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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION
England & Wales · Charity number 516925

Details

Other names ACORN FARM

Status Registered

Legal form Charitable company

Company number 01934024

Registered 1986-03-04

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Acorn Venture
Urban Farm
Depot Road
Liverpool
L33 3AR

Phone 01515481524

Email info@acornfarm.co.uk

Website www.acornfarm.co.uk

Activities

Objects: 1. TO RELIEVE AND ASSIST PERSONS WHO HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED AS HAVING
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AS DEFINED IN THE EDUCATION ACT 1996 BY PROVIDING
FACILITIES FOR EDUCATION, RE-HABILITATION, TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT OF SUCH PERSONS
UNDER SHELTERED CONDITIONS. 2. TO PROVIDE, IN THE INTEREST OF SOCIAL WELFARE,
FACILITIES FOR THE RECREATION OF OTHER LEISURE TIME OCCUPATIONS FOR SUCH PERSONS
WITH THE OBJECT OF IMPROVING THEIR CONDITIONS OF LIFE. 3. TO PROMOTE ANY OTHER
CHARITABLE PURPOSE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE COMMUNITY

Activities: Wide range on animals to stroke and feed, animal petting pavilion, shop-selling home produce
free range meat,eggs,ice cream, Cafe, plant sales, woodland walk, play area, horse rides/RDA, birthday
party room hire, day care service for people with special needs, special events throughout the year i.e
halloween night, xmas grotto.
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services

• What: Education/training, Disability, Animals, Environment/conservation/heritage

• Who: Children/young People, People With Disabilities, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF KNOWSLEY

• Knowsley

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £1,192,411 £763,582 £3,168,019 35

2023-12-31 £653,010 £471,809 £2,590,359 29

2022-12-31 £706,459 £440,310 £2,511,989 24

2021-12-31 £485,299 £339,377 - -

2020-12-31 £382,065 £363,689 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

CHRISTOPHER JOHN RODERICK Chair 2012-01-16

Aiden Daniel Burke 2019-01-17

Andrew Peter Ware 2019-01-17

Fiona Hartshorne 2023-01-12

Raymond Terence Muspratt 2019-04-04

Robert Vivian Rishworth 2014-12-04
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

TRUSTEES REPORT (INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2022.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies sst out In nots 1 ta the
financial statements and comply with the charity's Memorandum and Articles of Association, ths Companies Act
2006 and "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicabls to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic
of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019)".

Objectives and activities
Our Aim
To provide a high quality, affordable and inclusive resource for ths local community.

We believe that everyone has a valued social role to play within their community and therefore we provide
opportunities for individuals with disabilities and young people to fully participate in the day to day running of the
farm.

Public Benefit
We review our aims, objectives and activities each year, We have referred to the guidance contained in the
Charity Commission's Charities and Public Benefit document. All of our charitable activities focus on the
provision of skills development and recreational opportunities for persons designated as having special needs
and the promotion of other chaAtable purposes for the benefit of ths community.

A recent comment from a visitor which stated "Another lovely day, you should be so proud of your lovely farm.
Slaff are friendly and wark very hard. See you again very soon" suggests that we are succeeding in providing
public benefit.

This annual report sums up what we have achieved and the outcomes of our work in the previous twelve months.
lt looks at ths success of each ksy activity and the benefits which they have brought to those graups of people
which ws are set up to help.

Achievements & Performance
a) Daytime Support Programme
One of the major ways ws fulfil our alms is in the running of our very successful daytime activities programme for
people with special needs. Ws currently provide 100 placements psr week to 36 different individuals. This results
in us having a maximum of 20 individuals who we support attending the farm each day and ensures that each
Individual gains maximum benefit from the time that they spend here.

Most individuals now purchase the service through their personal budget. This is either done on their behalf by
the local authority via the Internal Service Fund or by the individual themselves via a Direct Payment. However,
ws still have service level agreements for the provision of community support services with several local
authorities.

This service continues to be well attended. Although we have been unable to take an any new individuals to
support due to one member of staff from ths support team still being on long term sick leave, several of our
existing service users have requested and been granted additional days. This suggests that they are very happy
at Acorn.

The charity is well supported by its board of trustees and is led by a highly experienced and respected
management team.
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TRUSTEES REPORT (CONTINUED)(INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Our daytime activities programme includes:

Horticulture
Horticultural activities range from the production and selling of bedding plants and hanging baskets to
maintaining the sensory garden, lawns and flower beds.

Conservation activities include maintaining the woodland walk, which is widely used by visitors as our over flow

car park is accessed through this area and the tree shelterbelt.

Farm Maintenance
Farm Maintenance tasks around the farm site include building animal shelters, repairing benches and picnic
tables, flagging, fencing, plumbing and painting.

Animal Care
Activities include, collecting and grading the eggs and feeding and mucking out the Animals.

During school holidays additional activities include assisting in the small animal petting sessions and giving horse
rides to visitors to the farm.

Although we have these three specific daytime support programmes Acorn Farm is a truly inclusive project.
Therefore, individuals with disabilities are involved in every aspect of running the farm on a daily basis.

Young People
We continue to enable young people to volunteer at the farm at weekends. Under the supervision of the
Weekend Manager they help to run the farm, carrying out all the tasks from caring for the animals to helping with

horse rides and in the small animal petting area.

We have an average of eight young people who help out each day and a waiting list of those who would like to
volunteer. Taking on these responsibilities enables them to develop their self-esteem and sense of pride in their
community and consequently encourages them to become responsible citizens.

b) Plant Sales
We had another busy plant sales season. The high quality of the plants together with the competitive pricing and
outstanding customer service has led to a large number of customers returning year after year. The success of
this enterprise is a credit to our Horticultural Unit Manager Mike Taylor and his team.

Although the vast majority of the plants are sold in the spring and summer we do have plants, tubs, baskets and
perennials on sale throughout the year.

This enterprise is run in parallel to the horticultural daytime programme.

c) Livestock
The farm's livestock continue to be a major attraction for everyone involved, including our visitors.

During the year 10 lambs were born to our ewes which included 1 orphan (Tiffany) and 1 rejected lamb (Josh)
who are very tame and will be a wonderful asset when we visit schools with the Animobile.

Pearl the pygmy goat gave birth to a single kid. We ran a "name the kid" competition through Facebook and the
winner received a family pass to the farm. She was named Peggy.

Kathy the Saddleback sow gave birth to 2 litters totalling 16 piglets. They were a multitude of colours including

ginger and black and white and in a range of designs including plain, spots and stripes! Watching them play
provided much joy to all who saw them.

Rosie and Lola, the horses, continue to put plenty of smiles on little faces every weekend and during school
holidays when they give horse rides to visiting children. Sadly, we had to retire Rosie due to old age in October
and we acquired another horse on loan from Macclesfield called Jimmy. He is very pladd and a character, all the
children love him.
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TRUSTEES REPORT (CONTINUED)(INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

The meerkats continue to be very popular and they keep us busy filling in the holes they have dug.

Our four miniature Southdown Sheep are back enjoying going out to schools as part of our Animobile project that
started again in February.

All the animals on the farm are cared for during the week by the people who we support and at the weekends by
our young volunteers.

The animal sponsorship scheme which we operate continues to be popular and helps us to offset the cost of
keeping the animals. Sponsors are rewarded with a certificate, a visitor's pass to the farm, a photograph of their
animal, birthday and Christmas cards and a mention on the Roll of Honour on our website. We have extended
the scheme to enable sponsors to add the cost of a bale of hay or straw or a bag of animal feed onto their
sponsorships.

d) Visitor Facilities and Attractions
Horse Rides
This activity is very popular with visitors. We do horse rides every weekend afternoon throughout the year as well
as every afternoon during school holidays. Bookings may also be made by groups during term time. During the
period we were open the horses have given rides to 7, 120 children.

Small Animal Petting Sessions
This attraction continues to be extremely popular with many repeat visitors. Over 24, 707 people attended
sessions during the period covered by this report. Activities include stroking a rabbit, guinea pig and a pet rat,
holding a bantam hen and playing with Toby, Teddy and Paddy the pygmy goats. The petting area is open to
visitors every weekend and bank holiday and every day during school holidays.

e) Educational services
We resumed these services In March and all of our activities below are promoted and delivered by our Education
Worker, Marie Moulsdale who joined our team in February.

School Visits/Guided Tours
We hosted 1,149 visitors from 29 establishments which include mother and toddler groups, nurseries and
primary schools.

Incubator Hire
We have 5 incubators available for hire to schools and other registered groups. We supply the whole package
including Incubator, brooder, fertile eggs and feed. We are able to take the resultant chicks back where the hens
join our laying tlock producing free range eggs for sale in our shop.

The incubators were hired out a total of 10 times over the 6 month period and 1 dozen eggs were distributed to a
chlldminder with their own incubator.

The incubator program was impacted due to the Avian Flu restriction that was put in place in September. Also
our fertile egg provider dosed his business and we had to source another supplier.

Animobile (Mobile Farm Unit)
This is a hugely successful project whereby we take a selection of the farm animals out to groups in the
community who would otherwise have difficulty accessing our services. These include children's centres,
nursery schools, residential and nursing homes, and community fun days as well as mainstream and special
schools.

The selection of animals taken includes a goat, sheep, hen, duck, rabbit, guinea pigs and pet rats. Lambs, goat
kids, ducklings and chicks are also taken when available. Over the period covered in this report, the Animobile
made 45 visits seeing a total of 3,602 people. Demand for this service always exceeds the number of sessions
which we are able to deliver during our peak season.
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Animal Handling Workshops
This topic is appropriate for secondary school pupils studying animal based courses. We hostsd 123 children
from 2 different high schools.

Each group of students participates in an animal handling workshop which can include working with the horse,
sheep and goats.

The horse workshop entails learning about health and safety around horses before grooming and tacking up
Rosie and Lola and leading them around ths arena.

The sheep workshop entails the students safely fitting the harness and lead rope on to the sheep and individually

walking them around the field In a controlled manner. They then muck out the sheep shed and using team work

herd the sheep inta the shed.

The goat workshop entails looking at the different breeds af goat that we have on the farm. Safe and appropriate
ways af handling and restraining them are demonstrated and practised. A foot trimming demonstration is also
given.

Each group is given information about the animals they are working with and encouraged ta ask questions.

' Farm themed Activity Days
We held 5 'Farm Experience Days' and 3 'Horse Days' this year. They were attended by 81 young people who

thoroughly enjoyed themselves, as well as learning new skills.

f) Events
Halloween
After a 2 year absence due to Covid-19 our popular daytime event was held on the last Friday in the school
holidays. Activities included Halloween themed games: Feed ths ghost, Witches Broomsticks, Pin the nose onto
ths Skeleton, Splat the rat. We also held a fancy dress competition. The lambing shed was converted into a
fabulous spooky Haunted House with real live 'ghosts' and ghouls! The event was a huge success with 810
people attending. We were greatly helped on the day by a team of corporate volunteers from Amazon, friends
and family of Acorn Farms Staff

Christmas Grotto
This was open for 2 weeks in ths lead up the Christmas for pre-booked school visits and also over a weekend for
visitors to the farm. The lambing shed was transformed into a magical grotto by farm staff and volunteers. The
grotto proved popular once again with 247 children visiting from 5 schools and nurseries during the week. Over
the weekend 193 children came to see Father Christmas and received a present.

g) Visitors
This was by far our busiest year to date at Acorn Farm. We had a record number of visitors, during the twelve
month period covered by this report totalling 94,633 visitors.

h) Local Fundra ising
Our supporters continue to fundraise for us and several local companies have made donations. These include a
very generous donation of f12,500 from Amazon and Standard Fuel continued with the generous donation of 12
months' supply of heating oil.

I) Trading Company
Acorn Farm Trading Company continues as a thriving operation. The shop and cafi) who trade through this
company have both had a busy summer.

However, during busy periods both the kitchen and cafil area struggle to cope with ths volume of customers due
to insufficient seating In the cafe area and lack of work space in the kitchen. Similarly, the shop can get very
congested.
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j) Risk Management
The trustees have conducted a review of the major risks to which the charity is exposed. This has led to the
implementation of a number of policies including the Reserves Policy, which states that in order to safeguard the
future of the farm ws will hold in reserve six months of resources expended,

Internal risks are mlnimised by the Implementation of additional policies including Policy and Practice on
Payments, Banking and Custody Procedure, Payroll Financial Pracedure, Capital Purchases Policy and Asset
Control.

Procedures are in place to ensure compliance with health and safety of staff, people we support, volunteers and
visitors. These include a comprehensive set of risk assessments. The implementation of safeguarding policies for
both Vulnerable Adults and Children ensure that we deal with any safeguarding issues which may arise in a
consistent manner. All palicies are reviewed on a regular basis by the trustees.

k) Staff Team
Permanent Staff:
Name ob title Hours

Fiona Smith

rac Trumble

ike Ta lor

rls Grlftlths

aria Moulsdale

Bec Little

ane McKillo

aneta Radilova

Lisa Hu hes
Lisa Gunn

acant
ue Rowan

L nn Fitz atrick

al Kali

Marts Silva

Rhianna Mur h

Emilie Moore

I sha Ibbotson

Hannah Maudsls

al Kelly

ennifer Hardie

LII Case
Eve Loftus

uzanne Austin

arah Tomlinson

helsea Trusdals

Farm Mana er
Ds ut Mana er/Finance Office
Horticultural Unit Mana er
Farm Maintenance Worker

Education Worker
ro'act Administrator

afe Mana er
eekda Cafe Assistant

ho Worker

Farm Animal Su ervisor

Farm Assistant/ Ddver

ardener/Su ort Worker

eekend Mana er Job Share
eekend Manager Job Share
eekend Cafe Team Leader
eekend Oaf|i Assistant Job Share
eekend Cafe Assistant Job Share
eekend Sho Worker

eekend Animal Petting Area Su ervisor

unda / School holida Horse Ride Su ervisor

aturda Horse Ride Su rvisor

eekend Horse Ride Hei r

eekend Horse Ride Hei r/Farm Assistant

Farm Assistant Job Share
leaner weekda s
leaner weekends

35
37.5
37.5
37.5

37.5
37.5
15
6.5
7.5

12

10

10
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Seasonal staff:
Name

Hollie Lan le

m Lelh
Emma Welsh

Erin Rhead

Phoebe Vedmors

m Martlew

Hannah Duddle

ue Rowan

Helen Corrln

acant

ob title

eekend Admissions Kiosk

Petting Area School Hollda s
dmissions Kiosk School Halide s

Horse Rides School Holida s
Horse Rides School Holida s
Horse Rides School holida s
Horse Rides School Halide s
Plant Production Assistant eekda s

sekend Plant Sales Assistant

Plant Sales Assistant sekda s

Hours

11.5
32.5
30
10
10
10
10

10
16.25

I) Site Developments
R~tt R tl

A great deal has been achieved in terms of our planned site reconflguration.

Phase 1A which included the construction of the bridge to link our current site to the new site together with the
erection of new animal shelters, water installation, fencing (both security and stock proof fencing) and the laying
of pathways was completed in July 2021. This was largely funded by KMBC.

Phase 1B which includes the new Access Road and Visitor Car park began in November 2021 and was
completed in April 2022.

Phase 2 is the construction of the new farm hub. In 2023 we hope to undertake a major fundraising campaign to
enable us to achieve this.

