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First Presbyterian Church (Non-Subscribing)
Dunmurry
Northern Ireland · Charity number 101607

Details

Status Received

Registered 2015-03-26

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 20 Blaris Meadows
Lisburn
Bt27 5wn
BT27 5WN

Phone 02890135010

Email firstdunmurrynsp@gmail.com

Website www.firstchurchdunmurry.com

Activities

Purposes: To promote the inalienable right of every Christian to search these records of Divine Truth for his
own instruction and guidance, to form his own opinions with regard to what they teach, and to worship God in
sincerity, agreeably to the dictates of his own conscience, without privation, penalty, or inconvenience
inflicted by his fellow-men.

What the charity does: The advancement of religion

How the charity works: Advice/advocacy/information,Arts,Community
development,Counselling/support,Education/training,General charitable
purposes,Heritage/historical,Religious activities,Welfare/benevolent

Who the charity helps: Children (5-13 year olds),General public,Men,Older people,Parents,Women,Youth
(14-25 year olds)

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £104,463 £102,826 £0 1

https://opencharities.uk/ni/101607
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/charity-details-page/?regId=101607
mailto:firstdunmurrynsp@gmail.com
www.firstchurchdunmurry.com
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mr Gilbert Cameron

Mr Jeffrey Douglas

Mr Kenny Yuille

Mr Mark Douglas

Mr Robert John (Jackie) Gordon

Mr Stephen Kennedy

Mrs Adele Johnston

Mrs Kathy Yuille

Mrs Leigh Saulters

Mrs Linda Kerr

Mrs Sylvia Mcbride

Rev Dr David Steers

Roseann Frizzell
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Reports and Financial Statements

Year ended


31st December 2023




Honorary Treasurers’ Report 2023

As can be seen from the financial statement the church has achieved a small surplus 
for the year. An increase in contributions from the congregation together with the 
additional income from investments have helped towards this result. On the negative 
side one of the rented properties (Kingsway, Dunmurry) was vacant for most of the 
year with the loss of rent. This property is now occupied on a long-term lease and 
income will be reflected in future accounts. 


Maintaining church property, buildings and grounds is on power with previous year 
and all other expenses have been well controlled. The memorial garden is now 
completed, and the new library is ongoing, we appreciate the donations towards this 
project which will offset any costs we may incur. 


We would like to thank Mrs. Heather Douglas, Freewill Offering Treasurer, for her 
work throughout the year and Mr. John Neill for his continued support and to Mr. Ivan 
Laird for his work as Auditor. 


The continued support of the Congregation is greatly appreciated, and we look 
forward to this continuing into 2024. 


Mrs. Sylvia McBride and Mrs. Kathy Yuille

Honorary Treasurers


Financial Statement for the year ended 31st December 2023


Current Account (No. 1 Account)

2022 INCOME       £        £

Congregational Income:

2403 Stipend 2173.00

21425 Weekly Freewill Offering 23643.00

4776
Income Tax 
Refunds 5082.00

306 Sundry Cash 276.00 31174.00

Property & Investment Income:

8732
Dividends & 
Interest 10210.00

44248 Rents Received 29659.00

100 Graveyard 490.00 40359.00

Donations:

435 Donations In Memory           -



           - Bequest: Robert McFarland 5500.00

          - Ulster Bank Ltd 8187.00

             
- Donations McMillan Library 7665.00

40000 Bank of Ireland Ltd            -

171 Sundry Income 927.00 22279.00

122596 Total Income 93812.00

EXPENDITURE   

33756 Salary 32500.00

911 Employers NIC Contributions         -

3401 Employers Pension Contributions 3385.00

3300 Organist & Musical Accom. 3300.00

495 Pulpit Supplies 200.00 39385.00

Property Costs:

Maintenance & Repair

8354 Buildings & Equipment 3722.00

3713 Grounds 4360.00

3120 New Equipment 1673.00

2558 Manse 990.00

4391 Shop Premises           -

1289 14 Glebe Road           -

3092 3 Glenburn Ford. 360.00

805 6 Glenaan Avenue           - 11105.00

3279 Rates & Insurance 9657.00

1239 Denominational Funds: 1434.00

General 
Expenses:

3877 Heat & Light 3824.00

177 Telephone 1156.00

568 Stationery, Postage & Printing 1558.00

397 Payroll Costs 603.00

1855 Fees: Bank, Rent Collection 507.00

882 Miscellaneous Expenses 1343.00

1560 McMillan Library 5962.00

    - Sunday School 500.00



Audit report:

I have examined the above Account with the Cash Book, Bank Statements, Receipts and 
Payment Vouchers kept by the Honorary Treasurers. In my opinion, it gives a true and fair 
view of the state of affairs of the Church on 31st December 2023.


