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At the start of the year a Community Consultation took place with residents able to 
complete the consultation either online or on a paper copy. The purpose of the 
Consultation was to determine if residents thought a Village Hall was needed, and if 
it was, what should it be used for and who would use it. The Consultation closed at 
the end of January, the results being shared at a Public Meeting a few days later.

267 residents responded to the Consultation and 81.9% agreed the village needed 
an accessible and good quality village hall for use by the whole community. There 
were many suggestions of what should be available, including classes and interest 
groups, family events, private hire availability, community café, with a strong 
emphasis on activities and classes for young people, and also for older people. 
There were questions on the condition of the building and its facilities, and the 
responses indicated that some improvement would be of benefit both inside and 
outside. Attendees at the Public Meeting offered suggestions as to what 
improvements should be made including a more attractive and welcoming frontage, 
better toilets, and the possibility of the internal layout being altered to enable rooms 
to be used by different groups at the same time. A number of people put their names 
forward to offer support/volunteer for working groups for re-development, 
fundraising, and running the Hall.

As the year progressed a small number of volunteers held fundraising events which 
very successfully raised several thousand pounds. An active re-development group 
worked with an architect who drew plans to show various possibilities for changes to 
the building, which were shared with residents and hall hirers at a Public Meeting 
where they were asked for their opinions, and to choose which option they favoured.

Hall bookings have increased year on year since Covid with 2024 seeing the highest 
usage for many years. Costs of utilities have increased, but hire charges were able 
to remain at a level affordable to hirers due to Grants from the Parish Council and 
Community Chest towards running costs and some essential repairs. Grants were 
also received from Durham Community Action to enable the plans to be drawn and 
for consultancy work around the Community Consultation, and from County Durham 
Community Foundation to enable the Hall to be a Welcome Space during the winter 
months.

Work was done by volunteers to alter the stage layout in order to create more space 
for storage to eliminate the need to chairs and tables to be stored at the rear of the 
Hall. 

Repairs were carried out to the roof are above the kitchen to prevent water coming 
in, guttering was replaced, and some re-pointing completed on the rear wall.



Unfortunately, no volunteers came forward to join a Management Team to run the 
Hall despite interest shown at the Public Meetings and through the Consultation. 
Action will have to be taken in 2025 to rectify this situation and create a strong 
Management Team otherwise the re-development team will be unable to fulfil the 
wishes of the residents to make improvements to the Hall, and its future will become 
uncertain.

The results of the Community Consultation showed the need for and the support for 
the Hall so I have every confidence that a further approach to our community in 2025
will result in a positive outcome.

Jeffrey Morland

Chairman, West Rainton and Leamside Community Association

 























Respective Responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an
audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 ("the Charities Act") and that an
independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

- examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,
- to follow precedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission

(under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), and
- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission. An
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts,
and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not 
provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether
the accounts present a 'true and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.

Independent Examiner's Statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the requirements:
- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act;
- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the

accounting requirements of the Charities Act have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding
of the accounts to be reached.
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