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WOOLSTORE COUNTRY THEATRE
England & Wales · Charity number 800154

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1988-09-30

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Garden Cottage
Lower Mere Park Farm
Mere Park
Mere
Warminster
Wiltshir

Phone 01985248112

Website www.thewoolstoretheatre.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC IN THE DRAMATIC AND OPERATIC ARTS AND TO FURTHER THE
DEVELOPEMNT OF PUBLIC APPRECIATION AND TASTE IN THE SAID ARTS.

Activities: To educate in the dramatic and operatic arts and the further the development of public
appreciation of the same.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Other Charitable Activities

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Wiltshire

https://opencharities.uk/ew/800154
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=800154
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-06-30 £49,000 £54,000 - -

2024-06-30 £51,000 £53,000 - -

2023-06-30 £37,000 £51,000 - -

2022-06-30 £23,331 £28,092 - -

2021-06-30 £9,871 £19,224 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Gavin John Park Chair 2025-04-11

Alan Biggs 2022-04-11

Bridget Katharine Eileen Lorimer Treasurer 2020-01-20

Caroline Thornton 2021-04-16

David Russell North 2025-04-11

Elliot Gross 2025-10-13

Heather Mary Earley 2025-04-11

JENNIFER JOHNSON 2024-04-12

James Ellen 2025-07-21

Kathryn Heppinstall 2025-10-13

Philip Stunell 2025-09-15
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WOOLSTORE COUNTRY THEATRE
Charity Number 800154

Trustees' Annual Report
for the year ended 30th June 2025

The Trustees during the period from the previous report were as follows:
To keep members fully informed of the changes the list exceeds the 30th June date.

Angus Robert Bramwell (Chairman) – Retd 11th April 2025
Mrs Jennifer Johnson (Secretary) Appointed 12th April 2024
Mr David North  (Membership)
Mrs Diane Harvey (FOH) Retd 11th April 2025
Bridget Lorimer (Treasurer)
William Johnson (Artistic Director) Retd 11th April 2025
Alan Biggs (Appointed 11 April 2022)
Caroline Thornton (Bar) Appointed 16 April 2025
Martin Steel (VC)  Retd 11th April 2025
Keith Rattray Retd June 2025
Rev Clifford George Stride Retd September 2025
Gavin John Park – (Chairman Appointed) 21st July 2025
Heather Mary Earley (FOH & Maintenance) Appointed September & April respectively 2025)
Richard Malcom Munro (Appointed/Retd April 2025) 
James Ellen Appointed 21st July 2025
Philip Stunell Appointed 15th September 2025
Elliot Gross (Co-opted 15th September 2025) 
Kathryn Heppinstall (Co-opted 15th September 2025)

Structure and Governance

The Charity was established by Trust Deed in 1968 and is registered with the Charity Commission
(number 800154).    The Premises are the Woolstore Theatre,  High Street,  Codford,  Warminster,
Wiltshire,  BA12  0NE.    Contact  details  are:   The  Secretary,  Woolstore  Country  Theatre,  Hope
Cottage, Townsend, Wylye, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 0RY.

Officers and Trustees are elected by the members at the Annual General Meeting. Trustees are not 
remunerated and no expenses are incurred. Training is provided by the existing Trustees.

Objectives and Activities

The Objects of the Charity are to educate the public in the dramatic and operatic arts and to further
the development of public appreciation of the same.   It is organised as an independent association of
local residents who become members by subscription.   The main activity is the production of plays,
drama and musicals by amateurs.   Trips to professional performances of plays are organised and the
theatre also shows films and organises workshops and is used by local organisations for varying
events.

The charity received £2,410 in subscription in the year (2024: £2,198) and is focused on expanding
the membership in future periods.  

The Trustees confirm that they have referred to the guidance contained in the Charities Commission’s
general guidance on public benefit and consider that the activities and decisions of the charity are
conducted in accordance with the guidance.

