and
advance the education of the pupils.

What the charity does: The advancement of education

How the charity works: Community development

Who the charity helps: Children (5-13 year olds)

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-06-30 £19,594 £24,345 £0 0

https://opencharities.uk/ni/101751
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=101751
mailto:whiteabbeypspta@gmail.com
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mrs Alison Graham

Mrs Catherine Dwyer
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Whiteabbey Primary School PTA

Statement of Receipts and Payments - Year Ended 30 June 2024

Fundraising Activities Receipts Payments Surplus

£ £ £

Halloween Pumpkins 871.17 0.00 871.17

Christmas Wreathmaking 210.00 47.79 162.21

Christmas Jumper Sale 249.10 249.10

Christmas Carol Service & USB's 402.00 0.00 402.00

Christmas Fair and Trees 1,528.44 956.83 571.61

P6/7 Play Videos 182.00 0.00 182.00

School Uniforms 5,941.25 10,135.18 -4,193.93

Easter Non Uniform 335.78 335.78

World Book Day 415.56 415.56

Tuck Shop 884.99 296.77 588.22

Summer BBQ 7,565.00 2,879.62 4,685.38

Easy Fundraising 128.71 128.71

Matched Funding 880.29 880.29

Cinema Trip (Previous Year Fundraiser) £456.60 -456.60

19594.29 14772.79 4821.50

Other Expenditure

Bank Fees 39.55

Insurance 140.00

179.55

Donations To School

Santa Visit £200.00

Accelerted Reader (3 Years) £4,590.00

P7 Leavers Donation £750.00

P1 Bears £325.20

Gathering Drum £410.00

Playground Equipment £3,117.60

9,392.80             

4,750.85-             

Statement of Assets & Liabilities

Cash at Bank & In Hand 30 June 23 17,282.84

Surplus this year end 4,750.85-             

Cash at Bank & In Hand 30 June 2024 12,531.99

Ulster Bank Current Account 30 June 2024 12,126.45

Cash In Hand 405.54

12,531.99

Other Assets

Uniform Stock (At Cost price) £5,674.50

Colour Run Stock £1,702.00

£7,376.50

Surplus For Year
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Whiteabbey Primary School PTA

Statement of Receipts and Payments - Year Ended 30 June 2023

Fundraising Activities Receipts Payments Surplus

£ £ £

Hallowene Pumpkins 279.00 279.00             

Christmas Wreathmaking 0.00 147.22             147.22-             

Christmas Jumper Sale 257.22 257.22             

Christmas Carol Service & USB's 906.03 558.93             347.10             

Quiz 404.00 28.00               376.00             

Money March 844.84 -                    844.84             

Silly Hair Day 130.57 130.57             

School Uniforms 12,604.66 5,632.88          6,971.78          

Easter Craft 0.00 -                    -                   

World Book Day 383.80 -                    383.80             

Tuck Shop Sports Day 223.71             223.71-             

Dinner Dance Fundraiser (Next Year) 650.00             650.00-             

Summer Fair 245.00 245.00             

Goodwill Gift 50.00 50.00               

Easy Fundraising £80.40 80.40               

HMRC Charities £520.20 520.20             

Credit Transfer (July 22) 1,535.00 1,535.00          

From School Jan 23 (Pumpkins, Wreaths, USB's) 2,599.00 2,599.00          

20839.72 7240.74 13598.98

Other Expenditure

Bank Fees 44.04               

Insurance 128.00             

172.04             

Donations To School

750.00             

Santa Visit 450.00             

W5 - workshops 450.00             

Planetarium 600.00             

P1 Bears 377.40             

Cinema Snacks 52.46               

2,679.86          

10,747.08       

Statement of Assets & Liabilities

Cash at Bank & In Hand 30 June 22 6,535.76

Surplus this year end 10,747.08       

Cash at Bank & In Hand 30 June 2023 17,282.84

P7 Leavers 

Surplus For Year



Ulster Bank Current Acoount 30 June 2023 17,067.10

Cash In Hand 215.74

17,282.84

Other Assets

Uniform Stock (Estimated Value) £7,044.00

Colour Run Stock £1,702.00

£8,746.00
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Whiteabbey Primary School PTA 

Trustees’ Annual Report  

Year ended to 30th June 2023 

The trustees present their report and the financial statements of the charity for the year 
ended 30th June 2023. 