Dated:	9th May 2024	 	 Signed: I Laird, Auditor


    - Donations and Gifts 693.00

    - Transfer to Charity Account 500.00

6390 Memorial Garden 3651.00 20297.00

89409 Total Expenditure. 81878.00

33187 Surplus for Year. 11934.00

122596 93812.00

RESERVE ON DEPOSIT - BANK of IRELAND

Balance at 1st January 2023 £152,877.43

 

Add: Interest Received £3,859.60

Balance at 31st December 2023 £156,737.03

ULSTER BANK LTD BUSINESS RESERVE

Balance at 1st January 2023 £99,769.24

Add: Interest Received £822.64

£100,591.88

Less: Transfer to Current Account £8,186.76

Balance at 31st December 2023 £92,405.12

CHARITY ACCOUNT

Bodel Mackenzie Benev Fund £25.00 Balance at 1st January 2023 £289.62

Ministers' Widows Fund £150.00

Orphan Society £250.00 Donations from Congregation £585.00



Porter Fund £50.00 Turkey, Syria Appeal £251.00

Christian Ministries £150.00 Quiz Night: Lighthouse Charity £480.00

NSPCI Benevolent Fund £150.00

Lighthouse Charity £500.00 Transfer from Current Account £500.00

Turkey, Syria Appeal £251.00

N.I. Chest Heart & Stroke £100.00

Balance at 31st December 2023 £479.62

£2,105.62 £2,105.62

INVESTMENTS

7450 Units in M & G Charifund.

£120,000.00 Aegon

£109,026.28 No 3 Glenburn Ford Dunmurry.

£119,064.78 6 Glenaan Avenue

The Aegon investments have a market value at the 31st December 2023 of £127091.00.

The M&G Charifund units have a market value of £106907.00.



Bequests and Donations to Church 2023


We have received several generous donations to Church funds, as listed in the 
Accounts. We are very grateful for the generosity of these bequests and donations. A 
list of such payments received over the last 5 years is shown below:


Bequest Donations

2023

Mr. Robert McFarland £5500 McMillan Library from 


JA Bright Fund
£7500

2022

-

In Mem: Mr. M Orr

              Mr. R McFarland

                    E Hughes

£200

£215

£20

2021 In Mem: Mr. R Douglas £545

-               Mrs. I Douglas £495

              Mr. M Orr £500

2020

-
 In Mem: Rev. W McMillan £4047


2019

Miss. M A Orr
 £5000 In Mem: Miss. MA Orr


              Mrs. F Press

              Mrs. E Allen


£103.50

£300

£145


2018

Mr. Alfred Martin DFC
 £20,000 Belfast Domestic Mission £500
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Reports and Financial Statements 
Year ended 

31st December 2023 

Sunday Services  Morning 11.30am 

Evening, as arranged 

Church for Children      11.30am meet in Church 

& Young People  and transfer to McCleery Hall 

Communion  Celebrated in May and November 

Baptism   By arrangement 

Session   Meet prior to Communion    
    and other dates as arranged 

Committee   Monthly 

Women’s League As arranged. 



Honorary Secretary’s Report 2023 

Church committee meetings: 
During 2023 the committee met on eleven occasions. Our committee is very active in 
ensuring the upkeep and maintenance of the church, hall, glebe, graveyard other 
buildings and grounds. This year there has been much remedial work to ensure that 
the church and grounds which we as a denomination have inherited will continue for 
future generations. The committee is also committed to ensuring that all members 
enjoy a sense of community and throughout the year a number of social and 
devotional events were held. 
Church and environs maintenance: 
The grounds and graveyard surrounding the church are a wonderful asset which 
require regular upkeep. We are grateful to those volunteers who give their time to 
plant bulbs and shrubs and regularly undertake a general tidy up. The planters 
around the church require particular attention to ensure the blooms continue 
throughout the year. It is thanks to these volunteers that the grounds always look so 
well preserved. 
Swift Boxes: 
In early spring, following a talk and instruction from the RSPB, swift boxes were 
installed on the side of the McCleery Hall. A swift caller was also installed and within 
weeks swifts were noted flying over the church and grounds. Through time we hope 
that these endangered birds will find a home in our church grounds. 
Rev. McMillan Library: 
Throughout the year Mrs Sue Steers and her team of volunteers have continued to 
catalogue all the books and pamphlets which the Rev. McMillan left to the 
congregation. The library collection of books and documents is large and unique with 
the library opening planned for late 2024. 
Church events: 
Throughout the year a number of devotional and social events were held. Members 
of our congregation along with those of other local churches participated in the World 
Day of Prayer service which was held in the neighbouring Presbyterian Church. Our 
members also participated in the Dunmurry Churches Together services held at 
Easter and Christmas. 
Throughout the year Dunmurry NSPCI was represented at the Bangor Presbytery 
meetings and the annual Synod meeting. During the year Rev. Dr. D. Steers and 
secretary Mrs M. Graham met with representatives from Rosemary Street, All Souls 
and Mount Pottinger churches (the 4 churches) with the aim of collaborating on a 
range of initiatives to promote the denomination and meet socially. A series of events 
including quiz nights, walking tours and a reading of all the names of those who lost 
their lives during the Troubles as listed in the book ‘Lost Lives’ was agreed for 
2023/24 with each church taking the lead for an agreed event. It is the intent that this 
initiative will be on-going and extended more widely within the denomination. 
Rev. McMillan Garden: 
The main highlight of the year was the opening of the Rev. McMillan Garden. After 
many months of planning and hard work, on a sunny June Saturday, the ribbon was 



