School Aid Romania

Northern Ireland - Charity number 100954

Details
Known as SAR
Status Overdue
Registered 2015-04-14
Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register
Contact
Address 8 The Willows
Mullaghmore Road
Dungannon
Bt70 1gh
BT70 1QH
Phone 07711649808
Email schoolaidromania@btinternet.com
Activities

Purposes: The Organisation is established: to advance the education of children in Northern Ireland and
Romania; to relieve poverty and sickness among children in Romania.

What the charity does: The prevention or relief of poverty, The advancement of education, The advancement
of health or the saving of lives,The relief of those in need by reason of youth, age, ill-health, disability,
financial hardship or other disadvantage

How the charity works: Cross-border/cross-community,Human rights/equality,Overseas aid/famine
relief,Volunteer development,Youth development

Who the charity helps: Children (5-13 year olds),Mental health,Overseas/developing countries,Preschool
(0-5 year olds),Specific areas of deprivation,Unemployed/low income,Youth (14-25 year olds)

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-03-31 £2,915 £3,081 £0 0
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed
Miss Nicola Mccreesh

Mr Andrew Clifford

Mr Jim Mcquaid

Mr Paul Cason

Mrs Glennis Doherty

Mrs Kelley Mckenna

Mrs Mary Hogg

Mrs Una Lennon
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School Aid Romania

Accountants’ Report on the Unaudited Accounts to School Aid Romania

As described on page 3 vou have approved the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2024 set out on pages 2
to 4. In accordance with your instructions we have compiled these unaudited accounts from the accounting
records and information and explanations supplied to us.

/

4
Brian Robinson Accountancy Ltd
Chartered Accountant

30 Main Street

Castlecaulfield

Dungannon

Co Tyrone BT70 3NF

2 May 2024
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Income
Donations
Gift Aid

Expenses
Accountancy

Bank charges

Travel & Project Costs
Clothing costs

Net Surplus (Deficit)

School Aid Romania

Income and expenditure account
for the year ended 31 March 2024

2024

360
87
2,103
531

Page 2

2,836
9

2915

(3.081)

(166)

2023

360
a8
3,364
593

2,070

2,070

(4,415)

(2,345)




Current assets
Debtors
Cash at bank and in hand

Current liabilities (note 3)
Accruals

MNet current assets
Total assets less current

liabilities

Capital account
Brought forward at 1 April 2023
Surplus (Deficit) for the year

Notes

School Aid Romania

Balance sheet

as at 31 March 2024

2024

17,080

17,080

1,660

15,420

15420

15,586
{166)

15,420

2023

13,214
4,265
17,479
1,893
15,586
15,586
17,931
(2,345)
15,586

I approve these accounts and confirm that I have made available all relevant records and information for their

preparation,

Mr Jim MeQuaid
Treasurer

Date: 2nd May 2024
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1.1.

1.2.

School Aid Romania
MNotes to the accounts
for the vear ended 31 March 2024

Accounting policies

Accounting convention

The accounts are prepared under the historical cost convention modified when necessary to include the

revaluation of certain fixed assets,

Income
Income represents donations received and gift aid claimable on same.

Debtors 2024

Other Debtors . E

Current liabilities 2024
£
Accruals 1,660

Page 4

2023

1,893
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School Aid Romania

Accountants' Report on the Unaudited Accounts to School Aid Romania

As described on page 3 you have approved the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023 set outl on pages 2
to 4. In accordance with your instructions we have compiled these unaudited accounts from the accounting
records and information and explanations supplied to us.