Registered Charity Name : Whiteabbey Primary School PTA 

Charity RegistraEon No. : 101751 

Principal Office :   Whiteabbey Primary School 

    20 – 30 Old Manse Road 

    Newtownabbey 

    Co. Antrim 

    BT37 0RU 

The Trustees in office on the date this report was approved : 

    Catherine Dwyer 

    Alison Graham 

    Nadine Fraser 

    Kathy Hamilton 

The following persons served as Trustees during the year ended 30th June 2023 : 

    Catherine Dwyer 

    Heather Owen 

    Silke Gushurst 

    Alison Graham 

    Nadine Fraser 

    Kathy Hamilton 

 

Structure, Governance & Management 

The Charity’s governing document is a consEtuEon. 

 

 

 



ObjecAves and AcAviAes 

1. Charitable Purposes 
• Improved relaEonships between home and school.  The benefit which will 

flow from this purpose includes funding for addiEonal resources for the 
school, and links built with the local community.  This conEnues to be 
demonstrated by having an acEve PTA that works in partnership with the 
school and engages parental support.  This purpose does not lead to harm.  
The benefit is for children of Whiteabbey Primary School.  Charity Trustees 
(PTA Commi\ee members) are usually parents at the school which their 
children a\end and hence gain benefit in the same way as all other 
beneficiaries.  This benefit is incidental and necessary to ensure the benefit is 
supplied to all beneficiaries. 

• Advancement of the educaEon of pupils in the school. The benefit which 
flows from this purpose includes increased educaEonal progress and 
a\ainment within the school and links built with the local community.  This is 
demonstrated through pupils having access to resources, events, acEviEes, 
and links with the local community which are not available through direct 
school funding.  This purpose does not lead to harm.  The benefit s for 
children at Whiteabbey Primary School.  Charity Trustees (PTA Commi\ee 
Members) are usually beneficiaries.  This benefit is incidental to ensure the 
benefit is provided to all beneficiaries. 

 

Charitable AcAviAes 

At the AGM in Sept 2022, the commi\ee members formally announced their intenEon to 
step down with immediate effect a_er many years of dedicated service to the school 
community. A period of discussion followed across two meeEngs to inform whether the PTA 
should conEnue in its current form, create a more informal “Friends of Whiteabbey” or 
cease acEvity altogether. At a meeEng in October 2022, sufficient volunteers were found to 
form a commi\ee, enabling the PTA to conEnue operaEng as a charitable organisaEon. 
Commi\ee roles were filled as follows, and the ChariEes Commission noEfied of the 
changes: 

Co-Chairs Catherine Dwyer, Heather Owen and Silke Gushurst 

Treasurer Nadine Fraser 

Secretaries Kathy Hamilton and Alison Graham 

The commi\ee members sought input from the wider school community to establish 
reasons for parental involvement decreasing over recent years and discuss ideas to 
encourage more parents to join. One of the key issues affecEng a\endance at meeEngs was 
childcare for those working shi_ pa\erns and the inflexibility around the days meeEngs 
were tradiEonally held. To combat this, the commi\ee offered a dial in opEon via MS Teams 
and conducted meeEngs as a hybrid of in-person and virtual a\endance. In pracEce, this had 



mixed success as Internet provision in the school is locked down for security purposes and 
the mobile signal is weak. The commi\ee persevered for a few months and tried various 
opEons to improve the connecEon with limited success. This resulted in the majority of 
meeEngs being held virtually. There are pros and cons to this approach, however a\endance 
and parEcipaEon in meeEngs remained high throughout the year. A shared drive was 
created to store documents and all members were provided with access to negate the 
requirement to issue agendas and minutes via email.  

