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LAND AT THE CAUSEWAY
England & Wales · Charity number 302336

Details

Other names BRAZIER TRUST, JOSEPH BRAZIER'S GIFT

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1972-08-10

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Bishop's Stortford Town Council
The Old Monastry
Windhill
Bishop's Stortford
CM23 2ND

Phone 01279715000

Email enquiries@bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk

Activities

Objects: PUBLIC OPEN SPACE (PART OF THE TOWN MEADS)

Activities: The object of the trust is to apply the income of the Charity in the maintenance and upkeep of its
property and apply any excess as seen fit for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Bishop's Stortford.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Organisations

• What: Amateur Sport

• Who: The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: BISHOP'S STORTFORD

• Hertfordshire

https://opencharities.uk/ew/302336
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=302336
mailto:enquiries@bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £74,733 £58,008 - -

2024-03-31 £73,821 £122,630 - -

2023-03-31 £64,027 £108,412 - -

2022-03-31 £58,112 £49,656 - -

2021-03-31 £47,003 £39,383 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

BISHOP'S STORTFORD TOWN COUNCIL 2011-07-06

https://opencharities.uk/ew/302336
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2023 

BRAZIER TRUST 

REPORT BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
The gift of a piece of land to the Urban District Council in 1928 by Joe Brazier forms 
what is now the Link Road car park and part of the Town Meads.  The gift created a 
Charitable Trust, which is administered by the Town Council.  The object of the Trust 
is to maintain the open space for the benefit of the public; any surplus income is 
distributed for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Bishop’s Stortford.  Neither the 
expenditure nor income of the Trust forms part of the Town Council’s overall finances. 
 
The Trust benefits from the rent derived from the lease of the Link Road Car Park to 
the District Council.  The fee is index linked and for the 2022-2023 year stood at 
£42,495 (excluding VAT). 
 
Following the disruption caused by the Covid pandemic, activities on the field have 
returned to normal.  The summer 2022 Carnival/Fun day was very popular, and 
several other events took place. 
 
FUNDS 
The Trust commenced the year with a fund balance of £126,899.  During the year it 
reimbursed the Town Council for the maintenance of the land carried out on its behalf, 
which included grass cutting, adventure playground and skate park maintenance and 
litter picking. At the time of writing the year end bank balance is projected to be 
approximately £87,115, of which £50,000 is committed to a contribution to the 
improvements at Sworders Field which form part of the ‘Castle Park’ project. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 
The Trust awards grants to voluntary and charitable organisations and set aside 
£41,500 for this in 2022-2023.  In addition, it received a donation of £10,500 from the 
Town Council to top up the ‘grants budget’ for a total of £52,000.  This donation from 
the Town Council substitutes for a grant allocation of the same size which, in former 
years, was distributed directly by the Town Council and the effect is to bring together 
the two allocations into a single fund which can therefore award larger grants and deal 
with applications more effectively.  The grants policy and an application form are 
available from the Council website: www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/grants. 
 
A number of applications were received during the year and a total of £39,865 was 
awarded, since the previous report in 2022, to: 
 
Bishop's Stortford Arts Society 
Bishop’s Stortford District Scouts 
Bishop's Stortford Youth Project 
Bishop's Wellbeing 
East Herts Community Safety Partnership 
Isabel Hospice 

http://www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/grants


 

 

 

Bishop's Stortford Social Club 
Clock Cricket 
Company at Christmas 
Grange Paddocks Junior Parkrun 
Herts and Soul Choir 
Stortford Archery Club 
1st St Michaels Scout Troop 
Aspects 
Herts Musical Memories 
SOSA  
St Michael's Society of Change Ringers 
 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
The Brazier Trust land is immediately adjacent to Sworders Field and to Castle 
Gardens (the latter owned by East Herts District Council).  Since 2016 the Town 
Council has been working with East Herts District Council and the Countryside 
Management Service (CMS) on an ambitious plan to improve the facilities on these 
linked pieces of land.  The application for lottery support was successful and a grant 
of approximately £M2.54 has been secured for the implementation phase.  The 
estimated total project cost is £M3.8, the balance is made up by contributions from the 
project partners, S106 funds and a contribution of £50,000 from Brazier Trust. 
 
