
Chairman’s Report 2024 – Ric Ellinger 

I am pleased to be able to present my 9th and final Chairman’s Report for the Seend Lye Recreation 

Field. 

I am happy to report that the Right of Way Issue with Mr McDonald was finally resolved in 

February 2024. The legal dispute was fortunately concluded prior to court action being 

instigated, with a settlement agreement which extinguished the right of way, included in the 

original conveyance deed of 1967.  

 

Although this is a very significant victory for the Trust, the costs involved in protecting the Lye 

Field have been significant and has massively depleted the Trust’s financial reserves. Back in 

2017, the Trust held investments that totalled over £195K. Our current investments total just 

under £100K and we are currently negotiating with our solicitors Wansbroughs over our 

outstanding account of £96K. With the help of Liam & Nicole we have introduced a 

Crowdfunding page to try and replenish the lost funds as a result of the legal dispute. We 

have already received significant donations from both villagers and the Seend Fawlty Players. 

The Trust is very grateful for all donations. 

 

We held our 2
nd

 post Covid fete, during August 2023 and a massive thanks must go to 

Richard Walker for once again putting his heart & soul into making sure Seend still has a 

village fete. After 2 years at the helm, Richard has moved aside and Liam & Nicole will once 

again take over the running of the annual summer fete. 

  

After last year’s upgrading of the pavilion, this year’s major project has been a replacement 

mower for the field. Fortunately, we received funding from both the Seend Parish Council and 

the Devizes Area board, so we were able to invest in a new facility to cut the grass on the 

field. After taking advice, we have invested in a separate tractor and roller mower. Feedback 

from the volunteers who are cutting the grass is very positive. We have also invested in some 

more top soil, grass seed and weed spraying to try and improve the quality of the football 

pitch. During the extremely wet autumn, the Seend pitch was constantly in use, while others 

around the county were water logged. 

 

A big shout out for all the volunteers who give up their time to keep the field in pristine 

condition. 

 

Although it will figure in next year’s report, Seend Tennis Club have now accumulated 

adequate funds to go ahead with the resurfacing of the courts. This will commence late April 

for completion in May/June 2024. 

 

As always, Steve Vaux, is working hard on accessing further funds to continue the upgrade of 

the pavilion, but is finding grants are becoming harder and harder to obtain. Fingers crossed 

he is once again successful with his efforts. Steve was heavily involved in obtaining the area 

board grant for the mower. Thank you Steve. 

 

The pavilion has been regularly used by playgroup, baby & toddler & many other groups & 

societies. The playing field was in constant use by both the Seend Utd and Lavis football 

teams and Melksham CC made full use of our cricket pitch last season. Melksham CC have 

agreed to use the Lye Facilities for another season. 

 

I would like to thank my fellow Trustees, Committee Members and all the many volunteers 

(especially the LOTSW group) for all their help & support over the last year in keeping the Lye 

Field & pavilion facility operational,  Thank You. 



Seend Lye Recreation Field -  2023/2024

(as at 31/03/2024)

Income 2024 2023 Expenditure 2024 2023

Hall Hire 8,500.00 6,520.00 Cleaning 1,380.00 1,380.00

Field Hire 1,530.00 1,500.50 Waste Bins 442.02 407.59

COIF Interest 2,887.78 3,050.21 Legal 55,531.28 5,705.00

Dividends 2,573.99 2,485.73 Playground 106.80 100.80

SUEZ Project 0.00 16,980.00 Water 769.46 505.34

Fete 6,543.27 8,816.71 Oil 783.66 1,290.71

Marquee Hire 340.00 140.00 Electricity 793.25 868.38

Investment Redemption 49,387.24 0.00 Field Maint 19,834.43 2,942.76

Other 12,228.34 1,010.00 Pavilion Maint 1,519.37 1,782.75

Insurance 1,982.64 1,691.05

Fete 4,890.53 4,561.08

SUEZ Project 0.00 20,314.40

Other 145.68 250.80

TOTAL 83,990.62 40,503.15 TOTAL 88,179.12 41,800.66

Opening Bank Balance

Co Op 20,687.91

Income less Expenditure -4,188.50

Closing Bank Balance 16,499.41

Co Op 16,499.41

16,499.41

Other Income

Seend PC 5,500.00

Area Board 2,577.00

100 Club 920.00

Donations 3,231.00

12,228.00