FUTURE PLANS
Our plans for 2023 include:

Moving the animals on to our new paddocks
Opening the new entrance and car park for our visitors
Fundraising for a new purpose build farm hub
Working with DK Architects on the canstruction of the farm hub
Introductng new animals

SSlt I t
We are continually making Improvements and doing repairs to the farm site; thus ensuring that it is safe for the
animals to liver here and the people who both visit and work here.

Our maintenance worker was on long term sick and finished due to ill health in July 2022. All site Improvements
and repairs were taken on by our Horticultural Manager in conjunction with his own work up until we employed a
new member of staff in September.

m) Conclusions
Acorn Farm continues to provide a highly valued and affordable resource for both the local community and
visitors from further afield. We are proud that our facilities ars enjoyed by all.

A visitor posted on our social media:
'Acorn farm is a brilliant day to have with the kids, nat too big that they get tired but just enough to keep them
entertained. It is reasonably priced and activities are priced separately so you don't have to do it all. There is a
picnic area and a great park for the kids. The caf6 is nice and the staff lovely. "

In the coming year we will strive to continue to serve the community to the highest standards.
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Financial review
Following the reopening of the farm to visitors, income from charitable activities and other trading activities
increased, however, due to a sizeable donation in the previous year total income decreased to f706k (2021:
f745k). Expenditure for the year Increased to f445k (2021: f340k), resulting in a net surplus before investment
gains/losses of f261k (2021.'f405k). IJnreallsed investment losses of f136k (2021; gain of f124k) were incurred
In the year.

Reserves Policy
The Acorn Farm Board of Trustees recognises the need to hold reserves to allow for unforeseen circumstances
which could result in a substantial drop in income. These could include:

1.A global pandemic.

2. A lack of funding could cause local authorities to terminate the contracts which they have with us for the
provision of day services for people with disabilities.

3. A fire, flood or similar incident could result in business interruption whilst repairs are underway.

4. Severe weather could result in damage to the farm buildings making the site unsafe for visitors until repairs are
undertaken.

5. Outbreak of animal disease (e.g. Foot and Mouth, e.coll) which could resuli in the compulsory closure of the
farm for a period of time.

6. Outbreak of food poisoning which could result in the closure of the cafd and/or dairy whilst investigations by
the Environmental Health Office are undertaken.

Additionally, the reserves would allow for unforeseen capital works or purchases which may be required to
ensure the safety of the farm site (e.g. replacement of unsafe animal housing or to replace faulty tools and
equipment).

To cover such eventualities, the trustees believe that Acorn Venture Association needs to hold in reserves 6
months of resources expended and have maintained this position throughout the year.

The actual level of free reserves held Is stated in our annual accounts.

Structure, governance and management
The Association Is a charitable company limited by guarantee, incorporated on 26 July 1985 and registered with
the Charity Commission on 4 March 1986.

The Association was established under a Memorandum of Assodation which established the objects and powers
of the charitable company and is governed under its Articles of Association.

The charity is a company limited by guarantee and has no share capital.
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The trustees, who are also the directors for the purpose of company law, and who served during the year and up

to the date of signature of ths financial statements were:

A D Burke

P L Burrows (Resigned 12 January 2023)
K Evans (Resigned 14 September 2022)
M V Johnson (Resigned 25 August 2022)
R T Muspratt

R V Rishworth

C J Raderick
A P Ware
F C Hartshome (Appointed 12 January 2023)

We are always keen to welcome new trustees on to the board which meets quarterly. Dur aim is to recruit
trustees who ars able to complement the skills and experience of our existing board.

In line with our Memorandum and Articles of Association the trustees may appoint any interested party as a
member of the board either to fill a casual vacancy or by way of an addition to the board. Any member so
appointed shall retain their affice only until the next AGM, but they shall then be eligible for re election.

None of the trustees has any beneficia interest in the company. All of the trustees are members of the company
and guarantee to contribute f1 in ths event of a winding up.

All trustees have completed a Declaration of Canfidentiallty and a Declaration of Commitment and Eligibility to be
a trustee having regard to Section 72 of the Charities Act.

We have in place a number of policies relevant to ths trustees which help to ensure that governance of the
charity is performed to the highest standard. These include a Trustee Recruitment Policy, a Conflict of Interest/

Loyalty Policy, a Register of Interests and a Trustee Code of Practice.

Notwithstanding that Fiona Smith, the manager at Acorn Farm since 1987, retired in January 2023, it would bs
remiss not to mention her in this report. Fiona informed the Board in August 2022 of her intention to retire in

December 2022. During her long service shs has overseen the development of Acorn Farm in becoming a
recognised, highly praised visitor attraction in North West England. It is only right therefore that this report
recagnises the hard work, dedication and leadership that Fiona has given during her tenure. The thanks of ths
Board is extended to her in recognition of hsr commitment and loyalty.

Small companies provisions
This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions relating to small companies within Part
15 of ths Companies Act 2006,

The trustees report was approved by the Board of Trustees.

C J Roderick
Trustee
Dated: 11 September 2023



ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 34 DECEMBER 2022

The trustees, who are also the directors of Acorn Venture Association for the purpose of company law, are
responsible for preparing the Trustees Report and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and
United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

Company Law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair
view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources, including the
income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that year.

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

- observe the methods and prindples in the Charities SORP;

—make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

- state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

- prepare the financiai statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity
will continue in operation.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at
any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the
Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT

TO THE TRUSTEES OF ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

I report to the trustees on my examination of the financial statements of Acorn Venture Association (the charity)

for the year ended 31 December 2022.

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the trustees of the charity (and also its directors for the purposes of company law) you are responsible for

the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006
(the 2006 Act).

Having satistled myself that the financial statements of the charity are not required to be audited under Part 16
of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of my examination of the
charity's financial statements carried out under section 145 of ths Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act). In carrying

out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under

section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act.

Independent examiner's statement
Since the charity's gross income exceeded 6250,000 your examiner must be a member of a body listed in

section 145 of the 2011 Act, I contlrm that I am qualified to undertake the examination because I am a member

of the ICAEW, which is one of the listed bodies.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with the

examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect'.

1 accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 366 of the 2006 Acti or

2 the financial statements do not accord with those records; or

3 ths financial statements do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act

other than any requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view which is not a matter considered as
part of an independent examination; or

4 the financial statements have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the

Statement of Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities applicable to charities

preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and

Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the financ1al statements to

be reached.

( ) t)(,t (,&

Peter Atkinson F.C.A

Jackson Stephen LLP

James House

Stonecross Business Park

Yew Tree Way

Warrington

Cheshire
WA3 3JD

Sap 15, 2023
Dated

-10-



ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
INCLUDING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Income from:
Donations and legacies
Charitable activities
Other trading activities
Investments
Other income

Notes

Unrestricted
funds

E

60,767
309,443
290,827
45,422

Restricted
funds

E

Total
2022

E

60,767
309,443
290,827
45,422

Total
2021

E

306,322
258,011
137,868
39,200

3,636

Total Income 706,459 706,459 745,037

~E* d I

Cost of generating funds 11,195 11,195 12,315

Charitable activities

Total expenditure

429, 115

440,310 4,465 444, 775 340,379

4,465 433,580 328,064

Net incoming resources before
gains/(losses) on Investments

Net gains/(losses) on investments

Net movement in funds

Fund balances at 1 January 2022

Fund balances at 31 December 2022

13

266, 149

(136,103)

130,046

2, 124,493

(4,465) 261,684 404,658

(136,103) 124,225

(4,465) 125,581 528, 883

261,915 2,386,408 1,857,525

2,254,539 257,450 2,511,989 2,386,408

The statement of hnanclal activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities.

The statement of financial activities also complies with the requirements for an income and expenditure account
under the Companies Act 2006.
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2022

Notes
2022

6

2021
6

Fixed assets
Tangible assets
Investments

14
15

968,826
1,357,488

619,759
1,459,409

Current assets
Debtors
Cash at bank and in hand

16 32,457
171,956

2,326,314

25,514
361,071

2,079,168

Creditors: amounts falling due wilthin

one year 17

Net current assets

Total assets less current liabilities

204,41 3

(18,738)

185,675

2,511,989

386,585

(79,345)

307,240

2, 386,408

Funds of the charity
Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds —designated

General unrestricted funds

18
19 1,875,000

379,539

257,450
1,750,000

380,222

261,915

Total unrestricted funds 2,254,539

2,511,989

2, 130,222

2,386,408
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

BALANCE SHEET (CONTINUED)

AS AT 34 DECEMBER 2022

The company is entitled to the exemption from the audit requirement contained in section 477 of the Companies Act
2006, for the year ended 31 December 2022.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for ensuring that the charity keeps accounting records which
comply with section 386 of the Act and for preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state
of affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and of its incoming resources and application of
resources, including its income and expenditure, for the flnancial year in accordance with the requirements of
sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to
financial statements, so far as applicable to the company.

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year in question
in accordance with section 476.

These financial statements have been prepared and delivered in accordance with the provisions applicable to
companies subject to the small companies regime.

The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 11 September 2023

C J Roderick
Trustee

Company Registration No. 01934024
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Notes
2022 2021

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash generated from operations 24 179,915 436,810

Investing activities
Purchase of tangible fixed assets
Proceeds from disposal of investments

Investment income received

(369,340)

310

(560,790)
300,000

39

Net cash used In Investing activities (369,030) (260,751)

Net cash used in financing activities

Net (decrease)/Increase in cash and cash
equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents at end of year

(189,115)

361,071

171,956

176,059

185,012

361,071
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Accounting policies

Charity Information
Acorn Venture Association is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and Wales. The
registered oflice is Acorn Venture Farm, Depot Road, Kirkby, Knawsley, Merseyside, L33 3AR,

Accounting convention
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the charity's Memorandum and Articles of
Association, the Companies Act 2006, FRS 102 The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of ireland" ("FRS 102") and the Charities SORP "Accaunting and Reporting by Charities: Statement
of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with ths Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)" (effective 1 January 2019). Ths
charity is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102.

The charity has taken advantage of the provisions in the SORP for charities not to prepare a Statement of
Cash Flows.

The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the charity. Monetary
amounts in these financial statements are rounded ta the nearest f.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to reflect certain
financial instruments at fair value. The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below.

1.2 Going concern
At the time of approving the financial statements, the trustees have a reasonable expectation that the charity
has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Thus the trustees
continue ta adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial statements.

1.3 Charitable funds
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of their charitable
objectives.

Designated unrestricted funds relate to funds that the trustees have designated for a particular project within
the the objectives of the charity.

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditians by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes and
uses of the restricted funds are set out In the notes to the financial statements.

1.4 Income
Cash donations are recognised on receipt. Other donations are recognised once the charity has been notified
of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount. Income tax recoverable in
relation to donations received under Gift Aid or deeds of covenant is recognised at the time of ths donation.

Legacies are recognised on receipt or atherwise if the charity has been notified of an impending distribution,
the amount is known, and receipt is expected. If the amount is not known, the legacy is treated as a
contingent asset.

Other trading income is measured at the fair value of ths consideration received or receivable and represents
amounts receivable for goods and services provided in ths normal course of business, net of discounts.
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Accounting policies (Continued)

1.5 Expenditure
Expenditure, Including irrecoverable t/AT is recognised on the accrual basis,

In particular, the policy for including items within costs of generating funds is as follows:

Charitable activities comprise those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and services
for its beneficiaries. It includes both the costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those costs
of an indirect nature necessary to support them.

All costs are allocated between the expenditure categories of the Statement of Financial Activities on bases
designed to reflect the uses of particular resources. Costs relating to a particular activity are allocated directly,
while others are apportioned on an appropriate basis.

1.6 Tangible fixed assets
Tangible fixed assets are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost, net of depredation
and any impairment losses.

Depreciation is recognised so as to write off the cost of assets less their residual values over their useful lives

on the following bases:

Long leasehold land and buildings

Renovations
Outbuildings and paddocks
Fixtures, fittings and equipment
Motor vehicles

Play equipment

Over the term of the lease
20% per annum straight line basis
10% per annum straight line basis
20% per annum straight line basis
25% per annum straight line basis
Over 15 years

The gain or loss arising on the disposal of an asset is determined as the difference between the sale
proceeds and the carrying value of the asset, and is recognised in the statement of financial activities.

1.7 Fixed asset investments
Listed investments are initially measured at transaction price excluding transaction costs, and are
subsequently measured at fair value at each reporting date. Changes in fair value are recognised in net
Income/(expenditure) for the year. Transaction costs are expensed as Incurred.

investments in subsidiaries are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost less any
accumulated impairment losses. The investments are assessed for impairment at each reporting date and
any Impairment losses or reversals of impairment losses are recognised immediately in net income/
(expenditure) for the year.

A subsidiary is an entity controlled by the charity. Control is the power to govern the financial and operating
policies of the entity so as to obtain benefits from its activities

1.8 Impairment of fixed assets
At each reporting end date, the charity reviews the carrying amounts of its tangible assets to determine
whether there is any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss. If any such indication
exists, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to determine the extent of the impairment
loss (if any),

1.9 Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid

investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are shown
within borrowings in cunent liabilities.

-16-



ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Accounting poflcles IContinued)

1.10 Financial instruments
The charity has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 'Basic Financial Instruments' and Section 12
'Other Finandal instruments Issues' of FRS 102 to all of its finandal instruments.

Financial instruments are recognised in the charity's balance sheet when the charity becomes party to the
contractual provisions of the instrument.

Financial assets and fiablfities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there Is an intention to settle on a
net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Basic financial assets
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the
effective interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction is
measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial assets
ctassified as receivable within one year are not amortised.

Derecognltion of financial assets
Financial assets are derecognised only when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the asset expire or
are settled, or when the charity transfers the financial asset and substantially afl the risks and rewards of
ownership to another entity, or if some significant risks and rewards of ownership are retained but control of
the asset has transferred to another party that is able to sell the asset in its entirety to an unrelated third party.

Bas/c financial liabilities
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors and bank loans are initially recognised at transaction price unless
the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the present
value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of Interest. Financial liabilities classified as payable
within one year are not amortised.

Debt instruments are subsequently carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method.

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course of
operations from suppliers. Amounts payable are classifled as current liabilities if payment is due within one
year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially at
transaction price and subsequently measured at emortlsed cost using the effective interest method.

Derecognltion of financial liabilities
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the charity's contractual obligations expire or ere discharged or
cancelled.

Employee benefits
The cost of any unused holiday entitlement is recognised in the period in which the employee's services are
received.

Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the charity is demonstrably committed
to terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits.

1.12 Retirement benefits
Payments to defined contribution retirement benefit schemes are charged as an expense as they fall due.
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

2 Critical accounting estimates and judgements

In the application of ths charity's accounting paliciss, the trustees are required to make judgements, estimates
and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent from other
sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and other factors that

are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates.

Ths estimates and underlying assumptions ars reviewed on an angaing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that

period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future

periods. The key accounting estimates made by the trustees in preparing these financial statements is In

respect of depreciation as detailed in the accounting policies.

