
TAR 1 March 2012 

 

Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

1st April 2021 31st March 2022 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name Ashdown Forest Trust 
 

Other names charity is known by  
 

Registered charity number (if any) 800437  
 

Charity's principal address 
 
East Sussex County Council 

County Hall, St Anne’s Crescent 

LEWES 

Postcode BN7 1UE 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 
East Sussex 
County Council 

   

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     
 

 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 
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Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

Advice on finance, land 
& rent issues 

Ros Parker Chief Operating Officer, East Sussex County Council, 
County Hall. St Anne’s Crescent, Lewes BN7 1UE 

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 
 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document 
(e.g. trust deed, constitution) 

Trust Deed 

How the charity is constituted 
(e.g. trust, association, company) 

Trust 

Trustee selection methods 
(e.g. appointed by, elected by) 

Elected by East Sussex County Council 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

 policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

 the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

 relationship with any related 
parties; 

 trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

Under the East Sussex County Council’s constitution, the Chief Operating 
Officer has delegated authority to exercise day to day management of the 
Ashdown Forest Trust and to agree the Annual Report and Accounts, 
following consultation with the Lead Members for Community Economy & 
Environment. 

 
 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of 
the charity set out in its 
governing document 

To promote the conservation of Ashdown Forest as a quiet and 
natural area of outstanding beauty as an amenity and a place of 
resort for members of the public. 



TAR 3 March 2012 

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees 
have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the 
Charity Commission on 
public benefit) 

 
 
Grants to the Conservators of Ashdown Forest to further their 
activities in managing the forest. 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

 policy on grantmaking; 

 policy programme related 
investment;  

 contribution made by 
volunteers.  

 

 

Section D                      Achievements and performance 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

In 2021-22 the trust gave grants of £65,100.00 to the Conservators of 
Ashdown Forest in order that they could use this grant to carry out the 
trust’s objectives.  

 



TAR 5 March 2012 

Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

To maintain the level of reserves as far as possible by ensuring annual 
expenditure does not exceed income. 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

None 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

 the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

 how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

 investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

The charity’s main source of income is rent from the Royal Ashdown 
Forest Golf Club. 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 

  

Full name(s) Ros Parker Cllr Nick Bennett 

                  Position Chief Operating Officer Trustee 
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Date  
26 January 2023 
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Independent examiner's report on the 
accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 
members of 

Charity Name 

ASHDOWN FOREST TRUST 

  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31st March 2022 Charity no 
(if any) 

800437 

  

Set out on pages 1-22 
 

  

 
 
 
Responsibilties and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31/03/2022. 
 
As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 
(“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of  the Trust’s accounts carried out 
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 
of the Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements 
concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement 
that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply. 
  

Signed: 

 

Date: 26/1/2023 

  

Name: Caroline Clarke 

  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

ACA 
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Address: 99 Western Road 

 Lewes 

 BN7 1RS 
 

 

Section B                           Disclosure  

 

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material matters of concern 
(see CC32, Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and 
guidance for examiners).  

 

Give here brief details of 
any items that the 
examiner wishes to 
disclose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


