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Kirklees Directorate for Children and Young People

Dewsbury Endowed Schools Foundation Trust Annual Report for the year 
to 31 March 2021

The Annual Report and the Annual Accounts are open to inspection by any 
person.

1. Reference and administrative details of the Charity, its trustees and 
advisers

Full name of Charity:  The Dewsbury Endowed Schools Foundation

Registered Charity Number: 529328

Governing document: The Trust Deed dated 16 February 1993 as amended by 
the scheme dated 8 May 2018.

Main address: Director for Children and Young People, Kirklees Council, Civic 
Centre 3, Market Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2EY 

Objects of the charity: Promoting the education, including social and physical 
training, of persons between the ages of seven and twenty-five years who are 
resident in the area of the former County Borough of Dewsbury. 

Public benefit: The Trust is required to take account of the Charity Commission 
Guidance on Public Benefit.  The test of public benefit is formally considered as 
an agenda item at the end of each meeting of the working party and a 
declaration confirming compliance with the public benefit test is recorded in the 
minutes.

Trustee: Kirklees Council is Trustee and was advised in the Trust’s affairs by a 
working party consisting of the following local people:
Councillor M Ahmed, Mr P Ellis, Councillor E A Firth, Ms F Ishaq, Mr K Mallinson, 

Ms M Winterburn.

Chair of Working Party: Cllr E A Firth
Clerk to the Trustee’s Working Party: Ms J Sanders (Tel: 01484 221000)
Financial matters of the Charity are administered by: Mr Graeme Wilde, Senior 
Finance Officer for Kirklees Directorate of Finance Corporate Accountancy

2. Structure, governance and management.   Kirklees Council, as Trustee, has 
delegated responsibility for advising and making recommendations on the 
allocation of the Trust fund in line with the objectives of the Trust, to the Working 
Party whose membership is outlined above. 

3. Volunteer help.  The value of any volunteer help is not included in the accounts

4. Activities. The Trustee’s Advisory Working Party met on 
 Monday 22nd June 2020

 Wednesday 30th September 2020

 Wednesday 18th November 2020

 Tuesday 16th March 2021

Meeting for the year were undertaken virtually because of the Coronavirus 
Pandemic. Its recommendations were subsequently approved by the Kirklees 
Cabinet for the Council as Trustee.

5.   Achievement and performance
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5.1 Allocation of grants.
Grants – £18,375 of grants were made to groups/organisations (£11,160), 
individuals (£4,024) and £3,191 to schools for activities within the boundaries of 
the former County Borough of Dewsbury.
The Trust was able to recoup an overpayment of grant totalling £1,000 that had 
been made to Shaheen Cricket Club in a previous financial year. Agreement is 
that this will be repaid by direct debit at £50.00 per month.

The working party members confirm an individual applicant’s eligibility to receive
grants before recommending an award. The working party members confirm that
there are a significant number of eligible young people benefiting from the 
organisation/group activity before recommending an award. Several applications 
have been refused due to a lack of clear involvement of eligible young people.

5.2 Cullingworth Courts

During the year, the Trust accepted an offer, and whilst solicitors were appointed
and some progress made, the applicant encountered planning issues, and 
(subsequent to the year end) the prospective purchaser decided to withdraw his 
offer. The agent has made further progress in marketing the site, and identified 
a potential new buyer, although they have yet to formally confirm an offer.

5.3 Investment policy
The current general policy has been to invest Trust monies in safe investments, 
rather than risk capital losses.  The Director of Finance has advised that Trust 
funds used for day-to-day cash management should be held by Kirklees Council

Investments are held directly in the following:

•            UK Bond Fund - the objective of which is income generation

•            UK Equity Fund (historic investment) - the objective of which is capital 
growth

The Trust normally earns income on its balances with Kirklees Council, which is 
effectively the current account.  No interest was paid in the year.

5.4 Semerwater campsite
The site was unavailable for bookings during this period. 

5.5 Reserves policy
The Unrestricted Funds – General Reserve is effectively the current year’s income
less running costs.  Grants are paid out of the previous year’s surplus.  
Expenditure is equalised over the years. 

6.   Plans for future periods

6.1 Investment policy.
The investment policy will be kept under review by a subgroup of working party 
members together with Graeme Wilde

6.2 Trust Physical Assets
During the year the Trust undertook to proceed with the sale of the Semerwater 
asset., and a planning application for the residential conversion of Gillfoot 
Cottage was made during the year. Subsequent to the year end, a planning 
approval for residential use was obtained. The site will now be marketed.

7.   Funds held on behalf of other trusts.
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The Trust is currently holding 171.865 investment units on behalf of the Sadler 
Memorial Trust. The value at 31 March 2021 (the date of the accounts) was 
£321.73.
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