3 Donations and legacies

Unrestricted
funds

general
6

Restricted
funds

Total
2022

Total
2021

Donations, legacies and gifts

For the year ended 31 December 2021

60,767

46,583 259,739

60,767 306,322

306,322

Donations and gifts
Gift aid

Donations

34,441
26, 326

34,441
26, 326

36,625
269,697

60,767 60,767 306,322

4 Charitable activities

2022
6

2021
6

Daytime activities programme

Product sales
Educational income

Other income

215,640
62,444
29,439

1,920

210,782
45,634

233
1,362

309,443 258,011

Analysis by fund

Unrestricted funds —general 309,443

For the year ended 31 December 2021
Unrestricted funds - general 258,011
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

5 Other trading activities

2022 2021

Sponsorship
Admission charges
Horse riding charges
Petting pavilion charges
Room hire

829
228,380

17,554
40, 534

3,530

763
107,632
13,032
15,503

938

Other trading activities 290,827 137,868

All income for both years relate to unrestricted general funds.

6 Investments

2022
f

2021
f

income from listed investments
Interest receivable

45, 112
310

39,161
39

45,422 39,200

All costs for both years relate to unrestricted general funds.

7 Other income

2022
f

2021

Furlough grants received 3,636

All income for both years relate to unrestricted general funds.
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

8 Cost of generating funds

2022 2021

undra sin and

Other fundraising costs
Investment management administration costs

265
10,930

1,055
11,260

11,195 12,315

All costs for both years relate to unrestricted general funds.

9 Charitable activities

2022
f

2021
f

Staff costs
Depreciation and Impairment

Costs of activities in furtherance of the charity's objectives
Indirect employee costs
Premises costs
General administrative costs
Professional fees in support of charitable activities

Direct employee costs
Governance costs

288, 579
20,273
65,716

2,116
33,869
14,081

1,622
3,995
3,329

214,897
13,176
43,930

953
37,526

7,202
1,086
2, 971
6,323

433,580 328,064

Analysis by fund

Unrestrtcted funds - general
Restricted funds

429, 115
4,465

433,580

For the year ended 31 December 2021
Unrestricted funds - general
Restricted funds

327,062
1,002

328,064
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

10 Independent examiner remuneration

Fees payable to the Independent examiner 2022
9

2021
f

Independent examiner review of the annual accounts 2,000 2, 105

Non-audit services
AII other non-independent examiner services 1,329 3,518

11 Trustees

None of ths trustees (or any persons connected with them) received any remuneration or benefits and there
were no other transactions with the trustees during the year.

12 Employees

Number of employees
The average monthly number of employees during ths year was'.

2022
Number

2021
Number

Charitable activities 24 18

Employment costs 2022
6

2021
6

Wages and salaries
Social security costs
Other pension costs

263,764
18,834
5,981

199,119
14,273

1,505

288,579 214,897

There were no employees whose annual remuneration was 660,000 or more.

13 Net gains/(losses) on Investments

2022 2021

Revaluation of investments (136,103) 124,225
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

15 Fixed asset investments

Cost or valuation
At 1 January 2022
Valuation changes
Income

Management fees

Listed Other
investments investments

f

1,459,408
(136,103)

45, 112
(10,930)

Total

1,459,409
(136,103)

45, 112
(10,930)

At 31 December 2022 1,357,487 1 1,357,488

Carrying amount
At 31 December 2022 1,357,487 1 1,357,488

At 31 December 2021 1,459,408 1 1,459,409

Other investments comprise:

Investments in subsidiaries

Notes

22

2022
6

2021
f

16 Debtors

Amounts falling due within one year:
2022

f
2021

F

Trade debtors
Other debtors
Prepayments and accrued income

18,460
12,042

1,955

8,525
14,993

1,996

32,457 25,514

17 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year
2022

6
2021

Other taxation and social security
Trade creditors
Accruals and deferred income

737
1,674

16,327

196
66,489
12,660

18,738 79,345
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

18 Restricted funds

The income funds of the charity include restricted funds comprising the following unexpended balances of
donations and grants held on trust for specific purposes:

Balance at
1 January 2021

Movement in funds
Income Expenditure Balance at

1 January 2022
Expenditure Balance at

31 Oecember
2022

F

Restricted funds

Farm building
refurbishment

3,178

259,739

(1,002) 2, 176

259,739

(1,002) 1,174

(3,463) 256,276

3,178 259,739 (1,002) 261,915 (4,465) 257,450

The restitcted and farm building refurbishment funds relate to fixed assets that were bought using restricted
income with the annual depreciation charge of these assets being allocated against the brought forward

balance.

19 Designated funds

The income funds of the charity include the following designated funds which have been set aside out of
unrestricted funds by the trustees for specific purposes:

Balance at
1 January 2021

Resources
expended

Transfers Balance at
1 January 2022

Transfers Balance at
31 Oecember

2022

f f

Farm building
refurbishment fund 1,550,000 (299,297) 499,297 1,750,000 125,000 1,875,000

1,550,000 (299,297) 499,297 1,750,000 125,000 1,875,000

20 Analysis of net assets between funds
Unrestricted Restricted

2022 2022
f

Total Unrestricted

2022 2021
f f

Restricted
2021

Total

2021
f

Fund balances at 31
December 2022 are
represented by:

Tangible assets
Investments
Current assets/(liabilities)

711,376
1,357,488

185,675

257,450 968,826 357,844
1,357,488 1,459,409

185,675 307,240

261,915 619,759
1,459,409

307,240

2,254, 539 257,450 2,511,989 2, 124,493 261,915 2,386,408
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

21 Related party transactions

Remuneration of key management personnel

2022
6

2021
f

Aggregate compensation 84,289 83,309

Transactions with related parties
During the year the charity entered into the following transactions with related parties:

Gift Aid

2022 2021
6 f

Entities over which the entity has control, joint control or significant influence 34,441 36,625

34,441 36,625

The following amounts were outstanding at the reporting end date:

2021
Balance

Amounts owed by related
parties

2022
Balance

f

Entities over which the entity has control, joint control or significant Influence 12,042 14,993
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ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

22 Subsidiaries

These finandat statements are separate charity tlnancial statements for Acorn Venture Association.
Consolidated financial statements are not prepared as the parent company and Its subsidiary is considered a
small group.

Details of the charity's subsidiaries at 31 December 2022 are as follows:

Name of undertaking Registered
office

Nature of business Class of
shares held

% Held

Direct Indirect

Acorn Venture Trading Co. As per parent
Ltd company

Cafeteria services and the saleQrdinary 100.00
of gifts

The aggregate capital and reserves and the result for the year of subsidiaries excluded from consolidation

was as follows:

Name of undertaking Profit/(Loss) Capital and
Reserves

f f

Acorn Venture Trading Co,
Ltd (129) 135

23 Control

The charity is controlled by the trustees.

24 Cash generated from operations 2022
f

2021
f

Surplus for the year 125,581 528, 883

Ad)ustments for:

Investment income recognised in statement of financial activities

Fair value gains and losses an investments

Depreciation and impairment of tangible fixed assets
investment management fees deducted from porffolio

(45,422)
136,103

20,273
10,930

(39,200)
(124,225)

13,176
11,260

Movements in working capital:

(Increase) in debtors
(Decrease)/increase in creditors

Cash generated from operations

(6,943)
(60,607)

179,915

(12,387)
59,303

436,810

25 Analysis of changes in net debt

The charity had no debt during the year.



Jackson Stephen LLP
James House
Stonecross Business Park
Yew Tree Way
Warrlngton
Cheshire
WA3 3JD

12 September 2023

Dear Sirs

ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

We confirm to the best of our knowledge and belief that we have made appropriate enquiries of
management and staff with relevant knowledge and experience and, where necessary, have inspected
supporling documentation sufficient to satisfy ourselves that we can properly make each of the following
representations to you in connection with your audit of the financial statements for the year ended 31
December 2022.

General
1 We have fulfilled our responsibilities as directors set out in the terms of your engagement letter

under the Companies Act 2006 for preparing financial statements in accordance with applicable
law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice), for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view and for making accurate
representations to you. All the accounting records have been made available to you for the
purpose of your audit and all the transactions undertaken by the charity have been properly
reflected and recorded in the accounting records. All other records and related information,
including minutes of management meetings, have been made available to you.

2 The financial statements are free of material mlsstatements, including omissions.

Internal control and fraud
3 We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation and maintenance of internal

control systems to prevent and detect fraud and error, We have disclosed to you the results of
our risk assessment that the financial statements may be misstated as a result of fraud. We
have disclosed to you all instances of known or suspected fraud affecting the entity involving
management, employees who have a significant role in internal control or others that could have
a material effect on the financial statements. We have also disclosed to you all information in
relation to allegations of fraud or suspected fraud affecting the entity's financial statements
communicated by current or former employees, analysis, regulators or others.

Assets and liabilities
4 The charity has satisfactory title to all assets and there are no liens or encumbrances on the

charity's assets, except for those that are disclosed in the notes to the financial statements.

5 We have recorded or disclosed, as appropriate, all liabilities, both actual and contingent, and
have disclosed in the notes to the financial statements all guarantees that we have given to third
parties.

6 We have no plans or intentions that may materially alter the carrying value and where relevant
the fair value measurements or classNcation of assets and liabilities reflected In the financial
statements.



Accounting estimates
7 Significant assumptions used by us in making accounting estimates, including those measured

at fair value, are reasonable.

Loans and arrangements
8 The charity has not granted any advances or credits to, or made guarantees on behalf of, directors

other than those disclosed in the financial statements.

Legal claims
9 We have disclosed to you all claims in connection with litigation that have been, or are expected

to be, received and such matters, as appropriate, have been properly accounted for, and

disclosed in, the financial statements.

Law and regulations
10 We have disclosed to you all known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance

with laws and regulations whose affects should be considered when preparing the financial

statements,

Related parties
11 Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and disclosed

in the financial statements. We have disclosed to you all relevant information concerning such

relationships and transactions and are not aware of any other matters which require disclosure

in order to comply with legislative and accounting standards requirements.

Subsequent events
12 All events subsequent to the date of the financial statements which require adjustment or

disclosure have been properly accounted for and disclosed.

Going concern
13 We believe that the charity's financial statements should be prepared on a going concern basis

on the grounds that current and future sources of funding or support will be more than adequate

for the charity's needs. We have considered a period of twelve months from the date of approval

of the financial statements. We believe that no further disclosures relating to the charity's ability

to continue as a going concern need to be made in the financial statements.

Grants and donations
14 All grants, donations and other income, the receipt of which is subject to specific terms or

conditions, have been notified to you. There have been no breaches of terms or conditions in the

application of such income.

We acknowledge our legal responsibilities regarding disclosure of information to you as auditors and

confirm that so far as we are aware, there is no relevant audit information needed by you in connection

with preparing your audit report of which you are unaware. Each director has taken all the steps that

he ought to have taken as a director in order to make himself aware of any relevant audit information

and to establish that you are aware of that information,

Yours faithfully

Sep 14, 2023

Signed on behalf of the board of directors Date
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TRUSTEES lKPC56 flbKMDSIG DIRECTGR8' REPORl)

POR FHF IVER BIIGEO W OECSNSER SEll

The thlstees-paasHk their anneal mhpett and finarnAH staternemts forthe year ended 31 IDecemlher 2621l..

'IIlhe finanaiai ~en5a hase beerr peepared in accerdaace witlh the accaunttngt policies seL out imrote 1l to the
Ilnamciat statemsm5s and camp!a witlh tlhe ~s Nlemoranduar and ACclnr. ofAssoclatiorr, the Cormpanies Ac5
2008 and "Acemmbns andi Repertimg be. CIharitiex 85stemen5 sl Recommsndeel IPhhctice applicable to clharities
preparinl@eia ascsants in aenadance wiS the Rnancial Repertimg Randhrd applicable Ie the UK andi Repsblic
o5 Ireland (IFRS 102) (ef5adive1 Jamuaqr 261Q".

QbjIscthnm aad actisk5sa
Cur Alta
lkx pride e high quality, affbtdabie-aad imclusive resource fmr the losel community:

We believe that evesyome Ihaa a valued sscial sole Io pihLy within thai~ cemmunity anc4 tlherefore we gemide
opporMI5es. fbr imdividuals with disabIties aad young pes pie ta ftiilg partlcl pate im the day ts day. rmnnlngl af tlhe

farm

Public Banefst
We review our aiins, , objectives and actfvi5es- each year. . We- have re5srred tb the guidaace centaimedl irr the
Charity Ctemmssion's Charitiiss and Fulhlie Benefit. AII of oun charitabls. actlvi5es facus em tlhe pamisiam af skIIIS

deve5symentaad ~ionaI oppertsrritias fstr persons-designa5sd as Ihavimg spseal meeds. asd the premotton of
ether chaa5sbks psqzmmfbr tthe henefkof the carmmanitlr

A recent coarment fromr a visiter which stated 'rfris- is ae amazing plscs; I, can rate it~elo~ saggests
that we are alcceediny irr previdinl psblic bensfit.

This amnual repartsurms up what we have achieved amd the om5:oraes ofaur wsrk in the plevioas twetve montths.

It looks a5 thsr success e5 eacth key activity amd the Ihenefits wihictn they have brought ts tihosa gramps. af' peeyie
wlhichws-ase Mtuy to help;

Aellseenshnts aad perfisanance
g Gaytime Ssyye6 Prognusma
One ofthe-major ways wst-fulfH our aims-is irr the rennin@ ofeur vesLI'sumessftII dllyNae ac5vities prograrnrae for
psopie witth specisL5 nseds. We currently provide 108 plasements; per week to SSdifferent indlvialsels-. Illhis msml5s-

irr as havingi a msximunr of 20~ imdividuels who we sapport attendimg tthe farrow each day and assures tha5 sack
indtmdual gains maximslmbeaeS I'm the tiimetihatthey spend hera

Nos5 I'ndividualhh now purchase the service threagh ther ~al budhiet This is- either done em tlheir behalf'by.
the local asthsrity. via tlhs Internal Stevice Fund or by the irrdividual themselves via a Direr Payment. However
we. stiill trrve sswiee level agseemem5s fbr the provisiorr ofi community supgert services witth several local:
authomtiss.

Im &member we held our first eves Iong service ~ csrelomy fbr the ~we suppok Three individuals

who hase ciacihedl up mare than 7Syears beseem them helping sn the farnh received a shisihI anaL cesNicat'e to:
mark. thsiir imcredible comtributibn. Fanm sta5 and uoluntesse, tsgether with fneads anal relatsres„joined in the
csihbratiorr andi enLoyadl s buNk lurctr.



Oiir daytime activities- poogramiNe incSiides-

Haiieulkese
Harticaltural activities raage fram the preductlom aed sellirii of' I5eddingi pleats- aad haniiiig I5asSeta ta
aiaimteiniag the sensory Naden;, Iavvns aed flcwer bedlr

Cansenratian aetiiMee include rrrintsirrini. tike weadlancS erik„whicSi is widely esedl by visitars ae aur averflbw
ear parle arMI is aacessed thieugSi thia area and rnaiatairriag the treeshelterbeN.

Fasir Iiainterrarrce
Farm Maintenance tasks areurrd the farm site include buildlnii anirrrri shekers, raakiig bendhea armS piceic
tellus, flagiiag, fenciiiig, plumbing aad painting. .

