
Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/702316 Page 1

COLUMBIA VILLAGE COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
England & Wales · Charity number 702316

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1989-12-12

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Columbia Community Association
Oxclose Road
Washington
Tyne And Wear
NE38 7EN

Phone 0191 4172081

Email columbiavillagecommunityassoc@gmail.com

Activities

Objects: A) TO PROMOTE THE BENEFIT OF THE INHABITANTS OF COLUMBIA & NEIGHBOURHOOD
WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX OR OF POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS BY
ASSOCIATING THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS & THE INHABITANTS IN A
COMMON EFFORT TO ADVANCE EDUCATION & TO PROVIDE FACILITIES IN HE INTERESTS OF
SOCIAL WELFARE FOR RECREATION & LEISURE TIME OCCUPATION WIT THE OBJECT IMPROVING
THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOR THE SAID INHABITANTS. B) TO ESTABLISH OR TO SECURE THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Activities: Columbia Community Centre is a locally run hub, offering free wifi, advice, help and support to all,
It holds regular committee meetings, trains and supports its volunteers and hosts regular group meetings
including weekly coffee mornings, friendship groups, senior clubs, ICT training, dance &amp; exercise
groups, yoga, war games society, craft activities, wildlife group and bookings for parties

https://opencharities.uk/ew/702316
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=702316
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: COLUMBIA AND NEIGHBOURHOOD

• Sunderland

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £22,955 £22,295 - -

2023-12-31 £34,993 £34,671 - -

2022-12-31 £31,127 £17,805 - -

2021-12-31 £448 £3,817 - -

2020-12-31 £12,165 £4,181 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Dianne Elizabeth Snowdon Chair 2022-04-12

John Robert Taylor 2022-04-12

Linda Robinson 2022-08-11

Marion Taylor 2021-09-15

https://opencharities.uk/ew/702316
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Legal and Administrative Information 

 
Name Columbia Village Community Association 
  
Reg’d Charity No 702316 
  
Structure Registered Charity 
  
Committee Members Pauline Scott (resigned June 23) 
 Dianne Snowdon 
 Marion Taylor 
 Trish Bernstine (Joined June 23)(Resigned Nov 23) 
 Linda Robson 
 Thelma Person 
 John Robert Taylor 
  
Bankers Lloyds Bank 
  
Independent 
Examiner 

M Benison 
Business Support OƯicer 
9 Rose Street West 
Shiney Row 
DH4 7HD 
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Trustees’ Annual Report 

Year Ending 31 December 2023 

The trustees present their report and account for the year ending 31 
December 2023. 

Aim, Objectives and Activities.  

The Columbia Community Association aims to provide a safe, warm, and 
comfortable environment for social recreation, leisure activities, and 
events for public benefit. The management committee is committed to 
making this facility available to the whole community. We provide activities 
and access to services for our young members as well as our older 
members. 

The management committee have regarded the charity commission's 
guidance on public benefit. 

Structure, finance and management 

Columbia Community Association has operated since the 1970s, delivering 
services and activities to the law community. Our constitution sets the 
appointed nominated oƯicers. The charity is managed and administered by 
a management committee. The current management committee was 
elected as per our constitution. 

The management committee holds regular meetings and has assessed the 
charity's significant risks. We are satisfied that systems are in place to 
mitigate exposure to substantial risks. Our considerable financial risk is the 
current economic crisis. 

Achievements and Performance 2023 

During this accounting. We have successfully taken over the building lease 
from Sunderland City Council. This is following an extensive refurbishment, 
which would not have been achieved without the dedication of our 
volunteers. The refurbishment included the installation of solar panels 
and radiator valves, works to ensure the redundant air raid shelter under 
the building was safe and secure, Refurbishment of doors, installation of a 
new kitchen, creation of a new community room, new flooring throughout 
the building and creation of a community hub we have also named all of 
our rooms with a community feel which our service users have welcomed. 
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During the works, the community centre has operated as usual to provide a 
local meeting place. Our coƯee on Friday morning has been very 
successful. Members have told us how vital this community gathering is to 
their physical and mental health; she would have also worked with the 
providers to include strength and balance in classes and add yoga classes, 
which has benefited people's physical and psychological health. 

Financial Review. 

Total  this year, the outgoings for the building have been £34,793, the 
income achieved with rentals, bookings and grants was  £34,671, Balance 
of £122. 

