YORK OPERA

England & Wales - Charity number 700279

Details
Status Registered
Legal form Other
Registered 1988-06-06
Register View on the Charity Commission register
Contact
Address 95 Main Street
Askham Bryan
York
Y023 3QT
Phone 07935746786
Email treasurer@yorkopera.co.uk
Website www.yorkopera.org
Activities

Objects: TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC IN THE ART AND SCIENCE OF OPERA BY THE PRESENTATION

OF OPERA PERFORMANCES IN NORTH YORKSHIRE AND SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

Activities: York Opera stages two major productions each year and a number of small concerts and

workshops mainly in York but also covering North and East Yorkshire in schools,churches, village halls etc.

Classification

* How: Other Charitable Activities

* What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

* Who: The General Public/mankind
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Geography

* Area of benefit: NORTH YORKSHIRE

City Of York

East Riding Of Yorkshire

North Yorkshire

Finances

Period end Income
2025-12-31
2024-12-31
2023-12-31
2022-12-31
2021-12-31
2020-12-31

2019-12-31

Trustees

£28,150

£29,076

£27,373

£24,122

£8,269

£3,103

£32,797

Expenditure

£31,180

£21,922

£33,735

£20,973

£8,126

£5,810

£31,580

Employees

Name

Alexandra-Grace Mather

Dr David Charles Hartley
HAMISH ARMOUR BROWN
Hannah Elizabeth May Cabhill
lan Thomson-smith
Katherine Anne Cole
MARGARET RUTH SOPER

WENDY ANNE JACKSON

Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/700279

Appointed
2024-09-25
2024-03-25
2018-03-15
2022-03-15
2024-03-25

2026-03-12

2015-03-26

Page 2


https://opencharities.uk/ew/700279

YORK OPERA
England & Wales - Charity number 700279

Accounts




[@? CHARITY COMMISSION
\ ) FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 1 January 2025
Charity name: York Opera

Charity registration number: 700279

Objectives and Activities

To

31 December 2025

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of | Pa@ 1.17

the charity as set out in its
governing document

The presentation of opera performances in
York and North Yorkshire... and to promote
and encourage the love of opera in North
Yorkshire

Para 1.17 and

Summary of the main i

activities in relation to those
purposes for the public
benefit, in particular, the
activities, projects or
services identified in the
accounts.

During the year the company gave four
performances of “The Tales of Hoffman”
(Offenbach) with 23 piece orchestra at the
York Theatre Royal. The company also
gave three performances of The Beggars
Opera with small string and wind band. We
undertook a joint benefit concert with the
York Railway Institute Brass band to raise
money for St Leonards's Hospice York (in
memory of a long standing member of both
organisations) and we delivered three
concerts of Christmas music.

Statement confirming Para 1.18

whether the trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit

The Trustees have reviewed the guidance
on public benefit issued (PB1) by the
charity commission and is satisfied that it
meets the requirements

Additional information (optional)

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

i s Para 1.38
Policy on grant making

The company does not give grants,
although on occasion it may waive or
reduce membership fees — especially for
young musicians. Our aim is that no-one
who wishes to sing opera is prevented from
doing so because of membership fees.

This year we undertook a concert to raise
money for St Leonard's hospice York.

: o Para 1.38
Policy on social investment

including program related
investment

Not applicable




Para 1.38
Contribution made by

volunteers

Almost all the activities of York Opera are
undertaken by volunteers. This includes
our Musical and Stage Directors, all our
principals and the members of the chorus.
In addition, we have very active teams
involved in the design and build of sets.
and in the design and making of costumes.
We have active social and fund- raising
groups and volunteers and this year this
included our regular bring and buy sale. A
sponsored 10k run and the publication of
two books about the Company by one of
our members

Other

Achievements and Performance

achievements of the charity,
identifying the difference the
charity's work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider
benefits to society as a
whole.

SORP reference
As described above, the company gave a
number of performances and concerts
during the year
Summary of the main Geca 5

The Tales of Hoffman was performed with
full orchestra in a professional theatre with
a substantial cast giving many members
the opportunity to take solo roles..