Anfrnal Care
Actllrities includi celllsctirig and gracfhi the eggs aed feeslirig and mucking ou5 the aniiNaSa. Daiing school
Ihalidays ad5StianaII activities inckide assistirry in tlhe small animal petting sessions arrd giviiag Iharse edes- ta
visitors ta the famn Althoiiigh are have these- three speefic: daytlrie su ppeit- proyammes Acami Farra is ai thily
inc!usive paoject; Therefaiie, iadividuals with disaNIities- are invalveII i'n every aspec5 af runeing tSie farm an e
a4rily basis.

Veung Pacylh
Wh continue. . ta eaabte yauni ~ ta valunteer at the farre at weelbmds. ~ the sepal'slee af the
%helb ncS INanager they lheip to: rue tlhe farir carryimg eut all the tasks from caring for tSie arrimale te helping with
Ilerse rides and in the saialll arrima petting area.

%h Ihave- ae averaye- ofeigjit yaunI peeliile wllia helly ou5 sachet day. andi e waiting liat. of those wha wauldl like ta
volbateer. Mdi@ co tihese. respcesibilitles enabtes tSiern ta develop theirr selft esteem aind sense a4 pride iiii their
eoairnunity and eansequeetly. eiiicouN~es them te become respenisible cNzeas.

g Plant: galbe
Althouih we vreie net able ta open the farm ta vjsitars until J5ig the pNset sales area wee oiierr from:April. Nor
IiiacS aaatSier basy. p4et sales season. . The hiiih quaNty. oi the plan5s togatheii with the coNApetNive pricing arid
autstanNng cestamer device hae led ta a large ~r o5 customers retuiiiring year after year. The success e4
this eeteiiprise is a.cnedit. ta eur IHorticaltural Uai5 INanages, Mike Taylor, and Ihis teaar. Althau+ the vast majority
af the- pkanta are said irr the springl and sa~ we db have ptante tiiiba arid baeka5s- arr sale threaghou5 the
|rear.

e}:ILSireetoch.

lIthe fesn's livesteck. cantiitue te bee raajar aNactiarr fi5r eveiiyeae i'nvolved, includingi aur vlsitars.

IIIuneg the year 18 Iheibs

wereboar

ta eur ewes, wlrieh iiicludhd two se5 oft biplets aed three seta ai'hvins; ancS 1
slrrgllii:.

IPeerl the-pygmy gpat gee Srth tcr twias. IIlhey wee aamecS Hhey aad Hermiane.

Katiy the SadNebaek sea gave birth ta a litter eF 1I1 plglets. They were a multitude af colors inclhding giriger,
Sack arrd white in a rarrge ofdesigfie iniclucSng plaia„spats and stripesl!'IAfstching themi play promdedlraucSi joy ta
all wha sasv thesn

Rasie aed Lola the Iknseaweiie d5iliiISiteiiI ta staat- giving herse-rid@a agairr every weekencS arrdl avail day chang
schacri holidays once we opeeed again to visitars irn JIiily.

lithe meerkats coatlnue ta be veiy papulliin and they keep ae busy fAlinglin the- hellse they hase dui.

A!I the- anirmrih em the fairn ase eared far during the week by tSie peaple who we as ppar5 and at the ~ncSa by
aur yaurii velantisers.



ACGRM VENTRE ASSGCIATIGM

TRIJETEES REI'CRT' {CGMTII4JEDglICLNMMG MtECTGR8' REPGRT)

Fat Rl~ lmall alaal IC aeaeNeal alt

The animal spensolship scherae, that we. operate. coetlnuee ta be popular and Pedes us ta offset the cost of
keeping the animals. Sponsors are reeerdedl with a.cesbficate. a visitar"s. pass. te tlhe farm, a photcgpaptr aP Nieir
arimal:, birthday. aad Christmas cards artdl a meatibe ee the Relll ofHartoul en our website:. Ne have continued ta
ertrnd the scheme tu enslave sponsors t'o: addi the emk ofa.bale efi hay, ea-shaw ore baI ofanimal feedl anta their.

sponscfships

d) VNIltor Faclli5ee and AttracSens
Horse Rider
This 8ENdkp Is v8Ff pcpUHRD with]vlsitette. We clo Ilerse sdes-every weeltend afternecn thfcughellt the yeas. as well
as +zeros aftrrreon dhrinl school thoiidays. Irokinls wag also be made by grasps during term time During the
pe+xi vvevvee oper the hasses lhavegiven ries. te 5,41$chilhlrem

Smail Animal IPHtirrg Sessiena
This attractlam continues to: 5e ertnemeiy ~r with. many ~ visitotsr. Over 1C,ICG people attendhd
sessiorrs durrjg thst-period JINA-Decembsst: Activities-Include stroNng a rabbit, guinea piy anal a pet rat holding a
baetamhee andlplaying with Taby; Teddy. and Paddtr. the pygmy goata live pettirrg area. Ia oper to visitars-eery,
weekeed and bark IleHday and evesy day. dllring. sehoeilhoHdhye. .

e) Edreational Sewilcee
Uhfeltuaatsly tthese have beer suspen M since. the start oP Lockdowa bet normally Include

«School VisitsAM@KI flouter
~ Incu5ator IHire

Animebile globlle Fares Uhitj
«Antmai Handlinyworkshops
~ Farsr: tlhemed Acbvrty Gags

tl) Events
These Qsualg IQcludh

~ HlsiloweemFunt Day
~ Christmas Gretto

Botft ofwhich did rtet take piles due te the uncertainty ceasel 5y Covid,

g)'. Visitors;
Nfe reopenedl to visitors on 1$Jlg 2821 Ptavirty beer closed since-23 March 202th We. heal curbesies5 summer
holiday pesiod eser wefiuming oser 21,860: visitors in hugest aloee. . II:rom reopenlnI orr 18 Jblg uatil Z1

Dslxeker we received 48,947~s..

Ne ala receded a visit fitorn Ilr Nilel ~ey; the HIlth Sweriff eP: Melaeykdt arrdl Lesiey Martia Vtnllht the
Qief ExeuNve ef Keovvsley- ChamberfIHmal ofBLeiness Srowth earl I~le~tmen5 Io ~eg. They. were
both irapessedlveith the vary ver da with and for the cowmunNy:

h)' Fundhdeirg
Cur supporters continue te fundkaise fed us and several local compaelea have mac5s-doaatiem These iacludh- a
very genesces donatiarr by Standard Fusil v@o have dbeatrd 12months sapply of lheatleg oill

i) Tradhrg Company
Acorn Fesm Trading Coaqmny has been back irr business since the. Pesrn reopened irr July:. The ea% andi the
shop who Sade through the cempany leave-. both hat a verlr. busy summer. IHcwe~r; during busy periods both
the kitchee and caltr; area ~edl te cope wittr the vethme ofcustanms due ta Ihsufllcient seetinl irr the ca%
alee and lack ofwork spase i' the kitchen. SiirNasly the shop carr get.very eonlested.

j) IISsk Ilaragemen$
The- tress@ have cesducted a review of the major risks te which Sie charity ie exposed. This has led'. te Ne
irnplementetiorr af a numtreaof IIoticies indhding the ~ee Forcy;, which states that I@order t'o saiegrardl the
future ofthe~ we vvill hold ia reseeve sir meeSs of resources experrdhd.

These area cumber of other riaka vvhlch we LNe IdhetÃed artdl are dle5s@xl Im our Reserves Policy which' can be
fbundiim the Appendix ef'this rape% Vite. else have a Besiness Contihuity IPracedure



TRUSTEB% REPORT ~TlhIUECQ)IMCLLXflklQ DKECTQR8' REPORT)

MR tMl' half EHOK& Sl~aai

Interrel risks are miisirnised by. the iriplernentatian of adhlitlonaI policies Inclading Policy ansi Plactics- orr
IPsynsents Banking armS Cu~ Procedure. PaysoII IFIniancial ~ure. Cubit'el Purchasea Policy armS Asm%
ContrelL

~urea are Iis plsae t'e ensurss cGfApilaace wjtth hseltbarmS safety oI sttsN; ~w8'sappGrti, volunteers and
vials' These inchsde a comprehenstve: se5 ol'risk assessmen5s. The implementattoa ofssfeguardiny pelleisss for
Ihoth Valraerathle Adults andi Childrsa ensase that we deal veith any. sjafeguardirmp issues vshich may arise irr a
coasistent manner: All palictes ase reviews ors a reymlsr basis by tlhe trastees. .

RonsL Smitten

racy. Vsumble

IWke Ta Iiss

Briam~

Farm Manages

Dsp Iwsasger/Rnance OIIlcer

Hbstlcultusal Unit lN er
Farm Mairrlesance W'arker

PttojecS Admi'nil~
Jlsne McKilltsp Cafe Man es.

ZaneSa Radilovss Cafe AssislssS

Lisa Hu hes 5}hcp%brlher

Farm Assrnall Superviser

L rr RSzpatridh

L.ndsey Comrr

Gardtsner/Sa Nhskes

I~dhsndllI er Job~
NleslhermS Ilanayer (Jhb Share)

Cafe Teens Leades.

IsslesrmS CafeAssistant (Jo5 Share):

GafeAssistant Jo5 Share:

Animat PeNny Area SUyeevisor

/ Retool holid Horse%de Supervises

relay Hoses Ri'dhs Su pesvisor

d Hbrss: RIdts Helper

d Horse RIdh Helper/FaranAssistant

canes. (weehermSs):

Acosn Ferns eantinuss tc succeed Ilsrgeh/ threagh the hi~ level ef comnltmsN shown by the staff t~ who are
always willlhg ta talr thais lharmS to whatever seeds-doisg.

Alii sSsff ass encouraged te undertake traisisg relevant tu the(@rale.



A great dhal has bees aahieved is tenes. o$ aur pIsened site recanfiguratfoni. Phase 1A. which inetudesl the
eonshuctiomof the bridge to link aurciiiirest site to the new sNe together v@h the esecSorl cfnew. animal shelta~
water instatlatioo„ f~ (both secuii5y, andi stack pmaf fencinl). asd tlhe lay3ag af pathways was completed iri

July 2821. This was l~ SiiKiedlby KMBC.

Phase 1ilL vghich inetudee the sew Access Read and Visitor Gari park begyn im Nomembar 2621 anal ie due t'e Se
campletediin IFebruary 2822.

Phase 2 is the construe@on af'the neo f'asm hatk la 2822 we iiiape to undertake a nwjar fandraieing csrnfmigri ta
eaable us ta acthieva this ..

One c4 the mr@ few benefifs. ofLackdosli asd 5einl ciosedi te visitors-was tlhatwe-were able to peas aiiieadi veith

same major irnprosements ta the fermi site %lese irctudtNl faking dowa the- oll redundant pall~ secarity.
fencing irr the centre o5 the farm. Tliiis was installed aver 38 yance aea ta provide a secure carapauad fon Se
aaimalti ever nig5i5 ches we hsd no periilet'er secarity fereirig, We retaimed thesteeNuprilht posts aad attached
steel«praof fereing te make a paddock; lWiese metal geste. wN net nevi replacing.

We removed aa oitS leaky shipping eantaineI wliichiensi5iied «s te nrake aa additiosal pathway arourrd part oS the-
farm. Tlhe has not only opened ulii tha5 paiii: o5 the ferro to our visitona bat has also eliininatesi 2 dead eiMis.
ShoultNt5iere 5ie ai fuller pandemic arid a. reqoirement ta sacislljf. distaacs. it' wNl enablt us fe inane a an~ray.
route aaausd the farm. liliie eonoreting of the pathway was a great team project. which everyone wedosit ea
together- particularly vdms the bulkorder of~aA«concrete arnvaN

Paintisg af tthe adreisslans*kiosk„anirsal 5eusirag, pil wall„feecinl„berches arid picnic 5ablhs.

ffnaseiaP. iieviae,
Fallowing the iteopening of the fannt ta visitcea incarae fiiir the yeas incneased tm EE45L (28M: 6382k).
Expeaditiiire for the year desrease@to R34@k (2020: K385k)i resliltingi la ai net Isiiii before i~meats of 6465i«
(28ZL ~.Urireaiised isvesttnes5 gains oflK124k (28$k R28k) were achieved is ths year.



TRUSTEES REPQRT 0"Gt4TINM~CKUIMIG ERECTORS REPORT j
FOR' THE VELAR E5f8EQ Bf8ECHI88ER 262t

Reserves pomajg
TheAaxn Farm Boardl of Trestees. rauxpises. tL1e need to held rseerves to alisw for errllsreseee circursstances
wkich ceald NesaNin a substaatlalidrop ia i~.These coald incluch:

2. A. Ilack. c4 ftwndinm could cause- local authorities- to tswmliaate the contrasts whicth they have withe us far the
provisiorr of day services foe ~war disa@ilitlea

3' A.fire, flood om airnillwr iacldeat could assail in bossiness internlption whihN repaire are-uaderway:.

4. Severe-vveather could sesult irr damage. to the farra buildings. making the site-unsafe for visitors. uaN repaiie are
undertaken.

5 Outbreak af animal dl~ (e.l.. IFoot and Moo+ acmli} wftich eaux result in tke compulsery closer' of' the
farm fbra periodl oftime.

6.Outbreak af'food poisoning whish could rewlt irr the closare of the cafb andlor dairy whilst Investigations by.
the Ehvirosmental Health GNIce are arxlerfeken.

Additionally; tlhe reserves woold alltw far unforeseea capital works or purchases e4iietr may be recpuim5 te
ensure the satlsty of the farm site (eLg. replacerneat of~aeimal housing or. tb' replace- faulty teats and
eqlllpment)„

To cxmer escb ~ualitiee, the trustee@ believe tthat Acorn VentUre A~iorr needs te tkdd ia reserves. 8
months of resources espesdedl and.'have maistaised this positiorr thrcuothout. the year.

Theachud level of free reserves Iield is statal in our anaual ~$,.

Future plass
Our pllajmr ftor 262k inclede

anteing Ne animals arr te oar new peacocks
«Openirrg, tthe new entramce arml car park for our visitors

Fundraisiag fora new purpose bum farnm hub
~ Nfeddng vvitb DK Aschiteets on the censtruafioe ef tl|e farre hu5

Conctueloa
Acee Farm continues tb pmvide a highly valued aad affordable resoujce far both the local community andi
visitors; flem further a5eldL Nle are delighted. 'ta be back operr agairr for our visitors andi the. peopllm- we supllort.
Nts ass proud that our facilities areaajayeaI'by. alt.

In the comiag year we wm strive to continue te serve the commusi5y ta the thighs standtlds.

85ructure„governera:a and managameatl
TheAssocialioe is a charitablle cemtpany limited 5y guaraatee, incerponated on 2$ Jhllf. 1985all registered with
the~Conanissise oa 4 Mamtn1988. .

TheAssocietian was establishedl undhr a INenaoraadura ef Rssociatiarr which established the objects aad peseta
ofthe charitable company. aad is govemredl unalert its Articles oNAsaauatloe. .

The ctharity is a campaey limitedl by, gaaraat'ee and has na shee cayitisll.