Brian Robinson Accountancy Ltd

Chartergd Accountant
30 Main Street
Castlecaulfield
Dungannon

Co Tyrone BT70 3NP

26 April 2024
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Income
Donations

Expenses
Accountancy

Bank charges

Travel & Project Costs
Clothing costs

Net Surplus (Deficit)

School Aid Romania

Income and expenditure account
for the year ended 31 March 2023

2023

360
a3
3,364
5493

Page 2

2,070
2,070

(4.415)
(2,345)

2022

360
ol
4,162

4,651

4,651

(4.582)
69



School Aid Romania

Balance sheet
as at 31 March 2023

2023 2022
Notes £ £ £ £
Current assets
Debtors 2 13,214 14,637
Cash at bank and in hand 42635 4,234
17.479 18,871

Current liabilities (note 3)
Accruals 1,893 940
Met current assets 15,586 17.931
Total assets less current

liabilities 15,586 17.931
Capital account

Brought forward at 1 April 2022 17,931 17,862
Surplus (Deficit) for the yvear (2,345) 69

15,586 17,931

I approve these accounts and confirm that I have made available all relevant records and information for their

preparation.
)

Un @
Mr Jim McQuaid
Treasurer

Date: 26th April 2024
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1.1.

1.2.

School Aid Romania
MNotes to the accounts
for the year ended 31 March 2023

Accounting policies

Accounting convention

The accounts arc prepared under the historical cost convention maodified when necessary to include the

revaluation of certain fixed assets.

Income
Income represents donations received and gift aid claimable on same.

Debtors 2023
: £
Other Deblors 13,214
Current liabilities 2023
£
Accruals 1,803

Page 4

2022

14,637

2022

940
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School Aid Romania
8 The Willows, Mullaghmore Road, Dungannon, Co Tyrone, BT70 1QH
NI Charity Commission Number — 100954

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
THIS REPORT COVERS THE YEAR 1/4/22 - 31/3/23

Trustees who served during the year: Andrew Clifford, Mary Hogg, JimMcQuaid, Paul Carson,
Glennis Doherty, NicolaMcCreesh, Mrs Kelley McKenna.

Trustees on the date this report was approved: Andrew Clifford, Mary Hogg, Jim McQuaid,
Paul Carson, Glennis Doherty, Nicola McCreesh, Mrs Kelley McKenna

Charitable Objectives:

Advance the education of children in Northern Ireland and Romania.

Provide and secure the provision of educational and recreational opportunities and practical
assistance for young people and their teachers in Northern Ireland to come together in a
non-sectarian context,

Relieve poverty and sickness among children in Romania.

Secure and provide, by joint ventures, material assistance to relieve the poverty and thereby
improve the well-being of the young people of Romania.

Charity Activities and Review of Year

School Aid Romania was established in 1991 and is a Northern Ireland cross community school based
charity which aims to relieve poverty and deprivation in Romania. Each year Lower Sixth students
from a number of schools travel to Romania over a number of weeks in January and February,
spending a week in the city of Brasov. Before travelling the students are involved in a number of fund
raising activities in their local communities. School Aid Romania appreciates the fundraising efforts of
the students and is grateful to the continued support of their parents/guardians and local
communities and businesses across Morthern Ireland.

As this was the first visit post COVID, Mr Andrew Clifford made an inspection visit in early November.
He was happy that the trip could take place. In April Mr Jim McQuaid carried out a follow up visit. All
of the places and centres visited by the students were delighted with the success of the trip involving
the students.

As each passenger is allowed 32kg luggage allowance the students take out a considerable amount of
aid in their suitcases. This aid was sorted on the first full day in Romania. A lot of it is given to the
Nearly New shop in Harman. It proves very popular with the locals. Profits from the shop help sustain
the SFR houses that we support.

During their time in Romania the students visit an old people’s home, children’s homes, Special Needs
Centres, hospitals, schools and a Kindergarden. The groups also provide food and other necessary aid



to a number of very poor families in two remote villages. The staff visited the adult psychiatricin Mine
Una Mai and delivered parcels of aid to the patients. Before departure, permission is obtained from
the Department of Child Protection and Department of Public Health for these visits,

A number of years ago School Aid Romania purchased a minibus and subsequently a van. The minibus
is used on a daily basis to transport special needs children from one of the homes that we support to
the special school. The van is used to assist in the running of the three SFR homes that we support. It
is also used to provide ongoing aid to the poor families in the remote villages. Both vehicles are
available to us when we are in Romania. The van has been particularly useful during the winter trip.
Each afternoon the students, in groups, are responsible for the purchase of aid for the following day.
They load the aid into compartments in the back of the van and they are responsible for delivering the
aid to the appropriate destination the next day.