The Beggars Opera was performed “in the
round” in a non traditional setting and
including a gin tasting sponsored by and
joint marketed with a local distillery! This
innovative use of marketing resulted in a
rather different and varied audience from
that for our more traditional productions

We have been aware of a demand
amongst members for opportunities to
improve their performance and singing
skills. During the year we ran two master
classes (on Gilbert and Sullivan and on
early music) with professional musicians
whose costs were met by generous
donations. These were very fully booked —
especially by our younger members and we
will continue this innovation.

We do not require our chorus to audition —
and this long held policy is core to our
purpose of bringing more people into
opera.

We do competitively audition for principal
roles and require a high standard. We offer
roles both to recent graduates wishing to
develop careers in music, and those who




wish to deepen their musical knowledge
and experience. In the year we also
provided opportunities to new directors —
working under the mentorship of more
experienced directors.

We sing in English and our goal is to bring
well designed, directed and performed
opera to York audiences in an accessible
way.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against
objectives set

Para 1.41

We set ourselves a programme for the year
that required substantial musical resources
and complex staging and wardrobe —
especially Tales of Hoffman. We also
wished to be accessible to new audience
members. The works were very well
received and with reviewers commenting
on the quality of music and the visually
compelling sets.

Performance of fundraising
activities against objectives
set

Para 141

We have continued in our efforts in our
budgeting and cost control efforts and this
includes ensuring budget holders are
involved in the budgeting process.
Furthermore, we have been successful in
tapping new forms of income — in particular
that related to donations which increased
by almost £1500 in the year. In addition we
tapped new sources of income in the 10k
sponsored run undertaken by our younger
members.

Investment performance
against objectives

Para 1.41

Not applicable

Other




Financial Review

Review of the charity’s Para 1.21 In the year, York Opera made a loss of
financial position at the end £3.030.38 and finished the year with net
of the period assets of £24,910.
The principal reasons for the loss was the
poorer than expected performance of ticket
sales for Tales of Hoffman and the need to
invest in a new costume store as the
previous arrangement by which we were
able to occupy premises free of charge had
come to an end.
Nonetheless, the financial position of the
company remains satisfactory as we
continue to explore new funding
opportunities
Statement explaining the Para 1.22 We hold sufficient funds to manage our
policy for holding reserves very uneven cash flows comfortably. Our
stating why they are held membership fees and various fundraising
activities generally cover expenses such as
rehearsal space and rent on our wardrobe
and set stores. However, we do not
typically receive ticket income from the
theatre for our main production until after
we have had to pay costs — especially
those relating to orchestral expense and we
keep reserves to manage this. Our
reserves also allow us to manage
unforeseen losses like that which we
. , suffered in 2023.
_Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £21,617.65
Reasons for holding zero Para 1.22 nfa
reserves _
Details of fund materially in | Para 1.24 nia
| deficit )
Explanation of any Para 1.23 n/a
uncertainties about the
charity continuing as a going
concern

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal

objectives including any
social investment policy
adopted

sources of funds (including | P2 147
any fundraising)
Investment policy and

Para 146




A description of the principal
risks facing the charity

Para 146

Other




Structure, Governance and Management

including details of any
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of
any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more
trustees

Description of charity’s Not Applicable

trusts:

Type of governing document | Para 125 Constitution

How is the charity Para 1.25 Unincorporated association
constituted?

Trustee selection methods | Para 125 Trustees including officers (Chair.

Treasurer, Secretary) are elected by
members at the annual general meeting.

Additional information (opfional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity's organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the
charity works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any related
parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

| Charity name York Opera
Other name the charity uses | n/a
Registered charity number 700279

Charity's principal address

2 St Roberts Gardens, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5
8EH




Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

: Dates acted if not for whole | Name of person (or body) entitled
Trusteg name Office (if any) year to appoint trustee (if any)
1 | lan Thomson-Smith | Chair n/a n/a
2 | David Hartley Secretary n/a n/a
3 _Adrian Cook Treasurer n/a n/a
[/ I )
5 | Hannah Canhill n/a n/a
0 { Margaret Sopar il i
_—
7 | Pauline Marshall n)a ﬂfﬂ
8 | Wendy Jackson n/a n/a ]
9
1"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20|

Corporate trustees — names of the directors at the date the report was approved

Director name

n/a

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustce name

Dates acted if not for whole year

| nfa




ﬁ? CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 1 January 2025
Charity name: York Opera
Charity registration number: 700279

Objectives and Activities

To 31 December 2025

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of | Paa 1.17

the charity as sel out in its
governing document

The presentation of opera performances in
York and North Yorkshire... and to promote
and encourage the love of opera in North
Yorkshire

Para 1.17 and

Summary of the main s

activities in relation to those
purposes for the public
benefit, in particular, the
activities, projects or
services identified in the
accounts.