Achievements and Performance 

The charity has had a busy year, producing a variety of productions, all of which made a profit. The
productions that have taken place are: a festival of one act plays, including festival winner ‘Gilly’s
Gem’, a night at the Opera, a sing-along to The Greatest Showman, Measure for Measure by the
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Commandery Players, the singing duo ‘Coda’, three nights of one act plays, Rudolph and the Jingle
Tree, and 11 film nights.

The success of these productions and events has meant that the charity has been able to reinvest
profits  to  continue  upgrading  the  lighting  and  sound  equipment,  allowing  the  theatre  to  further
increase its appeal.

Finally, although by no means least, being able to undertake such a varied collection of activities,
would not be possible without the passion and dedication from the charity’s body of volunteers, who
give their time and expertise for the good of the charity and the local community. The eclectic mix of
skills and talent provided by the volunteers ranges from Directors for the plays and musicals, to actors
and singers, to the wardrobe and props, to design and printing of the programmes, to the people who
help backstage, front of house, running the bar and overall keeping the theatre a welcoming place to
visit.

We could not function without the dedication of these volunteers, and the support of our members,
who collectively are our greatest achievement. To all, we offer the sincerest of gratitude and thanks.

Financial review 

In order to ensure the ongoing success of the theatre a programme of improvements and repairs has
been initiated and will continue into the current period. 

In the year ended 30th June 2023 a programme of  electrical  and lighting repairs was completed.
Additional refurbishment has continued in the two years since, including new carpets and general
maintenance. Repair and maintenance costs in the year ended 30 th June 2025 totalled £6,429 (2024:
£10,157).

Capital expenditure in the year ended 30th June 2025 totalled £17,549 (2024: £6,084).

Net outgoing resources in the year ended 30th June 2025 were £5,050 (2024: £1,701).

The charity has sufficient reserves to ensure that these costs can be incurred to ensure the future
success of the Woolstore. 

The Trustees keep the risks affecting the Theatre under review and also the policies relating to child
protection, equality, health and safety etc with which we have to comply.   

The investments,  managed by professional  stockbrokers on behalf  of  the charity  were valued at
£229,969 at 30th June 2025 (2024: £229,335). The value of these shares is under close scrutiny and
regular review. 

Trustee’s responsibilities statement 

The  trustees are  responsible  for  preparing  the  trustees'  report and  the  financial  statements in
accordance  with  applicable  law  and  United  Kingdom  Accounting  Standards  (United  Kingdom
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

The law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the charity trustees to prepare financial
statements for each year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the
incoming resources and application of resources, of the charity for that period.

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

· select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

· observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;

· make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
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· state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material
departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

· prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume
that the charity will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and
explain the  charity's transactions and disclose with reasonable  accuracy at any time the financial
position  of  the  charity and  enable  them to  ensure  that  the  financial  statements comply  with  the
Charities Act 2011, the applicable Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations, and the provisions
of the Trust Deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The trustees' annual report was approved on……………………………….. and signed on behalf of the
board of trustees by:

Signed on behalf of the Charity's Trustees

 

……………………………………….
Chairman
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WOOLSTORE COUNTRY THEATRE
Charity Number 800154

Trustees' Annual Report
for the year ended 30th June 2023

The Trustees during the period from the previous report were as follows:

Angus Robert Bramwell (Chairman)
Mrs Sarah Archer (Secretary) 
Mr David North
Mrs Diane Harvey
Bridget Lorimer (Treasurer)
William Johnson (Appointed 10 October 2022)
Louise Nash (Appointed 25 July 2022), Resigned January 2024) 
Mike Walker (Appointed 11 April 2022, Resigned 2023)
Alan Biggs (Appointed 11 April 2022)
Caroline Thorton (Appointed 16 April 2021)
Martin Steel (Appointed January 2023)
Keith Rattray (Appointed 24 August 2023)

Structure and Governance

The  Charity  was  established  by  Trust  Deed  in  1968  and  is  registered  with  the  Charity
Commission (number 800154).   The Premises are the Woolstore Theatre, High Street, Codford,
Warminster,  Wiltshire,  BA12 0NE.    Contact  details  are:   The Secretary,  Woolstore  Country
Theatre, Hope Cottage, Townsend, Wylye, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 0RY.

