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2020 has been a different and difficult year for the whole world, never mind 
Carleton Village Hall. Our year started normally with us hosting yet another 
successful Carleton Village pantomime at February half term with the hall being 
packed for all performances.

However within a few weeks the hall was closed due to the country’s first lock 
down and along with the rest of the country we waited in fear as to what was to 
happen. With no income coming in we were lucky enough to have sufficient 
reserves in the bank to keep paying our statutory bills ie gas, electricity and 
insurance. We had just had a phone line and the internet installed in February 
and that added to our monthly outgoings. 

Arrangements were made for the hall to be regularly cleaned and checks made 
on it as required by our insurance companies. Improvement work like our new 
exterior doors, for which we had received a grant for, had to go on hold along 
with other work like replacing some blown double glazed units.

As the year progressed and lock down eased with major restrictions, we prepared
the hall for opening under covid sanctions and a lot of hard but laborious work 
was set about making the hall as Covid safe as possible. Risk assessments were 
produced, sanitising stations were fitted, along with paper towel holders in the 
toilets and kitchen. We socially distance marked out the rear car park so the 
dancing group could hold their activities outside prior to them, and then for the 
ladies choir to rehearse. The car park became a polka dot frenzy of colours!

We decided not to open the hall up fully until September as many of our groups 
are term time based.

This also allowed us to have the hall floor fully refurbished in the summer holiday
period which meant the hall would be out of action for a least a week and we 
could also redecorate the main hall, with again the hall being out of action. This 
would save our groups not having their activities disturbed once they returned. 

The hall re-opened for a short period of time in the autumn before lockdown 
again with no events taking place leading up to Christmas. 

The New Year has continued in lockdown with no sign of any let up past our year 
end.

We have entered 2021 on the same basis as we endured 2021, our only saviour 
being we have been in receipt of the Government’s Covid grants, for which we 



are eternally grateful, as that money should hopefully see us through this 
dreadful worrying period.

David Alexander

Chair, Carleton Village Hall – February 2021          






