During the year the company gave four
performances of “The Tales of Hoffman”
(Offenbach) with 23 piece orchestra at the
York Theatre Royal. The company also
gave three performances of The Beggars
Opera with small string and wind band. We
undertook a joint benefit concert with the
York Railway Institute Brass band to raise
money for St Leonards'’s Hospice York (in
memory of a long standing member of both
organisations) and we delivered three
concerts of Christmas music.

Statement confirming Para 1.18

whether the trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit

The Trustees have reviewed the guidance
on public benefit issued (PB1) by the
charity commission and is satisfied that it
meets the requirements

Additional information (optional)

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

. . Para 1.38
Policy on grant making

The company does not give grants,
although on occasion it may waive or
reduce membership fees — especially for
young musicians. Qur aim is that no-one
who wishes to sing opera is prevented from
doing so because of membership fees.

This year we undertook a concert to raise
money for St Leonard's hospice York.

i . Para 1.38
Policy on social investment

including program related
investment

Not applicable




Para 1.38
Contribution made by

volunteers

Almost all the activities of York Opera are
undertaken by volunteers. This includes
our Musical and Stage Directors, all our
principals and the members of the chorus.
In addition, we have very active teams
involved in the design and build of sets.
and in the design and making of costumes.
We have active social and fund- raising
groups and volunteers and this year this
included our regular bring and buy sale. A
sponsored 10k run and the publication of
two books about the Company by one of
our members

Other

Achievements and Performance

SORP reference

Summary of the main
achievements of the charity,
identifying the difference the
charity's work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider
benefits to society as a
whole.

Para 1.20

As described above, the company gave a
number of performances and concerts
during the year

The Tales of Hoffman was performed with
full orchestra in a professional theatre with
a substantial cast giving many members
the opportunity to take solo roles..

The Beggars Opera was performed “in the
round” in a non traditional setting and
including a gin tasting sponsored by and
joint marketed with a local distillery! This
innovative use of marketing resulted in a
rather different and varied audience from
that for our more traditional productions

We have been aware of a demand
amongst members for opportunities to
improve their performance and singing
skills. During the year we ran two master
classes (on Gilbert and Sullivan and on
early music) with professional musicians
whose coste were meot by generous
donations. These were very fully booked —
especially by our younger members and we
will continue this innovation.

We do not require our chorus to audition —
and this long held policy is core to our
purpose of bringing more people into
opera.

We do competitively audition for principal
roles and require a high standard. We offer
roles both to recent graduates wishing to
develop careers in music, and those who




wish to deepen their musical knowledge
and experience. In the year we also
provided opportunities to new directors —
working under the mentorship of more
experienced directors.

We sing in English and our goal is to bring
well designed, directed and performed
opera to York audiences in an accessible
way.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against
objectives set

Para 1.41

We set ourselves a programme for the year
that required substantial musical resources
and complex staging and wardrobe —
especially Tales of Hoffman. We also
wished to be accessible to new audience
members. The works were very well
received and with reviewers commenting
on the quality of music and the visually
compelling sets.

Performance of fundraising
activities against objectives
set

Para 1.41

We have continued in our efforts in our
budgeting and cost control efforts and this
includes ensuring budget holders are
involved in the budgeting process.
Furthermore, we have been successful in
tapping new forms of income — in particular
that related to donations which increased
by almost £1500 in the year. In addition we
tapped new sources of income in the 10k
sponsored run undertaken by our younger
members.

Investment performance
against objectives

Para 1.41

Not applicable

Other




Financial Review

Review of the charity's
financial position at the end
of the period

Para 1.21

In the year, York Opera made a loss of
£3,030.38 and finished the year with net
assets of £24,910.

The principal reasons for the loss was the
poorer than expected performance of ticket
sales for Tales of Hoffman and the need to
invest in a new costume store as the
previous arrangement by which we were
able to occupy premises free of charge had
come to an end.