TRUSTEES REPORT fccNTILLlEDIpkciQDIMG KNREcTQfM" REPGRT)

PCIR lBE IIK i%HI taat3 1 QICSHIWp aaf

The thistees, wSe are aim the directeaa far Ne purpose ofcompany Iaw, and who served duriag theyear andi up
t'o the date of sijyraatureof the: fraanciall s5atemen5s. were:
AD Burke
FL Burrows

%&ram (Resigned 16Seyhalrber 2GZQ
MlO' Johnson {Resigned 25Aegus52622):
R T Muspratt

R V RisihwosN

C J Radhnck
AP Itare

Nh are ai5vaya keea ter vekerae aew ttushses am to the 5aard which meets. qp~:. Cur airrr ie te recreit'
ti estees. who are atNs to comptemen5 the skills sad eapeNience

odious.

e&5ngl boasd.

le lirre; wir ou5. tNsmoranalam aad Art@as ofAmociMam the trustees nray. appoint any. ib5arestedl peaty ae a
~aber of the boan5 either te All a casaal mcancy or by way o5 arr ad5titiorr to the beardt Aay rnernber ao
appointed slall retain their. eNce only uatll the next AGE@ lout they, shall then be eligible for~eNee. .

None of the trastess has any 5emNciai iateres5 in the coarpany Ail of the trustees ale men5ers ofthe coarparay
and guarantee te contribute K1 ia the evento5 a winding ~
All trestees have. completed a.Gedaratiiw oS ConflcNsetiatity

armlet

Declaratioe ef Comraineet andi Eligibility tu 5e
a.truatee lhaviag regasd fo:Sectiorr 72 of tt5e Chaitiee Act.

We thave int plase a euraber ofpoticies relevaa5to the trustees which help to eaaure that governeaceof the
cherie is performedlto the highest standard. Theee inciuale a liest'ee Rectuitmee5 Puli';, e coaflic5 of interest~Policy, a.Register of interests and a Trustee Codh-of Ptee5ce. .

Small eeaqraniea provieiens
This repor5 i5as baca prepared irr auordhaace with the~ provisions relatiiag to small companies within Part
15 o5 the CorapanieaAcL2CG6.

I

T eE
Datesl::6



The thsatees, , vsho are- also the directese aF Assn Venture Aeseuatian for the purpose of' curn&~ law; ase
responsible for preparini the Trustees ~and the Snaaciat stafements in accosdanee with applicable law and
lijnitedlKiisgdormAccounting Standards (VrNed Kegdom GerreaNy Accepbsd Accounting Racticsl,

~ny Lao requires the trustees tm psepase finaacial statementa for eactr fimancial:year which give a trueand fair
view of the state- af afMe o$ the~aad of the incoming sesaurcea and applicaNom of resources, inciudiisg the
incurne aad expenditursr. of& tthe ehasi5skle company Pos.that yeas.

Ih psepaang theI financial statement's, , tthe t'rustees. ase required tot:

- seHsct. suitable aumunting poH'cise andi 1@en~ thssm cunsisteatly;;

- obserm the method and principles irr tthe Charities SORP;

- make judgementa ansi estimates thatase reasonable and prustent-„

- state vrheSer applicable UK Accmntihg Stisadarde have- baca fblliswed, subject to any. material departunse
disclosed andi explainsxlirr the financial atatemeeta; and

- prepare the firaancial statemente en the Icing eoneem ~untesa it ie ihappropnate fe presume thar' the..charity
vsill continue in operon.

The trustees. are responsibli for keeping adhcpate ascountimg recordis that. dischee with reasonablts. accuracy a5
any Sme the finareial gesitiorr of the chaslty arrd ena5lls thesr te ensure that the fhsancfal stafesstea te coltpky wife& the
Cenpanies Act 2GGR They. are atso responsible fbr safjsguardiag the asseta of the chauty andi hence..for faking
reasonable steps for the pneentiorr andi defective of'Craudl and other irregularles, .



INDEPKNNENT EXNNINER. '8 REPCNT

TQ- THE TfRRHEE8 GF ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION

I repmE to the trustees on my, easrninaborr of tile flnaecial statemente ofAcorn Venture Assooiatioo (the charity)
for ti5e yewrendedl Rl Deceerber 2021.

Reepoaelbllkiee andi basta e4 seyoN5

Aa the taustt'sos c4 the chart+ (and alee i5s.di~ fear the purposes ofI company law)i you are responsible for
the pseparatioo ol' the financial. stafernenfs. Ia aceorc4snce witth Ne requiremeots of the. Comlmniee Act SKIS
(tho 28CSRot).

Having. ssIMesl myself'that the ffhencie5 sfatsmente af tlhe etrsi5y. ase sot: required to 5e audited uader Pattt16
of Ne 2006 Aet aed are eligible les irrdeponden5 exaroieation, I report in respes5 of roy exarninatiaa of the
charity's finansiaI sta5earsets carried out under ~145 o5 the- Clharitfes-Act 2611l (the 2%1 Rctj.; lo carrying
ou5 my. examinabam II hase followed all the applicators Direc5'oas gives by the G5tarity Cornmissoe under
sectiorr 1~5)(I5):of the 2611 Rct

laloyeadea5 explainer, 'h sta
Since the charity'S grow iiaccme esceededl R2RV100: your esernineN. most be a memi es. of' a body lisle irr

sectiorr 1l46 al'the 2611I Ast I conNrm tha5 II are qyNIifled- to uadert'eke the seearainatiorr because I

arne

meml5er
ofthe. ICAIBN; wlhictr is one-of the-listedl bodies.

II have completed my, examination. I corr@tn that no matters have cotne to my, attentioa irr coneectice witth the
examination giving nae caus+to believe. thatirr any matenMrespsct.
1 accountinyresorde nese aotkeptimrespectof'theciharity as. required 5y ssctiorr 386of the 2005Ac5; er
2 the-financial state&nests do rmtascold withthose records; or

the-Itnaacial stsleaents db not: coarplg viith the aecountiog requirement o5 ssetiorr 386 of the 2898~'
oNer than aay reqlsremenf tha5Ne ascoonts givea true andi fbi' view wlhichia rrot arnat5st-considered as
part ofI arr independea5 exsmiraatiom;. or

4 the financial s5stemen5s havo not Seem ptapased irr ascordaece wiN the methods aod principles of the
Ratoment of Ilheorwnendbcl P~ fsa. accounting andi reportlny by. chesNes ayplicaNh to chaitles
preparing their accounta ia acsordance wIN the Rraancial Reporting Standhed applicable ie tW UK aad
RepuMs ofl Ireland. (FRS102)'„

I hase no coacsrna and &vscome @erma no ethos erNsrs in connection veith the exanioatioa te which
at5sstfon. sNNuldl be drawrr ia this rogert ini order to enable a pwopss ondeastandlag oSNe financial stafemente. to
be reacheel.

Jasksorr Replan ILLP

James House
Stonscroar Business Park
Yew Tree ehy
tlmingtorr
Cheshire
WR3 3JD~



SVATEINE4I It'OF-I'INAHClwk ACTIVITIES"
INCLumNC INCOINE:N4Diil9IPSMBllMRE. ACCOUN'Ii

FQR FHiE YEAR BPiQMD 3f,. 8KCHNK%R24Qf

UlwrestHot551 Restdctsd
Sssdsr. fund&:

R'
,

-'

TCCllllll Ii

2640=::
K:,„,

Donations:. mdllsgyjies
Gharitableiac5vi5ssi
Otiterhtrading astivities. .

i~ments
Otiteeineqme'

3!tt

4%

Sn
8K

46t,583-'
258,Otl, 1lil

18WNN=
31,290

3,NI6.i

3MI!32R!
255,91lt

1~868!
39',20O:

+636!

Total iscarnis'. 485,+8~ 259,7M!.: 745,037'- 382,915=:

Cost of generation Iisndm 1',QI1,5 i 1Q,51I5 12,g59ttiii

C5hritable'. acmvitiee

7otal exyenditaea'. -:

MN InCOrnlihtt;reaeuncee before giS)n&
(tosses): en~lnses5rrentsr

Mht gainsl(lease/on invest tnentS

Qht rnevernenti in&ada

Fund bsllness at"1 !Jhnuary. 2821

Itundi Nekancse ati$1IOkcsrnkes SO1 !

32%,082'= 1,082!:-:32$964 352,IMI2!'='!l

gyS, N7lr 1,082, : 341K,WS 364,ISIII!Ill'll

145,Ã1

124,%5!t

258)73K-" 40llt88 17@F4lltl l

25'pf5W Ik

276, 1I468 258,:7377'-l 528,$88 43!74&No

3'178" 'ii[867~,528 1,813:778M)

F„124;4985 261,918-' Q3t%,465 1,857, ;&%i%

755 statement of ffneneiel actwitiesmM@S'All gairrs sndliosssa resogpisec5in the year.

All income and ssp!I.nditsre deiriiire fhsmi!comtihuing„ycNitles.

TM statement of'.fihanoismac5vities aWe emnpiies. vithi the requiresIsnte Ititr an income:.end' expesditure accouritar"&

us~ the.CsmpsniesAet 2908.

-10-



Fixed assets-:
Tarrgibih assets
Inveetrtienth

Cvrree$ aesetsr
DeMbm

Cashiat break::sred in hajrrd

2',$79;168I

CredltIIIrsmamcwnte fikilirrg duemlthirs
One ~ll 1'

Net eurrerrlIIassetIs'

Total aeeets teeeeyrrrerrtHliitilittae

367;240

Fbndeef the charity
ReetrIiated fUeke
Urrrestl1crted fund@-desigrrat& I

68nersl urlrreetnctaKI fiirrrds~

Tetallbreestrict@dlf0rwtst

2,386/40@I



8ALAtlcE:88EET'6 GNwlNUEQJ'I

AErAK3f DECIRf88R 28Zf

Th'e Carllpsfltr; ls+NtittEkl tO,'tille: 8X881ptSn ffem thetsudttt fequlremeat 48ntslsed lni 8885Mf4V Qf'%le C@mpanie@Aclfi
2006; far the. year~ sndediR DiscembemKE1 ..

The dlrectars ac&kn4edle~ their esppne5ilittesaf5r'"enserittrg that::the" charity" keep@ sccxerating recerds elSctb"'
COmply with SeC5em 388 ei the ACt arm4fo~tprepannlignanoial Steternerltaw@iCh. give a~MeWn5 ttair vievv Of the~e. :
ofii'8ffsill8! af ths comps~ asr 85 thaen(SU@ the'5naaciel year snd. ~ef its'. iexesirrgigeeeurces and spplicaties etlIi

reaou~ inctudisg it@ iaceme asdl expenditure, fart. tea Swlncial yysr ib accemdasee:withvthe requirements cdlI&

sections 394 sndl895:. 'Isnd milch othevii5s:campiyIwittr the. requiiienlests of'the Cdrnpttsies-Act 2906ireMhQI@:='
firmancial staternestk so~far atsapplicaW;to the company:

The rnarsbere:Nave ret requiredl tN'5 carapsny to+Stain sn audit eSitaMsrrcisl ststeaerlte fer the year in qeeetlorr. -

irr aeaerdmeewitttitrection 4M.

These flsareisl a@tswente. "have been prepared'and deHvered is socerdance~iurith the provisiaae:spplicatNs ttt;-;'

cernpmiee select'ter the entail corspaniieseregirrre".

ata~~rappweN by, the Trustees en 8 Ckfabem262R

"' Radii
etee

C5irnpa Af'Rsg )stNtt0n Nisi N934tl24!!



ACGRN VENTURE AS%X:IATIGN

FlkTENK%T GF CASH FLOWS

Faa tllP FECR ElfalEG Bi QECKeeEP

Casir News faoer oyelr5ng ac5viles
Caelii generated from apesa5mns

Inveetingi act&5ee
Purchase oi'tengiblefixedi�eaeef-
ePremds�ar

disposal of'tanglile fixed

Proceeds arr disposal of' inveebments

Investreent inconre reeeved

Net cash usecI ir~ inves5ntt actlvlles

Net cash usedl Ib Ieanciag activities

Net incleaeH(dhc~ In eashi aml easir
equivalents

Ca& eed csslii equivekeis aL beginning oi'year

Casir aad cash eqiaMente at eel ofyeas.



ACORN VENTURE A88GCfATIO:N

NOTES To THE FlMAN| IALSTATENIENT8

FISt lBF%KIIReallHI Pt BECENBee KIRI

Aceoustini pottctes;

Charity. intormatton
Acorn Venture Associalae isa private company limitedlby guaraetee incorporated in Englissd and Valse. %he
registered 8%ca:leAcerfr ~r8- Fannl 9epot RO8@ HOrkby, KnQw~ MhIBEPpBIdh„L38 3'.
Aceeentlno conventHon3

The Snancial s5stemenfs. have bees preysre5 iiI accaralance with the charity'S Mernoraadurn and Articles of
Associationl tHte Companies AcL ZE8;, IFRS102. The Rnancial Repolttnl Stasdard appliiuble irr the UK aad
Rswjublic of'Ireland ("FRS1')' aad the Charitlea SGfltP "Accouatlrrll armS RewerHng 5y Charies: Reternent
of Reeornrnendhd Rm5ce appHcable to dharitias ~ng their accounts ie aecerdance vNh the lFinaneial

ReyaNng St~ applicable im the UK aed RepubHCof Irelaad (FRS 102)"' (Mectfve 1 Jaauary 2819)i t1fhe

chanty isa iPubHe Sane@Entity asdefined'by FRS 16Z.

The cherie has- take@ adveatage of tSte promsions irr the SORP for charities. act to: prepare a Statement of~Flows.

The finarmial statements ass prepared ie sterling. which is the functional cunency of tt5e charity. Monetary
amoua5s. imNess financial statements are rouaded te the nesses5 R,

The flnaacial stathamets have 5eee preparejjS undetr the lhisbzical cssL cenvesttoa„nredledi te reflect~
ftaarrciall instruments at fair veSse. The prinicipal aceounHingi poHciea adbpted ane Set out~
Scnnoconcsrn
A5 the titan of approviag the flhanciaH statements, tihe trustees have a reasonable aspsslstian. tHjat tt5e ehae5y,
has edemata teseurces to centiaue in oper%anal exis5snoe for the fbreseeabNa- future:. Thus the tru~
continue t'a sdbp5 tt5e Ioingi cancer& basis ef aceounlhg in preparirry the financial statsgnentIL

Charitable Sunda
Unrestricted funds are asailabH for use a5 the discretion of the toust'ees in furthsesnce of their charitabH
objectives-.

Desigrratedlunrestrictedl fhnda relhfe to funda tha5 the taus5sm thavedesigrrated fot-a particulhurproject within

tSte the abjjwkves of the charNg:

Restricted funds are subject to specific: conditimss hy donale aa te how they may be used. The purposes armS

uses of the restricted ftjads- are Mltout in the notes to the finance statements.

Ihcnrne
Cash donatiorts are recegrrised on receiptL Other donates are reecgpiseck once the charity lhaa bees noHfiedl

of the donation„unlhm perfbrmanee coadittons rmpiie deferral ofl the anwunt. Income the recovesable irr

relatiorr to dbaatimna received undeI. GiftAid or desmSs ofceveeant is-recognised at the-time o5 the dhnation.

lLegasiea are recognised orr receip5 or othenese- I ths cStarity lhaa been notifledi of arr iarpendingi cSstributtoa„
the. arnoua5 is kncnwa, armS receipt is. expectedL lf the aawunt ie not. known„ the legasy is t'rested as a
contiIlggNk asset.

Grant incame- in the year ol' R3,g86 is irr reMom to tSte Coronamrus Job Retsntimn Scheme, aN conditrons
attached ts the greet hase bees met.

Gthes trailing iiacome is meassnedl at the fair value e$ the co~etiam received ol.receisable arrd replesents
amounts reseivaNe for glods and services provided ia the normal course ofbusiness, net ofdisceunts.

