Treasurer’s Report for Accounting Year 2023-24

We have had a very successful year financially, ending with a cash surplus for the
year of £7876.85. Consequently our total cash holding increased to £39,660.82 —
virtually £40,000. This is well in excess of an amount necessary to cover everyday
eventualities. However we shall need soon to replace the hall roof, at a time when
grants from local authorities are difficult, if not impossible, to obtain.

It's also a pleasure to report that this year’s success is entirely our own work. We
have had no recourse to public grants or subsidies other than the national
government’s rebate on rates charges

Activities

Bookings: Income at £18,465 represented an increase of virtually £3000 over
2022-23 - an excellent result, but once again requiring high administrative input.
This has now proved too much to ask of volunteers. Steps are being taken to resolve
the issue.

Strength and Balance: A large increase in popularity, and therefore in income, has
made this event now fully self-supporting, covering its own overheads and notional
rent, and even making a profit. Well done, Maggie Layton!

Bar: The bar continues to make a profit, though now only infrequently open.

Film Club: Sadly, this club is no longer functioning.

Youth Club: This Village Hall club keeps its own accounts for entrance fees and
tuck shop, transferring surplus cash to the village hall, in lieu of rent. A new
football table was bought from this fund. This is a rather loose financial
arrangement, but convenient since the hall itself does not hold petty cash.

Outgoings

Electricity: The hall’s 3-year contract SSE is proving its worth with its low rates,
but has proved difficult to manage. SSE appears not read its own smart meter,
relying instead on low estimates based on inadequate data. At present we have paid
for actual usage up to 7 March 2024. The contract expires on 30 April 2025.
Maintenance: This figure is higher than usual, reflecting the cost of refurbishing
the main hall floor.

Cleaning: The increase in cost is due to the inevitable effect of inflation.

Rates: Mandatory relief reduced our bill to just £104.79 for the year.

Insurance: Cost £1267 this year. As recommended last year “We should consider
obtaining a new building replacement valuation and establishing an inventory of
our possessions”.



I am vey grateful to Debbie Schofield for reviewing our accounts this year.

Simon Armitage 23 April 2024
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Report of the Independent Examination of the Accounts of Weston Village Hall

Carried out by Debbie Schofield on 24/04/2024

Guidance followed : Independent examination of charity accounts: Directions and guidance
for examiners (CC32). Directions 1— 13 followed and recorded here.

Direction 1 : Weston Village Hall (WVH) is eligible for an independent examination rather
than an audit as their gross income is over £25,000 but below £250,000. WVH is eligible to
prepare its accounts on a receipts and payments basis , rather than acrruals, according to
the guidance in Direction 1 and direction 10 in the ‘independent examination of charity
accounts: Directions and guidance for examiners’ (CC32).

Direction 2 : There is no reason why 1 am or could be perceived to be influenced by any
relationships with the trustees or any connection with WVH and | can think of no other
matter that would affect my independence. 1 consider | am therefore eligible to carry out
the examination.

Direction 3 : | have kept the required records. | have picked 2 income transactions and 2
payment transactions and asked Simon to show me all paperwork relating to them eg. Bank
statements, invoices sent out, invoices received and ‘Sum up’ (card payment system) payout
reports. All found easily and filed correctly. There is no petty cash account.

Direction 4 : 1 have reviewed the WVH Constitution, discussed the control and management,
no action was required following the previous examination. | have reviewed the accounting
records and systems, discussed the structure and changes in funds and reviewed the
charities activities, spending and any financial risks. There is one item of maintenance, the
roof, which when it needs to be addressed is likely to be outside the WVH available funds
and other support would be needed.

Direction 5 : Accounting records were made available to me and explained to me. The
records are kept on spreadsheet (Cashbook), paper filing for bills and bank statements and
on the Hallmaster booking system to record bookings, invoices sent and payment of
invoices. They are very comprehensive and well ordered. Simon was easily able to find any
records for the transactions | examined.

Direction 6 : | examined the annual accounts to be presented for signing and they match the
accounting records and bank statement.

Direction 7 : not followed as accounts are not prepared on an accruals basis.
Direction 8 : WVH funds are accurately reported in the accounts.

Direction 9 : | questioned Simon about-any significant invoices, bills or commitments
remaining outstanding at the end of the year and he said in his view there were none. |
asked him about the trustees’ assessment of WVH’s position as a going concern and he said
that it was in a good position, having had a significantly higher surplus than in the previous 2
years. WVH has just under £40,000 in cash at the bank, some of which is as a result of a
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government grant from the period over the COVID pandemic. Ongoing expenses for WVH
could therefore easily be covered.

One item of maintenance is the possibility, at some point in the near future, of a new roof
being needed. This would be a large expense which would very likely be in excess of the
funds of WVH. Other sources of financial support would be needed for this.

Direction 10 : WVH can lawfully prepare the accounts on a receipts and payments basis
according to the guidance in Direction 1 and direction 10 in the ‘Independent examination of
charity accounts: Directions and guidance for examiners’ (CC32).

Direction 11 : There are no items found that were material to the accounts which need
further explanation or supporting evidence.

Direction 12 : | have compared the accounts which will make up part of the annual report
and there are no discrepancies with the accounts | have examined.

Direction 13 : | have completed and signed my report.
The guidance document followed (CC32) can be found at

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60d9dc0a8f38f50abecebb89/CC32 indepen
dent examination of charity accounts Version June 2021.pdf

The guidance document for trustees can be found here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-examination-of-charity-
accounts-trustees-cc31/independent-examination-of-charity-accounts-trustees




