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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
England & Wales · Charity number 509915

Details

Other names L A O S

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1980-05-08

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 3 Stratton Park
Rastrick
Brighouse
West Yorkshire
HD6 3SN

Phone 07718188379

Email treasurer@thelaos.org

Website www.thelaos.org

Activities

Objects: TO FOSTER THE PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND APPRECIATION OF MUSIC AND DRAMA BY
MEANS OF PUBLIC PERFORMANCES.

Activities: To provide the opportunity to talented individuals to perform in 'professional' musical theatre
productions. To support other charities from the proceeds of these productions when they are financially
successful

Classification

• How: Other Charitable Activities

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• Leeds City

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-08-31 £204,116 £174,303 - -

2023-08-31 £188,301 £164,137 - -

2022-08-31 £4,002 £6,805 - -

2021-08-31 £1,461 £1,927 - -

2020-08-31 £62,688 £40,376 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Paul Hopkins Chair 2017-12-31

Beverley Booth 2021-12-14

Gillian Margaret Ellis 2017-12-31

Ian Thomson 2024-12-17

JANET DOROTHY PAGE 1988-03-12

JOHN MARSDEN FAIRFOOT

Kirsty Leanne O'Sullivan 2023-11-28

MIKE PORTER

MR ANDY THOMSON 2013-07-01

Ryan Brown 2025-12-18
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Legal and Administrative Information

GOVERNING OFFICERS

Name

1 Mr J M Fairfoot

2 Mr M Porter

3 Mrs B Booth (FCCA)

4 Mr A Thomson

5 Mrs G M Ellis

Position

President

Chairman

Honorary Treasurer

Honorary Production Manager

Honorary Secretary

EMB

6
7

8
9
10

Miss N Brook

Mrs J D Page

Mr P Hopkins

Miss C Rowlands

Mrs 5 Crossley

Method of appointment

5 '~ g ~drtt~ ~fh, 1 ~ IMtttwAGWI~
committee members, who are elected for three years, two of whom retire annually.

Correspondence address

Mrs Beverley Booth (FCCA)

3 Stratton Park

Brighouse

HD6 3SN

Bankers

Santander

Park Row

Leeds

Tel:- 0800 030 4321

Governing document

The Leeds Amateur Operatic Society (LAOS) is a constituted organisation governed by the Rules of

Membership dated 2020. It is registered with the Charity Commission number 509915. Rules revised

1966, amended October 1967, October 1976 and October 2005.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Trustee's report for the period 1"September 2022 to 31"August 2023

OBJECTS AND POLICIES

The objects of the Society are to foster the public knowledge and appreciation of Music and Drama by

means of public performances by voluntary but subscription paying members and to donate part of

its production surplus to charitable purposes as the Trustees shall from time to time determine.

ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

The Society was delighted to return to the Leeds Grand Theatre in April 2023 following the Covid19

pandemic restrictions, with a successful performance of Kinky Boots. This production reunited our

members, production team, volunteers and stage crew, after a long-awaited return to the amateur

stage.

After an unprecedented period in the Society's history, we saw production costs for Kinky Boots

increasing by 22%, in comparison to those incurred previously by our pre-pandemic productions. This

was largely due to the pass through of increased costs by scenery, props and lighting suppliers and the

Leeds Grand theatre rentalcosts. We envisage these costs to continue to follow this upward trajectory

at least in the short term, due to ongoing inflationary and economic pressures.

Ticket sales volumes for Kinky Boots were lower than previous productions at 54/o theatre capacity

sold, fioweve~rue to an increase in ticket prices across all pricing tiers we were able to fully mitigate

the increased production costs.

Despite the challenging economic landscape facing the performing arts industry post Brexit and the

pandemic, the ticket sales revenue and the performances of Kinky Boots were strong and returned a

small production surplus of f26k for the financial year. The Society's bank balances remain healthy.

We will continue to build on our financial position and we are looking ahead with cautious optimism

to our next major production, Legally Blonde, to be performed at the Leeds Grand Theatre in 2024.