- 14-



NOTES TG THE FINANCNrL STATEMKMTS (CONlllWEQJ

FOR DIP XPPR &CIEO If dECHIBER 2SRf

Recounttrrg potieiee (Caatinueg

Expandt5ute
Expenditure;, inctudiag irmcavesabte VKf is resoctnised arr tSie accrual basis.

Irr particelar, the-pellsy ibr iiacluc5hg items withirr ~af geaersNng ftiinds is as fellbws-.

C~e sctivitiea comprise those caste iaculed by the- charity i' the delivery af' its activities and selvicea
fbr its beaeficiariee l5 iactudhs batik the costs ttrat can be all5icated direcSIii ta such activities aad thase casts'
of arr iadirectnature necessary ta supparttheam

Afl caste are aiiheated be5veerr the expenditure categpifes- al' Ne St'atemen5 e5 Financial Rotgut'sss oa tasse
cSssigned t'ureflec5 the uses;of psrticularresearcee. Cce5s-relating ta s particulas. activity an all~ alirectly;,
wIIiile ethers- are apportioned eni an appropriate basis.

Tangible fQeed aserets
Tsmjblt fbosd ~are initially rleasured a5 cast and suSiseslaently measured at cast, sets depisciahorr
and any impairment-' lasses

DeprmMian is amxgniasd sa aa te wate oFthe cost ofassets Iliiss their residuaI values over theiir useful lives
on. the fellbwinl basev

Loag Iissselbaid land arid buildings

Renew atlmnis

Qutbuitdfhgs andi pasldacka
Fixtures, fittings snd equi pmen5

Motor vehicles
Pliiiy ~meat

Qver the term af tlhe lease.
ZP/. pel snnusr straijySit lirre basis
ilo/o pel snnuar straigSit line basis
25% pel snnuar st~5 line basis
25%%uo pea snnuar straigSi5 line basis
1lo%%uo, pair snrium straiggi5 line basis

The gairr or Ibas arising em the dispesa5 af arr asset. is- determined as the difFswnce beseem the- sale
preceeds armS the casrying valua of the asset; aed is recognised iiii the statement efQencisi astiuitiee.

Filed asset Ia~ents
Listedl investments are initisISfi measured at transaction price eactbding traasactibn casts, and are
sut5sesluerNy measures5 at' xiii velbe at each repartingI cSiit'e. Changes- ie fair value are recognised irN net
iaceirieI(expenditare) far tthe year. .Transaction costs are: expeimed as- incurred.

Ihvastmea5s- iri subsidiaries are initislliy me+ared a5 cas5 and subsequen measured a5 eas5 Ihsa any
accumulated impairaien5 losses. The inves~ ars. assessed far impairraeat a5 each. reportingl cSii5e aad
any, impsiiment losses ar reversals eS impairliee5 losses are recegniaed iaimesliateNy, in net: incomef

(expenditure): flair the. year.

A su5isidlsry. is arr entity controlled by, tliie charity:. Contrail is the pevtsr te gomrri tthe financial anal cpemting
IIalicies efI Ne entity se aa t'e abtairr benefits fiom its astmities

Impairnmnf of Sxed asseta
At. each reliorting end date, the c5iarity reviews the carrying amount's of its- tangi5ile ~ to determine
whether these is any irxlicstfoe that these assets Ihave suflere5 an iinliairment lass. If'sny suc5i indicate
exist's, the: recevemSe amouat efl the asseL. is estimatecS in' ardh» ta determine Ne ex5sat efI the impaisment
loss(If any). .

Cash aad ca%4 eit uivaleflts
Cash snd cash ~ants include cash im head, depcssth IIiekl at eall saith banks, other short-fern liquidl

irees0nents witb origirsal maturitiea of tlhree- months ar less, ancS bank oserdrafbi. Bank ave af5s. are s5iovrn

withie bosrcaviraga in current llalhillties.

-15-



ACORN VEMTlj.RE A88GCIATICN

NOTESTG THE FWANCIALSTATHNENYS (CON'INUKDJ;

PBFt IIIE IWIR MCIEB BfdECHMHI 2laf

(Cantlaeed)

1.1C Finaacial iaatrulaealir
The chaaty has- electedi ta appllt'. tf5e preisiesa of Sectiorr 11 'Rwic Rnascial Instrsments' anc5 Saclios 12
'other Rnaacial Ihstrumenta I~'of FR$10R to all c4 its finarciaI insbanienta.

Rnaacial instmuraents are recognised in tlhe charity'5i balaace sheet vghae the charity bacorass party to t5ie
cant~ provisions

agatha

i~raent.

Rnaacial ~ andi li&ilitiea ane ~, wiN the rret aracents presented irr the financia steteraents, when
there Ia a legal enforeeablI right to set offi the recognised aaiouets anal Narc is am intsntiem tci settle on a
ne5 basis or tci realise. the assetaad settle the liabiii5y-simsltensou~

Basic- tEnartctat asaeta
Brie fihanciall aase5s, wNcfe include de5iteaa aed cash anal 5iank I5alancee, are. ihitially meewred at
transactios price incltuding traa~ costs aad are aa5iseiiiuiently cerned at amorttsed cost using t5ie
ective interest rsethod unless the arrangaeientcenstitates a fiaancing traneaNm„whem the taansactiorr is
nieasured a5 the present value of the-ftiituisr ieceipts discounted at a market: ra5e of interest Rnaacial assets
ci5issiSed as iiece~withirr one year are na5 aniortised.

Beracegpera cd Aaaaefat assiata
Financial assets are darecogaisadl only when the caatxaettjal rights te the cash flows froee the aase5 expire oa.

are settled, er vghee the- charity t'ralisfars the finaecial asset andi sabst'entialiy alii the risks and rewards of
owiiiership te arrother enti5y, or ifl sonae significan risks aad revvarc4s of ownership are iistainacS but uetral of
the asset. thaa taansfhweal ta another party that' is able ta sell the limits entirety t6 aa uaiialated third party:

&sate- tlfnanefat tiaMitiea
Basic financia liabl ties, ineludingi creditors; and bask: loans aie initially ieccignised at bansactiorr price usiliiss
tlha ananlement constitUtes a fihaacingi tiaasastion, wham tfiie debt irethment is measured at the pageant
valuie e4 the futeie paynisafs. discxaua5sd at a. market rate e4 interest. Rnanciai liabilities classified as payeOlb-
wlthIrr ons-' year are net afsoftlssct ..

De5i5 ins0uments are sebsequently camriedl at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate melhodL

Trade crsditoisE are obiiggttons to pay fbi gmiods. or services that. hase beam acquired irr the-ordinary. cauli of
opelations- from suppliers. Amounts paye5ile are- cisssNed as cumen5 liabilitiie if payment is dhe within ons.
year or Iles. I$ not, they are piasentad aa non-current liab@timr. Traiile creditors; aae resogfiisedl initially at
twnsactiom pnoe andi sabssiiluently measaredi at amartisedI cost using tfiie effecbve iiathses5 method.

Qerecottwi5un etth lian Jet.¹5/Site
Financial liabilities are dbrecognised vgheiii the- cha~ contrastoal obligations expire or are discharled or
caacegtMI. .

&aplbyee I5enetlts
The eos5 of any, unusedl holiday antititsIiaa5 is recisgniasc} in the period in which the empl~ services; are
received.

Tmmiaatien benefits are reuxpised: iimmedlisteNt. as ae expense wherr the-chanty is demons@ably coaimittec5
to terminate tile employman5 of am employee or tu piiovide termination. bei+45s-

Rettrement bsnef Ra.

IPayraantsto defimed con5nbaSomretirsaise5 benefi scheraes; are charged as an expense ae tthey fall dhe.



MQTES";To' TNE FINANCIAL SrATEIIEN'rsigGNTIHUED]I

F6R ill'%FAR'GV889 Wit gECHÃ88R 282tl

Ort55al aceoentkhiilaslmat~ luctgemsarta.

le the applicatien ol' Neetlaritg'8 ascountingyr@ciea, ' tits: trustees are requiredi4a realms! jtwtiamenfd„esltaetae'
and assumptions abeu5tthe. caaryiag amme&ef' ~andlliabilitiea ff18t'are~r1et readily:aygeentii85a1 etcher'
soulcaR T'ai estlalatesi8nd aasaQated assUNptiens asa based cN histQAcal eKpeflence'and other facters~that'!
are;GaresideteditedmM!hvant. ,Acyl reaultamay diffuse from~Nese estiraatea:

The.~imates and endsflyjng. aseumptteaa are reviewed en an oagoino 5asis1 Remiians teaaeceonttlegi
estlmMa are recolyjaadl ini Nle Iirerioal ini vehieh the estlmat@ is-revised where: tie revisfan atfects~aalgithaf. '

parried„,pr irr the:periedilaf the~ am@on and fiuture-padoda vvhere:- the revisicniIaffeCta letkjcuaen5~and %luce:
ppriede. Tha key-accoantNQ estih18ttss rnalle by" the. trusttsea In papering thesej financial"sttstementads in
re@met'eMepresiatiknws'detailed irr theiaccaantihl paltcies. ..

3'. Gana5enaalrrd legacies Unrestricted

lit~cled
funda fends

gplal8l
R. „

ViRsi

SDnattons, Ieogctes and glfiS

Fet fjhe:yealliieadisdl8%0lemmbes 2K%

46,%3 259@'39"' 306i$22

1l0,492

1el492';

Dona5ena~and @Ra
Srft 81d'

Legasiiss
Qana5'mfa 9I958 2597'38"-269I$9l?'

54
1,QGOI

9I488i

289;739:.: 366AM 1et2!

4! CIIhTItaMeka@ttllli58:

Daytime; actlihtiea pgqientne.
Prgcklct ealesiii

Edtjcatlonaliiaeam18-
Other Insarae-. :

210I7188
45'634'

283l
1,Ne

21tl [,466i
M, 783I

3',@75i

O31 ~

258,91lfli

Anal|Isla. by, fundi

Vhrestrlctjsd keidt"-. general

Port~Na @cari ended. &ICNywmber 292e
l9hreetrleted fiindWgenerafi 255+Fi4



ACORN VEN7URE A88GCIATIGN

MOTELS TQ THE FIIAMCIAL STATHNENT8 fGGNTIMUElg

~KSt tNE SKIS EBIBEa lf eECEWIHF SIMP

Fundraiieg activities

Sponsorship
Admissien ehasges
Guided toule
Hbnse rialieg chesges-
Petting paeilion chaages
Raom hire

7Lt
107/82

13,982
15,583

988

61$
67$

21,7'm
1,978
2,194=

$,+f0:7'
137,588

ANlircome farboito years Ielate t'cr unrestrictec5 geaerat' fends.

6 Inasetreentsj

laceaefram listed ievestmeets
letees5 reeeivebte

46,795

49,874

ANI caste fer hath yeara reMa te umres5ieted Ierrerel fund@.

7 Cther IRCoN8-

Nh5 gairr arr dispaseS afIsa ji5te Axed assets
Furloegh greets receisecN

4',896
45,393

All inceme far both years relate ta unrestricted genesal ttmls'

- 18-



NOTE8 TCL THE RNAblCIAL STATHINKMT8 gXlNllNIIEDJ

FOR THE PEAR EPitGIED 3fEKCHI&ER 2824

8 Coal ef Ieaerattng fends

Other funalreisiiag casfa
investment rnaaagement admiiaistratian caste

1,655
11,260:

915
1l1,143'

12,315 12,659

Atl casts. far tmth yeamreBate to umirestricted general ftiada

Stam casts
Da preeiatian and imliiairment

Caste afactivities iia furthesance ail the chai5y. 'e abjectiaes
lsdirecteinplbyes. caste
Premisae casts
Geaen@adrninisttatlve ecs5s
Pmfesaanall fees irr mjypart e5 charitabie activNes-

Qired em playee eas5s-

Gommance cmifs.

&4987
13),178
43,980

953
37;528

T,282
1,088
2;gal
Sj323

248,888
17.,114.
37;780:

1,374
36,473

&,512
SGK

2,698
&,883

Analysis& by fund
Unrestricted ftinde- genemat

Reabfictedl fimnds

32T,OM

1,002

tFerthe peer ended 81I Deceialer 2CR
~~rioted funala - gerreral
Restsictermfands

3511,830
1I,882



NG'EE8 TIGI THE I:IIIAHGlAL STA~ENTS;(COMTJMVED)

HM 7HB %MR EANEQ 3fi QFCHIMER'. M2f

19 IndayendentljexamtNer remuaewatien

Face payatde ta&e.'iAdepeedeat. examlnew

lrndeyanakntMarniaer Neview, .ef Ore'anneal accounts: 2,/GAL 2,965!*

Men«audit:sensii5aa=. -

All other wRI4AcllNp8ncft. "Rt.exsrnlNar Sefvlc8&i 3,Pea

Hone ofi the.'trustees (Or anry~aa eenneafM wiN Siam) reaewedi any-: rernuneNNen er bene55a, andI th'arei~

were: ma otherI transactions vrithkhe. trust~:-siudiig the year.

12-'::::Emplayees:. -.

l4aaher ef eerplbyeaa
1Ihe:avenageIeroatNg numbseef ea~yeeederiiig the year was.=-.:

2621
Num5er"

26@16
Qbmlee~

Chantlableectivitiha

Kmpteyment'cee5!r . 20CRE
fI~

Nihgss: encl salaries
8@clai aaculkJ' coats.'

Q$8F'penSGAI CaatSFB

1M,11ISII

14;273'
1&505~i

228,@%)
12,gM':
8,92IIt

There:~o: ernpltryees whose:.~nu~al rerauneratian sea ~5er meme;

f3I.:Netgalnsgl5ases) oe iANesrtmentia

Revafbati'arr cf iriveatmenta



14 TattgiNe Sted aaasta

Ctslt
A51 Jhauary 2021
Additiarla

Long Aeekaunder Culbulldlngs Flhbtrss, iNbtsI vehletea
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The trustees present their report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2020. 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to 
the financial statements and comply with the charity's  Memorandum and Articles of Association , the 
Companies Act 2006 and "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019)". 

Objectives and activities 
Our Aim 
To provide a high quality, affordable and inclusive resource for the local community. 

We believe that everyone has a valued social role to play within their community and   therefore we provide 
opportunities for individuals with disabilities and young people to   fully participate in the day to day running of 
the farm. 

Public Benefit 
We review our aims, objectives and activities each year. We have referred to the guidance contained in the 
Charity Commission’s Charities and Public Benefit document. All our charitable activities focus on the 
provision of skills development and recreational opportunities for persons designated as having special needs 
and the promotion of other charitable purposes for the benefit of the community. 

This annual report sums up what we have achieved and the outcomes of our work in the previous twelve 
months. It looks at the success of each key activity and the benefits which they have brought to those groups 
of people which we are set up to help. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic had a serious impact on Acorn Farm. We were required to close both the Visitor 
Attraction and Day Service when the first national Lockdown was declared on 23 March 2020. We were 
subsequently able to begin opening the Day Service from August. However, we were unable to open as a 
Visitor Attraction for the remainder of 2020. The small size and existing layout of the farm site, together with 
limited facilities in the farm building, meant that our visitors would be unable to follow social distancing 
guidelines and therefore we would not have been Covid compliant. 

