
Anson Museum Trust Limited

Report of the Trustees

The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies Act 2006, present their report  with
the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2020. The trustees have adopted the provisions  of
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing  their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS  102)
(effective 1 January 2019). 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Objectives and aims
The objectives and aims of the museum are to advance the education of the public by :
(a) Rescuing, restoring and displaying a collection of internal combustion engines of historical or technical interest  and
explain the development of the internal combustion engine, and
(b) Rescuing, preserving and displaying items relating to the history of Poynton of historical or technical interest  with
particular emphasis on the local coalmining industry and industrial archaeology.

Charitable activities
Our Vision
To establish the foremost collection of early internal combustion technology presented in an educational  and
visitor-oriented manner. Provide an organised and functional operation that will gain broad based support and  generate
substantial growth.

Our Mission
1. To collect, preserve, and interpret historically significant and mechanically interesting early stationary  internal
combustion engines for the education and enjoyment of everyone.
2. To be a focal point that tells the social and industrial history of Poynton. As we are built on the old Anson  Colliery
site, there will be a particular emphasis on the local coal mining industry.
3. To continue developing as a recognised tourist attraction, improving the facilities and amenities we offer visitors  to
Cheshire.

Overall the Museum has a passive collecting effort directed at filling gaps in the collection by accepting donations  from
private collectors and occasionally other museums. Where engines are known to exist in the National collection  (or
wider) we shall approach those museums to obtain the engine on a long term loan. On the occasions when the  museum
is contacted about saving specific engines a decision will be taken on a case by case basis about whether the resources  of
the museum will be best used to help save that exhibit.

The Museum also maintains a substantial library and archive related to the objects in the collection and to the  internal
combustion engine in general. Additions will be encouraged and work on indexing material to be undertaken.

ACHIEVEMENT AND PERFORMANCE
Specific achievements
The new display building was ordered and paid for just prior to the Covid outbreak. Volunteering was put on  hold
however specific maintenance jobs were maintained by a small team.

Building work recommenced when restrictions allowed up until the second lockdown with efforts made to keep  spending
down to a minimum.

Some of the goals for 2021

The main goal is to erect the frame and cladding of the new display building and keeping spend down to a minimum.
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
Reserves policy
The Trustees consider the overall situation to be satisfactory considering the pandemic and agree the business is a  going
concern depending upon the continued support of the Trustees and volunteers.

With major development work taking place this year, the reserve were expected to fall.

It is the policy of the charity to endeavour to maintain the unrestricted fund at a level to meet the  unrestricted
expenditure for the following twelve months.

At the balance sheet date, the charity had unrestricted reserves carried forward of £332,866 (2019: £337,024).

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Governing document
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited company, limited  by
guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006. 

The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited company, limited  by
guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006.
The board of trustees set out the policy and major decisions and take an active part in the day to day running of the
Museum.

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees
The board of trustees is constantly looking for persons who would be suitable to broaden the range of knowledge  and
expertise of the board to advance the aims and promote the museum. The appointment of trustees is by the board as  a
new appointment or to fill a casual vacancy.
The training of the new trustees is adapted on an individual basis to their understanding and experience of trusteeship  at
the time of appointment.

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
Registered Company number
02101699 (England and Wales) 

Registered Charity number
518587

Registered office
Anson Engine Museum
The Anson
Anson Road
Poynton
Cheshire
SK12 1TD

Trustees
Mr P G Challinor MBE 
Mr C A Green MBE 
Mr J Moseley 
P Middlehurst (resigned 19.8.20) 

Company Secretary
Mr J Moseley 

Page 2



Anson Museum Trust Limited

Report of the Trustees

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
Independent Examiner
Mrs Ruth H James FCA
Nolan James Limited
Chartered Accountants
Suite 1
Armcon Business Park
London Road South
Poynton
Cheshire
SK12 1LQ

This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006  relating
to small companies. 

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 27 September 2021 and signed on its behalf by: 

Mr J Moseley - Secretary 
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of
Anson Museum Trust Limited

Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Anson Museum Trust Limited ('the Company') 
I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Company for the year ended 31 December 2020.

Responsibilities and basis of report 
As the charity's trustees of the Company (and also its directors for the purposes of company law) you are responsible  for
the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 ('the 2006 Act'). 

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of the Company are not required to be audited under Part 16 of the 2006  Act
and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of my examination of your charity's accounts as  carried
out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 ('the 2011 Act'). In carrying out my examination I have followed  the
Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5) (b) of the 2011 Act. 

Independent examiner's statement 
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with  the
examination giving me cause to believe: 

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Company as required by section 386 of the 2006 Act; or 
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or 
3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act other than  any

requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view which is not a matter considered as part of an  independent
examination; or 

4. the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the Statement  of
Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities (applicable to charities preparing their  accounts
in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)). 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention  should
be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

Mrs Ruth H James FCA
Nolan James Limited
Chartered Accountants
Suite 1
Armcon Business Park
London Road South
Poynton
Cheshire
SK12 1LQ

27 September 2021
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