
Otterbourne Village Hall Committee – Registered Charity 301911

Chairman’s Annual Report – June 2023

Another  year  has flown by and as I  look back over  the last  12 months it  is
frightening  both  how quickly  time passes  and how much you  forget  (maybe
that’s just me!?).

The Village Hall continues to offer a first-class local facility which is the envy of
many nearby parishes. This is largely down to the way the hall is managed and
maintained but it is also a reflection of the welcoming environment that the hall
offers in the shape of the many clubs and societies that see OVH as their home.

Terry and Carol (and Caitlyn in Carol’s absence) continue to excel in keeping the
hall in great condition assisted by the way the wonderful clubs are organised and
managed. As I have said before, Otterbourne Village Hall needs you and for all
your efforts I am very grateful.

We do not rest on our laurels though and refurbishment work continues at the
Hall  to  improve  the  facilities  where  possible.  However,  in  the  financially
challenging  times  we  face,  sensible  caution  has  been  applied  to  planned
expenditure and this will no doubt continue for the foreseeable future.

Otterbourne Theatre Company had a fantastic year and are well and truly back in
their groove. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was a great success not only
with audiences but also financially which is of course a big boost to the Hall
moving forwards. OTC continues to push on and utilise the many talents they
have at their disposal with the recent ‘A Night at the Musicals’ and a Murder
Mystery night planned for later in the year. Richard and his team deserve great
credit for their boundless enthusiasm and energy.

Sadly, we suffered a big loss this year with the passing of our trusted treasurer
Diana Axford just before Christmas. Whilst I had only known her a short while, it
was clear from the large gathering at her funeral how popular and loved she was.
I really only knew her as our treasurer, but she was an incredible lady who was
involved in all sorts of local projects, despite the ill health and mobility issues
that troubled her in her latter years.

I would like to say a big thank you to Tim for the way he worked and assisted
with Diana over her last few months and for how he has continued to help with
the practical  sorting and collating of paperwork as well  as banking issues we
have faced – it is very much appreciated.

Susie Smith has kindly stepped into the Treasurer role, and she has grabbed the
reins with both hands enabling small changes to be made to modernise the way
we manage things financially. Thanks Susie.

On a personal note, I want to thank not only Terry for his continued passion for
managing the hall and all that goes on within it but all of the Committee for their
support  over  the  last  12  months,  particularly  Pete  (who  is  really  does
everything), Tim and Susie.

All the very best.



Andy Goodridge

Chairman


















