
Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/700744 Page 1

STOW CHURCH RESTORATION TRUST
England & Wales · Charity number 700744

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1988-10-21

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 8 Church Lane
Saxilby
Lincoln
LN1 2PE

Phone 01522809507

Email COLIN.KNOWLES83@NTLWORLD.COM

Website www.stowminster.co.uk

Activities

Objects: THE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY'S,
STOW-IN-LINDSEY, AND OF ITS FURNISHINGS, EQUIPMENT AND CHURCHYARD.

Activities: The Trust exists to raise funds for the restoration of the internationally important Saxon Minster of
St Mary's, Stow

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Organisations

• What: Environment/conservation/heritage

• Who: Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies

Geography

• Lincolnshire
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www.stowminster.co.uk
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £7,945 £553 - -

2024-12-31 £113,159 £0 - -

2023-12-31 £2,512 £0 - -

2022-12-31 £747 £0 - -

2021-12-31 £39 £0 - -

2020-12-31 £250 £0 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

DAVID JUSTHAM

Rev Jane Foster-Smith 2024-05-23

https://opencharities.uk/ew/700744


STOW CHURCH RESTORATION TRUST
England & Wales  -  Charity number 700744

Accounts



Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 01/01/2024                  Period start date   To    31/12/2024                 
Period end date

Charity name: Stow Church Restoration Trust

Charity registration number:  700744

Objectives and Activities

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of
the charity as set out in its 
governing document

Para 1.17 The object of the Trust is the repair and 
maintenance of St Mary’s Church (Stow 
Minster) and of its furnishings, 
equipment and churchyard

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts.

Para 1.17 and 
1.19

1 For some years we have provided a 
dedicated space for the use of a ‘pop 
up’ post office, three half days per week,
which is used by members of the public 
living in nearby villages. 

2 Identification of a space for use by the 
public for a variety of community 
purposes, such as meetings by 
community groups, open days by 
ecumenical partners and teaching 
spaces for schools and lectures– 
removal of pew seating and the 
provision of  an electrical supply is 
being carried out during 2024 and 2025

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit

Para 1.18 I confirm that the Trustees have had 
regard to the guidance issued by the 
Charity Commissioner on public benefit

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making
Para 1.38

Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment

Para 1.38



Contribution made by 
volunteers

Para 1.38

Other

Achievements and Performance

SORP reference

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity,
identifying the difference the
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole.

Para 1.20

The Charity benefitted in 2024 by receipt
of a generous legacy of £108,535 which 
will help the charity to support the 
restoration and maintenance of the 
Saxon Minister at Stow. Plans for a 
relaunch of the Friends of Stow Minster 
in July 2026 were initiated.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against 
objectives set

Para 1.41

Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set

Para 1.41

Investment performance 
against objectives

Para 1.41

Other





Financial Review

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period

Para 1.21 During 2024 the Trust received a legacy 
of £108,535, together with interest, 
membership fee and donations, this 
resulted in funds available to the Trust 
of £169,946 and a further £4,138 
available to a ‘Friends of Stow Minster’ 
group

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held

Para 1.22 At present there is no policy regarding 
the holding of reserves. This is due to 
the large costs involved in restoration 
which require that we have ‘matched 
funding’ for some major grant 
application. 

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 Reserves are not held
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves

Para 1.22 Please see statement explaining why 
reserves are not held

Details of fund materially in 
deficit

Para 1.24 No funds are in deficit.

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going
concern

Para 1.23 There are no uncertainties about the 
Trust continuing as a going concern

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising) 

Para 1.47

Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted

Para 1.46

A description of the principal
risks facing the charity 

Para 1.46

Other



Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity’s 
trusts:
Type of governing document
(trust deed, royal charter)

Para 1.25 Constitution  – Adopted 1 August 1988 –
Amended 10 October 1988

How is the charity 
constituted? 
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO)

Para 1.25 Unincorporated Association 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees

Para 1.25 Trustees are appointed by post held.

The Priest-in-Charge, and two 
churchwardens for the time being of the 
Parish of Stow with Sturton are 
nominated as Trustees

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any related
parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Stow Church Restoration Trust
Other name the charity uses No other name is used
Registered charity number 700744
Charity’s principal address

8, Church Lane,
Saxilby,
Lincoln
LN1 2PE



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any)
Dates acted if not for whole 
year

Name of person (or body) entitled
to appoint trustee (if any)

1
Jane Foster-Smith Priest-in-Charge Whole year Parochial Church Council of 

the Parish of Stow with 
Sturton

2
David Justham Church warden Whole year Parochial Church Council of 

the Parish of Stow with 
Sturton

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved
Director name

There are no Corporate 
Trustees

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year

No Trustee holds title to 
property belonging to the 
Trust.





Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity No funds are held as custodian trustees

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects

No funds are held as custodian trustees

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own 
assets

No funds are held as custodian trustees

Additional information (optional)

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of 
adviser

Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

There are no exemptions from disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information



Declarations

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s) Rev’d Jane Foster-Snith David Justham

Full name(s) Rev’d Jane Foster Smith David Justham

    Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

Priest-in-Charge Churchwarden

Date
28 October 2025
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