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WATTS GALLERY TRUST
England & Wales · Charity number 313612

Details

Other names WATTS GALLERY, WATTS GALLERY TRUST

Status Registered

Legal form Charitable company

Company number 06147572

Registered 1967-09-07

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Watts Gallery
Down Lane
Compton
Guildford
GU3 1DQ

Phone 01483810235

Email info@wattsgallery.org.uk

Website www.wattsgallery.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE CHARITY ARE:1.TO PROMOTE ART FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
PUBLIC BY THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE WATTS ART GALLERY;2. TO
ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC IN THE SUBJECT OF ART;3.TO PRESERVE FOR THE
BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC THE WATTS ART GALLERY, ITS GROUNDS AND OTHER BUILDINGS
ASSOCIATED WITH GEORGE FREDERIC AND MARY WATTS AS BUILDINGS OF HISTORIC,
ARCHITECTURAL OR CONSTRUCTIONAL INTEREST (THE “OBJECTS”).

Activities: The Watts Gallery Trust seeks to promote the understanding and appreciation of the Victorian
artist G F Watts OM RA 1817-1904 and the ceramic artist Mary Seton Watts, in the context of the 19th
Century, and to promote Compton as a centre for exploring Victorian art, social history and craft for present
and future generations.

https://opencharities.uk/ew/313612
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/06147572
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=313612
mailto:info@wattsgallery.org.uk
www.wattsgallery.org.uk
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Advocacy/advice/information, Sponsors Or
Undertakes Research, Other Charitable Activities

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: NATIONAL

• Surrey

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £2,812,273 £3,382,095 £25,010,342 88

2024-03-31 £2,586,872 £3,074,413 £25,886,893 83

2023-03-31 £2,562,395 £3,150,402 £38,873,682 81

2022-03-31 £2,660,246 £3,245,571 £39,708,602 78

2021-03-31 £2,950,693 £2,881,148 £40,110,066 73

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Sarah Katherine King Chair 2023-05-29

Caroline Louise Ikin 2026-03-01

Dennis Ralph Brenninkmeijer 2023-09-26

Dr Gursimran Kaur Oberoi 2023-05-15

Jeremy Malise Mcilroy 2025-07-24

Julie Margaret Molloy 2023-12-12

Lysa Robin Schwartz 2026-03-01

Rachael Anne WIlson 2026-03-01

https://opencharities.uk/ew/313612
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Linked charities

• MRS MARY SETON WATTS BEQUEST (313612-1)

• GRAHAM WALFORD ROBERTSON TRUST FUND (313612-2)

• WATTS GALLERY (313612-3)

https://opencharities.uk/ew/313612
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WATTS GALLERY TRUST

(A company limited by guarantee)
 

 
TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

important new work on long term loan. A major photographic portraiture composition featuring staff and
volunteers was also commissioned from wet-plate collodion photographer Emma Brown to mark the 120th

anniversary of the opening of Watts Gallery on 1st April 2024. 

The year also saw major loans of works from our collection to Flowers Forever at Kunsthalle München in
Germany, Flower Power at the Musée des impressionnismes Giverny in France and Preraffaelliti: Rinascimento
Moderno at the Museo Civico San Domenico Forlì in Italy as part of our ambition to lend works as proactively as
their conditions allow.

We had hoped to launch an open tender for a Project Curator to act as artistic programme and inclusive
interpretation lead ahead of the installation of a bronze cast of GF Watts’ sculptural masterpiece Physical Energy
in the woodlands at Limnerslease. The recruitment of this temporary post was postponed whilst we awaited
planning permission of the sculpture’s installation, now received, and will be tendered in the current financial
year, subject to securing appropriate funding.

As part of our plan to develop an additional income stream from activities related to our collections, an informal
review identified quick wins from loan fees, which have been introduced, as well as an action plan to be
implemented once our new Collections Curator position, currently being advertised, is recruited.

Lastly, as we prepare to celebrate the 175th anniversary of Mary Watts’ birth, a core aim has been to conserve
and install a beautiful Well Head by Mary Watts outside the main entrance to Limnerslease. We were very
pleased that after the financial year end, funding was concluded for this special project, enabling conservation to
begin in August 2024, with installation scheduled for October 2024.

Enhanced Delivery:
The year-end operating budget recorded a significant improvement on original budget (£58,735 surplus versus a
£163k original budget deficit target). This was principally due to close monitoring and management of
unrestricted expenditure. Hence more restricted expenditure spending compared to prior year. Total income per
visitor / admission was also up 17% for the year (target £77.42 vs £100.55 actual) and our cost of generating £1
of income was 3% better than target (£1.12 versus a target of £1.16).

We also created new evaluation and reporting mechanisms which were rolled out through the year and a new
Key Performance Indicator tracker document was implemented. In addition, the annual audience survey was
reviewed continually throughout year to ensure improvements could be made immediately, where possible.
Annual survey results and a six-year trend report were also shared widely across the organisation.

Our new integrated customer relationship management and ticketing systems were completed and rolled out,
together with staff training, during the year. Work also took place and is ongoing to ensure whole organisation
buy-in to all compliance and business continuity requirements, including safety management, GDPR and
safeguarding, led by the Head of Visitor Experience.

As part of our plan to manage costs effectively, the procurement arrangements were reviewed including a review
of biggest suppliers by value. This resulted to significant cost savings and increased efficiency. A new
comprehensive procurement policy was postponed due to reduced staff capacity but will be prepared for Board
approval in the year ahead. A green energy broker was also appointed to ensure strong baseline data on all
utilities and improve our environmental sustainability and costs and the process of moving accounts across to
green contracts is underway as they come up for renewal.

To maximise investment income, an annual presentation to the Finance Committee by new fund managers
CCLA was introduced in March with the Head of Finance & Resources also receiving a quarterly investment
report and update from the fund managers.

Trading Company:
A major focus for the year has been to improve Trading Company profitability given inflationary cost pressures in
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WATTS GALLERY TRUST

(A company limited by guarantee)
 

  
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF  WATTS GALLERY TRUST (CONTINUED)

Use of our report
 

This report is made solely to the charitable company's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part
16 of the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charitable
company's members those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditors' Report and for no other
purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than
the charitable company and its members, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we
have formed.

Debra Saunders Bsc FCA (Senior Statutory Auditor)
For and on behalf of Azets Audit Services Limited, Statutory Auditor

Ashcombe Court
Woolsack Way
Godalming
Surrey
GU7 1LQ

12 December 2024
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