Reserves Policy 

The reserve policy is in operation. The organisation has £10,000 in reserves, 
more than three months' operation costs, and money for future repairs. 

Declarations 

The Management Committee declares that they have approved the above 
report, which DE Snowdon signed on behalf of the trustees. 

Print name – M Taylor 

Positioned Chair 

Date 21/10/2024 
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INDEPENDENT REPORT 

Report to the Trustees of Columbia Community Association 

End of Year 31 December 2023                        Charity No  702316 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner. 

The organisation's trustees are responsible for preparing the 
accounts; they consider that an audit is not required for this year 
under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 and 
that an independent examination is needed. 

Basis of Independent examiners statement  

My examination includes reviewing the charity's accounting records and 
comparing the accounts presented with those records. It also includes 
considering any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking 
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The 
procedure undertaken does not provide all the evidence that would be 
required in an audit, and consequently, I do not express an ordered opinion 
of the accounts. 

Independent Examiners Statement 

In the course of my examination, no matters have come to my attention.  

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material 
respect, the trustees have not met the requirements to ensure that : 
 proper accounting records are kept in accordance to section 41 of 

the act, and  
 accounts are prepared with agreement of the accounting records 

and comply with the accounting requirements of the act 
2.  to which, in my opinion, the attention should be drawn to ensure a 

proper understanding of the accounts has been reached 

SIGNED:                                                                                Date 10/10/2024 

Name . Michelle Benison 

Address. 9 Rose Street West, Penshaw, Sunderland.DH4 7HD 
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Statement of Financial Activities for the year-end 31 December 2023 

Receipts 
Unrestricted 
funds 2023 

Restricted 
Fund 2023 

Total 
Funds2023 

Total Funds 
2022 

Room Hire 21471  21471 10373 
Grants  13322 13322 16459 
Umbrella grants 0   917 
Refunds 0   1077 
Donations 0   157 

     

Total Receipts 21471 13322 34793 31127 
     

Payments 
Unrestricted 
funds 2023 

Restricted 
Fund 2023 

Total 
Funds2023 

Total Funds 
2022 

Gas 5617  5617 1929 
Water 410  410 276 
Electric 993  993 720 
Rates SCC 141  141 141 
Insurance 350  350 201 
Refuse Collection SCC 79  79 1232 
Maintenance &Repair 7104 6486 13590 6265 
Safety Checks 306  306 386 
Cleaning And Supply 1877  1877 284 
Kitchen Equipment 139  139 1266 
Stationary 305  305 338 
Travel Expense 530  530 199 
TV Licence 169  169 158 
Food & Refreshments 2916 6536 9452 1121 
Jubilee Events 0  0 195 
Jubilee Events x2 0  0 713 
Skip Hire 0  0 612 
IT and Wi-Fi 585  585 46 
Donations 0  0 1425 
Miscellaneous  128  128 298 

     

Total 21649 13022 34671 17805 
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Columbia Village Community Association 

Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2023 

2023 2022
£ £ 

CURRENT ASSETS 27349 22800
Cash in hand 20 23

Total Balance 27369 22823

NET ASSETS 31 Dec 2023 27369 27369

All Funds Unrestricted 

The Financial statements was approved by the following members of the management committee

Signed…M Taylor...................... Position SECRETARY…..............

Signed …..D E SNOWDON................. Position…TREASURER..........

Date ….21/10/24.................... 
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Legal and Administrative Information

Name: Columbia Village Community Association

Reg'd Charity No: 702316

Structure Registered Charity

Committee Members:

Dianne Snowdon
John Robert Taylor
Marion Taylor
Pauline Scott
Linda Robinson

Address: Oxclose Road
Columbia Village
Washington
Tyne 8 Wear
NE38 TEN

Bankers: Lloyds Bank

Independent
Examiner: Mark Thompson MAAT

VODA

Spirit of North Tyneside Wing
2nd Floor, Wallsend Customer First Centre
16 The Forum

Wallsend
NE28 8JR



Trustees' Annual Report
For the year ended 31 December 2022

The trustees present their report and accounts for the year ended 31 December 2022
Aims, objectives and activities

The aim at Columbia Community Association is to provide a safe, warm and comfortable environment
for social, recreation and leisure activities and events for public benefit.
The management committee are committed to ensuffing that this facility is available for use by the
whole community and as such provide activities and access to services from our young members
through to our older members

The management committee have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.
Structure, governance and management

