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Chairman’s Report

Year 5 of my service as Chairman of the Society and 
once again it has been a busy time.

We sadly lost one of our longest serving Committee 
members Leo Barnbrook in March this year – he will be 
much missed. 

Our main aim within the Centre has been both to 
promote our image in order to attract funding through 
grants and donations and to save what funds we have 
through cost cutting and energy saving.

With this area in mind, we have made significant savings
in the running costs of this old building, by careful 
investment and searching for the best options and for 
that I would like to thank Nora for her hard work in this 
area.

Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the staff whose hard work, determination and bright 
smiles make the Centre a nice place to visit. 

I would also like to thank all our volunteers without whom
we would not be able to run this Centre. 

Stephen Hudson – Chairman



About the Society –

Our aims and objectives:-
To promote independence in  the  lives  of  blind  and
partially  sighted people  living in  the Middlesbrough,
Redcar  &  Cleveland  and  Stockton  on  Tees  local
authority areas.

As stated in our constitution:-
To relieve blind  and partially sighted  persons resident
in the area of benefit, by any of the following means, or
such  means  as  the  Management  Committee  may,
from time to time think fit.

(a) The  provision  and  maintenance  of  a  social
centre;

(b) The  provision  and  maintenance  of  recreational
facilities  with  the  object  of  improving  their
conditions of life.

(c) The provision of education and training, for such
persons.

(d) The provisions of items, services, and facilities for 
such persons.

No material changes to the above policies have been
made since the last report.



Details of the Management Trustees, Bankers,
Solicitors, Financial Advisors and Independent 
Examiner are as follows:-

President: -      Mrs. M B Whitaker
Management Committee members as elected by
Annual General Meeting as per the constitution.

Chairman 
Vice 
Chairman
Treasurer

Mr S Hudson

Mr M Trattles
Mr S Jones

  Trustee              Mr L Barnbrook
  Trustee              Mr K Laycock
     Trustee                               Mrs M Baines
  Trustee             Mr Barry Smith
                             
Representatives from other organisations elected
by  said  organisation  as  per  our  constitution,
continues  until  we  are  informed  that  they  have
been withdrawn or replaced.

Elected  by  the Local  Authority  each year,  as  per
our   constitution. Representative   for    the   year
ending 31st March 2024:-

Trustee  Councilor  Shakeel  Hussain,  Stockton
BC



BANKERS:
Santander,
Bridle Road,
Bootle
L30 4GB

SOLICITORS
Punch Robson Solicitors
35 Albert Road, 
Middlesbrough,
TS1 1NU

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER:

John Hugill
The Grange Business Centre
Belasis Avenue
Billingham 
TS23 1GL 

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Redmayne Bentley
Church House
College Square
Stokesley
Middlesbrough
TS9 5DN



The Society this year
It has once again been a busy year for the Society and 
even though we have faced some challenges along the
way we are still here to support the 1000 visually 
impaired people on our register.

We are still having our monthly outings and our  
Twilight evenings both of which are thoroughly enjoyed
by everyone who attends.

We visited Preston Park, Kirkleatham walled garden 
and Museum, Seaton Carew, two outings on the the 
Teesside Princess and Boundary Mills for shopping.

We have had lots of in-house activities over the last 
year.

We have had tactile crafts, making and painting pottery
and of course bingo and quizzes.
There have been interesting talks with subjects ranging
from Costal Wildlife to Fire safety.

We had our annual Christmas Party with two lots of live
entertainment, a lovely day much enjoyed by Centre 
users, Staff and Volunteers.
Sue organised two successful Open Days which were 
very well attended.

We look forward to looking after all of our service users
over the next year.



Donations & Bequests

We  are  encouraged  by  donations  and  bequests
made towards  the  work  of  the  Society,  supporting
local blind and partially sighted people.

We are grateful for those who support us on a
monthly basis by standing order and other
donations.  Many people, who are tax payers, have
also signed a Gift Aid Declaration which allows us to
claim  the  tax  back  on  their  donations,  therefore
increasing the amount received.

Also, we have a number of collection boxes in local
businesses and the local community. The support we
receive from the local general public and our friends
is tremendous and helps our work considerably.

We  are  grateful  for  donations  received  this  year
from:-

David Williams, Doreen Ingram

Also the money donated in memory of Centre users
we have lost this year who are;

Andrew Smith,  Valerie  Early,  Maureen  Tate,  James
Gargett, Joan Hopper, Brenda Bird, Maureen Graham
and Stephen Sheridan

.



Our Services

We provide the following services:

 Social Centre – Tuesday to Friday
 Home Visiting Service
 Shopping Escort Service
 Resource Department
 Equipment & Information Home Visiting Service
 Minibus service to and from Centre
 Luncheon Club
 Twilights
 Open Technology Days

Referrals are made via:-

 Self-referral
 Family or carer
 GP
 Social Services
 Other agencies
 ECLO (Eye Clinic Liaison Officer)

All  staff  and  volunteers  endeavor  to  make  our
services accessible and treat  everyone with respect
and friendliness,  making their  experience a positive
one!



We are supported in contractual partnership with local
authorities.
Redcar  and  Cleveland  Council,  Middlesbrough
Council  and  Stockton  Council  have  continued  to
support  us  with  contracts  for  our  home  visiting
scheme.

Grateful Thanks!

The  Society  would  like  to  offer  grateful  thanks  to
everyone who has donated time and money to  the
work of the society over the last year.

Particular mention is made of:-

All supporters of the society who give generously by
monthly or yearly donations.

All volunteers who give so generously of their time in
all  aspects  of  our  work.  This  includes  all  Home
Visitors,  Shopping  Escorts,  Drivers,  and  Centre
helpers.



Contact details:

Teesside & District Society for the 
Blind Stockton Road, 
Middlesbrough

TS5 4AH

Registered Charity: 700212

Telephone: 01642 247518

E-mail: manager@teessideblind.co.uk

Web: www.teessideblind.co.uk

mailto:manager@teessideblind.co.uk





































































