Nonetheless, the financial position of the
company remains satisfactory as we
continue to explore new funding
opportunities

Statement explaining the
policy for holding reserves
stating why they are held

| Para 122

We hold sufficient funds to manage our
very uneven cash flows comfortably. Our
membership fees and various fundraising
activities generally cover expenses such as
rehearsal space and rent on our wardrobe
and set stores. However, we do not
typically receive ticket income from the
theatre for our main production until after
we have had to pay costs — especially
those relating to orchestral expense and we
keep reserves to manage this. Our
reserves also allow us to manage
unforeseen losses like that which we
suffered in 2023.

_Amount of reserves held

Para 1.22

£21,617.65

Reasons for holding zero
reserves

Para 1.22

n/a

Details of fund materially in
| deficit

Para 1.24

nfa

Explanation of any
uncertainties about the
charity continuing as a going
concemn

Para 1.23

n/a

Additional information {optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity's principal

objectives including any
social investment policy
adopted

sources of funds (including | Para 147
any fundraising)
Investment policy and

Para 1.486




A description of the principal
risks facing the charity

Para 1.46

Other




Structure, Governance and Management

including details of any
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of
any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more
trustees

Description of charity’s Not Applicable
trusts: =
Type of governing document | Para 1.25 Constitution
How is the charity Para 1.25 Unincorporated association
constituted?
“Trustee selection methods | Para 175 Trustees including officers (Chair.

Treasurer, Secretary) are elected by
members at the annual general meeting.

Additional information (optional)

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures
adopted for the induction
and training of truslees

Para 1.51

The charity’s organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the
charity works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any related
parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

| Charity name York Opera
| Other name the charity uses | n/a
Registered charity number 700279

Charity’s principal address

2 St Roberts Gardens, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5
8EH




Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

X NDOBA W N -

[ e I T S W o G S GE Y
C © 00N O O K& W N =2 O

Trusioe name Office (if any) ;)eaat:s acted if not for whole :,a;np;gif nl:etrrz::eszo(rifb:r?yy)’ entitled
lan Thomson-Smith | Chair n/a n/a
David Hartley Secretary n/a n/a
Adrian Cook Treasurer n/a n/a
Hamish Brown nfa n/a
Hannah Cahill n/a n/a
Margaret Soper n/a n/a
Pauline Marshall n/a n/a
Wendy Jackson n/a n/a

Corporate trustees — names of the directors at the date th

e report was approved

Director name

nfa

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name

Dates acted if not for whole year

n/a




Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others

Description of the assets n/a
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the n/a
charity on whose behalf the
assets are held and how this
falls within the custodian
charity’s objects

Details of arrangements for | n/a
safe custody and
segregation of such assets
from the charity’s own
assets

Additional information (optional)
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information




Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

l —
Signature(s) ’p (A,(...-»Av) | ﬁ‘ﬂ'__ -

Fullname(s)p(;o,ro CHARLES Hm‘?‘/ AOR) An ¢$TeEte Coo¥

Position (eg Secretary, |Charr ~ — = Treasurer
Chair, etc) SSRETALS

Date ;)) 4‘[2'02 "
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59 Woodwarde Road,
London

SE22 8UN

29 April 2026

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of York Opera

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of York Opera for the year ended 31
December 2025.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’). | report in respect of my
examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the2011 Act and in carrying
out my examination | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement

I have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material
respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the
Act;
or

2. theaccounts do not accord with those records;
or

3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other
than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

i have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination
to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of
the accounts to be reached.

Name: Stephen Waters ACA
Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.
Address: 59 Woodwarde Road, London SE22 8UN
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CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From

Charity name: York Opera

1 January 2024

Charity registration number: 700279

Objectives and Activities

To

31 December 2024

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of
the charity as set out in its
governing document

Para1.17

The presentation of opera performances in
York and North Yorkshire... and to promote
and encourage the love of opera in North
Yorkshire

Summary of the main
activities in relation to those
purposes for the public
benefit, in particular, the
activities, projects or
services identified in the
accounts.

