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Mothers' Union Connor Diocese
Northern Ireland · Charity number 101658

Details

Status Received

Registered 2015-08-27

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address Mothers' Union Ireland
St. Michan's Church
Church Street
1 Kingsland Park
Belfast
Bt5 7fb
BT5 7FB

Phone 07929405148

Email mufinance.connor@gmail.com

Website www.connormothersunion.org

Activities

Purposes: The Aim of the Society is the advancement of the Christian religion in the sphere of marriage and
family life. In order to carry out this Aim its Objectives are: 1. To uphold Christ's teaching on the nature of
marriage and to promote its wider understanding. 2. To encourage parents to bring up their children in the
faith and life of the Church. 3. To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians, united in prayer, worship and
service. 4. To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children. 5.
To help those whose family life has met with adversity.

What the charity does: The advancement of religion,The relief of those in need by reason of youth, age,
ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other disadvantage

How the charity works: Education/training,Overseas aid/famine relief,Relief of poverty,Religious activities

Who the charity helps: Children (5-13 year olds),General public,Older people,Overseas/developing
countries,Parents,Voluntary and community sector,Youth (14-25 year olds)

https://opencharities.uk/ni/101658
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=101658
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £48,391 £41,230 £0 0

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mrs Alberta Miskimmin

Mrs Alison Skillen

Mrs Cathy Doig

Mrs Evelyn Lewis

Mrs Irene Gates

Mrs Joyce Bond

Mrs Moira Thom

Mrs Wendy Halligan
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MOTHERS'  UNION CONNOR DIOCESE
NIC 1016568

2024 SUMMARY OF INCOME YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2024

2023 2024.00
  

5106 Diocese (inc Gift Aid) 6090.22
19440 All Ireland 19734.00

648 Indoor Members 812.00
162 Diocesan Members

7494 Worldwide (incl Gift Aid) 8646.69
468 Relief Fund 100.00

1485 Centenary Fund 1527.50
418 MU Enterprise Rebate 428.37

4570 Diocesan Projects incl AFIA 3323.00  
25  F & C Unit 160.00

310 Mums in May 7123.50
790 Snugglies
183 Travel Refund
198 Bank Interest 446.36

41297 48391.64
687 Less O/S Cheque

40610
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Mother's Union Connor Diocese

   MU 2023 Summary of Income year ending 31st December 2023

2022 2023

3158  5106

15436 All Ireland 19440

660 Indoor Members 648

88 Diocesan Members 162

8252 Worldwide (Inc Gift Aid) 7494

140 Relief Fund 468

500 Centenary Fund 1485

262 MU Enterprise Rebate 418

Diocesan Projects

30 Contact Centre

1825 AFIA 4570

569 F & C Unit 25

1460 Mums in May 310

M/Day appeal

Banner books

Snugglies 790

Covid Appeal

Travel Refund 183

32 Bank Interest Ac 43081157 198

 41297

Less O/S RD Cheque 687

32412 40610
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Connor Report to Trustees 

DIOCESAN ACTIVITIES 

Members have been fulfilling the Aims and Objects of Mothers’ Union 
through their many projects. Since the charity is now registered with the 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland the Trustees have had regard to the 
Public Benefit Requirement statutory guidance. The beneficiaries of all our 
projects are members of the general public. 

Diocesan Events 

In January we had a ‘Coffee and Catch Up’ morning when all unit members 
reviewed their job descriptions. In February there were two training days 
organised by members of the Prayer and Spirituality Unit. Our Annual 
Festival Service took place on 12th March in St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast. The 
preacher was our newly appointed All Ireland Chaplain Ven Dr Stephen 
McBride. On 25th May we had a Diocesan Movie night in All Saints’ Antrim. 
On 10th June there was a planning meeting for Trustee Board and Executive 
Committee, held in the home of the Diocesan President. Some members 
from the diocese attended the Women’s Getaway in October and area 
services were held for Mid Belfast, East Connor, North Connor, Lisburn and 
Derriaghy and Mid Connor Areas. We marked the Global Day for the 16 Days 
of Activism against Gender Based Violence, with a Prayer Breakfast in 
November and we also launched the Rise Up Campaign. During the year one 
branch celebrated its 90th anniversary. 

The Diocesan Prayer Chain supported members and non-members who 
required prayer. 