Early prioriEes for the new commi\ee included the transfer of member details held by the 
ChariEes Commission, changing signatories on the PTA bank account, planning acEviEes for 
the children and making improvements to the PTA uniform shop. Ideas were discussed at 
PTA meeEngs and where members agreed to proceed, a smaller sub-group of volunteers 
formed to take ideas forward to implementaEon. There was a heavy reliance on WhatsApp 
to enable day-to-day communicaEon within these sub-groups with mixed results; inevitably, 
this form of communicaEon worked be\er for some, however comments are open to 
interpretaEon which can and did lead to misunderstandings. In the second half of the year, 
there was less reliance on the sub-groups. Messages between monthly meeEngs were sent 
using a “PTA members” WhatsApp group. This had the advantage of informing all members 
of progress but inevitably resulted in significant volumes of messages and some members 
feeling overwhelmed. Further discussion will take place in the new school year to establish 
consensus of the best means of communicaEon going forward. 

The open invitaEon issued resulted in 38 parents and teachers a\ending the meeEng in Oct 
2022. Feedback from parents on the night idenEfied interest but also concern around the 
Eme commitment required. The commi\ee decided the best way forward was to divide 
parents into two disEnct groups. One group, “PTA members,” made a commitment to plan 
and deliver events, a\end and parEcipate in monthly meeEngs. The second group, “PTA 
helpers,” formed a group to provide ad-hoc assistance with specific events. The helpers had 
no parEcipaEon in monthly meeEngs but provided a means of securing help and input 
where required from parents unable to commit Eme every month. The outcome was a PTA 
Members group of 20 including commi\ee members and teaching staff, and a PTA Helper 
group with an addiEonal 25 parents. 

The PTA uniform shop has always been a welcome addiEon for parents and the commi\ee 
sought to establish how to make it operate more smoothly with an accurate means of stock 
control. The shop was open at various Emes during the year for parents. Two commi\ee 
members (Kathy Hamilton and Heather Owen) researched its operaEon, established the 
constraints of the current technical soluEon and discussed opEmum stock levels and order 
procedures with previous commi\ee members. An online uniform shop was created to allow 
parents to order and pay online with fulfilled orders delivered to classrooms or collected by 
a parent. The sales offering was also expanded to include donated pre-loved uniform items 
available for purchase in exchange for a donaEon. The online shop opened for advance 
orders in June via a link on the school website to facilitate the largest annual uniform order 
for the new school year. More than 80 parents placed an advance order for September 2023. 
The uniform shop team with some addiEonal volunteers opened the shop across 5 dates in 



August, including evenings and weekends, for orders to be collected and to allow parents to 
purchase items. This is one of the commi\ee’s most significant achievements this year and 
feedback from parents has been very posiEve. 

In line with previous years, the PTA conEnued to support the school with a donaEon towards 
the Accelerated Reading Scheme. The P7 leavers fund was provided with an increased 
donaEon this year to reflect the increase in costs associated with organising events. Teddy 
bears were sourced for all incoming P1 children and distributed by P1 teachers during 
familiarisaEon visits in June. Teams of PTA volunteers also put up and took down the school 
Christmas decoraEons and marshalled parking in the school grounds for the Carol Services in 
December.   

PTA members and helpers arranged the following fundraising and school community events 
over the course of the year: 

October 2022 Whiteabbey Pumpkin Patch Children were invited to bring their carved or 
decorated pumpkin to the Forest school area. 
Classes were brought to the area by teachers to 
allow the children to view the pumpkins on display. 

Fancy Dress day Children a@ended school in fancy dress in exchange 
for a donaCon. 

December 2022 Pre-loved Christmas Clothes sale Jumpers, pyjamas and costumes were collected, 
sorted and sold in the school assembly hall along 
the theme of reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Wreath making workshop An evening workshop for parents and friends with 
all equipment and foliage provided to make a door 
wreath. Refreshments were included in the Ccket 
price and Cckets were sold via Parentmail. 

Refreshments at the Carol 
Services 

Tea/coffee and traybakes collected and offered to 
parents before junior and senior school services in 
exchange for a donaCon. 

Carol Service recordings USB video recordings of carol services were 
available to purchase via parentmail to be collected 
from school on Christmas Eve or delivered to 
classrooms at the start of term. 

Feb 2023 Love yourself day Children a@ended school in whatever clothing they 
felt most comfortable in exchange for a donaCon. 

Pre-loved costume sale  Costumes collected, sorted and sold to children in 
the school assembly hall in advance of World Book 
Day as part of the drive to reduce, reuse and 
recycle. 