Para 1.17 and
1.19

During the year the company gave three
performances of “The Sorcerer” (Gilbert
and Sullivan) with 23 piece orchestra at the
the York Theatre Royal. The company also
gave two concerts of G&S choruses and
solos and a semi-staged performance of a
number of Mozart scenes. We also
undertook three concerts of Christmas
music

Statement confirming
whether the trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit

Para 1.18

The Trustees have reviewed the guidance
on public issued (PB1) by the charity
commission and is satisfied that it meets
the requirements

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference
The company does not give grants,
Para 1.38 although on occasion it may waive or
Policy on grant making reduce membership fees — especially for
young musicians. Our aim is that no-one
who wishes to sing opera is prevented from
doing so because of membership fees.
Not applicable
Para 1.38
Policy on social investment
including program related
investment
Almost all the activities of York Opera are |
Para 1.38 undertaken by volunteers. This includes
Contribution made by our Musical and Stage Directors, all our
volunteers principals and the members of the chorus.

In addition, we have very active teams
involved in the design and build of sets.




and in the design and making of costumes.
Finally, we have active social and fund-
raising groups and volunteers are also
involved in the business side of the
company.

Other

Achievements and Performance

charity's work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider
benefits to society as a
whole.

SORP reference
As described above, the company gave a
number of perfomances and concerts
during the year
Summary of the main 1320
achievements of the charity, ’ The Sorcerer was performed with full
identifying the difference the orchestra in a professional theatre. We do

not require our chorus to audition — and this
long held policy is core to our purpose of
bringing more people into opera.

We do competitively audition for principal
roles and require a high standard. We offer
roles both to recent graduates wishing to
develop careers in music, and those who
wish to deepen their musical knowledge
and experience. In the year we also
provided opportunities to new directors —
working under the mentorship of more
experienced directors.

We sing in English and our goal is to bring
well designed, directed and performed
opera to York audiences in an accessible
way.

Additional information (optional)

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against
objectives set

Para 1.41

We set ourselves a programme for the year
that required substantial musical resources
and complex staging and wardrobe — but
also likely to be accessible to new audience
members. The works were very well
received with reviewers commenting on the
quality of music and the visually compelling
sets.

We also took our performance of Sorcerer
into schools, providing an opportunity for
young people to experience operetta. We
were delighted with the number of parents
and children taking advantage of a
disocounted tickct scheme for the Sorcerer




Performance of fundraising
activities against objectives
set

Para 1.41

We have been much more successful in
our budgeting and cost control efforts and
this includes ensuring budget holders are
involved in the budgeting process.
Furthermore, we have been successful in
tapping new forms of income — in particular
that related to donations.

Investment performance
against objectives

Para 1.41

Not applicable

Other




Financial Review

uncertainties about the
charity continuing as a going
concern

' Review of the charity’s Para 1.21 In the year, York Opera made a profit of

financial position at the end £7,154.24 and finished the year with net

of the period assets of £27,940.78. The profit was
augmented by a legacy of £4815 — the
second and final instalment of a legacy first
received in the previous year. The Trustees
and very pleased with the financial
outcome for the year

Statement explaining the Para 1.22 We hold sufficient funds to manage our

policy for holding reserves very uneven cash flows comfortably. Our

stating why they are held membership fees and various fundraising
activities generally cover expenses such as
rehearsal space and rent on our wardrobe
and set stores. However, we do not
typically receive ticket income from the
theatre for our main production until after
we have had to pay costs — especially
those relating to orchestral expense and we
keep reserves to manage this. Our
reserves also allow us to manage
unforeseen losses like that which we

| suffered in 2023.

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £24,574 87

Reasons for holding zero Para1.22 n/a

reserves

Details of fund materially in | Para1.24 n/a

deficit

Explanation of any Para 1.23 n/a

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal
sources of funds (including
any fundraising)

Para 1.47

Investment policy and
objectives including any
social investment policy
adopted

Para 1.46

A description of the principal
risks facing the charity

Para 1.46

Other




Structure, Governance and Management

including details of any
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of
any person or body entitied
to appoint one or more
trustees

Description of charity’s Not Applicable

trusts:

Type of governing document | Para 125 Constitution

{(frust deed, royal charter)

How is the charity Para 1.25 Unincorporated association
constituted?

