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THE RIPLEY RECREATION GROUND
England & Wales · Charity number 520502

Details

Other names RIPLEY MINERS WELFARE INSTITUTE AND RECREATION GROUND,
NOTTINGHAM ROAD RECREATION GROUND

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1964-08-20

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Town Hall
Market Place
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT

Phone 01773513456

Email townclerk@ripleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Activities

Objects: THE PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE OF A RECREATION GROUND FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE INHABITANTS OF RIPLEY AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD WITH THE OBJECT OF IMPROVING THE
CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOR THE SAID INHABITANTS.

Activities: For use of sports activities, and recreation. Also to provide a community space for community
groups and families.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: Amateur Sport

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/520502
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=520502
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Geography

• Area of benefit: RIPLEY AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD

• Derbyshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £52,399 £56,531 - -

2024-03-31 £62,665 £59,750 - -

2023-03-31 £86,644 £72,847 - -

2022-03-31 £0 £0 - -

2021-03-31 £875 £29,035 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Andrew Bonsall 2024-10-14

Christopher Barber 2024-10-14

Emma Phillips 2024-10-14

Louise Rose 2024-10-14

Matthew Allwood 2022-01-22

Paul Lobley 2022-01-22

Ripley Town Council 2022-01-07

Steve Freeborn 2022-01-22

Tony Holmes 2024-10-14
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Ripley Recreation Ground Charity

Chairs Report

The Ripley Recreation Ground Charity was originally set up in August 1964. Amber Valley 
Borough Council became the custodian trustees in January 1977. 

In January 2022, Ripley Town Council took over the custodianship of the charity. The council 
appointed a group of six Managing Trustees to oversee the management of the land and 
community facility, in liaison with the charity Secretary. Due to changes within Ripley Town 
Council the number of Trustees has reduced to four. 

The objective of the charity is for: ‘The provision and maintenance of a recreation ground for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of Ripley and its neighbourhood, with the object of improving the 
conditions of life for the said inhabitants’. 

As mentioned in the Clerks Report work is continuing to increase occupancy with additional 
bookings with local Community Groups and other organisations. The new skate park has been 
installed with street artwork being completed by the Old Farm Bus. Work has been started on 
the pond, with a large section completed and the remaining works to follow. This has the benefit
to increase the biodiversity of this area and attract a wider range of wildlife.

Regular meetings with the Derbyshire FA and Football Foundation (FF) are continuing to secure 
the funding to deliver the project. The project is likely to cost £1.3M. This being funded by grants,
including, from the FF and S106 from the developer. Submission for the planning is likely to be 
summer 2026. 

Working with the Football and Cricket Clubs we will continue to deliver the continued 
development of Greenwich for the whole community to use. 

Councillor Tony Holmes 

November 2025















Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the Ripley Recreation 
Ground Charity No 520502 
 

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2025. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you 
consider that the audit requirement of Section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the 
Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts under Section 
43(3) of the Act and to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General 
Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under Section 43(7) (b) of the Act, 
whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of examiner's report  
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by 
the Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting 
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those 
records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such 
matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 
required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view 
given by the accounts. 
 
Independent Examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 
requirements 
 ⚫ to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 41 of the Act and 
 ⚫ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and 
 ⚫ to comply with the accounting requirements of the Act 
  have not been met, or 
 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached, 
 

 

 (Signed)    BRIAN WOOD 

 (East Midlands Audit Services) 

                                                  

Qualification: D.M.A. 

Address: Amberley,  298 Smedley Street,  Matlock, DE4 3LH 

Date: 24.04.2025 
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Chairs Report 

The Ripley Recreation Ground Charity was originally set up in August 1964. Amber Valley 

Borough Council became the custodian trustees in January 1977. 

In January 2022, Ripley Town Council took over the custodianship of the charity. The council 

appointed a group of six Managing Trustees to oversee the management of the land and 

community facility, in liaison with the charity Secretary. Due to changes within Ripley Town 

Council the number of Trustees has reduced to four. 