March 2023 Money March Spare change was collected in each classroom 
during March and children in the class with the 
highest total received an ice-cream from Mauds. 

Easter craU workshop Two small workshops were held in the hour aUer 
school for the children to make an Easter garland 
and egg decoraCon. Places were booked via 
Parentmail. 

Quiz This event was organised and run by Paula Millar in 
the Transport Club in Jordanstown. It included a 
ballot with prizes donated by local businesses 
sourced by PTA members. Tickets were sold via 
Parentmail. 



April 2023 Silly Hair Day Parents donated for their child/children to a@end 
school with a zany hair-do 

May 2023 Odeon Cinema private screening A private screening of “Mummies” with the opCon 
to purchase a snack pack. Tickets were sold via 
Parentmail. 

Sports Day Tuck shop Drinks and confecConery available for visitors and 
children to purchase on the day. 

 

CollecEvely, the Commi\ee is pleased with the volume of acEvity and the events arranged 
this year. Whilst some events proved more popular than others, this must be viewed within 
the context of the absence of acEviEes during the pandemic and the lack of volunteers 
following the pandemic to assist the exiEng commi\ee with organisaEon and delivery of 
events. It is hoped that a period of adjustment will allow parents to become more familiar 
with PTA acEvity within the school and increase support for events. The commi\ee also 
intend to encourage new members to provide fresh ideas and input.  

The commi\ee would like to thank all volunteers and teaching representaEves for their 
advice and assistance during the year. As ever, we remain indebted to parents and friends 
who support the acEviEes and events and for the generous donaEons received.  

 

Achievements and Performance 

The Charity received income of £20,839.72 in the reported financial year, and of this, 
£10,092.64 was spent directly on resources and acEviEes for the school. 

As at 30th June 2023, the charity holds £17,282.84 in reserves. 

Note – the amounts submi\ed through governance reporEng have been rounded up to the 
nearest £/pound. 

The Trustees’ annual report was approved on 16th October 2023 and signed on behalf of the 
board of Trustees by : 

 

 

Catherine Dwyer 

Co-Chair 2022-23 
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Independent examiner’s report to the charity trustees of Whiteabbey Primary School PTA  

I report on the accounts of Whiteabbey Primary School PTA for the year ended 30 June 2023.  

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner  

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with 

the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  

It is my responsibility to:  

• examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act 

• follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under 

section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act 

• state whether particular matters have come to my attention.  

 

Basis of independent examiner’s report  

I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my 

examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act. My examination 

included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts 

presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in 

the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as charity tru cause to believe:  

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act  

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records  

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act  

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be 

reached. 

 

 Independent examiner’s statement 

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed 

above and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern 

Ireland, I have found no matters that require drawing to your attention.  

 

 

Name: WILLIAM DOHERTY  

Email Address: wdoherty@creaghconcrete.com 

Date: 7 May 2024 

mailto:wdoherty@creaghconcrete.com
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Whiteabbey Primary School PTA   
30/06/2022    
Income & Expenditure    
 Academic year 2021-22  
 Income Expenditure Surplus 

Fundraising Income and Expenditure £ £ £ 

School uniforms 11,235 8,579 2,656 

Christmas cards 2,647 1,926 721 

Easy fundraising 112  112 

Summer Fair 3,610 1,627 1,983 

Direct Donation  2,477  2,477 

Fitness Freddie 3,204 400 2,804 

Net Income 23,285 12,532 10,753 
 

   
 

   
Other expenditure    

PTA Insurance 123   
Sum up Machine 198   
Bank charges 60   

 381   
 

   

 
 

  

 Surplus for the year      10,371 

   

Whiteabbey Primary School - Contribution   
 Contribution  3,250   

 Screens  8,860   

 Leavers party     500   
 

 12,610   
 

   

 Surplus/(Deficit)    (2,239)  

    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

Whiteabbey Primary School PTA   
30/06/2022    
Balance sheet    

 Academic Year  2021/22  
 £   

Current Assets    
Ulster Bank- Current Account 6,839   
Uniform shop float 20   

Colour Run - event to be run in 
2022/23 

1,702 
  

Stock of School Uniforms 8,685   
 

  17,246 

General Reserve  
  

Opening Balance 19,485   
Contribution -2,239   
 

  17,246 
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Whiteabbey Primary School PTA 

Trustees’ Annual Report  

Year ended 30 June 2022 

 

The trustees present their report and the unaudited financial statements of the charity for the year 

ended 30 June 2022. 