Each evening after dinner the students reflect on the events of the day and make suggestions about
how their money could be spent

On the visit to Dacia School each pupil was given a bag of food to take home, Thus larger families
received a proportionally larger amount of food. The students helped the smaller children carry the
food bags to their homes.

& highlight of this year's trip was again being able to again facilitate a reunion between Vasille and his
friends from Casa 5f Irlanda. Vasille was in the first group to be rescued from two Special Needs
orphanages and placed in Casa 5f Maria 16 years ago. After seven years in Maria he expressed a desire
to return to his family in Comona.

On the group’s visit to Comona food and clothes were distributed to a number of poor families.

All of the young people living in Casa Irlanda are now in paid employment and are able to live a
relatively independent life. They all use public transport and have their own bank accounts. Life for
them has certainly changed from their time in the orphanages.

The schools involved this year were:
5t. Patrick’s College, Maghera;
Methodist College, Belfast;

Forty students and four staff took part in the 2018 programme.

Chlarit',v Commissions Public Benefit Requirement: The trustees in setting the objectives and
planning the activities for the year have given careful consideration to the Charity Commission
for Northern Irelands guidance on public benefit to ensure that the activities have helped to
achieve the charity’s purposes and provide benefit to the beneficiaries.

Financial Review:

The financial report for the year was presented at the 2023 AGM and accepted and approved
by the trustees. Brian Robinson Accountancy Ltd has carried out a review of these accounts
and has completed an Independent examiner’s report on the accounts.

Income for the year was £2,070 and expenditure for the year amounted to £4,415 giving an
overall net defecit of £2,345far the year.

At the year end funds at bank amounted to £4,265.



The Trustees can confirm that the charity does not hold any funds that were materially in
deficit at the end of the year.
Signed on behalf of all Trustees by:

Jim McQuaid

Date: 08/05/2024
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Independent examiner’s report to the charity trustees of

School Aid Romania (Charity Number 100954)

1 report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2023, which are set out on pages |
to 4.

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008,

It is my responsibility to:

e cxamine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act

s follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under section
65(9)(h) of the Charities Act

e state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report

| have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my
examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)b) of the Charities Act.

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of
the accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the accounts, and secking explanations from you as charity trustees concerning any
such matters.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to
believe:

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Independent examiner’s statcment

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed
above and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern

Ireland, T have found no matters that require drawing to your attention.
Signed / —7

1 Robinson FCA

Relevant professional body: Chartered Accountants Treland
Address: 30 Main Street, Castlecaulfield, Dungannon, Co Tyrone, BT70 3NP
Date: 26/04/2024
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School Aid Romania

Accountants' Report on the Unaudited Accounts to School Aid Romania

As described on page 3 you have approved the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2019 set out on pages 2
to 4. In accordance with your instructions we have compiled these unaudited accounts from the accounting
records and information and explanations supplied to us.

fian Robinson Accountancy Ltd

Chartered Accountant
30 Main Street
Castlecaulfield
Dungannon

Co Tyrone BT70 3NP

20 January 2020
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Income
Donations
Gift Aid Repayments

Expenses

Insurance
Accountancy

Bank charges
Profit/loss on exchange
Travel & Project Costs
Clothing costs

Net Surplus

School Aid Romania

Income and expenditure account
for the year ended 31 March 2019

2019
£ £
107,179
12,903
120,082
1,753
500
131
291
91,644
5,387
(99,706)
20,376

Page 2

2018

1,594
480
193

81,018
4,220

84,028
8,738

92,766

(87,505)

5,261




Current assets
Debtors
Cash at bank and in hand

Current liabilities (note 3)
Accruals

Net current assets
Total assets less current

liabilities

Capital account
Brought forward at 1 April 2018
Surplus for the year

School Aid Romania

Balance sheet

as at 31 March 2019

2019
Notes £
2 12,903
20,531
33,434
683

2018

6,494
7,001

13,495

1,120

I approve these accounts and confirm that I have made available all relevant records and information for their

preparation.