Columbia Community Association has been operating since the 1970's, delivering services and
activities to the local community. The appointment of nominated officers is set out in the Constitution.
The charity is managed and administered by the management committee. The current management
committee were elected and have been in place since the centre reopened following COVID19 in
September 2021 and meet on a regular basis

The management committee have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed and are
satisfied that systems are in place to mitigate exposure to major risks. Our major financial risk in the
current economic climate is the generation of income by way of room hire charges and grants

None of the management committee members, or any persons connected with them received any
remuneration or benefits from the charity during the year.
All management committee members are required to read the Charity Commission's guidance in 'The
Essential Trustee' and some have had previous experience of being a Trustee for other charities.
Relevant training opportunities are provided as required
Achievements and performance 2022

The Community Association closed in March 2020 due to COVID-19 and remained closed until October
2021. Prior to this the centre offered a varied programme of social gatherings to address social
isolation to specific health and wellness activities. All activities offered were provided due to demand
from the local community, thereby clearly evidencing that community need was met within the
Community Association. Upon re-opening in October 2021 groups were welcomed back to the centre.
In some cases, circumstances had changed duding the closure and some groups decided not to return.
However, these vacant slots were filled with new regular hires. As well as coffee mornings organised by
the management committee on the last Friday of the month (started in February 2022) that have been
very successful.

There is regular promotion of the centre, and this has also brought in a range of one-off and short-term
hires enabling the centre to increase income.

The community centre building is owned by Sunderland City Council who are fully committed to
supporting the Community Association in acquiring a long-term lease on the building. To ensure that
the building is in the best possible condition at handover, improving the Community Association's
position with regards to sustaining the building, a schedule of works is to be undertaken. On-going
discussions has taken place throughout the year, contractors appointed, and the necessary checks and
permissions obtained by Sunderland City Council for the work to proceed.

At the same time the Community Association obtained a number of grants to improve some of the
internal and external features not on the schedule of works. Some of this work has been completed
whilst some work will follow the completion of the work to be undertaken by Sunderland City Council's
appointed contractors.

Through the collaboration with a contractor working on behalf of a local Social Housing Landlord a new
kitchen has been supplied and fitted alongside the refurbishment of a storage cupboard that has been
transformed into a computer room to name but a few of the works they have completed.



Funding was also obtained to update the kitchen appliances and crockery to go alongside the new
kitchen as well as the replacement of blinds throughout the building.
A number of initiatives have been undertaken partnering with third parties as a collection point for
charitable donations of toiletries for example and also undertaking fund raising through raffles to
support local and wider charitable organisations.

Grant funding was sought to celebrate the Queen's Jubilee in June 2022 in partnership with a
neighbouring Extra Care facility providing entertainment and individual afternoon tea boxes that was
very successful. Later in the year the centre applied and was successful in obtaining funding from
Sunderland City Council as a Warm Space venue where members of the community are welcomed into
the centre for warm drinks, soup and snacks as well as to use the centres facilities e.g. IT equipment,
to watch TV, the use of the library of books and games and to have a chat.

Since July 2022 the centre has featured in the Frost Magazine, an on-line publication as the author,
Margaret Graham became particularly interested in the im poitance of 'the local community' during
Covid. With family connections to our local area this started a collaboration of weekly articles being
produced and shared about the on-going activities at the community centre.

Financial review

The receipts and payments account for the period shows a surplus on receipts on unrestricted funds of
E5,464 and K7,858 on restricted funds for the year ended 31' December 2022. Detailed information
can be found in the statement of financial activities.

Reserves policy

The reserves policy seeks to balance spending surplus income raised to benefit the community while
maintaining the minimum level of reserves to ensure uninterrupted operation and provide time to adjust
to a change in financial circumstances. The amount of reserves held in 2022 was E8,350 that took into
account:

Minimum operating reserve of 3 months operating expenses.

Expenses incurred in taking over the lease of the premises from Sunderland City Council.

Increases to energy costs in the current economic climate.

Repairs and maintenance fund to cover any future premises costs.

Declarations
The Management Committee declare that they have approved the above report.

Signed:. .......&.L..~ ..., on behalf of Trustees

Print name: Mrs Dianne Elizabeth Snowdon
Position: Chair

s1 - 2.o&p



lNDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT

Report to the
trustees of Columbia Village Community Association

On accounts for
the year ended 31 December 2022 Charity no T02316

Respective
responsibilities of

trustees and
examiner

The trustees of the organisation are responsible for the preparation of
accounts; they consider that an audit is not required for this year under
section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 and that an Independent
Examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to
~ examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011 Act),
~ follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the
Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Act), and
~ state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of
independent

examiner's
statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with General Directions
given by the Chadty Commissioners. An examination includes a review
of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of
any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The
procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be
required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion
on the accounts.