Achievements and performance 
a) Daytime Support Programme
One of the major ways we fulfil our aims is in the running of our very successful daytime activities programme
for people with special needs. We currently provide 100 placements per week to 39 different individuals. This
results in us having a maximum of 20 individuals who we support attending the farm each day and ensures
that each individual gains maximum benefit from the time that they spend here.

Most individuals now purchase the service through their personal budget. This is either done on their behalf by 
the local authority via the Internal Service Fund or by the individual themselves via a Direct Payment. 
However, we still have service level agreements for the provision of community support services with several 
local authorities. However, we had to temporarily close the Support Programme in March when the first 
Lockdown was imposed. The people who we support really missed the farm and the opportunities which it 
offers to them to socialise with their peer group and learn new skills. Many individuals kept in regular contact 
throughout Lockdown, constantly asking when they would be able to return and also I suspect checking up 
that we were looking after the animals properly! 

At the beginning of July, the first of the Local Authorities with whom we work granted permission for the 
service users whom they fund to return to Acorn Farm and by the end of August all Local Authorities had given 
permission. However, a number of vulnerable individuals who had been shielding during Lockdown still have 
not returned, although they hope to do so as soon as the vaccine roll out makes them less vulnerable . 
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Our daytime activities programme includes: 

Horticulture 
Horticultural activities range from the production and selling of bedding plants and hanging baskets to 
maintaining the sensory garden, lawns and flower beds. 

Conservation activities include maintaining the woodland walk, which is widely used by visitors as our overflow 
car park is accessed through this area and maintaining the tree shelterbelt. 

Farm Maintenance 
Farm Maintenance tasks around the farm site include building animal shelters, making benches and picnic 
tables, flagging, fencing, plumbing and painting. 

Animal Care 
Activities include, collecting and grading the eggs and feeding and mucking out the animals. Unfortunately, 
since we have not been able to open to visitors since March, the people we support have not had the 
opportunity to help with the additional activities which we run for visitors during school holidays which include 
small animal petting sessions and horse rides. However, they have continued to handle the small animals 
[rabbits, guinea pigs and Smokey Joe and Cocobean the pet rats] to ensure that they remain tame. They have 
also participated in horse riding sessions where they have had the opportunity to both lead and ride Rosie and 
Lola, the horses. 

Although we have these three specific daytime support programmes Acorn Farm is a truly inclusive project. 
Therefore, individuals with disabilities are involved in every aspect of running the farm on a daily basis. 

Young People 
Unfortunately, we had to suspend our volunteering programme for Young People at Lockdown. This is a very 
popular programme where, under the supervision of the Weekend Manager the young people help to run the 
farm, carrying out all the tasks from caring for the animals to helping with horse rides and in the small animal 
petting area. 

Under normal circumstances we usually have an average of eight young people who help each day and a 
waiting list of those who would like to volunteer. Taking on these responsibilities enables young people to 
develop their self-esteem and sense of pride in their community and consequently encourages them to 
become responsible citizens. 

We will reinstate this programme as soon as it is safe to do so. 

b) Plant Sales
This year despite Lockdown we had another very busy plant sales season. The high quality of the plants
together with the competitive pricing and high standards of customer service has led to many customers
returning year after year. This year, despite the pandemic we did not want to let them down.

Mike Taylor the Horticultural Unit Manager and Tracy Trumble the Farm’s Deputy Manager created, from 
scratch, a very efficient Ordering and Click and Collect system. They also organised a delivery service for 
vulnerable people who were shielding during Lockdown as we recognised the importance of gardening for 
people’s wellbeing during this difficult and lonely time. Mike and Tracy worked 7 days a week on this at the 
peak of the bedding plant season and as a result we had many very happy customers. We are very grateful to 
them for their dedication and hard work. 

c) Livestock
The farm’s livestock have missed our visitors.

Before Lockdown 17 lambs were born to our ewes, including one set of triplets and seven sets of twins. 

Gertie the pygmy goat gave birth to Toby in June . 
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Kathy the Saddleback sow gave birth to two litters during the year totalling 19 piglets. They were a multitude 
of colours including ginger, black and white in a range of designs including plain, spots and stripes! 

Our four miniature Southdown sheep named Rose, Dorothy, Blanche and Sophia are also missing going out 
to schools as part of our Animobile project. 

Sadly, William our elderly horse passed away in May. However, we were delighted to welcome Lola to keep 
Rosie company. We hope that she will enjoy giving rides to visitors as much as Rosie does. 

We also welcomed 2 new meerkats Villanelle and Eve. 

The animal sponsorship scheme continues to be popular and has been particularly helpful during Lockdown in 
helping us to offset the cost of keeping the animals. Sponsors are rewarded with a certificate, a visitor's pass 
to the farm, a photograph of their animal, birthday and Christmas cards and a mention on the Roll of Honour 
on our website. We have extended the scheme to enable sponsors to add the cost of a bale of hay or straw or 
a bag of animal feed onto their sponsorships. 

d) Visitor Facilities and Attractions
Horse Rides
This activity is usually very popular with visitors. When we are open to visitors we do horse rides every
weekend afternoon throughout the year as well as every afternoon during school holidays. Bookings may also
be made by groups during term time.

Small Animal Petting Sessions 
This is another popular attraction with many repeat visitors when we are open. Activities include stroking a 
rabbit, grooming a guinea pig, holding a newly hatched chick and playing with Daisy and Lottie the pygmy 
goats, and Smokey Joe and Cocobean the pet rats. It is usually open to visitors every weekend and bank 
holiday and every day during school holidays. 

e) Educational Services
Unfortunately these had to be suspended at the start of Lockdown but normally include:

• School Visits/Guided Tours
• Incubator Hire
• Animobile [Mobile Farm Unit]
• Animal Handling workshops
• Farm themed Activity Days

f)  Events
These usually include

• H alloween Fun Day
• Christmas Grotto

Both of which were unable to take place due to social distance requirements. 

g) Visitors
We closed to visitors on 23 March 2020 and were unable to open again for the remainder of the year due to
Covid-19.

We were very touched that so many local people fundraised for us whilst we were closed to visitors during 
Lockdown. The ideas were varied and all donations were very gratefully received. 

h) Fundraising
The events held and sums raised were as follows:

• Sponsored silence [Sophia and Zachary Alloua]   £250
• R affle of pictures [Flash Interiors]   £180
• Climbing Snowdon in fancy dress [Kirkby Mascot] £1,250
• Sponsored head shave [Debbie and Sarah] £400
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We were also extremely grateful to a good friend of Acorn Farm Helen Alloua who sold over 12,000 of our 
eggs to friends, family and colleagues. No one had told the hens that we were in Lockdown so they just kept 
on laying! 

i) Trading Company
Acorn Farm Trading Company has been particularly badly hit by the enforced closure of the farm due to
Covid - 19. The café and shop who trade through this company have both been closed since March.

j) Risk Management
The trustees have conducted a review of the major risks to which the charity is exposed. This has led to the
implementation of a number of policies including the Reserves Policy, which states that in order to safeguard
the future of the farm we will hold in reserve six months of resources expended. We have been particularly
glad of this policy this year as the Visitor Attraction was closed for 9 months of the year.

We also have a Business Continuity Plan. 

Internal risks are minimised by the implementation of additional policies including Policy and Practice on 
Payments, Banking and Custody Procedure, Payroll Financial Procedure, Capital Purchases Policy and Asset 
Control. 

Procedures are in place to ensure compliance with health and safety of staff, people we support, volunteers 
and visitors. These include a comprehensive set of risk assessments. The implementation of our 
Safeguarding Policies for both Vulnerable Adults and Children ensure that we deal with any safeguarding 
issues which may arise in a consistent manner. All policies are reviewed on a regular basis by the trustees. 

k) Staff  Team
Permanent  Staff:

Name Job title Hours 
Fiona Smith Farm Manager 35 
Tracy Trumble Deputy Manager/Finance Officer 37.5 
Mike Taylor Horticultural Unit Manager 37.5 
Vacant Day Services Manager 30 
Brian Carroll Farm Maintenance Worker 37.5 
Jane McKillop Cafe Manager 37.5 
Lisa Gunn Farm Animal Supervisor 37.5 
Catherine Brailsford Farm Assistant/ Driver 30 
Sue Rowan Gardener/Support Worker 6.5 
Lynn Fitzpatrick Weekend Manager (Job Share) 6 
Val Kelly Weekend Manager (Job Share) 6 

Although we were able to furlough some members of staff through the government’s Job Retention Scheme, 
unfortunately we had to terminate the contracts of other staff members. 

l) S ite Developments  - Farm Site
We are continually making improvements and doing repairs to the farm site; thus ensuring that it is safe for the
animals who live here and the people who both visit and work here.
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We are members of the following organisations: 
• National Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens
• Knowsley Chamber of Commerce
• Knowsley Visitor Economy Network
• Knowsley Business Watch
• National Association of Farms for Schools

Accreditations: 
• VAQAS (Visitor Attraction Quality Assurance Scheme)
• CEVAS (Countryside Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme)
• LOtC (Learning Outside the Classroom)

Financial review 
Due to Covid-19 income for the year decreased to £382k (2019: £604k). Expenditure for the year also 
decreased to £365k (2019: £608k), resulting in a net gain before investments of £17k (2019: £4k net loss). 
Unrealised investment gains of £26k (2019: £131k gain) were achieved in the year. 

Reserves Policy 
The Acorn Farm Board of Trustees recognises the need to hold reserves to allow for unforeseen 
circumstances which could result in a substantial drop in income. These could include: 

1: A global pandemic. 

2. A lack of funding could cause local authorities to terminate the contracts which they have with us for the
provision of day services for people with disabilities.

3. A fire, flood or similar incident could result in business interruption whilst repairs are underway.

4. Severe weather could result in damage to the farm buildings making the site unsafe for visitors until repairs
are undertaken.

5. Outbreak of animal disease (e.g. Foot and Mouth, e.coli) which could result in the compulsory closure of the
farm for a period of time.

6. Outbreak of food poisoning which could result in the closure of the café and/or dairy whilst investigations by
the Environmental Health Office are undertaken.

Additionally, the reserves would allow for unforeseen capital works or purchases which may be required to 
ensure the safety of the farm site (e.g. replacement of unsafe animal housing or to replace faulty tools and 
equipment). 

To cover such eventualities, the trustees believe that Acorn Venture Association needs to hold in reserves 6 
months of resources expended. 

The actual level of free reserves held is stated in our annual accounts. 
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Future plans 
Our plans for 202 1  include: 

• Relocating the Moses paddocks on to our new site
• Working with DK-Architects on the construction of a new purpose built farm hub
• Fundraising for the above

Conclusion 
2020 has been the most challenging year in our 35 year history. However, we have come through it united and 
strong. We are still full of plans, hopes and dreams for Acorn Farm’s future. 

2021 promises to be an exciting year with work starting on the planned reconfiguration of the farm site. 

We are confident that once we are able to reopen, we will continue to provide a highly valued and affordable 
resource for both the local community and visitors from further afield. 

Structure, governance and management 
The Association is a charitable company limited by guarantee, incorporated on 26 July 1985 and registered 
with the Charity Commission on 4 March 1986. 

The Association was established under a Memorandum of Association which established the objects and 
powers of the charitable company and is governed under its Articles of Association. 

The charity is a company limited by guarantee  and has no share capital. 

The trustees, who are also the directors for the purpose of company law, and who served during the year  and 
up to the date of signature of the financial statements  were: 
A D Burke 
P L Burrows 
K Evans 
M V Johnson 
R T Muspratt 
R V Rishworth 
C J Roderick 
A P Ware 

We are always keen to welcome new trustees on to the board which meets quarterly .  Our aim is to recruit 
trustees who are able to complement the skills and experience of our existing board.  

In line with our Memorandum and Articles of Association the trustees may appoint any interested party as a 
member of the board either to fill a casual vacancy or by way of an addition to the board. Any member so 
appointed shall retain their office only until the next AGM, but they shall then be eligible for re-election. 

None of the trustees has any beneficial interest in the company. All of the trustees are members of the 
company and guarantee to contribute £1 in the event of a winding up. 

All trustees have completed a Declaration of Confidentiality and a Declaration of Commitment and Eligibility to 
be a trustee having regard to Section 72 of the Charities Act. 

We have in place a number of policies relevant to the trustees which help to ensure that governance of the 
charity is performed to the highest standard. These include a Trustee Recruitment Policy, a Conflict of Interest/
Loyalty Policy, a Register of Interests and a Trustee's Code of Practice.  
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Small companies provisions 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions relating to small companies within 
Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006. 

The trustees  r eport was approved by the Board of  Trustees. 

C J Roderick 
Trustee 
Dated: 14 September 2021 
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The trustees, who are also the directors of Acorn Venture Association for the purpose of company law,  are 
responsible for preparing the Trustees Report and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law 
and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 

Company Law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and 
fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources, 
including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that year. 

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to: 

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

- observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

- state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charity will continue in operation.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at 
any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with 
the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for 
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
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I report to the trustees on my examination of the financial statements of Acorn Venture Association (the 
charity) for the year ended 31 December 2020. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 
As the trustees of the charity (and also its directors for the purposes of company law) you are responsible 
for the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 
2006 (the 2006 Act). 

Having satisfied myself that the financial statements of the charity are not required to be audited under Part 
16 of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination,  I report in respect of my examination of the 
charity’s financial statements  carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) .  In 
carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act. 

Independent examiner's statement 
Since the charity’s gross income exceeded £250,000 your examiner must be a member of a body listed in 
section 145 of the 2011 Act. I confirm that I am qualified to undertake the examination because I am a 
member of the ICAEW, which is one of the listed bodies. 

 I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with 
the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 
1 accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 386 of the 2006 Act; 

or 
2 the financial statements do not accord with those records; or 
3 the  financial statements  do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act 

other than any requirement that the accounts give a true and fair view which is not a matter considered 
as part of an independent examination; or 

4 the  financial statements  have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the 
Statement of Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities applicable to charities 
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102). 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the financial statements 
to be reached. 

Peter Atkinson F.C.A 

Jackson Stephen LLP 
James House 
Stonecross Business Park 
Yew Tree Way 
Warrington 
Cheshire 
WA3 3JD 

Dated: 17 September 2021 
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Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 
funds funds funds 2020 2019 

general d esignated 
Notes £ £ £ £ £ 

Income from: 
Donations and legacies 3 10,492 - - 10,492 44,937 
Charitable activities 4 250,174 - - 250,174 295,645 
Other trading activities 5 30,322 - - 30,322 219,709 
Investments 6 40,974 - - 40,974 43,442 
Other income 7 50,103 - - 50,103 - 

Total income 382,065 - - 382,065 603,733 

Expenditure on: 
Cost of generating funds 8 12,059 - - 12,059 13,181 

Charitable activities 9 351,630 - 1,002 352,632 594,717 

Total expenditure 363,689 - 1,002 364,691 607,898 

Net incoming resources before 
gains/(losses) on investments 18,376 - (1,002) 17,374 (4,165) 

Net gains/(losses) on 
investments 13 26,375 - - 26,375 131,153 

Net incoming/(outgoing) 
resources before transfers 44,751 - (1,002) 43,749 126,988 

Gross transfers between funds (19,271) 25,000 (5,729) - - 

Net movement in funds 25,480 25,000 (6,731) 43,749 126,988 

Fund balances at 1 January 
2020 278,867 1,525,000 9,909 1,813,776 1,686,788 

Fund balances at 31 December 
2020 304,347 1,550,000 3,178 1,857,525 1,813,776 

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year. 

