
2022 CANNOCK WOOD AND GENTLESHAW VILLAGE HALL REPORT 

 

A lot has happened in a year, mostly concerning the opening up the hall after the reduction 

of government restrictions because of Covid. 

The continued grants for upkeep and maintenance were invaluable and enabled us to 

continue with the part time employment of our caretaker. 

After a slow start mostly caused I suspect through nervousness, the permanent users of the 

hall and the number of hirers are virtually back to normal.  

 

During the year a questionnaire was used by the Neighbourhood Planning Group to find out 

what people required from the village. Part of that census referred to the activities of the 

village hall. 

This was valuable feedback, in a number of ways. Many people were under the impression 

that the hall was financed by the council and were unaware that it is a self-funding charity. 

A number of suggestions were made not only for the use of the interior of the hall but also 

our small field at the back. Ideas range from building a tennis court to a communal orchard! 

To achieve many of these possibilities obviously requires funding and not least an increase 

in the number of volunteers prepared to help out.  

However, it is a fact that we do need to look at more inclusive activities that do not 

necessitate membership of an organisation.  Examples could be film nights, dances/music 

nights , plays, picnics, displays, exhibitions, etc. 

Although we are in a good financial situation at the moment, we have a number of 

expensive improvements that we want to make. We will make every effort to get grants to 

part finance, obviously large sums will have to be found by ourselves. This may well mean 

an increase in our rental fees which have not been increased for a number of years, and are 

much lower than other local village halls. 

It is becoming a concern that the members of the Village Hall Management Committee, 

have not changed for a number of years, and we need new younger members with fresh 

ideas. There is added urgency because a number of the present members wish to retire 

from the Committee. How we solve this problem is something of a conundrum because 

many younger villagers are busy with other things, but a solution will have to be found or 

the future of the hall will be in jeopardy. 

Finally my thanks to all the users that have supported the hall through a very difficult time, 

and also the hard working members of the Committee who have given up their time. 

Robert Shelley (Chairman  CWAGVH ) May 2022 






