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Slaithwaite Philharmonic Orchestral Society Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2022 
 
The Slaithwaite Philharmonic Orchestral Society (also known as Slaithwaite Philharmonic Orchestra or simply SPO) is 
registered with the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales (No 506840) and is governed by constitution first adopted 14 
November 1891 and last revised in September 2016 
The address of the correspondent is Felicity Fuller, 4 Moorvale, Marsden HD7 6AG. 
General e-mail:   info@spo.org.uk     Some officer-specific e-mail addresses are also given on our website, www.spo.org.uk, which 
has further information about our activities and future events. 
 
The voting members of the committee, also called trustees, were as listed below (officers are asterisked). 

Gordon Beever . . . . . . . . . President* 
Christopher Woodhead . . . Vice-President*, Secretary* and Committee Chairman* 
Felicity Fuller . . . . . . . . . .  Treasurer* 
Elizabeth Pearson  . . . . . .  Joint Ticket Secretary* 
Jennifer Nicks. . . . . . . . Librarian* 
Les Measures     Sue Morgan 
Naomi Ramsden     Jane Meaden 
Richard Wilkinson     Kevin Cook 
Nareece Forrest     Adam Harris 
 

Officers and other committee members are elected by Society members at the Annual General Meeting, held within six months 
of the financial year-end.  At its first committee meeting, the new committee elects a chairman from among its number. 
The non-voting non-trustee members of the committee are the Patrons' Representative (normally elected by the patrons present 
at the AGM) and any other co-optees.  None are members of the Society and were:- 

Gordon Beever  . . . . . . . . .  Patrons' Representative 
Peter Pearson . . . . . . . . . . Joint Ticket Secretary  
Vacant   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leader* 
 

Objectives, Organisation and Activities 
The objectives of the Society are to promote, improve, develop and maintain public education in and appreciation of the art and 
science of orchestral music in all its aspects by the presentation of public orchestral concerts and recitals and by such other ways 
as the Society may determine, through its committee. The Society has an Equal Opportunities Policy that is distributed to all 
members and is available on request. Acceptance of a new member may be dependent upon there being vacancies in the relevant 
section. 
The Society has no employees, all the work involved in running it being performed by volunteers.  The management of the Society, 
and its performances and the control of its finances are vested in the committee, which conducts its business through monthly 
meetings. Four sub-committees, namely Finance, Programming, Concert Management and Personnel, whose members are 
drawn from the main committee, meet on an ad hoc basis to assist the main committee in its work. The Society is a member of 
Making Music (The National Federation of Music Societies) and Huddersfield Arts Council. 
The orchestra rehearses at least once a week, with a break of approximately eight weeks in the summer. Currently it performs 
four (main) concerts per year in Huddersfield Town Hall. 
 
Review of Progress and Achievements 
 
It was a huge relief for both players and audiences that concert performances were finally allowed to start again following almost 
18 months of near inactivity due to the Covid pandemic, although understandably not all were confident to resume either playing 
or attending. A full season of four Town Hall concerts was presented alongside what has now become a regular feature of two 
smaller concerts in the more intimate Slaithwaite Civic Hall. Two outstanding highlights of the Town Hall season were the April 
performance of John Adams’ Harmonielehre with huge orchestral forces and percussion section, and in June Walton’s 
Belshazzar’s Feast with the excellent St Georges Singers. In a pleasing and very successful exchange the choir’s music director 
Neil Taylor conducted the Huddersfield performance and SPO conductor Benjamin Ellin was on the podium for a repeat of the 
same programme in the impressive Gorton Monastery the following weekend. 
SPO audiences were treated to some excellent solo performances during the year including: the Halle’s Simon Turner (Saint-
Saens cello concerto), retiring leader of Opera North David Greed (Shostakovich violin concerto), Andrew Zolinsky (Beethoven 
5th piano concerto), Graham Moon (Mozart piano concerto No 23), young Chetham’s student Una (Mendelssohn violin 
concerto). 
Recognition of the growing high regard for the SPO was shown in the receipt of two additional high profile concert invitations. 
The first an invitation by Kirklees Council to perform a concert in June to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. The 
second an invitation in August to play a proms style open air concert in Tatton Park Cheshire. Both concerts were hugely 
successful and played to large and appreciative audiences, with almost 1000 attending at Tatton. 
Finances remain in a healthy position with income this year bolstered by receipts from concert invitations. Of concern however, 
and not for the first time, is the low attendance at Town Hall concerts; the management committee will be looking at new 
initiatives in the coming season to attract larger audience numbers. 
 

http://www.spo.org.uk/


Finances 
 
The attached financial statements show the current state of the finances that the committee consider to be sound. 
The charity's bankers are Lloyds TSB Bank at Slaithwaite Huddersfield, HSBC Huddersfield, and the charity also has a deposit 
account with the Charities Official Investment Fund (COIF). The HSBC accounts have been closed during this financial year. 
The charity also wholly owns and runs a SPO Productions Ltd, company number 10958201, a non-trading vehicle created in order 
to facilitate claims under the HMRC Orchestral Tax Relief Scheme, whose bank is Lloyds TSB at Slaithwaite, Huddersfield. 
 
 
 
 
Felicity Fuller 
On behalf of the Managing Committee. 
 
 

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of Slaithwaite Philharmonic Orchestral Society 
 
 
I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 30 June 2022, as set out on pages 4 to 8 
 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit requirement of section 43(2) of the 
Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply. It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given 
by the Charity Commissioners under section 43 (7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner's report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a 
review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit 
opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
(1)  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and 
 

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting requirements  
  of the Act 

 
 have not been met; or 
 
(2)  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
 
 
 

 

Robert Maginnis 
 
 
 
Mr Robert Maginnis       Date:  21 September 2022   
Independent Examiner  
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