Officers and Trustees are elected by the members at the Annual General Meeting.   Trustees are 
not remunerated and no expenses are incurred. Training is provided by the existing Trustees.

Objectives and Activities

The Objects of the Charity are to educate the public in the dramatic and operatic arts and to
further the development of public appreciation of the same.   It is organised as an independent
association of local residents who become members by subscription.   The main activity is the
production of plays, drama and musicals by amateurs.   Trips to professional performances of
plays are organised and the theatre also shows films and organises workshops and is used by
local organisations for varying events.

The  charity  received  £1,910  in  subscription  in  the  year  (2022:  £2,069)  and  is  focused  on
expanding the membership in future periods.  

The  Trustees  confirm  that  they  have  referred  to  the  guidance  contained  in  the  Charities
Commission’s general guidance on public benefit and consider that the activities and decisions of
the charity are conducted in accordance with the guidance.
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Achievements and Performance 

All  the activities of the Theatre involve a large number of people who give of their  time and
expertise. They range from the Directors of the plays and musicals, the actors and singers to the
wardrobe  and  props,  the  design  and  printing  of  the  programmes,  and  the  people  who  help
backstage.   Lastly there is the administration and the running of the bar and the cleaning.   We
could not function without the dedication of a large number of people, and the support of our
members.

We are fortunate to have this lovely Theatre on our doorstep.

Financial review 

In order to ensure the ongoing success of the theatre a programme of improvements and repairs
has been initiated and will continue into the current period. 

In the year ended 30th June 2023 a programme of electrical  and lighting repairs and general
maintenance was completed. Repairs and maintenance costs in the year ended 30 th June 2023
totalled £8,776.

Capital expenditure in the year ended 30th June 2023 totalled £17,573 including a considerable
investment in sound and lighting equipment.  A projector and projector screen costing £7,542
were acquired, which will remove the necessity of hiring such equipment in the future. 

During the current financial period since 1/7/2023 there has been further expenditure including
new carpets throughout the theatre and new furniture. A laptop and equipment for the online
booking systems has been acquired. Two Sum Up machines and a tablet to ease the functioning
of the bar have also been purchased. Our current project is to refurbish and upgrade the toilet
facilities. Lighting upgrades are ongoing.

Net outgoing resources in the year ended 30th June 2023 were £14,257 (2022: £4,761).

The charity has sufficient reserves to ensure that these costs can be incurred to ensure the future
success of the Woolstore. 

The Trustees keep the risks affecting the Theatre under review and also the policies relating to
child protection, equality, health and safety etc with which we have to comply.   

The investments, managed by professional stockbrokers on behalf of the charity were valued at
£216,348 at 30th June 2023 (2022: £244,014). The value of these shares is under close scrutiny
and regular review. The reduction in value is in line with expectations, given the current economic
climate. Whilst the investment values have reduced there is no intention of selling any substantial
amount of the portfolio and, over time it is felt the investment values should rise again. 

Trustee’s responsibilities statement 

The  trustees are  responsible for preparing the  trustees' report and  the  financial statements in
accordance  with  applicable  law and  United Kingdom Accounting  Standards (United Kingdom
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

The law applicable to charities in England and Wales  requires the charity  trustees to prepare
financial  statements for each year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the
charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources, of the charity for that period.

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:
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· select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

· observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;

· make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

· state  whether  applicable  UK  Accounting  Standards  have  been followed,  subject  to  any
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

· prepare the  financial statements on the going concern basis unless it  is inappropriate to
presume that the charity will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show
and  explain the  charity's transactions and disclose with reasonable  accuracy at any time the
financial  position of the charity and enable them to ensure that  the financial statements comply
with the Charities Act 2011, the applicable Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations, and the
provisions of the Trust Deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity
and  hence  for  taking  reasonable  steps  for  the  prevention  and  detection  of  fraud  and  other
irregularities.

The trustees' annual report was approved on………………………………..                                 and
signed on behalf of the board of trustees by:

Signed on behalf of the Charity's Trustees

 

……………………………………….
Chairman
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