(e.g unincorporated

association, CIQ)

Trustee selection methods | Para 125

Trustees including officers (Chair.
Treasurer, Secretary) are elected by
members at the annual general meeting.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity’s organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the
charity works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any related
parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name York Opera
Other name the charity uses | n/a
Registered charity number 700279

Charity’s principal address

2 St Roberts Gardens, Knaresbo
8EH

rough, North Yorkshire HG5




Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity
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Trustee name Office (if any) 3::5 acted if not for whole ;Tp:::mo{ifm) entitled
lan Thomson-Smith | Chair n/a n/a
David Hartley Secretary n/a n/a
Adrian Cook Treasurer n/a n/a
Hamish Brown n/a n/a
Hannah Cahill n/a n/a
Margaret Soper n/a n/a
Pauline Marshall n/a n/a
Wendy Jackson n/a n/a

Corporate trustees — names

of the directors at the date the report was approved

Director name

| n/a

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

| Trustee name

Dates acted if not for whole year

n/a




Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others

Description of the assets n/a
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the n/a
charity on whose behalf the
assets are held and how this
falls within the custodian
charity’s objects

Details of arrangements for | n/a
safe custody and
segregation of such assets
from the charity’s own
assefts

Additional information (optional)
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information




Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

¥,
Signature(s) ) C/./«'.\wé(«, mp—
Full name(s) DW\O  CHALZS waenGY ADRM\_\ SSEEL S Cox™
Position (eg Secretary, | Chair 2 Treasurer
Chair, etc) Stend rnn—s
Date

2s o/ ¢ /.2o,z_g




fORK OPERA ACCOUNTS 1January 2024 to 31 December 2024

'rofit and Loss by Production:
encral Income
Gift 2id (2023) £ 76582 Gand SConcert
intersst £ 3222 It Ticket and Programme Sales £ 162021
Subscriptions £ 3,200.00 Total income £ 164941
Rehearsal refreshments £ S3637
St Crux £ 183648 Expenditure General Expenditune € 24105
Carol Singing € 62027 Tora Expendituee £ 24105
Total Income £ 7,340.16 Profit/Lom) £ 140836
e atee e = ————
eneral Expenditure
Sundry processing foes £ 425 Soscerer
Costume store £ 35.33 Income Programme £ 103500
Mnssance £ 29800 Ticket Sales £ 7.00463
Internet and IT £ 35520 Total Incoms £ 8,039.63
Retvearsal witues £ 378000
Soemery SO £ 323160 Expenditure Music hirn £ 27347
Orchestra £ 7.015.00
St Crux £ 4649 Production Team § 1408983
Total Bpenditure £ 8§,08287 Programme £ 480,00
Profit (Loss) £ _(7271) Publicity £ 56100
Set and Costumes £ Bl1603
wtraordinary Income Transport £ 4AN.00
General Donations £ 63323 Theatre chamges € 343500
Sorcerer Orchestra donations € 2,500.00 Sundry £ 180,00
Lagacy from M Turneclithe £ 481551 Total Expenditure £11,504.33
Total £ 754874 Profit/{Loss) £ (3464.70)
heistmas Concerts Mozat Maslerpleces
Ticket Sales (Ficketsy
come Sudes [Ticket s/ Ratrenhmenti) £ 14773 Income Refrashments etc) ¥ 268114
Total Income € 141773 Total income £ 268114
Bxpenditure
penditure General Expenditure £ 22045 Hire of Venue £ 140000
Heslington Revenue share £ 23778 Other cponses £ 23612
Total Expenditure _E 45820 Totad Expenditure £ 163632
Profit/fLoss) £ 95953 Profit/Loss £ .02
——————
wcome & Expenditure a/c for year to 31st December 2024 |Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2024
come Subscriptions, fundraisingetc. £ 7.320.16 Assets Debtors € -
Christmas Concests £ 141773 Payments in advance £ &aa500
Gand SConcert £ 184941 Caehy in Handd § 14394
Sorcerer T 8063 Business Premium Sank Account  £24,574.87
Mazart Masterpieces £ 288114 Current Account £ 513332
Donatsans £ 3103 Total Assets £32.032.53
Lagacy ¥ 431551
Yot Income £20,076.81 |Liabilities
Creditors £ 409175
peoditere NOB-producTion sxpendsTure £ 808287 Receipts in Advance c
Cheistmas Concaets f 45820 WM Aszets £27,940.78
Gand § Concert £ 2105
Sorcerer £1150433 Assetsasof 152 lasuary 2024 £20,786.54
Mozan Masterpieces £ 163612 Plus surplus for 2024 ¥ 215424
Total Bpenditure £2192257 | |NetAssers £27,940.78 |
Profit (Loss) for Yeor £ 715428

SN ot




59 Woodwarde Road,
London

SE22 8UN

27 April 2026

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of York Opera

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of York Opera for the year ended 31
December 2024.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’). | report in respect of my
examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the2011 Act and in carrying
out my examination | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my

attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material

respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the
Act;
or

2. the accounts do not accord with those records;
or

3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other
than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

| have no concerns and have come across ho other matters in connection with the examination
to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of
the accounts to be reached.