Mr Jim McQuaid
Treasurer

Date: 20th January 2020

’_ 'vnl/MiC Wﬂ
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1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

School Aid Romania
Notes to the accounts
for the year ended 31 March 2019

Accounting policies

Accounting convention
The accounts are prepared under the historical cost convention modified when necessary to include the
revaluation of certain fixed assets.

Income
Income represents donations received and gift aid claimable on same.

Foreign currencies

Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies are translated into sterling at the rates
of exchange prevailing at the accounting date. Transactions in foreign currencies are recorded at the
date of the transactions. All differences are taken to the Profit and Loss account.

Debtors 2019 2018

£ £
Other Debtors 12,903 6,494
Current liabilities 2019 2018

£ £

Accruals 683 1,120

Page 4
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School Aid Romania
8 The Willows, Mullaghmore Road, Dungannon, Co Tyrone, BT70 1QH
NI Charity Commission Number — 100954

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
THIS REPORT COVERS THE YEAR 1/4/18 - 31/3/19

Trustees who served during the year: Andrew Clifford, Mary Hogg, JimMcQuaid, Paul
Carson, Glennis Doherty, Nicola McCreesh, Kelley McKenna.

Trustees on the date this report was approved: Andrew Clifford, Mary Hogg, Jim McQuaid,
Paul Carson, Glennis Doherty, Nicola McCreesh, Mrs Kelley McKenna

Charltable Objectives:

Advance the education of children in Northern Ireland and Romania.

Provide and secure the provision of educatlona! and recreational opportunities and practical
assistance for young people and their teachers in Northern Ireland to come togetherin a
non-sectarian context.

Relieve poverty and sickness among children in Romania.

Secure and provide, by joint ventures, material assistance to relieve the poverty and thereby
improve the well-being of the young people of Romania.

Charity Activities and Review of Year

School Aid Romania was established in 1991 and is a Northern Ireland cross community school based
charity which aims to relleve poverty and deprivation in Romania. Each year Lower Sixth students
from a number of schools travel to Romania over a number of weeks in January and February,
spending a week in the city of Brasov. Before travelling the students are involved in 2 number of
fund raising activities in their local communities. School Aid Romania appreciates the fundraising
efforts of the students and is grateful to the continued support of their parents/guardians and local
communities and businesses across Northern Ireland.

As each passenger is allowed 32kg luggage allowance the students take out a considerable amount
of aid in their suitcases. This aid was sorted on the first full day in Romania. A lot of it is given to the
Nearly New shop in Harman. It proves very popular with the locals. Profits from the shop help
sustain the SFR houses that we support.

During their time in Romania the students visit an old people’s home, children’s homes, Special
Needs Centres, hospitals, schools and a Kindergarden. The groups also provide food and other
necessary aid to a number of very poor families in two remote villages. The staff visited the adult
psychiatric in Mine Una Mai and delivered parcels of aid to the patients. Before departure,
permission is obtained from the Department of Child Protection and Department of Public Health for
these visits.



A number of years ago School Aid Romanla purchased a minibus and subsequently a van. The
minibus is used on a daily basis to transport special needs children from one of the homes that we
support to the special school. The van is used to assist in the running of the three SFR homes that we
support. It is also used to provide ongoing aid to the poor families in the remote villages. Both
vehicles are available to us when we are in Romania. The van has been particularly useful during the
winter trip. Each afternoon the students, in groups, are responsible for the purchase of aid for the
following day. They load the aid into compartments in the back of the van and they are responsible
for delivering the aid to the appropriate destination the next day.