The project will provide a major enhancement to the park, and to the Brazier Trust 
land, whilst retaining its character and use.  The works on site commenced late in 2022 
with the rebuild of the skatepark.  Unfortunately, the appointed contractors went into 
liquidation part way through the work, causing a delay.  New contractors have been 
selected, the works are progressing at speed, and it is hoped that they will be complete 
around the end of March 2023.  Throughout the build the skating community has been 
involved; the Trust and Council thank them for their valuable contribution.   
 
In addition, work has commenced on the path around the field, which includes the 
Brazier Trust land, and the construction of the new tennis courts, a corner of which is 
on Brazier Trust land, has been completed.  Other parts of the project, not affecting 
the Brazier Trust land, are also progressing well; landscaping around the war memorial 
has largely been completed and the conversion of the Toilet Block on the Causeway 
into a community centre is underway.  The works overall will continue into the early 
part of 2024.  
 
Preparations for the planned BMX track, to be sited adjacent to the tennis courts, have 
continued.  The drainage design (which is key and which links to the drainage for the 
skate park) has been completed as has the detailed design of the profiling required to 
create the track.  Because the design has changed to accommodate the drainage 
requirements and the consultation responses, a revised planning consent will be 
required.  The application will be submitted early in 2023. Until this has been 
considered by the District Council it is not possible to give a date for the 
commencement of the build. 
 
 
James Parker 
Chief Executive Officer 
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2022 

BRAZIER TRUST 

REPORT BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
The gift of a piece of land to the Urban District Council in 1928 by Joe Brazier forms 
what is now the Link Road car park and part of the Town Meads.  The gift created a 
Charitable Trust, which is administered by the Town Council.  The object of the Trust 
is to provide income for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Bishop’s Stortford.  
Neither the expenditure nor income of the Trust forms part of the Town Council’s 
overall finances. 
 
The Trust benefits from the rent derived from the lease of the Link Road Car Park to 
the District Council.  The fee is index linked and for the 2021-2022 year stood at 
£38,986 (excluding VAT). 

 

FUNDS 

The Trust commenced the year with a fund balance of £118,443.  During the year it 
reimbursed the Town Council for the maintenance of the land carried out on its 
behalf, which included grass cutting, adventure playground and skate park 
maintenance and litter picking. At the time of writing the year end bank balance is 
projected to be approximately £126,879, of which £81,700 is committed to grants. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 

The Trust awards grants to voluntary and charitable organisations and set aside 
£19,000 for this in 2021-2022.  In addition it received a donation of £10,500 from the 
Town Council to top up the ‘grants budget’ for a total of £29,500.  This donation from 
the Town Council substitutes for a grant allocation of the same size which, in former 
years, was distributed directly by the Town Council and the effect is to bring together 
the two allocations into a single fund which can therefore award larger grants and 
deal with applications more effectively.  The grants policy and an application form 
are available from the Council website www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/grants and it is 
to be hoped that more high quality applications will be received in 2022-2023.   
 
A number of applications were received during the year and a total of £20,773 was 
awarded, up to the date of this report, to Bishop's Stortford Baptist Church, Kickstart, 
Hockerill Sports and Social Club, Bishop's Stortford Street Pastors, Active Easts 
Herts and Age Concern Bishop's Stortford. 
 
During the year the Trustee discussed the build-up of funds in the account, due to 
several years in which income has exceeded expenditure.  The Chief Executive 
Officer advised that approximately £50,000 was available to spend.  The Trustee 
decided to award £27,500 to Bishop’s Stortford Community Transport CIO to part-
fund the urgent purchase of a new bus for the Stortford Shuttle service, the existing 
bus being highly unreliable, with the balance added to the funds available for award 
during the 2022-2023 year and the availability of funds advertised accordingly. 



 

 

 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

The Brazier Trust land is immediately adjacent to Sworders Field and to Castle 
Gardens (the latter owned by East Herts District Council).  Since 2016 the Town 
Council has been working with East Herts District Council and the Countryside 
Management Service (CMS) on the planning stage of an ambitious plan to improve 
the facilities on these linked pieces of land.  The application for lottery support to the 
implementation phase was successful and a grant of approximately £1.9M has been 
awarded.   
 
