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Welcome to the 61st Annual General Meeting of West Horsley Village Hall. 

 

COVID has continued to impact the activities at the hall with some former regular hirers still not having 

returned and unlikely to do so now.  Even so, there had been a welcome increase in hire income from 

£24,750 to just under £32,000.  The hire charges had increased on 1st January 2023 so the improvement in 

hire income was not wholly due to this.  Costs had increased with a one-off payment having been made to 

the Manager in respect of overtime built up during COVID.  Additional costs had been incurred for cleaning, 

gas, electricity and insurance and the exterior of the building had also been repainted during the year. 

 

Last year, I referred to the windows in the Main Hall and Rubin Room needing attention and it had been 

thought that the work may have been done in the next 12 months.  However, due to the substantial cost 

involved and rather than using the Village Hall’s reserves, it had been included in the S106 levy from the 

developer of Manor Farm.  The funds would not be available until a certain number of houses in this 

development were occupied. 

 

Recently, apart from the Main Hall lights, all the internal lighting had been converted to LED.  In addition, 

the three electricity meters had been consolidated into one, thus saving on 2 standing charges.  It was 

hoped both these measures would restrict increases in the cost of electricity.  Considerable electrical work 

had been needed to bring the cabling up-to-date to comply with current regulations, the cost for which had 

been incurred in the next financial year. 

 

I should like to extend thanks to Julia Reardon Smith, the Hall’s Manager, for all her hard work in keeping 

the Hall running as well as it did, especially for covering the cleaning.  The new contract seems to be 

working smoothly so it is hoped that she will not be called upon except in an emergency.  I would also like 

to extend thanks to (a) David Ebdon for the weekly inspections of the playground to ensure the equipment 

is safe, (b) Diana Brighton who used to help with general pruning of the hedges and brambles in the 

playground but who has retired and her help will be much missed, (c) Harry Walker for the daily 

opening/locking of the playground, (d) Brian Manners, the Independent Examiner, who had indicated he 

was willing to continue for another year and (e) the Scarletts who look after the planters at the front of the 

Hall so magnificently.  They did not enter the planters in West Horsley in Bloom this year because the 

flowers were 2-3 weeks behind.  Finally, I would like to thank my co-Trustees for their help and support 

over the past year. 

 
 
 
Miss F.H. King 
Chairman 

25th July 2023 