cut by the McMillan family and the garden declared open. The garden design was 
created by Frances Gibson and the sculpture by Tim Mulchinock in collaboration with 
Mrs Sheila McMillan. The service of dedication held in the church was well attended 
by the congregation and guests from the local community and flower arranging 
organisations with which the Rev. McMillan had been associated. This is a beautiful 
space for quiet reflection. 
Congregational Social Events: 
In August we held our first Church BBQ since covid. Despite the inclement weather it 
was well supported and enjoyed by all. Thanks to the men who cooked on the BBQ 
and ladies who supplied the salads. It is our plan that this will become an annual 
event for our congregation. 
In December we held our first Carols by Candlelight service supported by the 
Harmonic Sounds Concert Band. This service was widely publicised, and we were 
delighted that so many visitors attended filling the church. It was pleasing to see that 
many joined us for the supper which followed. Thanks especially goes to Mrs 
Heather Douglas who sourced and arranged the many candles which decorated the 
church. It is hoped that this service will now become an annual occasion alongside 
our Easter and Harvest services when the church is also decorated. 
In collaboration with the 4 churches noted above, quiz nights have been held in 
Dunmurry and thanks goes to John and Sandra Neill for undertaking the demanding 
role as quiz masters. 
Warm Space: 
In January recognising that the high cost of heating was causing hardship for many 
in the wider community, the McCleery Hall was opened to all on Thursday mornings 
(10am-12pm) offering tea/coffee and a place to have a good chat. This was widely 
advertised and welcomed by many as a pleasant time to relax and reminisce. The 
Warm Space was open throughout most of the year, closing for the summer. 
First Aid Training: 
This essential training, held in the hall, was quickly filled. It was organised by Mrs 
Emma McCrudden and good to see that we now have so many in the congregation 
holding first aid certificates. 
Community Events: 
Where possible, the church and committee support local initiatives. European 
Heritage Open Days (EHOD):- Following on from 2022, the church opened its doors 
for EHOD which is held annually in September. This year Rev. Dr. Steers again 
conducted a tour of the church graveyard identifying a different number of 
headstones which were to all on the tour a fascinating history of those buried in the 
grounds. Although visitor numbers were low, we agreed that the effort is worthwhile. 
McCleery Hall: 
The Bailie School of Irish dance and Yoga with Gill continue to rent the hall and it is 
good to see this engagement with the local community. 
The monthly Gardening Club has also had another successful year with expert guest 
speakers speaking on a wide range of topics. 



Thank you to the many volunteers who support the upkeep and church 
management. 
The weekly Sunday Free Will Offering collections are counted and lodged by Mrs H. 
Douglas Thanks also to the church treasurers Mrs S. McBride and Mrs K. Yuille for 
maintaining the accounts. 
Social media: 
The church’s Facebook page and website are the envy of many of our sister 
churches. On behalf of the committee I would like to thank Mrs E. McCrudden for her 
time given to maintaining and updating weekly uploads and pictures on the 
Facebook page and website. These media sites are highly viewed and favourably 
commented on by many. The social media platforms have given Dunmurry the 
opportunity to reach a wider audience. The wider reach has also been maintained 
through up-loads of readings, homilies and history by the Rev. Dr. Steers. 
The Glebe: 
Maintaining the Glebe is on-going due to the age of the building. Damp is a 
persistent problem in the downstairs rooms and requires frequent monitoring and 
attention. During the year all the library books were relocated to the session room to 
allow for restorative work to be undertaken in the library followed by redecoration. 
Having controlled the dampness in the room it is hoped that the freshly painted 
library, will be an inspiring resource to many when it is officially opened. 
Church catering: 
The catering team under the direction of Mrs S McBride have had another busy year 
providing refreshments for the various occasions held. The opportunity of meeting up 
with members of the congregation and other visitors is an important part of church 
activity and the time given by the ladies team in organising and planning for each 
occasion is greatly appreciated. 
Finally on behalf of the committee I wish to thank the Rev. Dr. Steers and Mrs Steers 
for their commitment to the congregation and all the members who support the 
church not only with their time but also financially without all of which the church 
could not flourish. 