This will provide a major enhancement to the park as a whole and to the Brazier 
Trust land in particular, whilst retaining its character and use.  The works on site 
have, sadly, been delayed further due to the impact of the Coronavirus epidemic.  
Unfortunately build costs have also risen quite significantly due to a unique 
combination of circumstances affecting the construction industry.  The project 
partners are seeking additional funds and the build phase is now expected to start 
mid-2022.  In the meantime an active ‘friends’ group has been formed and a series 
of events aimed at a variety of demographics organised. 
 
Coronavirus has also impacted events on the field.  During the summer of 2021 the 
facility remained extremely popular for informal leisure however, with the easing of 
restrictions in May 2021, a little less so than in 2020 due to the availability of 
alternative entertainment.  The summer 2021 Carnival/Fun day was, unfortunately, 
cancelled.  A series of smaller events was put on in lieu, which proved very popular.  
It is hoped that 2022 will see a return to normality during the Summer. 
 
 
James Parker 

Chief Executive Officer 
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2021 

BRAZIER TRUST 

REPORT BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
The gift of a piece of land to the Urban District Council in 1928 by Joe Brazier forms 
what is now the Link Road car park and part of the Town Meads.  The gift created a 
Charitable Trust, which is administered by the Town Council.  The object of the Trust 
is to provide income for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Bishop’s Stortford.  
Neither the expenditure nor income of the Trust forms part of the Town Council’s 
overall finances. 
 
The Trust benefits from the rent derived from the lease of the Link Road Car Park to 
the District Council.  The fee is index linked and for the 2020-2021 year stood at 
£38,410 (excluding VAT). 

 

FUNDS 
The Trust commenced the year with a fund balance of £110,823.  During the year it 
reimbursed the Town Council for the maintenance of the land carried out on its 
behalf, which included grass cutting, adventure playground and skate park 
maintenance and litter picking. At the end of the year the bank balance will be 
approximately £118,443. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 
The Trust awards grants to voluntary and charitable organisations and set aside 
£19,000 for this in 2020-2021.  A number of applications were received during the 
year and a total of £12,250 was awarded, up to the date of this report, to Bishop's 
Stortford Rugby Football Club, Hertfordshire Boat Rescue, Wiggly Willow CIC, Red 
Kite and Bishop's Stortford Methodist Church. 
 

Commencing in April 2021 the general grants provided by the Town Council and 
those provided by the Brazier Trust will be brought together into a single fund 
administered by Brazier Trust.  This will simplify the process for applicants and allow 
larger grant applications to be considered in a more holistic manner.  The grants 
policy and an application form are available from the Council website 
www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/grants and it is to be hoped that more high quality 
applications will be received in 2021-2022.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/grants


 

 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
The Brazier Trust land is immediately adjacent to Sworders Field and to Castle 
Gardens (the latter owned by East Herts Council).  Since 2016 the Town Council has 
been working with East Herts District Council and the Countryside Management 
Service (CMS) on the planning stage of an ambitious plan to improve the facilities on 
these linked pieces of land.  The application for lottery support to the implementation 
phase was successful and a grant of approximately £1.9M has been awarded.   
 
This will provide a major enhancement to the park as a whole and to the Brazier 
Trust land in particular, whilst retaining its character and use.  The works on site 
have, sadly, been delayed due to the impact of the Coronavirus epidemic and are 
now expected to start late in 2021.   
 
Coronavirus has also impacted events on the field.  The summer 2020 Carnival/Fun 
day was, unfortunately, cancelled and other events have been amended or curtailed.  
During the summer of 2020 the facility was extremely popular for informal leisure.  
Vendors offering ‘pop up’ refreshments have come forward to trade and these also 
proved to be a welcome attraction.  Summer 2021 is expected to be similarly popular 
and a programme of summer events is being planned, subject of course to any 
restrictions which may be in force. 
 
 
 
James Parker 
Chief Executive Officer 
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