Signed:

Name: Stephen*Waters ACA
Member of the institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.
Address: 59 Woodwarde Road, London SE22 8UN
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CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

&)

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From

Charity name: York Opera

1 January 2023

Charity registration number: 700279

Objectives and Activities

31 December 2023

issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit

SORP reference
Summary of the purposes of | Para1.17 The presentation of opera performances in
the charity as set out in its North Yorkshire... and to promote and
governing document encourage the love of opera in North
Yorkshire
Summary of the main Para 1.17 and During the year the company gave three
activities in relation to those | '° performances of “The Elixir of Love”
purposes for the public (Donizetti) at the Joseph Rowntree
benefit, in particular, the Theatre, York and three performances of
activities, projects or Macbeth (Verdi) at the York Theatre Royal.
services identified in the The company also gave two Christmas
accounts. concerts including William Lioyd Webber's
cantata “Born a King”.
Statement confirming Para 1.18 The Trustees have reviewed the guidance
whether the trustees have on public issued (PB1) by the charity
had regard to the guidance commission and is satisfied that it meets

the requirements

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making

Para 1.38

The company does not give grants,
although on occasion it may waive or
reduce membership fees — especially for
young musicians. Our aim is that no-one
who wishes to sing opera is prevented from
doing so because of membership fees.

Policy on social investment
including program related
investment

Para 1.38

Not applicable

Contribution made by
volunteers

Para 1.38

Almost all the activities of York Opera are
undertaken by volunteers. This includes
our Musical and Stage Directors, all our
principals, and members of the chorus. In
addition, we have very active teams
involved in the design and build of sets.
and in the design and making of costumes.




Finally, we have active social and fund-
raising groups and volunteers are also
involved in the business side of the
company.

Other

Achievements and Performance

charity’s work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider
benefits to society as a
whole.

SORP reference
As described above, the company gave
three performances of “The Elixir of Love”
(Donizetti) at the Joseph Rowntree
Summary of the main o0 Theatre, York and three performances of
achievements of the charity, ; Macbeth (Verdi) at the York Theatre Royal.
identifying the difference the The company also gave a Christmas

concert including William Lloyd Webber’s
seldom performed cantata “Born a King”.

Both Elixir and Macbeth were performed
with full orchestra in a professional theatre.
We do not require our chorus to audition —
and this long held policy is core to our
purpose of bringing people into opera.

We do competitively audition for principal
roles and require a high standard. We offer
roles both to recent graduates wishing to
develop careers in music, and those who
wish to deepen their musical knowledge
and experience. In the year we also
provided opportunities to new directors —
working under the mentorship of more
experienced directors.

We sing in English and our goal is to bring
well designed, directed and performed
opera to York audiences in an accessible
way.

Additional information (optional)

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against Para 1.41

objectives set

We set ourselves a very challenging
programme for the year, requiring
substantial musical resources and complex
staging and wardrobe. This was all
achieved from our resources. The works
were very well received and with reviewers
commenting on the quality of music and the
visually compelling sets.

We are now also exploring outreach
opportunities to schools and ways in which
we can further encourage the musical life of
York.




Performance of fundraising
activities against objectives
set

Para 1.41

The substantial loss experienced during the
year has led us to undertake a review of
budgeting procedures, and we are
exploring opportunities to change both
timing and venues of our performances,
without reducing our commitment to
musical quality.

We are actively reorientating our sales and
marketing approach towards social media
and seeking opportunities to raise further
revenue from grants and sponsorship.

Investment performance
against objectives

Para 1.41

Not applicable

Other




Financial Review

Review of the charity’s Para 1.21 In the year, York Opera made a loss of

financial position at the end £6,362 and finished the year with net

of the period assets of £20,786. The loss would have
been significantly higher but for a timely
and unbudgeted legacy. The Trustees have
taken steps to ensure that this loss is not
repeated in 2024.

