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Forum in Omagh for Community
Understanding and Support
Northern Ireland · Charity number 100580

Details

Known as F.O.C.U.S.

Status Received

Registered 2014-12-04

Register View on the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland register

Contact

Address 2Nd Floor
2 Drumragh Avenue
Omagh
Ground Floor
County Tyrone
Bt78 1dp
BT78 1DP

Phone 028 8224 0991

Email info@omaghfocused.org

Website www.focuscommunity.co.uk

Activities

Purposes: The objects of the Forum shall be to promote the benefit of people resident in Omagh Town and
surrounding district of Omagh Town (the "area of benefit") without discrimination on the grounds of sex, age,
disability or of political, religious or other opinions by associating the appropriate statutory authorities,
voluntary organisations and local inhabitants in a common effort to advance education, promote the
protection and preservation of health, relieve poverty, and to provide or assist in the provision of facilities in
the interests of social welfare for recreation and other leisure-time occupation. With the object of improving
the conditions of life for the said people and in particular: (a) Promote education and awareness of good
citizenship among residents in the area of benefit; (b) Provide encouragement and practical support services
to existing and new community-based charitable organisations in the area of benefit (herinafter called "the
associations") designed to increase their efficiency and effectiveness in acheiving their charitable objects.

What the charity does: The advancement of citizenship or community development

How the charity works: Advice/advocacy/information,Community
development,Cross-border/cross-community,Disability,Education/training,Gender,General charitable
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purposes,Human rights/equality,Urban development,Volunteer development

Who the charity helps: Adult training,General public,Learning disabilities,Men,Mental health,Older
people,Physical disabilities,Tenants,Travellers,Voluntary and community sector,Volunteers

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £81,109 £88,723 £0 2

2024-03-31 £83,358 £85,883 £0 3

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Hazel Mcguigan

Jim Sharkey

Mary T Conway
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FOCUS

ANNUAL REPORT 2023

In April of this year, FOCUS commenced another yearly
contract of core funding from the Community Investment
Fund delivered by the
Department  for  Communities.  This  funding  has  been
allocated on a yearly basis for now, and the funding this
year  which  will  take  us  up  to  March  2024.  The
organisation  continues  to  support  community  groups in
the area.

FOCUS continue to operate at its full potential. FOCUS
has  been  accepted  to  sit  as  a  social  partner  on  the
Peace  Plus  Partnership  for  Fermanagh & Omagh,  the
Neighbourhood  Renewal  Partnership,  Omagh
Independent  Advice Services,  Omagh Forum for  Rural
Associations and Omagh Community House.

FOCUS were successful  in  obtaining funding from the
Homeless Prevention fund within NIHE. The funding will
help create a Community Café space for all.

FOCUS were also successful  with an application for  a
Carers  project  from  the  Dept  for  Health  via  the
Community Foundation NI. The project will run for two
years and will  include activities, events and advocacy
for Carers in the Omagh area.

An application to the Arts Council for the creation of an
Omagh Samba Band has been successful and sessions
have been running for a number of weeks.

FOCUS continues to provide full line-management for the
New  Beginnings,  Community  Voices”  project  based
within Omagh Community House, which is now finishing
up  its  fourth  year,  with  the  hope  of  a  successful
application for year 5.

Forum in Omagh for Community Understanding & Support (FOCUS)



Throughout the year, FOCUS continue to work in the 
background with groups, ensuring that their finances and 
Governance is in good standing and to assist them with 
returns to the Charity Commission and for new groups, 
assistance in registering as a Charity.
 
FOCUS continue to provide resources and equipment to 
Community Groups in order that they can host 
events/activities with the most up-to-date technology and 
audio-visual equipment

As  an  organisation,  we  have  great  support  from  the
management committee and its members have showed a
lot of time and dedication to FOCUS. We hope to continue
to learn from the vast experience at hand and to thank
them for their continuous support and guidance.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2022 

 
FOCUS have had another active year in the Community & Voluntary sector. 
Focus have participated in local Council's Community Planning process, 
engaging with the public during the consultation period by presenting key 
factors of the process. Focus have joined the CVS Forum and have been 
involved in Community & Voluntary Sector activities. 
 
Focus are represented as a Social Partner on the PeacePlus Partnership 
Board for Fermanagh & Omagh.  
Focus continued to provide full assistance and support to Omagh Access 
Forum as they continue on their lobbying role on accessibility issues for 
people with a disability. Focus provided practical resources on a loan basis to 
groups on a daily basis. Resources include laptops, tablets, projectors and PA 
system. 
Focus continue to provide full admin support to Omagh Safer Streets Ltd in 
their provision of CCTV for Omagh Town centre. 
 
Focus completed Training needs analysis on a number of groups during a 
focus group and process of reporting to the Charity 
Commission was highlighted as a priority.  
Also highlighted within the analysis was the need for outcomes based 
accountability training.  
Focus continue to meet the needs of local organisations by providing general 
support and 
advice, especially around Governance and finances. During 2021/22, Focus 
attended 94 meetings of various group members. 
Focus has assisted 12 member groups in preparing for their own AGM as well 
as independently examining accounts for 10 groups' AGM reports. 
 
FOCUS also provide steering and line management for the New Beginnings, 
Community Voices project, funded by The Executive Office’s Central Good 
Relations Fund.  
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