The objective of the charity is for: 

‘The provision and maintenance of a recreation ground for the benefit of the inhabitants of 

Ripley and its neighbourhood, with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said 

inhabitants’. 

During the last year we have been forging ahead with the application for the funding needed 

to establish a new 3G pitch working with the Football Association and the Football Foundation. 

The phase one application has been submitted, and work is now commencing on phase two 

of the application.  

 

As mentioned in the Clerks Report work is continuing to increase occupancy with additional 

bookings with local Community Groups and other organisations. Work is nearing completion 

on the replacement of the old dilapidated skatepark with a new one which meets modern 

safety standards. Following a survey and report from Derbyshire Wildlife Trust we are currently 

obtaining prices for work to rewild and improve the land around the pond to increase the 

biodiversity of this area and attract a wider range of wildlife.  

 

Working with the Football and Cricket Clubs we aim to form the Managing Trustees to deliver 

the continued development of Greenwich for the whole community to use.  
 

Together, we will continue to make improvements to Greenwich Community Sports Hub, to 

meet the needs and aspirations of our community. 

 

 
 

Councillor Tony Holmes 

August 2023 











































Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the Ripley Recreation 
Ground Charity No 520502 
 

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2024. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you 
consider that the audit requirement of Section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the 
Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts under Section 
43(3) of the Act and to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General 
Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under Section 43(7) (b) of the Act, 
whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of examiner's report  
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by 
the Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting 
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those 
records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such 
matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 
required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view 
given by the accounts. 
 
Independent Examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 
requirements 
 ⚫ to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 41 of the Act and 
 ⚫ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and 
 ⚫ to comply with the accounting requirements of the Act 
  have not been met, or 
 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached, 
 

 

 (Signed)    BRIAN WOOD 

 (East Midlands Audit Services) 

                                                  

Qualification: D.M.A. 

Address: Amberley,  298 Smedley Street,  Matlock, DE4 3LH 

Date: 25.04.2024 
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Chairs Report

The Ripley Recreation Ground Charity was originally set up in August 1964. Amber Valley
Borough Council became the custodian trustees in January 1977.

In January 2022, Ripley Town Council took over the custodianship of the charity. The council
appointed a group of six Managing Trustees to oversee the management of the land and
community facility, in liaison with the charity Secretary.

The objective of the charity is for:

‘The provision and maintenance of a recreation ground for the benefit of the inhabitants of
Ripley and its neighbourhood, with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said
inhabitants’.

The facility is the home ground for Ripley Town Football Club and Butterley United Cricket
Club.

In  the year  that  Ripley  Town Council  became custodians of  the  charity,  we have made
significant changes, beneficial to the running of Greenwich Community Sports Hub.  Firstly,
we established a name for the facility to incorporate its purpose, as well as employing a
caretaker whose job it is to ensure the place is cleaned to a high standard. She also opens
the facility for bookings, Monday to Friday. Weekend events are covered by the sports clubs.

We carried out the following work;

 Improved the acoustics of the main room by lowering the ceiling.
 Completed the path around the outside of the building and improved the drainage

alongside.
 Moved the solar panels, making them effective in their purpose.
 Had all aspects of the building serviced to meet required standards.
 Installed CCTV inside and outside the building.
 We have  a  dedicated  member  of  Ripley  Town  Council  staff  taking  bookings  for

facility.
 Installed two storage containers for the sports clubs to use.

In the current year, we will be introducing a rewilding area on the land, and install wildflower
sedum cassettes to the roof of the football clubs storage container thanks to funding from the
Cooperative Bank. 

We look forward to working with Butterley United Cricket Club and Ripley Town Football Club
on developing the facility. In particular, we are looking to establish a new 3G pitch with the
Football Club and the Football Association on the site.

Together, we will continue to make improvements to Greenwich Community Sports Hub, to
meet the needs and aspirations of our community.

Councillor Tony Holmes
August 2023
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