Statement explaining the Para 1.22 We hold sufficient funds to manage our

policy for holding reserves very uneven cash flows comfortably. Our

stating why they are held membership fees are set to pay for
everyday expenses such as rehearsal
space and rent on our wardrobe and set
stores. However, we do not typically
receive ticket income from the theatres until
after we have had to pay costs — especially
those relating to orchestral expense and we
keep reserves to manage this. Our
reserves also allow us to manage
unforeseen losses like that which we
suffered this year.

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £20,786

Reasons for holding zero Para 1.22 n/a

reserves

Details of fund materially in | Para1.24 n/a

deficit

Explanation of any Para 1.23 n/a

uncertainties about the

charity continuing as a going

concem

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal
sources of funds (including
any fundraising)

Para 1.47

Investment policy and
objectives including any
social investment policy
adopted

Para 1.46

A description of the principal
risks facing the charity

Para 1.46

Other




Structure, Governance and Management

including details of any
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of
any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more
trustees

Description of charity’s Not Applicable

trusts:

Type of governing document | Para 1.25 Constitution

How is the charity Para 1.25 Unincorporated association
constituted?

Trustee selection methods | Para 125 Trustees including officers (Chair.

Treasurer, Secretary) are elected by
members at the annual general meeting.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity’s organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the
charity works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any related
parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name York Opera
Other name the charity uses | n/a
Registered charity number 700279

Charity’s principal address

2 St Roberts Gardens, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5
8EH




Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity
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o S Office (if any) )Iil):;res acted if not for whole :’a;:g: m::o(‘o;"b:g)) entitled
lan Thomson-Smith | Chair n/a n/a
David Hartley Secretary n/a n/a
Adrian Cook Treasurer n/a n/a
Hamish Brown n/a n/a
Hannah Cahill n/a n/a
Margaret Soper n/a n/a
Pauline Marshall n/a n/a
Wendy Jackson n/a n/a

Corporate trustees — names of the directors at the date the report was approved

Director name

n/a

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name

Dates acted if not for whole year

n/a




Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others

Description of the assets n/a
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the n/a
charity on whose behalf the
assets are held and how this
falls within the custodian
charity’s objects

Details of arrangements for | n/a
safe custody and
segregation of such assets
from the charity’s own
assets

Additional information (optional)
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Typeof Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information




Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees \ -
e WP

Signature(s) éwt

Full name(s) lmﬁmjcmM uﬁ@Ruq'\) C’Bb}\/

Position (eg Secretary, | Chair Treasurer
Chair, etc)
Date =
29 O 2oz C;,




Expenditure

Expenditure

Subscriptions

Rehearsal refreshments
St Crux

Legacy from M Turneciiffe
Total Income

Card and processing fees
Costume store
Insurance

Internet

Other sundry expenses
Rehearsal venues
Rehearsal refreshments
Scenery store

StCrux

Total Expenditure
Prefit

Ticket sales
Refreshments
Total Income

Music hire
Refreshments
Venue hire
Licence

PRS allowance
Total Expenditure
Profit

YORK OPERA

Expenditure

Expenditure

Ticket Sales
Programme sales

Total Income

Music hire

Hire of JRT
Orchestra
Publicity

Set and Costumes
Transport

Total Expenditure
Loss

Programme
Ticket Sales
Total Incomae

Ucence and rights
Music hire
Orchestra
Production Team
Programme
Publicity
Transport

Set and Costumes
Theatre charges
Total Expenditure
Loss

6,422.80
133.50

6,556.30

1,432.20
316.27
7,610.00
1,185.00
592,00
468.20
780.00
2,027.55
1,880.52

16,291.74
T




59 Woodwarde Road,
London

SE22 8UN

7 July 2025

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of York Opera

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of York Opera for the year ended 31
December 2023.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).l repart in respect of my
examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the2011 Act and in carrying
out my examination | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my

attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material

respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the
Act;
or

2. the accounts do not accord with those records;
or

3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other
than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination
to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of
the accounts to be reached.

Signed: / @

Name: Stephen Waters ACA
Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.
Address: 59 Woodwarde Road, London SE22 8UN
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