Mrs Mary Hogg, from Cookstown High School! travelled to Brasov in July 2018 to prepare for the
winter trips. She organised a number of recreational visits for the young people in Harman. She
brought with her a number of protective sheets for the Old People’s Home in Sacele.

The schools involved this January and February 2019 were:
St. Patrick’s College, Maghera;

Methodist College, Belfast;

The High School, Cookstown;

St. Patrick’s Grammar School, Armagh;

St. Patrick’s High School, Keady;

Each evening after dinner the students reflect on the events of the day and make suggestions about
how their money could be spent. In February 2014 the students suggested that we invest in paving
outside Casa Sf Patrick so that the two girls In the house, who are in wheelchairs, wouid be able to
spend time outside. The work started that summer and in autumn 2018 the project was finally
compieted with the entire yard being paved. The paving contains the wording SAR 2014.

During reflection two of the groups suggested building a new house for Maria and her son,
Gheorghe, who lived In a tumbled down house in Comona. The students were horrified at the
conditions they were [iving In. This project was completed using local workers during the summer
2019,

Groups 2 and 3 were invited to visit the Blind Center and a treadmill was purchased.
The students suggested that we continue to purchase wood for two old ladies in Dacia and Comina.
One hundred and nineteen students and fourteen staff took part in the 2019 programme,

On the visit to Dacla School each local pupil was given a bag of food to take home. Thus larger
families received a proportionally larger amount of food. The students helped the smaller children
carry the food bags to their homes. We discovered an exceptionally poor famlly with five children
living In the village and extra aid was provided to them.

Clothes, nappies and a food parcel were provided to 15 poor families in Comona village. The
students carried the aid into the houses allowing them the opportunity to see into very basic homes
in a poor village.

All of the young people living in Casa Irlanda are still in paid employment and are able to five a
relatively independent life. They all use public transport and have their own bank accounts. Life for
them has certainly changed from their time in the orphanages.



Charity Commissions Public Benefit Requirement: The trustees in setting the objectives and
planning the actlvities for the year have given careful consideration to the Charity
Commission for Northern Irelands guidance on public benefit to ensure that the activities
have helped to achieve the charity’s purposes and provide benefit to the beneficiaries.

Financial Review:

The financial report for the year was presented at the 2019 AGM and accepted and
approved by the trustees. Brian Robinson Accountancy Ltd has carried out a review of these
accounts and has completed an Independent examiner’s report on the accounts.

Income for the year was £120,179 and expenditure for the year amounted to £99,706 giving
an overall net surplus of £20,376 for the year.

At the year end funds at bank amounted to £1,749.

The Trustees can confirm that the charity does not hold any funds that were materially in
deficit at the end of the year.

Signed on behalf of all Trustees by:
1
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Jim McQuaid

Date: 25/01/2019
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Independent examiner’s report to the charity trustees of

School Aid Romania (Charity Number 100954)

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2019, which are set out on pages 1
to 4.

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.

It is my responsibility to:

e examine the accounts under section 65 of the Charities Act

¢ follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Commission under section
65(9)(b) of the Charities Act
e state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report

I have examined your charity accounts as required under section 65 of the Charities Act and my
examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission for Northern Ireland under section 65(9)(b) of the Charities Act.

My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of
the accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as charity trustees concerning any
such matters.

My role is to state whether any material matters have come to my attention giving me cause to
believe:

1. That accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 63 of the Charities Act
2. That the accounts do not accord with those accounting records
3. That the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act

4. That there is further information needed for a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Independent examiner’s statement

I have completed my examination and have no concerns in respect of the matters (1) to (4) listed
above and, in connection with following the Directions of the Charity Commission for Northern
Ireland, I have found no matters that require drawing to your attention.

Signed : / %
Name; Bri obinson FCA

Relevant professional body: Chartered Accountants Ireland
Address: 30 Main Street, Castlecaulfield, Dungannon, Co Tyrone, BT70 3NP
Date: 20/01/2020
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