Mrs. Margaret Graham 
Honorary Secretary  
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lndependent Examiner's report to the Charity Trustees and Members of
Dunmurry Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church

I report on the accounts of the Church for the year ended 31 December 2023, which
are attached hereto.

Respective responsibilities of the charity trustees and the examiner

As the Charity Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the Charities Act (Northern lreland) 2008.

It is my responsibility to:

. examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act
o follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the

Commission under section 65(9Xb) of the Charities Act
. state whether particular matters have come to my attention

Basis of lndependent Examiner's Report

I have examined your Church accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities
Act and my. examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions
given by the Charity Commission for Northern lreland under section 65(9Xb) of the
Charities Act.

[/y examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the Church and
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. lt also included
consideration o[any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking
explanations from you as Church Trustees concerning any such matters.

lVy role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me
cause to believe:

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the
Charities Act

2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records

3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the
Charities Act

4. That there is furlher information needed for a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached



I ndependent Exam iner's Statement

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1)

to ( ) listed above and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity

Commission for Northern lreland, I have found no matters that require drawing to

Fellow of the lnstitute of Bankers in lreland

102 Circular Road Belfast BT4 2GE

25 April 2024

vour attention.

#^%1/
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Section A Receipts and payments

Unrestricted 
funds

Charity Funds 
& Restricted 

Funds

Endowment 
funds

Total funds Last year

 to the nearest      
£ 

to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £

A1 Receipts 
Congregational Collections 28293                               989                       29,282                   34,301 

do- Building Fund                             -                                -                          922 

Misc Income                             -                                -                       2,045 

Property & Invest Income                     51,069                             -                         51,069                   38,921 

Defibrillator                       1,258                         1,258                           -   

Donations & Bequests                       5,549                             -                           5,549                   20,500 

Charitable Donations                               -                             -                                -                             -   

                              -                             -                               -                                -                             -   

A1 Sub total (Gross income for 
the Annual Return) 

                    84,911                       2,247                             -                         87,158                   96,689 

A2 Asset and investment sales 
(see tables 1 and 2 in section 7 of 
the guidance) .

                              -                               -                               -                              -   

                              -                               -                               -                              -                               - 

A2 Sub total                               -                               -                               -                                -                             - 

Total receipts                  84,911                    2,247                            -                   87,158                96,689 

A3 Payments
Minister Salary NIC & Pulpit 
Supplies                       4,145                             -                           4,145                   18,625 

Minister travel and Tel                             -                               -                                -                          574 

 Property Costs                     18,299                             -                               -                         18,299                   22,537 

Organist                       3,270                             -                           3,270                     3,310 

Rates & Insurance                       4,548                             -                               -                           4,548                     4,457 

Charity & Denom Payments                       2,666                          475                             -                           3,141                     2,781 

Other Exp                       8,405                             -                               -                           8,405                   10,539 

Ofice Equip & Website                          240                             -                               -                              240                     2,184 

Defiibrillator                          242                       1,258                             -                           1,500                           -   

A3 Sub total                     41,815                       1,733                             -                         43,548                   65,007 

A4 Asset and investment 
purchases (see tables 1 and 2 in 
section 7 of the guidance)
Glenaan Ave                     16,388                               -                       16,388                 102,677 

Aegon                               -                              -                     30,000 

A4 Sub total                     16,388                               -                               -                       16,388                 132,677 

Total payments                  58,203                    1,733                            -                   59,936              197,684 

Net of receipts/(payments)                  26,708                       514                            -                   27,222 -            100,995 

A5 Transfers between funds                            -                          -                            -                                -                        -   

A6 Cash funds last year end                165,149                       871                     166,020              230,897 

Cash funds this year end                191,857                    1,385                          -                   193,242              129,902 

Unrestricted Fund Assets also include the following

M& G Charifund - 7450 units
Aegon Investments  - Cost £120,000
3 Glenburn Ford - cost £109,000
6 Glenaan Avenue - Cost £119,000

The following assets have not been valued and have been held for many years
Church in Dunmurry
Church Hall
Manse
14 Glebe Road
Graveyard and grounds adjacent to Church
Various ground rents

Contingent Liability

31/12/2019

 The former minister is in dispute with the church.
The church committee believe they have a robust defence, 
but ultimately any final settlement, if any,will be determined 

by an employment tribunal. 

Charity Name
1st Presbyterian (Non-subscribing) Church DuNMURRYCharity No. NIC101607

Receipts and payments accounts
For the period 

from
01/01/2019

To
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