Independent
examiner's
statement

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material
respect, the trustees have not met the requirements to ensure that:

~ proper accounting records are kept (in accordance with section 41 of
the Act); and
~ accounts are prepared which agree with the accounting records and
comply with the accounting requirements of the Act; or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Signed: Date: 31 July, 2023

Name:
Address:

Mark Thompson MAAT

VODA

Spirit of North Tyneside Wing
2nd Floor, Wallsend Customer First Centre
16 The Forum
Wallsend
NE28 8JR



Columbia Village Community Association

Statement of Financial Activities
for the year ended 31 December 2022

Receipts

Room Hire

Grants

Umbrella Grants
Refunds
Donations
Fundraising Events

Total Receipts

Unrestricted
Funds

2022

10373

1077
157
664

12271

Restricted
Funds

2022

16459
917

1480

18856

Total
Funds

2022
8

10373
16459

917
1077

157
2144

31127

Total
Funds

2021
f

310
0
0

138
0
0

Payments
Gas
Water
Electric
City of Sunderland Rates
insurance
SCC Maintenance & Refuse Collection
Repairs/Maintenance/Upgrades
Safety Check/Equipment/Training
Cleaning & Supplies
Kitchen Equipment
Stationery
Travel Expenses
TV Licence
Food/Refreshments
Jubilee Entertainment

Jubilee Decorations & Raffles Prizes
Skip Hire

IT & Wifi

Donations
Miscellaneous

1395
246
534
141
201

1232
765
306
284

11
265
199
63

209
0

29
612
46
0

269

534
30

186
0
0
0

5500
80
0

1255
73
0

95
912
195
684

0
0

1425
29

1929
276
720
141
201

1232
6265
386
284

1266
338
199
158

1121
195
713
612
46

1425
298

1877
142
443
144
201
305

0
76
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

629

Total Payments 6807 10998 17805 3817

Surplus/Deficit for the year

Funds at 1 January 2022

Funds at 31 December 2022

8863

14327

7858

638

8496

13322

9501

22823

-3369

12870

9501



Columbia Village Community Association
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2022

2022
p

201
8

Current Assets:
Cash at Bank
Cash in Hand

22800
23

9412
89

Total Cash Balances 22823 9501

Net Assets at 31 December 2022 22823 9501

Represented by:
Restricted Funds
Unrestricted Funds

8496
14327
22823

The financial statements were approved by the following members of the Management
Committee:

Signed ....I. .'. .....W



Columbia Village Community Association

Notes to the accounts, 2022

Basis of accounts
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)
(effective 1 January 2015)—Charities SORP (FRS 102), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable
in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006

Columbia Village Community Association meet the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. Assets
and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in the
relevant accounting policy note(s).

Trustees and Staff
No Trustees were remunerated, mileage expenses of f146 were paid

Costs of financial sendices
The cost for the Independent Examination for the financial period will be 5170.

Grants
Restricted Grants:
Sunderland City Council - Community Chest
Sunderland City Council - Warm Spaces
Sunderland City Council
Arnold Clark
Gentoo Group Ltd

Total Grants

3390
4578
6991
1000
500

16459

Sunderland City Council - Jubilee Gainsborough
Gentoo Group Ltd - Ladies Bingo Club
Total Umbrella Grants

417
500
917

Donation Ukraine
Ukraine Clothing Sale
Ukraine Raffle
Seafarers Raffle
Total Fundraising Events

134
711
569
66

1480

Balance at
Jsn 2022 Income Expend

Balance at
Decd2

Greggs Foundation
Sunderland City Council - Community Chest
Sunderland City Council - Warm Spaces
Sunderland City Council
Arnold Clark
Gentoo Group Ltd

Total Grants
Umberfia Grants

638
0
0
0
0
0

0
3390
4578
6991
1000
500

16459

638
3390
3392
840

0
0

1186
6151
1000
500

8837 8260

Sunderland City Council - Jubilee Gainsborough
Gentoo Group Ltd - Ladies Bingo Club

417
500

417 0
319 181

Total Umbrella Grants 0 917 736 181

Various Fundraising Events

Total Restricted

0 1480 1425 55

638 18856 10998 8496
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