Members celebrating 90th, 95th and 100th birthdays and 60th and 70th wedding 
anniversaries received cards from the Diocesan, Provincial and Worldwide 
Presidents. The Diocesan President also acknowledged 80th and 90th plus 
birthdays and 40th wedding anniversaries. 

Projects 

Members continue to provide “Christian care for the Family” and fulfil the 
Mothers’ Union Object “helping those whose lives have met with adversity” 
through the many and varied projects. 



These include: 

• Supplying emergency washbags to patients in A&E wards in local 
hospitals. These contain a toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, face cloth 
and a comb. 

• Providing comfort packs for relatives of patients in palliative care. 
• Knitting cardigans, hats etc. for babies in neo-natal wards. Also 

blankets for cribs. 
• Sewing ‘snugglies’ for cribs. 
• Knitting comfort teddies for young children in A&E wards. 
• Suppling colouring books and pens for children in A&E wards. 
• Knitting fiddle muffs and blankets for dementia sufferers in nursing 

homes. 
• Volunteering in Contact Centres. 
• Reading with children in Primary Schools. 
• Organising Mums and Toddlers groups. 
• Organising Knit and Natter groups. 
• Supporting Baby Basics. 
• Supporting Women’s Aid. 

Outreach 

Three applications for AFIA holidays were received during the year. 

Members continue to donate generously to the Worldwide Fund which 
supports the Literacy and Financial Development Programme, the Family 
Life Programme and the Parenting Programme. 

Members also support the Centenary Fund which gives grants to married 
ordinands who have families and are studying at The Church of Ireland 
Theological College in Dublin. 

 

Sarah E. Cotter 

Connor Diocesan President 

March 2024 



Signed on behalf of the Trustees 

Sarah E. Cotter ____________________________ 

Diocesan President 

 

Irene Gates __________________________ 

Diocesan Secretary 

 

Date __________________________ 
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST December 2023 
 

Funds Reconciliation 
      2023   2022 
         £      £ 
Cash at Bank at 31st December 2022  14720   19469   
Surplus (Deficit) this year end     -1871                 -4660  
Cash at Bank at 31st December 2023                12849   14809 
 
Bank Balances at 31st December 2023 (unrestricted funds) 
Ulster Bank Current Account                     1500.63   
Ulster Bank Business Reserve Account  11348.53         
Total Cash Balances at Bank   12849.16   
Approved by the Trustees on 8th March 2024 and signed on their behalf by 
 
 
  Emma Ferris     Sarah E. Cotter 
 Acting Diocesan Treasurer   Diocesan President 
 
Independent Examiner’s report to the  
Trustees of Mothers’ Union in Ireland – Diocese of Connor 
I report on the accounts of the Diocese for the year ended 31st December 2023 which are set out on the foregoing 
pages. 
 
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees consider that an 
audit is not required for this year under section 65(2) of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 (The Charities Act) 
or under Regulation 10 (1) (d) of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (the 2006 Accounts Regulations) 
and that an independent examination is needed. 
It is my responsibility to: 

Examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 and section 44 (1) (c) of the     
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) 2005 (the 2005 Act) for Norther Ireland under section 65 (9) (b) of the 
Charities Act. 
To state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 
Basis of independent examiner’s report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission for 
Northern Ireland and is in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 2006.  An examination 
includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with 
these records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking 
explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 
evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present ‘a true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement. 
 
Independent Examiner’s Statement 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention (1) which gives me reasonable cause to 
believe that in any material respect the requirements: 
To keep accounting records in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act 2008 and section 44 (1) (a) of the 2005 
Act and Regulation 4 of the  2006 Accounts Regulation and Requirements of the Charities Act 2008 and section 44 (1) 
(b) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 8 of the 2006 Accounts regulations has not been met. 
 
Name 
 
Independent Examiner: William H Miskimmin, 1 Kingsland Park, Belfast BT5 7FB 
 
Dated:                   
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities 
Year ended 31st December 2022

Opening Balance A/C 438104 1996
A/C4308117 17474

total 19470
Add Income 32412

total 51882

Less Expenses 37162

total 14720

Closing Balance A/C 438104 1891

A/C 4308117 12918  
Less O/S cheques

20   
20  
49 89 12829

 
Total 14720
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