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CHAIRMANS REPORT

It gives me great pleasure to present this my 29" Annual Report whichis for year
ending 30" April 2025.

Following 29 very happy years as your committee chairman and now at the age
of 89 | am taking the opportunity to retire. This has only been made possible due
to David Lister our very experienced committee member agreeing to succeed
me. | am very grateful to David and wish him well in taking a job which | have
found so very enjoyable. Thank you to all of our members and volunteers for the
support you have given me. This has enabled us to purchase circa £2 million of
medical equipment for Darlington Memorial Hospital and to provide volunteer
driver transport to some 5,000 patients each year for the past 28 years. | have
had the pleasure of working with Chairmen, Chief Executives, Medical staff and
administrators of what was Darlington Memorial Hospital and now County
Durham and Darlington Foundation Trust without their support | would not have
been able to achieve so much. o

Over the years of very happy times | have also experienced great sadness of
reporting on wonderful volunteers whose life had ended but as | am writing this
report no words can express the sorrow | am experiencing at the death of our
President for 35 years Mr. Alasdair MacConachie OBE DL . Alasdair was a very
special man who created and managed Sherwood’s a very successful motor ‘
dealership but still found time to be active in his role as Vice Lieutenant of County
Durham. He worked closely with Darlington Borough Council chairing committees
with various responsibilities. But his greatest interest was in the various charities
that he supported none more so than this The Friends of Darlington Memorial
Hospital. He was always available to lend a helping hand or give advice if we
were faced with a difficuity. Alasdair wiii be very much missed by so many people
and charitable groups in Darlington.
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Once again | am so very sorry to have to advise you of the death of two of our
very hard working volunteers. Pat Telfer had for a number of years managed our
Baby Shop. Despite being unwell herself she was so committed to her job and
was one of the best known faces in Darlington Hospital. Geoff Dauber was our
jack of all trades. Jobs ranging from refurbishing benches in the hospital grounds,
rebuilding a dolls house to wrapping patients Christmas Presents were all within
his compass. Both Pat and Geoff are missed by all of us. ‘

Our oldest working volunteer Lewis Stockill joined our committee 14 years ago as
the representative of the Heartbeat Group. He then took a great interest in our
baby shop and worked in there for 6 years. During this time he developed a
relationship with our volunteer knitters delivering wool to them and collecting the
new baby clothes. Although a most active and valuable member of our committee
Lewis has not been able to attend recent meetings and has decided to stand
down. Lewis will be 94 years old this year and on behalf of our members | thank
him for his valued contribution to our work.

Our volunteer car service continues to provide a great service to patients. Sadly
we are still having to limit our daily work to a maximum of 700 miles at a cost of
£245 which means that on many days we are not able to meet demand. We have
16 volunteer drivers and the service is controlled on a daily basis by Joy
McCulloch, Anne Robinson, Colin Weeks and Jeff Simpson with David Lister the
main administrator. These can be difficult jobs but very rewarding knowing they
are helping so many patients. Qur thanks for all that they do.

The Baby Shop at the main entrance of the hospital is now open most week days
due to the efforts of Margaret Weeks and Sam Nicholson. Many thanks to them.
The profit it makes goes to help fund the Volunteer Car service.

Jeanette Smith continues to be involved in much of our work and now has a new
assistant in Opeyeme Duntoye. Ope deals with our daily cash flow and banking.
Thank you Jeanette and welcome to our team Ope.

Molly Davison who was the Volunteer Organiser for Darlington Memorial Hospital
when | became Chairman 29 years ago continues to give her invaluable support
as our meeting secretary and this isvery much appreciated.

The remarkable Simon Rossinelli continues as our Treasurer for a 37t year. The
work he has done for so many years and the support he provides for everyone is
so essential to the smooth running of our charity. Once again our sincere thanks.

For the last time as Chairman | thank all of our volunteers and members for the
work that you do and for the support you have given me for the past 29 years.

W. Alan Charlton MBE
Chairman
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The Friends of the Darlington Memorial Hospital
Financial Statement Year Ended 30" April 2025
Registered Charity no. 511290

Please find enclosed the financial statement for the year ending 30* April 2025.

Income levels for the period £65,805.28 and expenditure of £70,305.00. The
administration costs of running the Charity have been kept to a minimum.
Available resources remain healthy with funds held of £87,265.04

The records are yet to be Audited and once this is complete a final set of
Accounts will be submitted to the Charity Commission and put on file with the
minutes of the AGM.

Should anyone have any queries regarding the information please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Simon Rossinelli
Honorary Treasurer

12" June 2025



The Friends of the Darlington Memorial Hospital
Financial Year Ending 30th April 2025

Opening Bank Position
Income

Expenditure

Closing Bank Postion
Closing petty cash
Cheque Account
Active Saver Account
BPAAccount
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Friends of the Darlington Memorial Hospital

Income - Year Ending 30th April 2025

Shop £ 998017 ~
Volunteer Dri' £ 39,977.29 -~
Collection Bo £ 16.02
Membership £ 2,020.00
Donations £ 9,681.80
Bank Interest £ 1,209.37
Tables £ 2,064.39
Sundries £ 856.24
Total £ 65,805.28
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Friends of the Darlington Memorial Hospital

Expenditure - Year ending 30th April 2025

Voluntary Drivers £ 61,518.60
Shop Purchases £ 1,95449 -
Stationery/Postage £ 151822 -~
Xmas Presents £ 1,993.39 -
Natl Ass Memb & Ins £ 872.30
SCBU £ 2,000.00 /.
1st Baby Gift £ 100.00
Xmas Cards 5 348.00
Total £ 70,305.00




The Friends of the Darlington Memorial Hospital
Financial Year Ending 30th April 2025

Opening Bank Position
Income

Expenditure

Closing Bank Postion
Closing petty cash
Cheque Account
Active Saver Account
BPAAccount

£ 91764.76
65805.28
£ 70,305.00
£ 87,265.04
£ 41.65 ~
£ 451163
£ 0.10 ~
£ 82,711.66 —
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