In April 2023 a much-loved, long-standing LAOS trustee and committee member, Richard White, sadly

passed away. His contribution to the society and to amateur theatre spanned a period of forty years,

for which he earned his NODA long service medal just prior to his passing. He will be sadly missed.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Trustee's report for the period 1"September 2022 to 31"August 2023 (continued)

TRUSTE N IBILITIES IN RELATION TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial accounts

for each financial year, which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the

incoming resources and application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charity

for the year. In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

~ Select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;

~ Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

~ State whether applicable UK accounting standards have been followed, subject to any

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

~ Prepare the accounts on a going concern basis, unless it is inappropriate to presume that the

charitable company will continue in operation.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with reasonable

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the

financial accounts comply with the applicable laws and regulations. They are also responsible for

safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and

detection of fraud and other irregularities.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Statement of Financial Activities for the pedod 1"September 2022 to 31*'August 2023

(including summary income and expenditure account)

Incoming resources

Donations

Interest Received

Members Subscriptions & Show Fees

Other Revenue

Programme Sales

Ticket Sales

Total incoming resources

2023
Total funds

E

730
599

4,481

1,787

3,255

177,449

188,301

2022

Total funds

E

2,384
43

1,575
0
0
0

4,002

Resources expended

Audit & Accountancy Fees

Charitable Donations

Consulting Fees

Costumes

Depreciation

Insurance & Subscriptions

IT Software & Consumables

Marketing, Publicity 8 Programmes

Musical Director

Orchestra

Producer's Fee

Room Hire

Royalties

Scenery, Props, Sound & Lighting

Stage Manager's Fee

Stationery

Sundry Expenses

Theatre Rent

Total resources expended

Net incoming resources

Fund balances brought forward

Fund balances carried forward

619
500

2,895

5,650

374

733
253

16,056

6,112

6,824

5,500

2,248

34,527

25,425

1,750

2,589

52,082

(164,137)
24, 164

114,538

138,702

411
100

1,930
0

374

655

490
0

500
0
0

1,234
0

824

0

287'

0

(6,805

(2,803)
117,341
114,538
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
Balance sheet as at 31"August 2023

2023 2022

Fixed assets
Tangible assets

Totalfixed assets

748 1,123
748 1,123

Current assets

Debtors

prepayments

Cash at bank-271
Cash at bank —480

Total current assets

Current liabilities: amounts falling due within one year

Net current assets

1,034
2,948 2, 100

133,553 107,854
2,008 2,589

138,509 113,577

555 162

137,954 113,415

Total Assets less Current Liabilities 138r702 114,538

Funds

Unrestricted funds before

Add surplus

Less deficit

Total funds

114,538 117,341
24, 164

(2,803)

138,702 114,538
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Notes to the accounts for the period 1"September 2022 to 31*'August 2023

Accounting policies

Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention. The financial

statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice:

Accounting and Reporting by Charities (SORP 2005), the Companies Act 2006 and Financial Reporting

Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008).

Incoming resources

All incoming resources are included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the charity

becomes entitled to the resources, the trustees are virtually certain they will receive the resources

and the monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability.

Grants and donations

Grants and donations are only included in the SOFA when the charity has unconditional entitlement

to the resources. Where grants are related to performance and specific deliverables, they are

accounted for as the charity earns the right to consideration by its performance.

Expenditure and liabilities

Expenditure is recognised on an accrual basis as a liability is incurred. Liabilities are recognised as soon

as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the charity to pay out the resources.

Taxation

As a charity, the organisation benefits from rates relief and is generally exempt from income tax and

capital gains tax but not from VAT. Irrecoverable VAT is included in the cost of those items to which it

relates.

Tangible fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets are capitalised and included at cost including any incidental expenses of

acquisition. Gifted assets are shown at the value to the charity on receipt. Depreciation is provided on

all tangible fixed assets at rates calculated to write off the cost on a straight line basis over their

expected useful economic lives as follows: Project and office equipm ent —15%;Computing equipment

—2SYo

Fund accounting

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the general

objectives of the charity.

Restricted funds are subject to restrictions on their expenditure imposed by the donor or through the

terms of an appeal.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the accounts.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Production Income & Expenditure Account

Incoming resources

2023
6

2022

E

Donations

Show Fees gt Sponsorship

Programme Sales

Ticket Sales

325

3,601
3,255

177,449

184,630

2,172

2,172

Expenditure

Costumes

Insurance

Marketing, Publicity Ik Program Printing

Musical Director

Orchestra

Producer's Fee

Room Hire

Royalties

Scenery, Props, Lighting 8 Sound

Stage Manager's Fee

Sundry Expenses

Theatre Rent

5,650

55

16,056

6,112

6,824

5,500

2,097

34,527

25,425

1,750

2,134
52,082

(158,212)

500

728

824

120

2,172)

Surplus/(Deficit) 26,418
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

General Expenses

Incoming resources

2023

f
2022

E

Donations

Interest Received

Other Revenue

Members Subscriptions

404

599
121

2,547

3,671

43

1,787

1,830

Expenditure

Audit & Accountancy Fees

Charitable Donations

Consultancy

Depreciation

Insurance & Subscriptions

Room Hire

Stationery & IT

Sundry Expenses/Reimburse Officials

619
500

2,895
374

678

151
253

455

(5,925)