Registered Charity Name:   Whiteabbey Primary School PTA 

Charity Registration Number: 101751 

Principal Office:   Whiteabbey Primary School 

    20-30 Old Manse Road 

    Newtownabbey 

    BT37 0RU 

 

The Trustees in office on the date this report was approved: 

Silke Simone Gushurst 

Heather Owens 

Catherine Dwyer 

Nadine Fraser 

Kathy Hamilton 

Alison Graham 

 

 

 
The following persons served as Trustees during the year ended 30 June 2022: 
  

Victoria Adams 
Alan Kelly 
Silke Simone Gushurst 
Oonagh Tierney 
Joe McCrisken 
Kristina Palmer 
 
 

 
Structure, Governance and Management 
 
The Charity’s governing document is a constitution. 
 
Objectives and Activities 
 

1. Charitable Purposes 

The purpose of the charity is to promote the advancement of education of children aged between 

5 and 13 years old in the area to benefit in the following ways: 



• Improved relationships between home and school.  The benefit which flow from this 

purpose includes funding for additional resources for the school and links built with the 

local community.  This is demonstrated through having an active PTA that works in 

partnership with the school and engages parental support.  This purpose does not lead to 

harm.  The benefit is for children at Whiteabbey Primary School.  Charity Trustees (PTA 

Committee Members) are usually parents at the school which their children attend and 

hence gain benefit in the same way as all other beneficiaries.  This benefit is incidental 

and necessary to ensure the benefit is supplied to all beneficiaries. 

 

• Advancement of the education of pupils in the school.  The benefit which flows from this 

purpose includes increased educational progress and attainment within the school and 

links built with the local community.  This is demonstrated through pupils having access 

to resources, events, activities, and links with the local community which are not available 

through direct school funding.  This purpose does not lead to harm.  The benefit is for 

children at Whiteabbey Primary School.  Charity Trustees (PTA Committee Members) are 

usually beneficiaries.  This benefit is incidental to ensure the benefit is provided to all 

beneficiaries. 

 

2. Charitable Activities 

 

The PTA usually runs a wide varied programme of events throughout the year and gives 

parents and teachers the opportunity to meet in a more social context.  The ability of the PTA 

to run events and fundraise during 2021-22 was remained limited due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic; however the PTA was able to run the popular school fair and Fitness Freddie 

sponsored activity.   The financial contributions and gifts greatly enhance the educational 

experiences of the children, with the purchase of Promethian screens for all classrooms. 

  

Achievements and Performance 

 

The Charity received income of £23,285 in the current financial year and of this £12,160 was 

spent directly on resources and activities for the school, while reserves decreased by £2,239. 

 

As at 30 June 2022 the charity holds £17,246 in reserves. 

 

The Trustees annual report was approved on 6 March 2023 and signed on behalf of the 

board of Trustees by: 

 
Kristina Palmer 

Kristina Palmer 

Treasurer 2021-22 
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Independent examiner’s report to the charity trustees of Whiteabbey 
Primary School PTA 

  
I report on the accounts of Whiteabbey Primary School PTA for the year 

ended 30 June 2022. 
  

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner  
As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the 

accounts in accordance with the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.  
 

It is my responsibility to:  

 examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act  

 follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the 

Commission under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act  

 state whether particular matters have come to my attention.  
 

Basis of independent examiner’s report  
I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the 

Charities Act and my examination was carried out in accordance with the 
general Directions given by the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 

under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act.  
My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the 

charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It 
also included consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 

accounts, and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees concerning 
any such matters.  

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention 
giving me cause to believe:  
 

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of 
the Charities Act  

 
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records  

 
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the 

Charities Act  
 

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached.  

 



Independent examiner’s statement  
I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the 

matters (1) to (4) listed above and, in connection with following the 
Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland, I have found no 

matters that require drawing to your attention.  
 

Name: GARETH MORTON  
Email Address: bmblake57@gmail.com 

Date: 8 March 2023 
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