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities. 

The statement of financial activities also complies with the requirements for an income and expenditure account 
under the Companies Act 2006. 



ACORN VENTURE ASSOCIATION 

BALANCE SHEET  
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020 

- 11 -

2020 2019 
Notes £ £ £ £ 

Fixed assets 
Tangible assets 14 72,145 69,627 
Investments 15 1,607,283 1,551,256 

1,679,428 1,620,883 
Current assets 
Debtors 16 13,127 27,949 
Cash at bank and in hand 185,012 186,036 

198,139 213,985 
Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year 17 (20,042) (21,092) 

Net current assets 178,097 192,893 

Total assets less current liabilities 1,857,525 1,813,776 

Funds of the charity 
Restricted funds 18 3,178 9,909 
Unrestricted funds - designated 19 1,550,000 1,525,000 
General unrestricted funds 304,347 278,867 

1,857,525 1,813,776 

The company is entitled to the exemption from the audit requirement contained in section 477 of the Companies 
Act 2006, for the year ended 31 December 2020. 

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for ensuring that the charity keeps accounting records which 
comply with section 386 of the Act and for preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the 
state of affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and of its incoming resources and application of 
resources, including its income and expenditure, for the financial year in accordance with the requirements of 
sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to 
financial statements, so far as applicable to the company. 

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year in 
question in accordance with section 476. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies 
subject to the small companies regime. 

The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 14 September 2021 

C J Roderick 
Trustee 

Company Registration No. 01934024 
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1 Accounting policies 

Charity information 
Acorn Venture Association is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and Wales. 
The registered office is Acorn Venture Farm, Depot Road, Kirkby, Knowsley, Merseyside, L33 3AR. 

1.1 Accounting convention 
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the charity's Memorandum and Articles of 
Association, the Companies Act 2006 and “Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial 
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)” (as amended for accounting 
periods commencing from 1 January 2016). The charity is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102. 

The financial statements are prepared in  sterling , which is the functional currency of the charity.  Monetary 
a mounts  in these financial statements are  rounded to the nearest £. 

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to reflect 
certain financial instruments at fair value. The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below. 

1.2 Going concern 
At the time of approving the financial statements, the trustees have a reasonable expectation that the 
charity has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Thus the 
trustees  continue  to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial statements. 

1.3 Charitable funds 
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of their charitable 
objectives. 

Designated unrestricted funds relate to funds that the trustees have designated for a particular project 
within the the objectives of the charity. 

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes 
and uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the financial statements. 

1.4 Income 
Cash donations are recognised on receipt. Other donations are recognised once the charity has been 
notified of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount. Income tax 
recoverable in relation to donations received under Gift Aid or deeds of covenant is recognised at the time 
of the donation. 

Legacies are recognised on receipt or otherwise if the charity has been notified of an impending 
distribution, the amount is known, and receipt is expected. If the amount is not known, the legacy is treated 
as a contingent asset. 

Grant income in the year of £ 45,303  is in relation to the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, all conditions 
attached to the grant have been met. 

Other trading income  is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable and 
represents amounts receivable for goods and services provided in the normal course of business, net of 
discounts. 
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1.5 Expenditure 
Expenditure, including irrecoverable VAT is recognised on the accrual basis. 

In particular, the policy for including items within costs of generating funds is as follows: 

Charitable activities comprise those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and services 
for its beneficiaries. It includes both the costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those 
costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them. 

All costs are allocated between the expenditure categories of the Statement of Financial Activities on 
bases designed to reflect the uses of particular resources. Costs relating to a particular activity are 
allocated directly, while others are apportioned on an appropriate basis. 

1.6 Tangible fixed assets 
Tangible fixed assets  are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost, net of depreciation 
and any impairment losses. 

Depreciation is recognised so as to write off the cost of assets less their residual values over their useful 
lives on the following bases: 

Long leasehold land and buildings Over the term of the lease 
Renovations 20% per annum straight line basis 
Outbuildings and paddocks 10% per annum straight line basis 
Fixtures, fittings and equipment 25% per annum straight line basis 
Motor vehicles 25% per annum straight line basis 
Play equipment 10% per annum straight line basis 

The gain or loss arising on the disposal of an asset is determined as the difference between the sale 
proceeds and the carrying value of the asset, and is recognised in  net income/(expenditure) for the year. 

1.7 Fixed asset investments 
Fixed asset investments  are initially measured at transaction price excluding transaction costs, and are 
subsequently measured at fair value at each reporting date.  Changes in fair value are recognised in  net 
income/(expenditure) for the year . Transaction costs are expensed as incurred. 

A subsidiary is an entity controlled by the charity. Control is the power to govern the financial and operating 
policies of  the  entity so as to obtain benefits from its activities.  

1.8 Impairment of fixed assets 
At each reporting end date, the charity reviews the carrying amounts of its tangible assets to determine 
whether there is any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss. If any such indication 
exists, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to determine the extent of the impairment 
loss (if any ) . 

1.9 Cash and cash equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid 
investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are 
shown within borrowings in current liabilities. 
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1.10 Financial instruments 
The charity has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 ‘Basic Financial Instruments’ and Section 12 
‘Other Financial Instruments Issues’ of FRS 102 to all of its financial instruments.  

Financial instruments are recognised in the charity's  balance sheet  when the charity becomes party to the 
contractual provisions of the instrument. 

Financial assets and liabilities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when 
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a 
net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously. 

Basic financial assets 
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at 
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the 
effective interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction 
is measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial 
assets classified as receivable within one year are not amortised. 

Derecognition of financial assets 
Financial assets are derecognised only when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the asset expire 
or are settled, or when the charity transfers the financial asset and substantially all the risks and rewards of 
ownership to another entity, or if some significant risks and rewards of ownership are retained but control 
of the asset has transferred to another party that is able to sell the asset in its entirety to an unrelated third 
party. 

Basic financial liabilities 
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors  and  bank loans are initially recognised at transaction price 
unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the 
present value of the future p aymen ts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial liabilities classified 
as payable within one year are not amortised. 

Debt instruments are subsequently carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method. 

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course 
of  operations  from suppliers. Amounts payable are classified as current liabilities if payment is due within 
one year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially 
at transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method. 

Derecognition of financial liabilities 
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the charity’s contractual obligations expire or are discharged or 
cancelled. 

1.11 Employee benefits 
The cost of any unused holiday entitlement is recognised in the period in which the employee’s services 
are received. 

Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the charity is demonstrably 
committed to terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits. 

1.12 Retirement benefits 
Payments to defined contribution retirement benefit schemes are charged as an expense as they fall due. 
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2 Critical accounting estimates and judgements 

In the application of the charity’s accounting policies, the trustees are required to make judgements, 
estimates and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent 
from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and 
other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates. 

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting 
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that 
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future 
periods. The key accounting estimates made by the trustees in preparing these financial statements is in 
respect of depreciation as detailed in the accounting policies. 

3 Donations and legacies 

2020 2019 

£ £ 

Donations, legacies and gifts 10,492 44,937 

Donations and gifts 
Gift aid 54 9,601 
Legacies 1,000 23,997 
Donations 9,438 11,339 

10,492 44,937 

All income for both years relates to unrestricted funds. 

4 Charitable activities 

2020 2019 
£ £ 

Daytime activities programme 211,485 210,802 
Product sales 34,783 64,068 
Educational income 3,075 18,689 
Other income 831 2,086 

250,174 295,645 

Analysis by fund 
Unrestricted funds - general 250,174 

For the year ended 31 December 2019 
Unrestricted funds - general 295,645 
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5 Other trading activities 

2020 2019 

£ £ 

Fundraising activities 619 5,567 
Sponsorship 679 1,015 
Admission charges 21,733 156,914 
Guided tours 1,070 8,819 
Horse riding charges 2,104 17,430 
Petting pavilion charges 3,410 27,547 
Room hire 707 2,417 

Other trading activities 30,322 219,709 

All income for both years relate to unrestricted general funds. 

6 Investments 

2020 2019 
£ £ 

Income from listed investments 40,795 43,254 
Interest receivable 179 188 

40,974 43,442 

All costs for both years relate to unrestricted general funds. 

7 Other income 

2020 2019 
£ £ 

Net gain on disposal of tangible fixed assets 4,800 - 
Furlough grants received 45,303 - 

50,103 - 

All income for both years relate to unrestricted general funds. 
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8 Cost of generating funds 

2020 2019 

£ £ 

Fundraising and publicity 
Other fundraising costs 916 1,891 
Investment management  administration costs 11,143 11,290 

12,059 13,181 

All costs for both years relate to unrestricted general funds. 

9 Charitable activities 

2020 2019 
£ £ 

Staff costs 248,883 270,338 
Depreciation and impairment 17,114 15,248 
Costs of activities in furtherance of the charity's objectives 37,790 58,958 
Indirect employee costs 1,374 583 
Premises costs 30,473 44,368 
General administrative costs 6,512 11,173 
Professional fees in support of charitable activities 905 396 
Exceptional VAT costs - 183,452 
Direct employee costs 2,698 6,876 
Governance costs 6,883 3,325 

352,632 594,717 

Analysis by fund 
Unrestricted funds - general 351,630 
Restricted funds 1,002 

352,632 

For the year ended 31 December 2019 
Unrestricted funds - general 593,715 
Restricted funds 1,002 

594,717 
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10 Independent examiner remuneration 

Fees payable to the independent examiner 2020 2019 
£ £ 

Independent examiner review of the annual accounts 2,065 2,025 

Non-audit services 
All other non-independent examiner services 4,818 3,020 

11 Trustees 

None of the trustees (or any persons connected with them) received any remuneration  or  benefits  and 
there were no other transactions   with the trustees during the year. 

12 Employees 

Number of employees 
The average monthly number of employees during the year was: 

2020 2019 
Number Number 

Charitable activities 18 29 

Employment costs 2020 2019 
£ £ 

Wages and salaries 226,323 243,599 
Social security costs 12,632 17,105 
Other pension costs 9,928 9,634 

248,883 270,338 

There were no employees whose annual remuneration was £60,000 or more. 

13 Net gains/(losses) on investments 

2020 2019 

£ £ 

Revaluation of investments 26,375 131,153 
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14 Tangible fixed assets 
Long 

leasehold land 
and buildings 

Assets under 
construction 

Outbuildings 
and paddocks 

Fixtures, 
fittings and 
equipment 

Motor vehicles Total 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Cost 
At 1 January 2020 118,049 - 582,328 113,051 36,568 849,996 
Additions - 19,278 - 354 - 19,632 
Disposals - - - - (21,078) (21,078) 

At 31 December 2020 118,049 19,278 582,328 113,405 15,490 848,550 

Depreciation and impairment 
At 1 January 2020 90,812 - 559,057 107,808 22,692 780,369 
Depreciation charged in the year 710 - 10,468 2,063 3,873 17,114 
Eliminated in respect of disposals - - - - (21,078) (21,078) 

At 31 December 2020 91,522 - 569,525 109,871 5,487 776,405 

Carrying amount 
At 31 December 2020 26,527 19,278 12,803 3,534 10,003 72,145 

At 31 December 2019 27,237 - 23,271 5,243 13,876 69,627 
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15 Fixed asset investments 

Listed 
investments 

Other 
investments 

Total 

£ £ 
Cost or valuation 
At 1 January 2020 1,551,255 1 1,551,256 
Valuation changes 26,375 - 26,375 
Income 40,795 - 40,795 
Management fees (11,143) - (11,143) 

At 31 December 2020 1,607,282 1 1,607,283 

Carrying amount 
At 31 December 2020 1,607,282 1 1,607,283 

At 31 December 2019 1,551,255 1 1,551,256 

2020 2019 
Other investments comprise: Notes £ £ 

Investments in subsidiaries 22 1 1 

16 Debtors 
2020 2019 

Amounts falling due within one year: £ £ 

Trade debtors 2,208 21,964 
Other debtors 8,806 3,905 
Prepayments and accrued income 2,113 2,080 

13,127 27,949 

17 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
2020 2019 

£ £ 

Other taxation and social security - 1,900 
Trade creditors 6,496 2,739 
Accruals and deferred income 13,546 16,453 

20,042 21,092 
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18 Restricted funds 

The income funds of the charity include restricted funds comprising the following unexpended balances of 
donations and grants held on trust for specific purposes: 

Balance at 
1 January 2019 

Expenditure Balance at 
1 January 2020 

Expenditure Transfers Balance at 
31 December 

2020 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 

Restricted funds 10,911 (1,002) 9,909 (1,002) (5,729) 3,178 

The restricted fund relates to fixed asset that were bought using restricted income with the annual 
depreciation charge of these assets being allocated against the brought forward balance. 

19 Designated funds 

The income funds of the charity include the following designated funds which have been set aside out of 
unrestricted funds by the trustees for specific purposes: 

Balance at 
1 January 2019 

Transfers Balance at 
1 January 2020 

Transfers Balance at 
31 December 

2020 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Farm building refurbishment fund 1,400,000 125,000 1,525,000 25,000 1,550,000 

1,400,000 125,000 1,525,000 25,000 1,550,000 

Designated funds have been set aside t o fund the farm building refurbishment. 
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20 Analysis of net assets between funds 
Unrestricted Designated Restricted Total Unrestricted Designated Restricted Total 

2020 2020 2020 2020 2019 2019 2019 2019 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Fund balances at 31 December 2020 are 
represented by: 
Tangible assets 68,967 - 3,178 72,145 65,447 - 4,180 69,627 
Investments 57,283 1,550,000 - 1,607,283 26,256 1,525,000 - 1,551,256 
Current assets/(liabilities) 178,097 - - 178,097 187,164 - 5,729 192,893 

304,347 1,550,000 3,178 1,857,525 278,867 1,525,000 9,909 1,813,776 
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21 Related party transactions 

Remuneration of key management personnel 

2020 2019 
£ £ 

Aggregate compensation 78,831 77,522 

Transactions with related parties 
During the year the charity entered into the following transactions with related parties: 

Gift Aid 
2020 2019 

£ £ 

Entities over which the entity has control, joint control or significant influence 54 9,601 

54 9,601 

T he following amounts were outstanding at the reporting end date: 

2020 2019 
Balance Balance 

£ £ 

Entities over which the entity has control, joint control or significant 
influence 3,951 3,897 

22 Subsidiaries 

These financial statements are separate charity financial statements for Acorn Venture Association. 
Consolidated financial statements are not prepared as the parent company and its subsidiary is considered 
a small group. 

Details of the charity's subsidiaries at 31 December 2020 are as follows: 

Name of undertaking Registered Nature of business Class of % Held 
office shares held Direct Indirect 

Acorn Venture Trading Co. 
Ltd 

As per parent 
company 

Cafeteria services and the 
sale of gifts 

Ordinary 100.00 
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The aggregate capital and reserves and the result for the year of subsidiaries excluded from consolidation 
was as follows: 

Name of undertaking Profit/(Loss) Capital and 
Reserves 

£ £ 

Acorn Venture Trading Co. 
Ltd - 263 

23 Control 

The charity is controlled by the trustees. 
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