411

1,930
374

655

509
754

(4,633)

Surplus/(Deficit) 2,254) (2,803)
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CWDIX LIMITED
ACCOLINTANTS & BUSINESS ADVISORS

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ON THE

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

We report on the accounts of Leeds Amateur Operatic Society for the year ended 31 August 2023

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider

that an audit is not required for this year (under sections 144 and 145 of the Charities Act 2011

(the 2011 Act)) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is our responsibility to:

examine the accounts (under section 145(3) of the 2011 Act);
* to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission

(under section 145(5) of the 2011 Act; and
* to state whether particular matters have come to our attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
Our examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of eny unusual

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such

matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit,

and consequently we do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with our examination, no matter has come to our attention:

(1) which gives us reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the requirements:
* to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 and 131 of the 2011 Act; and
* to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the

accounting requirements of the 2011 Act have not been met; or

( ) to which, in our opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding

of the acco ts to be reached.

C W Dix Li ted

Accountants & Business Advisors

4 Silkwood Court

Wakefield

WF5 9TP

CdD
CW Dix Limited 4 Silkwood Court Wakefield INF5 9TP Telephone 01924 263766 - Director CW Dix

email ohrisetohrisdixaccountants co.uk — web www. chrisdixaccountants co.uk

Company number 8t 98869
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Legal and Administrative Information

GOVERNING OFFICE

Name Position

Mr J M Fairfoot

Mr M Porter

Mrs G D Helliwell

Mr A Thomson

Mrs G M Ellis

President

Chairman

Honorary Treasurer

Honorary Production Manager

Honorary Secretary

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

6
7

8

9

10
11

Ms N Brook

Mrs J D Page

Mr P Hopkins

Mrs C Rowlands

Mr R White

Ms 5 Wormald

Method of appointment

The Society was governed by the above Officers, who are elected annually at the AGM, together with

committee members, who are elected for three years, two of whom retire annually.

Correspondence address

Mrs Gemma Helliwell

10 Racecourse Road

East Ayton

YO13 9HP

Bankers

Santander

Park Row

Leeds

Tel:- 0800 030 4321

Governing document

The Leeds Amateur Operatic Society (LAOS) is a constituted organisation governed by the Rules of

Membership dated 2005. It is registered with the Charity Commission number 509915. Rules revised

1966 and amended 30'" October 1967 and 25'" October 1976.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Trustee's report for the period 1*'September 2019 to $1"August 2020

ECTS AND POLICIES

The objects of the Society are to foster the public knowledge and appreciation of Music and Drama by

means of public performances by voluntary but subscription paying members and to donate part of
its production surplus to charitable purposes as the Trustees shall from time to time determine.

The Society has a Support Section as governed by the 'Rules'. This section is managed independently,

with its own finances, and therefore has not been incorporated within the Society's annual accounts.

ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Sadly, the Society's year was drastically affected by the arrival of the Covid 19 Pandemic at the start
of the year.

Despite an excellent rehearsal period with a fantastic cast and crew lined up to perform My Fair Lady

at the Grand in March/April 2020, we were forced to abandon the production due to the government
restrictions with just weeks to go.

Whilst a great deal of funds had already been spent on the production, as you will note from this year' s

accounts, we were thankfully able to claim on our insurance policy and thus cover the costs incurred.

As a result, the balances have remained healthy during this difficult time.

This was further enhanced by the generous bequest received by the Society part way through the year
of E20,000.

The Committee has been working hard during the down time afforded by the pandemic to review and

update our policies and procedures, and to plan for our next ventures when the world opens up again.

We have also updated our membership payment facility, which should enable us to reclaim Gift Aid

more easily moving forward.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Trustee's report for the period 1"September 2019 to 31"August 2020 (continued)

TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES IN RELATION TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial accounts

for each financial year, which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the

incoming resources and application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charity

for the year. In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

~ Select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;

~ Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

~ State whether applicable UK accounting standards have been followed, subject to any

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

~ Prepare the accounts on a going concern basis, unless it is inappropriate to presume that the

charitable company will continue in operation.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with reasonable

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the

financial accounts comply with the applicable laws and regulations. They are also responsible for

safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and

detection of fraud and other irregularities.
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Statement of Financial Activities for the period 1"September 2019 to 31"August 2020
(including summary income and expenditure account)

Incoming resources

Ticket Sales

Programme Sales

Members Subscriptions & Show Fees

Donations

Insurance Proceeds

Interest Received

Total incoming resources

2020
Total funds

E

0
0

3,685
20,400
38,325

278

62,688

Resources expended

Theatre Rent & Wages

Royalties

Costumes

Scenery & Props

Sound

Lighting

Room Hire

Orchestra

Producer's Fee

Stage Manager's Fee

Marketing, Publicity & Prograrnmes

Reimburse Officials Expenses

IT Software & Consumables

Insurance & Subscriptions

Sundry Expenses

Audit & Accountancy Fees

Total resources expended

Net incoming resources

Fund balances brought forward

Fund balances carried forward

0
(45)
4,681
4,224

2,736
1,000
2,389
5,810
4,500
0
12,257
91
150
2,409
44

130

40,376
22,312
95,494

117,806
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
Balance sheet as at 31"August 2020

2020

Fixed assets
Tangible assets

Total fixed assets

Current assets

Cash at bank —271
Cash at bank-480

Total current assets

109,800

8,006

117,806

Current liabilities: amounts falling due within one year

Net current assets 117,806

Funds

Unrestricted funds before

Add surplus

Less deficit

95,494
22,312

Total funds 117,806
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
Notes to the accounts for the period 1"September 2019 to 31"August 2020

Accounting policies

Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention. The financial

statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice:

Accounting and Reporting by Charities (SORP 2005), the Companies Act 2006 and Financial Reporting

Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008).

Incoming resources

All incoming resources are included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the charity

becomes entitled to the resources, the trustees are virtually certain they will receive the resources

and the monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability.

Grants and donations

Grants and donations are only included in the SOFA when the charity has unconditional entitlement

to the resources. Where grants are related to performance and specific deliverables, they are

accounted for as the charity earns the right to consideration by its performance.

Expenditure and liabilities

Expenditure is recognised on an accrual basis as a liability is incurred. Liabilities are recognised as soon

as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the charity to pay out the resources.

Taxation

As a charity, the organisation benefits from rates relief and is generally exempt from income tax and

capital gains tax but not from VAT. Irrecoverable VAT is included in the cost of those items to which it

relates.

Tangible fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets are capitalised and included at cost including any incidental expenses of
acquisition. Gifted assets are shown at the value to the charity on receipt. Depreciation is provided on

all tangible fixed assets at rates calculated to write off the cost on a straight line basis over their

expected useful economic lives as follows: Project and office equipment-15%

Fund accounting

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the general

objectives of the charity.

Restricted funds are subject to restrictions on their expenditure imposed by the donor or through the

terms of an appeal.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the accounts.

Report and Financial Statements
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Incoming resources

2019 2020

West Side Story My Fair Lady

E f

Ticket Sales

Programme Sales

120,097

4,773

124,870

Expenditure

Theatre Rent

Royalties

Costumes

Scenery, Props, Lighting & Sound

Room Hire

Orchestra

Musical Director

Producer's Fee

Stage Manager's Fee

Marketing, Publicity & Programme Printing

22,104
29,727

2,060
13,571

2,480
10,694

5,300
5,000

650

13,801

0

(45)

4,681
7,960
2,389

860

4,950
4,500

0
12,257

(105,387) (37,552)

Production Surplus/(Deficit) 19,483 (37,552)
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THE LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
General Expenses

Incoming resources

2019
E

2020

E

Subscriptions, Show Fees and Donations

Interest Received

Insurance Proceeds

2,712
222

0

2,934

24,085
278

38,325

62,688

Expenditure

Sundry Expenses/Reimburse Officials

Stationery 8 IT

Insurance gt Subscriptions

Independent Examiner Fee

285

83

2,590

(2,958)

135
150

2,409
130

(2,824)

Surplus/(Deficit) (24) 59,864
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CWDIX LIMITED
ACCOUNTANTS 8 BUSINESS ADVISORS

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ON THE

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF LEEDS AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

We report on the accounts of Leeds Amateur Operatic Society for the year ended 31 August 2020

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider

that an audit is not required for this year (under sections 144 and 145 of the Charities Act 2011

(the 2011 Act)) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is our responsibility to:
* examine the accounts (under section 145(3) of the 2011 Act);

to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission

(under section 145(5) of the 2011 Act; and
* to state whether particular matters have come to our attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report

Our examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such

matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit,

and consequently we do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with our examination, no matter has come to our attention:

(1) which gives us reasonable cause to believe that in, any matedial respect, the requirements:
* to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 and 131 of the 2011 Act; and
* to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the

accounti

hich 'n( tow o

equirements of the 2011 Act have not been met; or

r inion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding

of eac un t be reached.
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